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We have a two-week window here in the GraceLife pulpit this week and next week.  For 
various reasons, I want to take a short break from my ongoing series on the Sermon on 
the Mount to address a particular topic that has been on my mind over the past few 
weeks.  I want to introduce it with a historical note--it is not directly Christian, but you 
will see the application in time. 
 
Back in the Civil War, the Confederate general Joseph Johnston was one of the weaker 
leaders on either side of that American conflict.  He was too slow to engage a battle and 
he was too quick to sound retreat.  One man who knew him well said:  “Never in his life 
did Joseph Johnston make up his mind that everything was so exactly right that the time 
to act had come.” 
 
One outstanding historian on Civil War days writes this about Joseph Johnston:   

 
Though reputed to be a crack shot with a rifle, when Johnston went hunting he 
always complained that the bird flew too high or the dogs were too near—always 
some excuse for not committing himself.  “He was too fussy, too hard to please, 
too cautious, too much afraid to miss and risk his fine reputation for a crack 
shot.”  While everyone else banged away, missing often and occasionally bagging 
a bird, Johnston kept on with his excuses—he never did ‘miss,’ but only because 
he never shot. 

 
Too many of us are like Joseph Johnston when it comes to the matter of evangelism and 
in defending our faith to a world of sinners.  Some of us—and I say this by way of 
pastoral concern and care, not by way of harsh rebuke—some of us are so afraid of 
making a mistake, so afraid of saying the wrong thing, so afraid of not getting it exactly 
right, that we never fire a verbal shot in defense of the truth.   
 
It shouldn’t be that way and it doesn’t have to be that way.  All of us know what it is like 
to face unbelievers who are either hostile to Christianity, indifferent to Christianity, or 
even condescending toward our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  “I’m glad Christianity 
works for you, but I don’t need it.”  They pat you on your head and send you on your 
way.   
 
Whether it is hostility on the one end of the spectrum or indifference on the other or 
somewhere in between, sooner or later you have to deal with the question, “How am I 
going to defend and proclaim my faith before such people?” 
 
It’s not an option for us whether we share our faith or not.  Jesus commanded it.  He said 
“Go into all the nations and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.”  This is what we are supposed to do. 
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I know the feelings that run through the minds of a lot of people when ever someone gets 
up and says “I want to talk about sharing your faith.”  Don’t worry—I’m not announcing 
a GraceLife door-to-door evangelism program.   
 
I’m also not here to give you a step-by-step method for presenting the gospel—that’s not 
my purpose here today.  Many of you have enjoyed evangelism training from different 
sources and found them helpful and I thank God for that.  I’m glad for those things.  But 
my goal here today and next week is a little bit different.  I want to help you see how our 
theology that we teach week by week and month by month and year by year should shape 
your philosophy of evangelism and how a proper understanding of that frees you up and 
liberates you to start taking shots, as it were, in sharing your faith. 
 
When I was teaching Greek at the seminary, new students often came in with the history 
of being very active in speaking the gospel to people.  But the more they learned, the 
more that they started the languages and things like that, they would often complain that 
they felt less and less liberty to share because they started to realize more and more how 
much they didn’t know. 
 
I think that’s backwards—it shouldn’t be that way.  It’s like overtraining with lifting 
weights.  You get so strong that you get muscle bound.  I want to kind of limber up your 
muscles and let you see from the Scriptures why you should feel the freedom to speak 
even if you are not a gifted Bible teacher, even if you can’t explain the nuances of 
theology like Phil Johnson, even if you can’t explain the exegesis like John MacArthur 
can.  You as a believer in Jesus Christ should feel the confidence and the freedom to 
speak the truth when the opportunity presents itself.  You can do that.  The Scriptures 
make you competent to do that. 
 
I’m convinced that when it comes to the whole matter of apologetics and evangelism that 
many well-meaning, well-trained friends of ours have a tendency to make this all too 
complicated.  For the man who works in the world and the woman who stays at home and 
deals with her neighbors, I’m afraid those well-meaning people make it all too 
complicated for them.  They talk about apologetics with deep philosophical arguments 
that sometimes I don’t get.  Others come and pile up mountains of facts and evidence and 
say you need to know this in order to share your faith to an unbelieving world. 
 
I remember seeing as a new Christian a video along those lines—a six-part video and all 
of the evidence they said you had to know before to be able to share the faith.  You mean 
to say I can’t share Christ if I can’t remember all that stuff?   
 
