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“Real Faith worketh Fruit – ( Abel)” 

Introduction: 

     Oh, to know that you are complete in Him; do you know what that means? To be complete in 
Him. That means exactly what He said in the cross, “It is finished, ” it’s done. Open your Bibles this 
morning if you would to the Epistle to the Hebrews, we are going to deal with probably the most 
popular chapter in this wonderful book. The LORD had laid something on my heart to do, for the 
next few Sunday mornings we are going to be in Hebrews 11. We are going to be there for a while, 
we are just going to go until the Good LORD says to strike the tent.   

     The Apostle Peter said in Second Peter chapter number one; he said I must soon put off this my 
tabernacle. Now if you know what a tabernacle is, a tabernacle is a tent. But he was not speaking of 
a tent, in the sense of an actual tent he was speaking of his body. He said I must soon put off this my 
tabernacle. I don’t’ know if I have ever shared this with you before, I have shared it in other places. 
You know I’m a big history buff, the last words of General Robert E. Lee before he left this world 
was; “Strike the tent.” That means take up the stakes, strike the tent; he said I’m going home.   

     Friends, this our mortal body that we have that we live in yes it gets old, doesn’t it? It hurts 
sometimes and we have pains and ailments but we have a better hope, we have a better promise. 
We have a home that we haven’t even seen yet. Eyes hath not seen, it hasn’t even fathomed into our 
mind what it could be like. I mean to just really sit down folks and to start to think about the 
wonderful glories of heaven. We do not have any pictures of heaven. No one has ever sent a 
spaceship up there and come back with satellite photos, we do not have any of that stuff. But we 
have God living inside of us this morning if you have been regenerated by the quickening power of 
God Almighty. And you know exactly what He has said in His Word is true and He is faithful.  

     That is what I want to deal with for the next couple of weeks, I want to deal with that topic on 
Sunday morning I want to deal with that subject matter of Faith! We all know what faith is and most 
people will say “yea we know what faith is, faith is believing!” Can a person have faith without 
having any knowledge of anything? No, I must at least have knowledge of it in order to believe in it. 
Is not that what Paul said in Romans chapter ten, who so ever shall call upon the name of the LORD, 
shall be saved. That’s calling on the name of the LORD with what? With Faith, if that was the case 
anybody could just call on the name of the LORD. If that’s the case the demons in hell, reserved in 
chains of darkness until the day of judgment could just call on the name of the LORD. 
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     No friends, do not take those Scriptures out of context. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?” Do you see 
what turns on the gift on, what turns salvation on friends? You must call upon the name of the 
LORD and it must be call on with faith in response to the gospel. Once God has birthed that faith and 
repentance in you, and quickened you by His will and His work. Then you call on the name of the 
LORD in saving faith.  

     And I’m going to tell you something friends, for the next couple of weeks this is what we are 
going to be dealing with; “Real Faith worketh Fruit.” That is cut and dried, you can tell me all the 
daylong that you believe in Jesus. But do you know that your actions speak far louder than your 
words, because real faith worketh fruit. Hebrews chapter number 11, and I do not know just how 
far we are going to go with it this morning. We might get through the first three, we’ll come back 
next week and pick up with Abraham.  

     If we get through Abel, Enoch and Noah well then “Praise the LORD,” we will come back next 
week and pick up with Abraham. We will talk about Sara, we will talk about Isaac, and we’ll talk 
about Jacob. Then we are going to go in and talk about Moses and I’m even going to talk about 
Miriam. She’s not in the Hebrews hall of fame but she had faith that was Moses’ sister.  

      I just want to share with you something about Miriam that I have discovered. A lot of people put 
her down and say oh she rebuked Moses. Oh yea’ she did but let me tell you what, you are just like 
Miriam nobody is perfect. If we judgment her off of that one little incident, then you know what; 
hey’ God forgave he, why can’t we? But little Miriam was Moses’ older sister and she believed in a 
promise, she believed in a deliverer. And she waited and when Jochebed had Moses they hid that 
baby for three months, 90 days. Then they put him in a basket and put slime and pitch on it and set 
it in the Nile River to float down among the African Crocodiles. Who followed that basket all the 
way up the river? Miriam, Miriam followed that basket. Who was it that drew that basket out of the 
water? Pharaoh’s daughter and who was it that come up out of the bulrush reeds and said, hey what 
you got there? Nosey big sister Miriam. She followed that basket, why because she believed in a 
deliverer and she believed that there was something special about her brother and that God had 
sent the deliverer.  

