
Part 50 Paul’s Long Winded Preaching 
A sermon series by Pastor Byron Chesney Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2016 

 

┼i Acts 20:1-16 
 

We pick back up from where we left off last Wednesday night with Paul leaving 
Ephesus and heading to Macedonia after the huge riot that took place because of 
Demetrius the Silversmith getting everyone riled up.  
 

1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced 
them, and departed for to go into Macedonia. 2 And when he had gone over those 
parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece, 
 

Now, Luke doesn’t tell us what happened to Paul during his time in Macedonia but it 
wasn’t as smooth as what this appears to be. We find out more about this time by 
reading Paul’s letter to the Corinthians over in 2 Corinthians 7:5-7: For, when we 

were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; 
without were fightings, within were fears. 6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those 
that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 And not by his coming 

only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your 
earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the 
more. 
 

Things were rough for Paul during this time when he returned to Macedonia. He faced 
a lot of opposition from the Jews, and the Gentiles alike over his preaching. He said 
they were troubled on every side with fightings and fears.  
3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was 
about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia. 
 

Paul stays in Greece for three months. Where in Greece we do not know but he 
perhaps may have went back to Athens to check on the believers that were there. Not 
much is said about his time there but it is possible that he wrote the Epistle to the 
Romans while he was there because if you look over in the Book of Romans we read 
where Paul is writing to them about the time he is going to Jerusalem to deliver the 
collection to the poor Saints there that he received from Macedonia and Achaia. 
Romans 15:25-28: But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 26 For it 

hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the 
poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors 
they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their 
duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. 28 When therefore I have 
performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 
 

Regardless of where Paul was at or what he was doing you know he was about the 
Father’s business because that’s what he always did.  
 

…And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he 
purposed to return through Macedonia 
 

Some Jews know about Paul being there in Greece and they try to set a trap for him. 
The way it is worded it appears they were going to get him as he tried to set sail from 
Greece toward Syria, maybe on the ship or the shore. We don’t know what their 
intentions were but they were probably planning to kill him or rob him of the money he 
was carrying. Somehow Paul finds out about this trap and instead of leaving from the 
ship headed to Syria, he instead goes the opposite direction through Macedonia 
where he had come from. 
 

4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, 
Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, 
Tychicus and Trophimus. 5 These going before tarried for us at Troas. 
 

On Paul’s way he stops off at Troas and picks up 8 other fellow helpers in faith. Look 
at the list of names: 
1. Sopater of Berea 
2. Aristarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica 
3. Gaius of Derbe. 
4. Timothy 
5. Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 
Not only are these with Paul but notice that Luke, the human penman of the Book of 
Acts, says “us” in verse 5 and “we” in verse 6. So Luke is with Paul when he was at 

Greece and they pick up these other men after they left there and stopped off in 
Troas where all of these others were waiting for them. 
 

6 And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came 
unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 
 

Paul and Luke and whoever else was traveling with him at the time sailed to Troas 
where all of those other men were waiting on them. They stayed there for 7 days. 
If you remember a few years ago I preached a message titled, “Tarrying in Troas.” 
We talked about how Paul was not intending to go to Troas but the Holy Spirit was 
preventing him from going anywhere else. So he had to tarry there and wait on the 
Lord and finally the man from Macedonia appeared to him in the night and told him to 
come over to Macedonia and help them. Well, because Paul spent time in Troas 
waiting, the Lord also opened a door for him there: 2 Corinthians 2:12  Furthermore, 

when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of 
the Lord, So, just because you may not be where you want to be, doesn’t mean that 
you aren’t where you are supposed to be! The Lord knows what He is doing. 
 

7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight. 
 

I want you to notice that they came together to have Church on the first day of the 
week. The first day of the week is Sunday. The New Testament Church was already 
meeting on Sundays, which is the Lord’s Day. It’s called the “Lord’s Day,” because 
that is the day of the week that the Lord resurrected from the dead on. Christians 
have been observing Sunday as the Lord’s Day ever since.  
 

We can find further evidence of this in 1 Corinthians 16:1-3: Now concerning the 

collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do 
ye. 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 3 And when I come, 
whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality 
unto Jerusalem. 
 

The Apostle John was worshiping on the Lord’s Day in the Book of Revelation: 
Revelation 1:10: I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great 

voice, as of a trumpet, 
 

“Paul preached unto them.” They had preaching on the Lord’s Day back then too. The 
Apostle Paul takes the opportunity to preach to anyone that would listen. Now, I don’t 



know what time he started preaching but I do know that he was still preaching at 
midnight. We know he preached a long time because it says so down in verse 9.  
 