Somewhere along the line, we have to come back to the Scriptures and approach it from 
that perspective.  Too much sophistication or an over-emphasis on evidence can paralyze 
you into silence, even though all the while you possess more than enough knowledge in 
the Bible to be able to share the gospel effectively with the lost.  There is no reason for us 
to be paralyzed into silence.  None. 
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Other well-meaning people (and I’m not trying to pick fights here—I’ll let you know 
when I’m trying to pick a fight, today is not one of those days), other well-meaning 
people go to another extreme and reduce your Christian witness to the idea of simply 
being friendly with people.  If you are nice enough and you don’t cuss, an unbeliever will 
somehow catch on and ask some questions.  And with that perspective, you lapse into 
silence for a different reason, mistakenly thinking that being a good guy is enough to 
communicate the gospel.  Beloved, that is inadequate. 
 
The Bible says in Romans 10:17 that:  “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ.”  WE do witness by our lives, but ultimately the witness must be verbal.  
How can they hear, Paul said in Romans 10, unless they have a preacher.  Unless 
someone speaks the truth of the gospel, you can be the nicest guy in the world and they 
are still going to go to hell because they haven’t heard the gospel.  Sooner or later, we 
have to speak. 
 
Well, today and next week, I want to give you five things that will make it easier for you 
to witness for Christ.  The battle is spiritual.  We want to overcome those internal 
hindrances that would keep us from speaking. 
 
And let me be clear about what I’m trying to do here.  I’m not trying to teach a seminary 
course here, I’m not trying to impress authors of apologetics with what I’m about to say, 
although I think it is consistent with good apologetics.  No—these two messages are 
primarily for people in the work-a-day world who want to see their loved ones, their co-
workers and their neighbors come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ—people who 
have family members that they want to share with but they just don’t know where to start.   
 
My fundamental conviction in that arena is this: there is no value in winning an argument 
about the existence of God, there is no value in winning an argument about the 
comparative truth claims of Christianity if the unbeliever walks away without hearing the 
gospel, without hearing about Christ crucified, Christ resurrected for the payment of sins, 
for the imputation of righteousness by faith—there is no value in that.  If we walk away 
thinking we had the upper hand, we go to another believer and give them the high-five 
that I smoked him in the argument, and yet this unbeliever walks away without being 
confronted in his sins and hearing about the love of Christ—I don’t know what we have 
accomplished. 
 
So we need to get really specific and I think the truths that we are going to talk about this 
week and next will help us to do that.  If you agree that there is no value in walking away 
having won an argument if someone walks away without hearing the gospel, then you 
will find that it quickly narrows the scope of things that you want to talk about in those 
times of discussions.  And so, what we want to do is just look at these five principles that 
will frame your approach to spiritual discussions, narrow the focus, and give you 
confidence in being able to speak out when those opportunities come. 
 

TheGraceLifePulpit.com



4 
 

“Confident Evangelism, #1” 
© 2007 by Don Green.  All rights reserved. 

 

We will cover two principles this week and the other three next week.  First principle is 
this—this is foundational, this is absolutely foundational.  First principle that you preach 
to yourself as you think about these matters is: 
 
1.  Remember the Sufficiency of the Scriptures 
 
Here is what I mean by remembering the sufficiency of the Scriptures.  Everything that is 
needed to bring a soul to Jesus Christ is found in the pages of Scripture.  That is 
immensely liberating because you do not have to know a whole lot of extra biblical stuff 
in order to be an effective witness for Christ.  It might be good to know things about 
science, things about other areas that sometimes impact these discussions.  But at the end 
of the day, when you are talking about someone being lost in sin and Jesus being the only 
Savior, what you need to carry out that discussion is found in the pages of Scriptures 
revealed by the Spirit of God. 
 
I want to give you just a few familiar verses to help you remember that and to call that to 
mind because this is where our confidence is.  This is where our power is.  This is the 
only message that we really have.  Listen—scholarly archeologists can debate back and 
forth about the meaning of archeology in Israel, but that doesn’t mean that they have the 
gospel.  What we have to do is we have to come back and just remind ourselves and in a 
sense put some blinders on until it is settled in our hearts that the Scriptures are what we 
need to carry out this discussion with an unbeliever.  Let me give you a few passages 
here. 
 
Psalm 19:7 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul.  The testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple. 
 

You say, “I’ve never studied.  I’ve never been to seminary.”  That doesn’t keep you from 
being an effective witness for Christ.  Be a man or woman of the Book. 
 