     But Pharaoh’s daughter took him, but the mother got to nurse her own baby. The mother got to 
whisper into little Moses’ ears all while he was growing up and tell him about the God of heaven. 
Tell him about Jehovah God about the creator about the Sovereign King of the universe. Then Moses 
turns 40 years old, Miriam is still believing, still believing; turned 40 years old and kills the Egyptian 
and flees for his life to go into Ethiopia and live another 40 years with Jethro. But Miriam never 
stopped believing. 80 years she waited on little brother to come back, because she knew that God 
was going to send a deliverer, folks now that’s real faith. Amen, that’s real faith! Don’t tell me you 
have got faith in the LORD Jesus Christ and then show me something else. No I’m from Missouri 
you’ve got to show me, Amen! You’ve got to show me. Why? Because real faith worketh fruit.  

Hebrews 11:1 

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped, 
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     Paul said if this was all we had in this life, we would be of all men most miserable, but do you 
know what this morning we have got something better to hope for. We have a better home, a home 
that is made without hands. 

Hebrews 11:1 

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

     I ain’t even seen it but I believe it, why? Because He birthed faith and repentance in me. Paul said 
in Romans 12:3 for no man to think more highly of himself than he ought. Don’t lift yourself up on 
cloud nine and say, uoo hoo! Look at me, look at what I did. God gave you that faith to believe. That’s 
right Romans 12:3 says: for no man to think more highly of himself than he ought, for it is God that 
hath dealt every man the measure of faith. God put that faith in me, God turned that faith on, God 
put that repentance in my heart and God turned it on.  

Hebrews 11:1-2 

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. 

     I want to tell you, I’m going to kind of fast forward here a little bit. But saving faith through and 
by the grace of God, What does Ephesians 2:8-9 say? For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Yes I know grace is a gift, Amen! But faith is a gift too, they 
are both in there together. Faith and Grace, you say how do we get faith Brother Doug? You get faith 
by hearing the preached word of God, that’s how you get faith. That’s how it’s turned on through 
and by the quickening of the Holy Spirit, it is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of 
things not seen. It’s the belief in the Gospel, it’s the object of your faith this morning that is going to 
get you to heaven. Do you realize that? It is the object of your faith this morning that is going to get 
you to heaven.  

     If you think that you are a pretty good person and you and you are going to get to heaven 
because you do good. I’m sorry friends, that’s not going to cut it. If you think that you are a pretty 
good person because you come to church every Sunday and Sunday night and you come to Bible 
study on Wednesday nights, and you tithe and you all the good things that you can do. Friends that’s 
not going to cut it. For what is the object of your faith?  

     You see the Pharisees were able to put on a good show, oh yes buddy they put on their robes and 
they put on their garb and everything. They walked out into the streets and they would pray in 
public they would go and they would give alms and they would tithe and make sure that everybody 
was looking to when they put in the plate. They wanted everybody to see, hey look what I’m doing, 
look what I’m doing right here. They would go out and pray publicly they would all of these things. 
What did the old Pharisee do when he walked into the temple? There was the Pharisee and the 
publican and the publican could not even look up to God, could not even look up toward heaven. But  
he smote himself upon his breast and he said “God be merciful unto me a sinner.” 
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     And what did Jesus say in the first beatitude? “Blessed are the pour in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” and they shall see God. He knew that there was a Redeemer, he knew that it was 
not his works, he knew that is was not his righteousness. But it was someone else. But what did that 
old Pharisees do? “Oh God thank you that I am not like this publican, a sinner.” The Bible says that 
the Publican went home justified. Oh yes that Publican went home justified. Why? that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God. If you could do anything to get to heaven then the death of Christ on 
the cross was meaningless. There is nothing you can do, except have saving faith in His finished 
work.  

Hebrews 11:2 

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. 

     The Bible says for without faith it is impossible to please God. Look at verse number three; 
Through faith we understand that the worlds. Now I’m not a covenant theologian but I’m a 
dispensationalist. I believe that God governs time through and by His Sovereign decree and He has 
broken time down into seven dispensations. I am not under the covenants of the Old Testament, I’m 
not under the Davidic Covenant, the Palestinian Covenant; I am not under any covenant except the 
everlasting covenant of God’s grace.  

