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What an impressive picture John paints for us here today! And that is the 
point of the text: we are supposed to be impressed. We will, I hope, be even more 
impressed when we examine each detail to see how it should impact our 
understanding of our risen Lord Jesus. By the time we see just how much Old 
Testament there is to see here, and we see just what John is saying through the Old 
Testament images, we will see Jesus as prophet, priest, and king, in His glorified 
state as the person we should worship and trust. In other words, being impressed 
should lead us to worship and trust. For there is no one else like our Jesus. No one 
but John and Paul were ever permitted to get such a clear picture of the risen 
Christ. And even then, we must be very cautious. For the first thing we notice 
about this passage is how many times John uses the word “like.” Aspects of what 
he saw were like things that we know. But that is as far as John could go. He is 
creating an impression that is designed to impress us. It is not a photograph. 7 
times John uses the word “like.” That is probably not an accident. 

Last week we saw John start to receive the revelation from God. He was in 
the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and he heard a voice like a trumpet behind him, 
telling him to write down what he saw, and send it to the seven churches in Asia. 
As part of the very same scene, we see in verse 12 that John turned around to see 
the voice that was speaking to him. Now, this is a very odd form of expression. 
After all, how can we “see” a “voice”? Normally we speak in terms of hearing a 
voice. To see a voice means to see the person who is speaking to you. The Bible 
does use this expression elsewhere. In Exodus 20:18, immediately after the Ten 
Commandments, Moses tells us that the people saw the voice of the One speaking 
to them, a voice like a trumpet. In Daniel 7:11, Daniel perceives the voice 
speaking to him. The expression refers to an authoritative statement from God. 
The voice is clear enough and authoritative enough to see. 

However, the first thing that John sees is the lampstands. There are seven 
golden lampstands. Now, sometimes the imagery in Revelation is difficult to 
understand. However, sometimes Revelation itself gives us the answer as to what 
the symbolism means. Here, Revelation tells us explicitly in verse 20 what these 
lampstands represent. The seven lampstands are the seven churches. Notice that 
lampstands merely hold the light. They don't produce the light. If we remember 
our studies of the lampstand in the tabernacle from Exodus, we will remember that 
the lampstand there (one lampstand with seven branches on it, called a Menorah) 
symbolized God giving light to His people. It has connections with the tree of life 
in the Garden of Eden which will be brought back to us at the end of time. It is all 
closely tied up with the churches. Jesus told His disciples that they are the light of 



the world. And of course that light must be lit by Jesus, who is the pre-eminent 
Light of the world. Notice that in the tabernacle there is only one lampstand, 
whereas here there are seven. The lampstand in the tabernacle referred to God's 
presence among the people of God, which was just Israel at that time. Now, 
however, God's presence extends to all the churches, no matter what race makes 
up that church. This is but one of many examples of New Testament authors using 
Old Testament language that originally referred only to Jews, but now applying 
that same language to the entire church. In Zecharaih 4, the image turns into 7 
lampstands. 

Don't miss the beautiful assurance that Jesus is in our midst. The beginning 
of verse 13 tells us that Jesus dwells amidst the lampstands. He promised that He 
would neither leave nor forsake us. Even when Jesus is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, He is still with us by the power of the Holy Spirit. He walks among us. 
Here we see Jesus being portrayed as a priest. G.K. Beale puts it this way: “Christ 
is portrayed as a kingly and priestly figure, since the figure in the two Daniel texts 
has the same features. Part of Chris'ts priestly role is to tend the lampstands. The 
OT priest would trim the lamps, remove the wick and old oil, refill the lamps with 
fresh oil, and relight those that had gone out. Likewise, Christ ends the ecclesial 
lampstands by commending, correcting, exhorting, and warning...in order to 
secure the churches' fitness for service as lightbearers in a dark world.” 

John tells us that he saw someone like a son of man. This is a direct 
quotation of Daniel 7. Here the kingly aspects of Christ become quite visible. He 
is pictured with some of the characteristics of the Ancient of Days, most notably 
the white hair. The white hair is the symbol of age and wisdom, according to 
Proverbs. The longer a robe was, the higher the dignity and honor of the person 
wearing it. Similarly, a sash worn around the chest meant someone who had high 
honor. These are priestly garments. So we see Christ as priest and king in this part 
of the description. 

Christ's person is even more impressive. He has eyes like flames of fire. In 
other words, Christ's vision can burn away all falsehood and pretence. His eyes 
can burn away all the dross of our self-deceit. He can judge rightly in all cases that 
come before Him. This comes with both a warning and an encouragement. The 
warning is that Jesus does see everything. He sees all that we do and think and say. 
For those who think that no one will ever see, here we learn otherwise. The 
encouragement, however, comes from precisely the same point. Isn't it amazing 
that Jesus sees everything we do, and still loves us? 