I’ve heard of some long winded preachers, and I’ve sat and listened to a many of 
them, but I don’t think any of them preached until midnight except when we used to 
have the New Year’s Eve watch night services.  
 

I was talking about this last week with Bro. Toby Webber and we were talking about 
how the Lord just cuts us off at certain times. He normally cuts me off between 35 and 
42 minutes. I never look at the clock, He just cuts me off when it’s time. He didn’t cut 
Paul off until midnight and he used a man falling out the window to do it! 
 

8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered 
together. 9 And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being 
fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, 
and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead. 
 

I’ve always felt bad for finding this funny, but I can’t help it. I can just imagine this 
young man sitting through the preaching. It was probably crowded in that room. They 
had a bunch of oil lamps burning. This young man had found him a seat in the 
window so he could feel a breeze. But the longer Paul preached and the hotter things 
got, his head started nodding off. He was a lot like some of you all…. Nodding off 
during the preaching! He let his head nod one too many times and he fell into a deep 
sleep, lost his balance and went tumbling head over heels out that window.  
 

This was no short fall. It says he fell from the third loft that means he fell from the 3rd 
story. I don’t know about you but if I fell from the 3rd story of a house I sure wouldn’t 
expect to survive. And he didn’t survive; it killed him because Luke the physician, the 
writer of this text said: and was taken up dead. He wasn’t passed out friends.  Some 
liberal pastors and liberal seminaries try to dispel this miracle that takes place and 
say that he just got knocked out or was unconscious. Well I choose to believe the 
Bible and the Bible says he was dead. First he was in a “deep sleep” then he fell out 
of the windows and was “dead.” If you fall from 3-storied up you are going to have 
severe injuries; possible broken bones, crushed organs, internal bleeding, and the list 
goes on. This young man died and was in bad shape on the ground. But he didn’t 
stay that way! Look at our next verse: 
 

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not 
yourselves; for his life is in him.  
 

You can only imagine how this disrupted the Church services! It’s not every Sunday 
that someone falls 3-stories out a window and dies. I’m sure everyone jumped up and 
went running. Paul quit preaching and ran outside where he was and look what he 
did; he pulled an old-fashioned Prohet’s move on him. Remember Elijah and the 
Widow of Zerapath who’s son died? 1 Kings 17:17-22: 17  And it came to pass after 

these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his 
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 18  And she said unto 
Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call 
my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son? 19  And he said unto her, Give me thy 
son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he 
abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 20  And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O 
LORD my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by 
slaying her son? 21  And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried 
unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into 

him again. 22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came 
into him again, and he revived. 
 

And then Elijah’s successor, Elisha, also did this with the little Shunamite woman and 
her son that had died. 2 Kings 4:32-35: 32 And when Elisha was come into the 

house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 33 He went in therefore, 
and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD. 34 And he went up, 
and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his 
eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and the 
flesh of the child waxed warm. 35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to and 
fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, 
and the child opened his eyes. 
 

So, Paul was just doing it the Bible way, and the Lord resurrected this young man. 
Don’t forget what Paul said over in Philippians 3:10a That I may know him, and the 

power of his resurrection,… 
 

11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and 
talked a long while, even till break of day, so he departed. 
 

This verse is referring to what Paul did, not the young man. Paul came back to the 
upper room and ate and talked with the other believers for a long time, all the way 
until the sun came up and then he left to depart to his next place..  
 

12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted. 
 

Meanwhile everyone was greatly comforted by the fact the young man was alive.  
 

13 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: 
for so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot. 
 

I find it interesting that Paul didn’t get on the ship but instead took off on foot The 
distance from Troas to Assos by foot was only about 20-miles. Paul must have 
needed some time alone to think about things and perhaps to pray about the next 
place he would be going. 
 

14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. 
15 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against Chios; and the next 
day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we came to 
Miletus. 16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend 
the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day 
of Pentecost. 
 

Not much is said about what went on in all of these smaller cities. Paul was obviously 
trying to get to Jerusalem to give them the offerings and also he wanted to arrive 
there by Pentecost because that was a huge time for the Jews.  
 

We will end it here tonight and pick back up in verse 17 next Wednesday night and 
cover Paul’s final farewell to the folks in Ephesus.  
 

 

                                                 
┼i All Scripture from the Authorized King James Version of the Bible 