     But that word “worlds” there could translate into ages. Ages, and that would all the way from the 
Dispensation of Innocence to the Dispensation of Conscience. From the Dispensation of Conscience 
to the Dispensation of Human Government. From the Dispensation of Human Government to the 
Dispensation of Promise. From the Dispensation of Promise to the Dispensation of the Law. From 
the Dispensation of the Law to the Church Age the age of grace. 

     And it says: Through faith we understand that the (ages) or the worlds were framed. All of this was 
created, all of this was made, we have the universe, we have the solar system, and we have the 
galaxy. What is ours called? The three Musketeers or Milky way? Alright, alright, I see that your still 
awake. We have the Milky way galaxy but that is just a little small piece of the big universe. That 
was something I could never figure out as a kid, what was bigger the Solar System or the Universe. 
Well the Universe is everything, but it’s still not everything. Because oh there is something that eyes 
cannot see. There is something, oh my goodness, far beyond that friend there is a better place. But it 
said that all of this was framed by the Word of God.  

Hebrews 11:3 

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear. 

     Wait a minute, you mean to tell me that the things we see are not made with things which do 
appear? God’s responsible for it all! That’s what that verse is trying to tell you. Jesus Christ is the 
creator. But, but, but Brother Doug He is the Son of God, He’s the Saviour, He is the suffering 
servant, He is the Lamb. He is God in the flesh and He is the creator.  
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     And if your faith is not in Him this morning then you are on your way to Hell! Cut and dried, 
there’s no two if, ands or buts about it. There is only One Way, and He said I am the way, I am the 
truth and I am the life! And no man cometh unto the Father but through and by me.  Oh there is only 
one veil to the Temple, there is only one door to the Holy Place, there is only one gate to Tabernacle. 
And that gate, that door is Jesus. He is the Good Shepherd and He said that “I am the door.” Keep 
your place in Hebrews 11 and I want you to listen to this. “In the beginning was the Word,” what did 
it say here in Hebrews 11:3? Through faith we understand that the worlds (all the ages, the cosmos, 
everything the universe, the galaxies the solar system, everything were framed by the Word of God. 
That means they were created, blueprinted out, created and framed up. God has framed all of this 
up friends, He knows it all and just how is it framed up? Hebrews 11:3 says by the Word, and who is 
the Word? John said in the Gospel of John chapter number one, probably the oldest verse 
chronologically in the entire Bible.  

John 1:1-3 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

      What’s that say Brother Doug? That tells me two things, 1) that tells me that Jesus Christ is co-
equal with God, because He is God. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. There are 
three that bear record in heaven and these three are one; the Father, the Word. Now notice it did 
not say the Son, it said the Word. Have you heard the Word? Oh my goodness! And the Holy Ghost 
and these three are one. And by the way that’s in I John 5:7 if you want to go look that up, that’s in 
the Bible to. Preacher just is not making that up, but the Gospel of John chapter one says that all 
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

     Every little blade of grass, every little dandy lion, every little thing, even the wax in your ears God 
made that. Go like this and maybe you can hear me a little better, do you hear what I’m saying? 
Every single thing that exist was made by Him and He is going to work it all out for His pleasure. 
Notice I did not say for His glory, but for His pleasure. He is either going to receive glory out of it, or 
He will demonstrate His power from it! 

     Turn to Colossians but keep your place in Hebrews 11. Turn to Colossians, because people say 
that I don’t believe that Jesus did all of that. Well that’s part of that faith. Let me tell you something 
this morning, if this puts a burr in your saddle then you’re just going to have to get over it. Because 
it’s going to have to be the Holy Spirit show it to you because I can’t. if you are believing in some 
other Jesus, that’s not the creator; that was not born of a virgin; that did not suffer and die for our 
sins; that was not buried. If you are believing in some other Jesus that’s still in the tomb and you’re 
not believing in the one that rose from the dead. If you are believing in any other Jesus, if you’ve 
taken away His deity you’ve taken away the power of His salvation because you are not believing in 
the Jesus of the Scriptures. You are on your way to Hell!  
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     If you fabricate your own little Jesus then you just take him all the way with you to the grave 
because I’m going to tell you where he is going to lead you to. He is going to lead you to the pits of 
Hell because Satan wants you to believe a lie, so that you might be dooped, deceived and damned. 
Because there is only one Jesus that offers salvation and that’s the Jesus of Colossians 1:15. Look 
right here at what is says. 

