
            Shimei Curses David 
Call to Worship: Psalm 24           Hymn #1 (Supp)- All Creatures of Our God and King 
1st Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-11                                     Hymn Insert- By Faith 
2nd Scripture: 2 Samuel 16:5-14                            Hymn #731- And Can it Be! 
Introduction:  

 David and his followers have fled Jerusalem, because of the treasonous acts of Absalom, 

David's son, who was attempting to steal the kingdom away from his father.  And thus far, we 

have followed David to the outskirts of Jerusalem, over the Brook Kidron, up the Mount of 

Olives, and to the beginning of the eastern descent of the Mount of Olives.  And along the way, 

we have stopped to ponder his interactions, with various individuals who came to him.   

 This morning, we continue to walk with David to Bahurim, a city in Benjamin, on a 

plain, just beyond the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.  And as we do so, we will find him 

being followed by an angry and bitter individual, named Shimei, who was from the family of 

King Saul.  David's response to the actions of this man, will be our primary focus of study, for 

this morning.   


I. Shimei Curses David  [Read verses 5-6] 

 As if it were not bad enough already, having to endure the hardship of his own son's 

rebellious treason, and the news of Ahithophel's part in the conspiracy, David must now endure 

the ongoing taunts and cursings of a bitter and confused man, as he begins to walk adjacent to 

(and gradually away from) the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.  David and his followers are 

already weary.  They are exhausted from the rushed climb, the speedy fleeing, and all of the 

emotion, tied to the sad and tragic circumstances, surrounding them.  And now, they must trek 

forward, accompanied by the constant screams and stone throwing of Shimei.  As they were 

walking, apparently, Shimei had rushed upon them, standing on the eastern slope of the Mount of 

Olives, and he continued to follow them and to shout at them, as long as they were within the 

range of his voice.  [David could identify with, "When it rains, it pours!"]    
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 And what is Shimei's contention with David?  He blames David for the downfall of King 

Saul and his house, calling David a "bloodthirsty man, and a rogue (worthless man)!"  More than 

likely, he had linked David's association with the Philistines (prior to his becoming the king of 

Judah), to the victory, which the Philistines had gained over Israel, King Saul, and his sons.  And 

furthermore, he probably assumed that David was directly responsible for the deaths of Abner 

and Ishbosheth.  And from a distance, brethren; without carefully researching these things, one 

might be able to speculate and draw such conclusions.  David was among the Philistines, just 

before they had defeated Israel, Abner was murdered by Joab, the commander of David's army, 

and Ishbosheth was murdered by two of his own captains, thinking they could win David's favor, 

by turning the kingdom over to David.  Now obviously, we know that Shimei is dead wrong 

here, concerning these accusations (in fact, much to the contrary, David sought to preserve Saul's 

life, Abner's life, and the life of Ishbosheth), but, needless to say, Shimei has drawn these kinds 

of conclusions, by way of his own distorted inferences.    

 And now, as he looks upon David, fleeing quickly away from Jerusalem, he sees the 

present circumstances, as indicative of God's judgment upon David and his men, because of what 

they had allegedly done to Saul.  Absalom's rebellion against David, was a "returning of the 

blood of Saul and his house" upon David, as per the interpretation of providence, given by 

Shimei.  It was an evidence of "divine retribution," toward a man, who deceptively and wickedly 

took the crown, from the former king.  And so, he is throwing stones, and repeatedly cursing 

David, and kicking up dust, from the side of the hill, toward David and his followers. 

 Naturally, some of David's men (who are surrounding David), grow irritated and angry 

toward Shimei, not only because his accusations are wrong, but especially because he is cursing 

and mocking the king.  The situation was already dire and grievous, and this man was rubbing 

salt into their wounds.  And furthermore, "cursing the king," is a crime, which is punishable by 

death, and in light of the present circumstances, the offense was grossly magnified.  And so, 

Abishai (Joab's brother) responds in verse 9, "Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king?  

Please, let me go over and take off his head!"  "Look, my lord.  This worthless, filthy piece of 

waste, dares to curse you.  Please, let me just go over there, and lop his head off, with one quick 

wield of my blade,  so that I can stop the sewage from spilling out of his mouth.  We don't have 
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to put up with this nonsense."  Certainly, we can appreciate the anger, which was fomenting in 

Abishai's heart, as he was forced to listen to this man's ongoing rantings, but David looks at it, 

from a bit of a different perspective.  [Read verses 10-11] 

    And so, how does David respond here?  First, he makes a distinction between himself, 

and the general mindset of his nephews (Joab and Abishai, sons of Zeruiah), by saying, "What 

have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah?"  "What connection do I have with you, and your 

means of resolving things?"  Short fused, pride driven, swift violence, was something, with 

which, David could not identify.  His general mindset, when dealing with matters of contention, 

was not fixed on the same wave length as his nephews, and so, he states that here, as it were.  

But then, he further gives his assessment of the matter, as well. 

