
The Psychology of Sin 
Joshua 7:21 

Jeremiah 17 assures us that  ________ knows the deceitful human heart and He reveals it in stories like Achan’s 

I. I SAW 

 Why does sin so often begin with the eyes?  Because God demands that we live by  ________ and not by sight 

 ACHAN DID NOT SEE WITH THE  ______________________________  

A. God Said that These Items Were  ___________________________  

  1) If Achan had seen the items with the eyes of faith, he would viewed them as  __________________  

  2) When we see what God calls sin as desirable it is because we do not see with the  _________ of faith 

B. God Said that These Items Were Consecrated to the  __________  

  1)  God applied the principle of  ____________________________________ to the plunder from Jericho 

  2) But instead of seeing the plunder as belonging to God, Achan saw it as  _______________________  

  The principle of first fruits continues to apply today in the form of the  __________ : the first 10% for God 

II. I COVETED 

 A. Achan Was ___________________ with the Lot in Life that God Had Given Him 

  1) Covetousness is NOT wanting what my  __________________________ owns 

  2) Covetousness is ____________________ with what God in His wisdom has given me 

  3) Covetousness is so serious because it is an attack on the  _________________ of God 

B. Achan Put a Particular Need or Desire above  ________________  

  1) In Colossians 3:5 and Ephesians 5:5 Paul equates covetousness with  _________________________  

  2) IDOLATRY: We trust that IT will  _______________________ us more than God does 

  3) IDOLATRY: We fear losing IT more than we fear losing the  _______________ of God 

III. I TOOK 

 A. When Sin Dominates My Heart, Sooner or Later It Will Inevitably Come Out in My  _______________  

  Achan’s theft was the culmination of a process that had taken place in his heart for  ________________  

 B. We Cannot Plead We Are Powerless before Temptation: We Are Responsible to  _______  Our Hearts 

IV. I HID 

 A. Achan’s Sin Caused Guilt and Fear, which in Turn Caused Him to Attempt to  ______________ His Sin 

  Human beings understand his principle and will not indulge sin unless they believe they can  _________ it 

 B. But the Gold, Silver and Garment that Achan Stole Ended Up Spread before  ____________________  

CONCLUSION: The OT Joshua urged Achan to confess his sin and then exacted the ultimate penalty. 

The NT Joshua (Jesus) urges us to confess our sin but He _________________ the ultimate penalty at the cross. 