Colossians 1:15 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God,  

     As Jesus told Philip, He said Philip have you been with me this long and you do not know that if 
you’ve seen me you have seen the Father because I and my Father are one. He is the image of the 
invisible God and the only way to get to God the Father is through and by faith in Him and what He 
did, His finished work. 

Colossians 1:15 

15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

     Look here, what are we talking about in verse number sixteen? We are talking about creation.  

Colossians 1:16-17 

16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: 

17 And he is before all things,  

     What did He say in John 8:58 to the Pharisees and they took up stones in John 8:59 to kill Him? 
He said in John 8:58; Before Abraham was, I am. And Paul said in Colossians 1:17; And he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist. 

Colossians 1:18 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the preeminence. 

     He was the first one to ever get up from the grave in a glorified body, resurrected unto life the 
first fruits of the resurrection. The Old Testament Saints that got up just after Him, that was the 
wave offering. But glory to God we are the Church by faith through and by God’s Sovereign grace we 
are the harvest. And all of the ones saved, persecuted and killed during the seven year Great 
Tribulation that’s the gleaning. Remember how that little Ruth was a gleaner, she was not a reaper 
she was a gleaner, because there was some leftovers to go back and pick up. Those are the ones that 
get saved in the Great Tribulation. It all goes back to the Old Testament with all the pictures and the 
types that all point to the one, and it only points to one thing and it points to Christ. It points to 
salvation through and by His grace, by faith in Him and Him alone.  
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Colossians 1:19 

19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 

     Do you know what that means? That means that all the fulness dwells in Him. Now back to 
Hebrews 11 and let’s read verse three again.  

Hebrews 11:3 

3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear. 

     You see you know that this morning, because if you believe that in your heart do you know why 
you believe that? Not because you read it, not because of your intellect. But because the Holy Spirit 
has revealed it to you, because you are alive. You are alive! But a dead man is not going to believe 
that; a dead man will try and think through this and justify and rationalize this. “Well no, no, no, that 
is not what that means. He didn’t create all things.” Well you know what, you’re still dead. You are 
still dead! 

     Oh but glory to God, He has made me alive. And the Holy Spirit bears witness with my spirit and I 
know that when I read this I might not like it, but it’s the Holy Writ, it’s God’s Word and I believe it. 
If I’m believing the Living Word, why in the world won’t I believe the written Word. Because He 
spoke it and Paul said that all Scripture is given by inspiration, God breathed. And just though the 
simple act of what? Faith, I can know this through and by God’s grace. That’s the only thing friends 
that pleases God.  

     You say I don’t understand Brother Doug. Your faith! You see it’s what’s in your heart it’s not 
what is in your head. I want to give you some examples and I just want to talk about the first man 
this morning. I just want to deal with little Abel this morning for time sake. Well come back, because 
folks we’ve got all the time in the world. Because when were done here we can talk about this in 
eternity so let’s not get in no rush. Let’s talk about little Abel.  

     Now we know who Abel was, don’t we? I going to say something and it might get me in trouble. 
We know who Abel was don’t we? He was Cain’s twin brother. There was only one begeting but 
there was two births. There was only one knowing but there was two births go back and read the 
text again. Cain was born, Adam didn’t know her again, he did not beget again and then right after 
Cain was born little Abel was born. Think of that the first birth on earth was twins, Cain and Abel. 

     Alright Abel; the Bible says that by faith. Did it say by works? Did it say by deeds of the Law? No it 
did not say by deeds of the Law because folks we are at the very foundation we are right after the 
fall. Adam is not even 130 years yet because that was how old he was when he begat Seth. But it 
said by faith, because there was no Law, all they had was their conscience.   

Hebrews 11:4 

4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that 
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. 
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     Oh think of that, how would you like to die and then everybody still be talking about you. Why, 
not because of what you did but because of in whom that you believed. Paul said “I know in whom I 
have believed, and I am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day.” Oh my goodness, you say Brother Doug all that Abel did was offer a lamb. Oh 
come on; you think that’s all he did? Pull the wool off of your eyes if that’s all you think that he did.  