John goes on to tell us that his feet were like molten bronze. Liquid metal is 
very, very hot, and very, very bright, usually too bright to look at for long. Unlike 
Nebuchadnezzar's image, where the feet of that image were made partly of bronze 
and partly of clay, symbolizing its instability, Jesus' feet has no such instability. 
For the seven churches receiving this letter, it meant that Jesus was always going 



to be present with them. No emperor could drive Jesus away from the seven 
churches. Nothing can separate us either from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

Jesus' voice is like the sound of many waters. If any of you have been to 
Niagara Falls, or some other magnificently huge waterfall, you will know what 
John is talking about here. Jesus' voice can drown out all other voices, and it has 
the magnificence of the thundering falls. 

What Jesus says is the Word of God, symbolized here by the two-edged 
sword. Hebrews tells us that the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged 
sword. We know that it is the Word of God that John means here, because the 
sword is coming out of Jesus' mouth. This is not a literal picture, remember. The 
sword is sharp, and can pierce through all fogs. It is both the principle of life for 
believers, and the savor of death for unbelievers. It is truly double-edged, and 
never fails to cut! As one wise North Carolina country pastor once said, “The 
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, is the only sword that you can stick 
into a dead man, and he becomes a living man.” Here we see Jesus as prophet, just 
as we see Him as a priest and king in other parts of this passage. 

Jesus holds seven stars in His right hand. The stars, according to verse 20, 
are the angels of the seven churches. However, the word “angel” does not always 
mean what we think of as angels in the Bible. It can mean a simple “messenger” 
whether human or divine. In this case, it seems difficult to say that these are non-
physical angels, since the letter of Revelation is written to the angels of the 
churches. How does one send a physical letter to a non-phyiscal being? More 
likely, then, John is talking about the human messengers at each of these churches. 
The pastors, in other words. It is comforting to know that the pastors of God's 
churches are always in Jesus' hands. Here we see Jesus as king, with all power and 
authority given to Him.  

Lastly, we see that Jesus' appearance is like the sun shining in all its 
strength. We cannot look directly at the sun with the naked eye without 
experiencing great damage to our eyes (kids, do NOT try this at home!). It is 
overwhelming. Next week we will see that John's very natural reaction to this is 
simply to fall at Jesus' feet as though dead. It's interesting, isn't it, that the only 
description we have of Jesus in the entire New Testament is the one we have here? 
And it isn't gentle Jesus, meek and mild that we see, but rather someone so 
glorious that we would have a very hard time looking at Him if He appeared to us. 
Nevertheless, like Jesus said to John, He also says to us, “Fear not.” The reason we 
need not fear is that Jesus sees through us to the very end of ourselves, and still 
loves us. He knows all the sin and darkness in the back of our hearts and minds, 
every nook and corner of us He knows, and He still loves us. Now that is grace. 
Isn't freeing to know that even our darkest secrets are known by God and still 
forgiven? Shouldn't that give us courage then to confess those sins to God? 



It should also give us courage to confess our sins to one another, to those 
we trust. Of course, we don't forgive other peoples' sins against God. Confession 
in this setting is only for the purposes of accountability. But if God can look into 
the deepest recesses of our hearts and still love us, then why can't we do the same? 
All too often, what happens is that when we learn of a sin in someone else's life, 
we are shocked, as if we can't believe that that person is even capable of such a 
sin! My friends, we are all capable of all the sins that have ever been committed. 
We should not be surprised when we learn of someone's sin. Rather, we should be 
moved with compassion for that person. And we should immediately pray for that 
person. I fear that we are often so judgmental of other people that we create an 
atmosphere of suspicion and distrust. We are afraid of “the story getting out.” My 
friends, if you learn of someone else's sin, you need to keep it to yourself. That is 
part of what it means for love to cover over a multitude of transgressions. And 
when we learn of sin in someone else, even if it is against us, we need to make 
sure that we do not make that sin unforgivable. 

To go one step farther, it is very common for people to say that they have 
forgiven someone, when they don't have any idea of what that means. They think 
that to say “I have forgiven you” actually means that they have forgiven that 
person. If you have really forgiven a person, it means that you don't keep thinking 
about it. You don't keep on treating the person in a different way because they 
somehow offended you. Forgiveness means also forgetting that it happened. It is 
off the slate entirely. That is what God does with our sins. Shouldn't we do that 
with one another? Imagine how embarrassed we would be if we were quarreling at 
one another, not forgiving one another, hanging on to old grudges, and this Jesus 
appeared before us, the Jesus that John saw here! 

This Jesus is impressive. He is golden-footed and white-haired. He is 
prophet, priest, and king. He is flame-eyed, with a voice like the thunder of many 
oceans. He has the stars in his hand, and the Word of God coming from His mouth. 
Shouldn't we be impressed?     

 
 