Another passage that I come back to again and again as years go by and I’d like you to 
turn there—Psalm 119, we will bounce around there in a couple different passages as we 
just try to pull some thoughts together to help us in this area.  Psalm 119: 97 as we 
consider the sufficiency of Scripture. 
 

Oh how I love your law, it is my meditation all the day.  Your commandments 
make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever mine.  I have more insight than 
all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.  I understand more than 
the aged because I have observed your precepts. 
 

Beloved, the simple mind, immersed and engaged in the Scriptures is a powerful tool in 
the hands of the Spirit of God to be a testimony for Christ.  It is not a seminary degree 
that makes someone effective in that way.  A seminary degree is fine as far as it goes, 
I’ve been to seminary, but don’t think for a moment that a lack of formal training keeps 
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you from being effective in handling the Scriptures and having insight in order to lead 
someone to a knowledge of Christ.  That’s not true.  The Scriptures are enough and that 
should give you confidence. 
 
From a New Testament perspective, turn to 2 Timothy 3:13.  We will be in this passage 
for just a few moments. 
 

But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. 
 

So you have evil men, sinful men around, you have false teachers, you have impostors, 
claiming to be teachers of God, spokesmen for God, but all they are doing they are 
deceiving and they are being self-deceived.  What does Paul say to Timothy in the midst 
of that environment which mirrors our own?  Timothy, here is what you do.  He said: 
 

Continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from 
whom you have learned them and that from childhood, you have known the 
sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 

He says, Timothy, go back to the Scriptures in the midst of this spiritually deceptive 
environment.  And in passing, Paul says something that is so important to us today for 
our purposes.  He says they are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  This passage teaches us that the Scriptures are 
enough. 
 
And so here is what that means.  You do not have to know, for example, the latest spin on 
evolutionary theory to confront an unbeliever with his sin and to call him to repentance 
and faith in Christ.  That is liberating, that is absolutely liberating because your power 
comes from the Scriptures.  That kind of scientific knowledge has its place, I’m glad that 
there are men who carry this discussion through the greater Christian community.  But 
for the man in the work-a-day world, who is just trying to be an effective witness for 
Christ, understand that it is in this Book that you find your power and your sufficiency to 
do that. 
 
Think about it this way.  Even the best creationist approach to evolutionary theory by 
itself does not communicate the gospel—does it?  Keep it straight in your mind what the 
issues are and what it is that you are trying to do.  If you are wanting to communicate the 
gospel, then the Scriptures are where you want to go.   
 
So if you are a fairly new Christian and you are a little bit unsure about where all of this 
takes you, simply memorize some key Bible verses that talk about sin, about the person 
and work of Christ, salvation by faith, and then trust the Spirit of God to bring those to 
your mind at just the right time in the midst of those discussions.  Let the Bible be the 
issue, let the Bible, which is sufficient to give the wisdom that leads to salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus, be the point of discussion. 
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Now with that said, it is not just that the Scriptures are sufficient for the unbeliever to 
come to Christ.  The Scriptures are also sufficient to make you adequate as you share 
Christ.  Look at verses 16 and 17 in 2 Timothy 3 where Paul says: 
 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training and righteousness so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work. 
 

The Scriptures are inspired by God and those very Scriptures are what make you 
adequate to share the gospel.  They make you adequate to explain the way of salvation.  
As you are pursuing the Scriptures in a growing relationship with Christ day by day, God 
uses that growing walk to make you adequate for every good work that He puts in your 
path—including those times when you are called upon to declare your faith.  Absolutely. 
No question about it. 
 
Most of us in those discussions will face questions that we don’t know the answers to.  If 
you are new to sharing the gospel, a fairly new Christian, don’t worry that you don’t 
know the answer.  Just simply say, “That’s a good question, I’ll get back to you on that.”  
If you are here at Grace Church, you have abundant people and resources around you to 
help answer whatever question is going to come up.  So you find the answer and get back 
to them.  That doesn’t need to keep you back from proclaiming Christ. 
 
So the first key for you to start with—this is absolutely the fundamental cornerstone of 
being an effective witness for Christ—is that you are convinced in the authority and 
power of Scripture that is genuinely the word of God.  It is genuinely able to impart the 
knowledge that leads to salvation and is genuinely able to make you adequate for the task 
at hand.   
 
Don’t run from evangelism thinking you are not prepared.  If you are a Christian and you 
know something about the Scriptures, God has enabled you to be able to speak.  Speak as 
one in the presence of God, obeying the commandment of God, not as one trying to 
measure up to the standard that you see in teachers around you.  God didn’t put your 
teacher in the middle of that discussion—He put you there.  So speak. 
 