     You see that lamb was a picture of something that was to come. His faith was not in that lamb, his 
faith was not in that blood, but his faith was in the God of Heaven that will provide Himself a lamb 
just like Father Abraham said going up Mount Moriah. He said God will provide Himself a lamb and 
who came and died on the cross? The Lamb of God but it was God in the flesh, thought it not 
robbery being equal with God made Himself of no reputation and being founded fashioned in the 
form of a servant came humble and obedient even unto death the death of the cross.  

     So when Abel was walking up to that altar, when he took that firstling of the flock, the best male 
lamb without spot and without blemish; when he took that lamb and laid it up and tied it to the 
horns of the altar and took that knife out. He was saying God I’m trusting in you LORD, I know that 
this is just a lamb. I know it’s just a little sheep but one day you are going to come and this is a 
picture, a type of you and I trust in you, whoosh! “Without the shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sin.” 

     Was it that lamb that justified him? No. Was it the blood that justified him? No. Was it that altar 
that justified him? No, then what was it? It was his faith and real faith worketh fruit. What is fruit, 
well the first evidence of real faith, the first fruit is obedience. Ohoooo, boy now I’ll tell you one 
thing now because this happened a couple times when I was little. But after I had a few lessons now 
I learned the hard way. Ok why do children misbehave? Well I’m just going to tell you, now I’m not 
beating up on anybody in here. but let me say this I am all for corporal punishment. And if you don’t 
well come and see me twenty years and tell me where your kids are at, Amen! But let me tell you 
why kids misbehave, the same reason that Christians misbehave.  

     Because we forget the Holiness and the Sovereignty of God and we start to doubt Him and not 
believe Him. When I was little my daddy would say: if you do this I’m going to tan your hide. My dad 
would tell that and do you know what I would say? I’d be walking out of the house Brother Steve 
and I’d say yea’ right, we’ll just see! Now what did I just do? 1) I forgot the supreme sovereignty of 
my father as my dad. 2) Do you know what else I did? I did not believe my dad, I did not believe my 
dad. Now do you see why people misbehave? Do you see why Christians misbehave, why do they 
misbehave? They forget the Holiness and the Sovereignty of God and they start to doubt God. They 
let the Devil come in and say: “hath God said.”  

     You see Abel didn’t have that problem because he believed God. But now Cain had the problem. 
Both of those boys knew how to offer a sacrifice and it was all by faith because those lambs were 
just a picture. We know how that they knew how to offer the sacrifice don’t we? Because Adam and 
Eve was clothed in the Garden in skins. Who killed those animals? God did. Who shed that blood? 
God did. Who made those coats of skin? God did. Who put it on Adam and Eve? God did, the Bible 
says that God clothed them. So what did Adam do? Adam no doubt set down with his two boys and 
he said now boys this is what God demands.  
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     God has put these lambs here on earth for us because what God demands God provides. He didn’t 
say you had to fly to Mars and get a moon rock, bring it back break it open and offer up the crystals. 
God said all I want is for you to believe and for you to trust in me and for you to be obedient. I have 
already given you lambs, I’ve given you the sheep and the herds of goats. And if all them run off then 
I’ve still gave you the turtle doves. You’ve still got all these things, because what God demands God 
provides.  

     There is no sanctity in the blood of that lamb. There is no sanctity in that sheep, there is no 
sanctity in that goat. It is what is in the heart of the one offering the sacrifice in what that they 
believe. Abel believed that but Cain didn’t. 

     Do you know what Cain did? He went down the street and started the First Baptist Church of 
New Eden. You say why do you say that Brother Doug? Well, Cain’s Mom and Dad had recently 
come out of Arminianism, they had just been saved out of a works salvation type religion. God had 
stripped them of their fig leaves and put on them the coats of “righteousness.” And He never even 
asked them if they wanted it. He said I’m going to put it on you regardless, why? Hey, that’s part of 
His plan and I’m not going to question it because I’m finite and He is Infinite. Amen! 