 And in essence, he views Shimei's cursing, as something ordained by God, for the 

purpose of chastising David, for his sins.  David remembered very clearly, Nathan's prophecy, 

connected to his sin with Bathsheba.  No doubt, he saw all of his present circumstances, as a 

product of his adultery.  And so, he saw these actions of Shimei (as wicked, and as evil as they 

were), as God's ordained means of chastening David, not for any sin against Saul, but for his sin 

against God and Uriah.  And so, when David says here, that God told Shimei to curse David, he 

does not mean that God literally spoke to Shimei (in a vision, or by some prophet), commanding 

Shimei to actually curse David.  God would never command someone to commit sin.  In fact, 

Shimei was guilty here, of a gross offense, which is why David orders Solomon to deal justly 

with Shimei, at the beginning of his reign.  What David means, is that, God had ordained that 

Shimei would conduct himself so wickedly; God would permit and use Shimei's wicked actions, 

as a means of disciplining David, for his sins.  This is part of God's sanctifying package for 

David.  This is why David says in verse 11, "Look, my own son, who came from my own body, 

is trying to kill me.  If God has providentially ordained that, then how much more, ought I not to 

complain, when he has ordained a Benjamite, from Saul's house, to desire the same?"  "The 

worst is already in process.  Will I now contend with this?  Leave him alone.  Let him curse me, 

as God has ordered him to do so."  Again, brethren, this is a further evidence of David's 

resignation to the will of God.  As painfully, and increasingly intense, as God's scourgings are, 

�  of �3 7



David has humbly resigned himself, to accept whatever God ordains, for David's good.  He gives 

his back to God, and willingly absorbs the humiliating blows. 

 And finally, David moves on to say in verse 12, "It may be that the Lord will look on my 

affliction, and that the Lord will repay me with good for his cursing this day."  Here, David 

expresses his hope, that God might look upon David's suffering, and his willingness to absorb it 

(his resignation to the will of God in it), with an eye of pity and compassion toward David, 

leading to God blessing him in some way.  Knowing the heart of God, that He does not delight 

in, nor intend, to long hold His children in the fires of affliction, David expresses his hope that 

God might soon, transfer him into a sphere of joy and peace, such as he once experienced.   

 And so, they continue on, enduring the great insults and taunting of Shimei, which 

probably emboldens Shimei, to do it all the more, as he finds himself, getting away with it, 

without recourse...until they are finally far enough away from the hill.  And they are weary and 

exhausted at this point, which leads them to find refreshment in the city of Bahurim, where 

water, food and supplies, were likely found.  Having endured such great hardship, both mentally 

and physically, the Lord grants them a "pause" of refreshment, before they continue on.   


II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications    

 Now brethren, let us conclude our time this morning, by considering a few closing, 

relevant thoughts and applications, in accordance with what we have just gone over: 

 1) First, let us be careful not to see David's response here, as a means of justifying 

laziness, carelessness or a neglect of our God-given responsibilities.  One can easily dissect 

David's response, out of its unique context, allowing the theological reality of God's sovereignty, 

to excuse us from our certain responsibilities.  "Well, David here says that Shimei, was sent 

(ordained) by God to curse him, and so he leaves him alone, so as, not to contend with God's 

sovereign will.  And if God is sovereign over all things (which He is), and if He providentially 

orders certain things to come to pass, who am I to do anything about it? 

 Now, consider how ridiculous, the outplaying of this kind of logic, can become.  For one, 

we can then apply this principle to any form of law breaking, can't we?  "Well, that man over 

there is robbing a bank, and so, if he gets away with it, God has sovereignly ordained it.  Who 

�  of �4 7



am I to interfere?"  "Hey look, Joe Schmo was in a car accident, and he is bleeding to death...but, 

God is sovereign.  It may be His will to let Joe die.  After all, He allowed the accident."  Now 

brethren, none of us, of course (I hope), would ever use that form of skewed and grossly 

distorted logic, but aren't we prone toward using it, for perhaps, bypassing other matters of 

responsibility, about which we ought to be concerned?   

 Standing before a counsel of well respected, leaders of the church, William Carey laid 

forth his vision for the salvation of the unconverted heathen in India, where the Name of Jesus, 

was virtually unknown, and a Bible in their native language, simply did not exist.  And these 

thorough bread Calvinists, and theological scholars, basically looked at Mr. Carey, and said, "We 

know that the people of India are unreached, but God is sovereign, and He will reach them in His 

own way and time."  Now brethren, what was the problem with this response?  Was it not that 

these men had confused God's sovereignty over all things, with the actual means, by which, God 

providentially accomplishes His will?  Did not God ordain to save the lost, by means of the 

proclamation of the Gospel, through the lips of men, sent by churches, to the whole world?   