     But you know what Cain did? Cain looked at his Mom and Dad and said well they use to go down 
to this church. And down there they believed that you’ve got to do this, this, this and this. The blood, 
the sacrifice, the lamb I don’t have to trust in that I’m good enough, I can do this. So what does he 
do? He goes out and he works, he works in the garden. He brings the fruit of his own hands, he 
brings the works and the labor from his own hands and what does he do? He lays it on the altar and 
he says now you’re going to take this. Because I’m Cain, and I done this. Oh yea’ I done this, I 
worked it out, it’s going to be good enough. I know it’s going to be good enough, but let me tell you 
what friends; what God demands God provides. And God demanding a blood sacrifice and if your 
trusting in anything else this morning other than what little Abel by faith was trusting in that was 
pointing to the finished work of Jesus Christ. If your bringing your works, all of your grapes and 
your oranges. All of your apples and your coconuts and your pineapples. If your bringing all of this 
to the altar and saying God look at me ain’t I pretty good? “All of your righteousness in the eyes of God 
are but filthy rags.” 

     You cannot measure up to God. Paul said in Romans chapter number three he said: “for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.” The only way, the only way friends that you can be 
justified, righteous, holy and acceptable in the eyes of a Sovereign God is to believe in Him and real 
saving faith worketh fruit. Not the kind of fruit that Cain put on the altar, but the kind of fruit that 
starts in the heart and says LORD I believe. Now that my heart has been changed it affects my way 
of thinking. If my way of thinking has been changed that will affect my outward actions. Real faith 
worketh fruit. I don’t have to trust in anything else this morning why? Because I’m in Him and He is 
in me. That’s real faith, knowing that He has paid my price.  
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     He was that lamb pictured in the Old Testament. God offered the first one, the Bible says “that 
whereby one man sinned and death entered into the world.” How did that death enter into the world, 
now we’re taking physical death here folks, that context is speaking of physical death. How did that 
death enter into the world?  

     God killed those animals and God made those coats of skin all of that pictures who? Jesus, 
everything it’s a picture of what He would come and do for us. Friends if you’re trusting in anything 
other than that this morning you have not saving faith. You don’t have saving faith, you’ve got 
religion. You are just like the Pharisees, and I’m not trying to beat up on anybody. The Pharisees 
were good people, they were good, honest, moral, upright people. But inside they were dead! 

     They were thinking that it was something that they could do. It’s my fig leaves; or it’s my fruits 
and vegetables on the altar. It’s the works of my own hands, no friends it’s the faith in that Lamb. 
It’s faith in what that Lamb came and done. It’s the faith in that Lamb of God that came to take away 
the sin of the world. He suffered, was sacrificed, he was slain then went into a cold borrowed tomb. 
Then descends into the pits of Hades and paid your price.  

     If you are still trusting in your own works than your price is not paid. There is nothing I can glory 
in save the cross of Christ. The death, the burial and the resurrection, there is no other way friends, 
there is no other hope. But He did not stay in that grave, Jesus Christ went in that cold borrowed 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. He was there three days and three nights, descended into the pits of 
Hell. He preached to those in Paradise, those in prison. Do you know what He told them? He said; 
Boys, “It is Finished.” It’s done, I did it; I’ll be back in three days. Then He descended into the lower 
parts of the earth. The Bible says that He came up victorious with the keys to death, hell and the 
grave. Now I’m just a dumb ole’ redneck boy you’ve got to break it down for me so that I can 
understand it. But if you come up with the keys, then you’ve had to go there to get them. And He 
went and got the keys, He got the keys to death, hell and the grave and He came up victorious.  

     That Lamb is alive, but He is not a lamb anymore, He is the Lion from the Tribe of Judah! And 
when He comes back and He is coming back by the way, that’s part of that faith to. This says it, I 
don’t care whether you believe it or not, this says it and that settles it! He’s coming back! 

     But who is your faith in this morning? What is the object of your faith? Is it still in your works, or 
your religion? Or is it completely in Him and in Him alone? Because what does Colossians 2:10 say? 
“We are complete in Him.” And little Abel, imagine that boy, imagine being the first person ever 
martyred for the cause of Christ, in the entire Bible. We know that Stephen was the first martyr of 
the New Testament, but Abel was considered a Prophet. The first person, the first human being to 
ever die on this planet and He was martyred for the cause of Christ. And His voice still cries out 
from the grave today. Choose ye a lamb, what is your faith in this morning as we bow our heads.  

 

 