 You see, brethren, that is a dangerous way of processing the sovereignty of God.  In fact, 

when you follow the Apostle Paul's ministry, who provided much of the insights and teachings, 

found in Calvinism, you find that theologically, his grasp of the sovereignty of God was 

unmatched and, in many ways, supreme, but the unfolding of his grasp of the reality of God's 

sovereignty, actually compelled him all the more, to do more, as if...as if, the conversion of the 

heathen, were in his hands.  Truly eaten, processed and digested Calvinism ought to lead to a 

fervent and improved outpouring of obedience to the will of God, in missions, evangelism, 

churchmanship, and in the striving after holiness.  A true processing of the sovereignty of God 

over all things, doesn't work against our responsibility...rather, it presses us into being more 

responsible, as we are confident that God will take and shape our labors, unto accomplishing the 

very things, that He has willed before time.  Paul puts it this way, in Ephesians 2:10, "For we are 

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 

we should walk in them." 

 Indeed, God's absolute sovereignty, drives us to throw ourselves into laboring for Christ, 

in His church, where His glory is deposited, for all generations...Amen!  And this is our time, 
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brethren!  God has ordained this time, for us to carry His glorious message to the ends of the 

earth, unto the gathering in of His elect!  

 And so, we cannot view the doctrine of God's sovereign providence, given all throughout 

Scripture, and confirmed by David's actions here; we cannot process it, in such a way that would 

lead us to do less, or to take it easy, or to shirk our responsibilities in Christ.  To do so, is to take 

from this text (and all of the others), that which it never means to give.   

 2) That said, clearly, David's response does have a meaning here, doesn't it?  And that 

meaning ought to affect the way, in which, we view all life circumstances.  What do we learn 

then, from David's response here?   

 Well, let me begin, by saying that the intent of the message here, is to affect our attitude 

and response to all circumstances, without removing whatever necessary responsibility that we 

have, in working through those circumstances.   

 Now indeed, as I said before, David's handling of this matter, is unique to the context.  In 

a normal, given situation, Shimei ought to have been put to death, for cursing and insulting the 

king (which is why, he will order Solomon to deal with Shimei later).  But David saw this as a 

part of God's design, to chastise David for his sin.  And so, there is a very unique motivation for 

David's response here, as he understands God's purpose, in all of his present sufferings.  David 

did indeed sin, and that grievously.  In one sense, he could have been labeled a "blood thirsty 

man," for what he had done to Uriah.  And so, he viewed these trials, in that light, and he 

resigned himself to the will of God, in them.  And there might be times, when we endure 

particular wrongs, by the world, without responding, because we recognize God's hand in it, in 

some significant way, for our sanctification.  Certainly, great wisdom would be needed, and care 

exercised, when assuming that to be the case, but for now, I am simply saying, that can be 

possible.  [Ex: We may be aware of a specific sin, which we are not dealing with, leading to our 

focused resignation to the will of God in our chastisement for the sin] 

 But, what we know that we can take from this, is the conscious reality that while we are 

called to properly assume our God-given responsibilities, at all times, we ought always to remind 

ourselves that all things do, in fact happen, within the context of God's providential will.  This is 

the other side of the coin, which I have already addressed in the first point.  In other words, while 
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we don't want to cast away our responsibility to act, because of what we know about God's 

sovereignty, we also, do not want to cast away what we know about God's sovereignty, when we 

act.  Whatever reaches us, in time and space, in a very real sense, must be from God.  Now again, 

when we are wronged, God is not directly responsible, and the person/people wronging us, does 

so, out of their own wicked hearts, but, nonetheless, God is sovereign even over those wrongs.  

All that happened with Job, was under the direct watchful care of God.  Satan went, only as far 

as God had allowed.  God set the boundaries, and the parameters, and satan could not, for a split-

second even, exceed them. 

 Now, what benefit is there, for us, to continually remind ourselves of the reality of God's 

sovereign hand, over all things?  Well, it affects our attitude, our prayer life, our obedience, our 

faith, and a host of other things, as well, doesn't it?  If I have been struck by some wrong, 

knowing that it has been done on God's watch, will lead me, not to ignore my responsibility in 

handling that wrong properly, but rather, to do so, in a way, which glorifies God, acknowledging, 

even His good and sovereign hand, in the affliction itself.  "Everything happens for a reason," 

doesn't it.  We don't always know that reason, but it does...and, if we are in Christ, we can be 

certain, thanks be unto God, that it must be for a good reason, leading me to be further 

conformed into the image of His Beloved Son!  And so, David's understanding of God's 

providence, in ordaining Shimei's ill-motivated actions, gives us the proper perspective on all 

that befalls us, be it for our physical good or physical demise.   

 3) Lastly brethren, notice quickly as well, a glorious reflection of the greater Son of 

David, found in this event.  Was not our Lord Jesus Christ, grossly accused, cursed, mocked, 

wronged and blasphemed, throughout the course of His passion?  And yet, for our sakes, He 

went silently, like a lamb, to the slaughter.  Ought this not to slow us down, and to prevent us 

from being "sons of thunder," toward the disobedient of our own day; ought this not to lead us to 

be able to endure the wrongs of others, for the sake of their never dying souls, and for the glory 

of Christ?  The voice of Shimei was found among the religious leaders, Pilate, the Roman 

soldiers, and the Jews, when our Lord was tried and put to death, for no sin of His own.  [Close 

with Isaiah 53]. 

AMEN!!!                Benediction: Jude 1:24-25 
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