Let’s transition out a little bit now.  So what happens when the unbeliever says, “I don’t 
accept the authority of the Bible.  You are just assuming what you want to prove.”  When 
that happens, and it will happen, beloved, do not think like this.  Don’t say to yourself, 
“Oh, oh, now I’ve got to find some other way to defend the faith here.”   
 
You are at a fork in the road when that happens.  Far too often someone will think, “Let’s 
talk about something other than the Bible.  I can show him what I think it is kind of 
reasonable and then we’ll get back to the Bible later.”  Persuasive areas of apologetics tell 
us that we have to be prepared to use something other than the Bible to reach them for 
Christ.  And what they will tell you is that your goal is to show them that it is extremely 
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probable that Christianity is true and you pile up this evidence to say, “Isn’t it more likely 
than not that Christianity is true?”   
 
Beloved, that approach is the denial of what we believe.  You do not have the liberty to 
say the gospel is more probably than not true.  The Bible is absolutely true.  The gospel is 
absolutely true.  You do not have the liberty to qualify and bring it down from absolute 
truth to that which is only probable.  God has spoken.  To cast doubt on that, especially as 
a believer in Christ, is to call His credibility into question.  We always proclaim the 
gospel from a dogmatic insistence that it is absolutely true.  No matter how much we 
stand in the face of an onslaught of criticism that says, “I don’t believe the Bible, you are 
arguing in circles,” or whatever, you never back away from asserting the truth and 
reliability of Scripture. 
 
I must have a thing for military illustrations this morning because I have another one for 
you to illustrate that you don’t run from that fight about the authority of Scripture.  When 
this issue comes up, you don’t try to go around it, you face it head on.   
 
Our beloved Travis Allen, as most of you know, was a Navy SEAL.  For some reason he 
found enjoyment in his younger days sleeping on rocks and learning how to kill people 
with his bare hands.  Travis has often told me that part of his training as a Navy SEAL 
was how to respond to an ambush.  When you come under fire unexpectedly, how do you 
respond to that?  And more particularly, how do you respond to a well-planned ambush 
by the enemy that doesn’t leave you with a route of escape?  You are surrounded and the 
fire is coming from this direction, what do you do there? 
 
Travis has told me what you do in the middle of that ambush is you stand up, you get in 
line with the line of fire, and start walking right in the direction of where the firing is 
coming from, firing your weapon all the time.  You meet the assault head on.  You don’t 
run from it.  You walk straight into that battle. 
 
That is the exact same way you assert the authority of Scripture.  When an unbeliever 
either through hostility or through ignorance attacks the Bible and says, “I don’t believe 
the Bible,” you have to recognize that as a direct attack on the heart of your faith.  There 
is no route of escape.  If you surrender the Bible, or if we set the Bible aside to try to deal 
with the assault from a different direction, you have given up the only thing that you have 
that is powerful for the proclamation of the gospel.  You can’t walk away from that and 
be faithful.  You can’t walk away from that without abandoning your hope of getting 
somewhere in the discussion. 
 
This is hard for some people to get their arms around.  But the truth of the matter is that 
you do not abandon the authority of Scriptures in order to defend the faith of the 
Scriptures.  It is precisely when that issue is on the table that you most have to play the 
part of the man, stand up, and walk right into the face of that battle.  You can’t walk away 
from that fight because everything is at stake. 
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Whether anyone believes it or not, whether anyone accepts the fact or not, the objective 
truth is that the Bible is the word of God.  The fact that someone questions that fact 
doesn’t change it.  We accept Christianity and the gospel on the highest possible 
testimony there is.  We accept it on the authority and revelation of God Himself who has 
spoken, not because the Bible passes some nonexistent higher standard of truth.  God has 
spoken.  In the throne of the universe, in Shekinah glory, God has spoken.  Why do you 
want to go some place else, appeal to something else for the authority and the power and 
the persuasion of your argument?  That’s suicide.  That’s ridiculous.  There is no higher 
testimony.  God has spoken in the Bible and you go from there, you reason from there. 
 
Non-Christians have their own starting point, their own presupposition (for those of you 
that are looking for that word in this sermon).  They either assume the authority of church 
tradition, or they assume the authority of science, or they assume the authority of their 
own feelings, “This is true because it sounds good to me,” or they assume the authority of 
their own reason.  They may not recognize it, but that is the way it is.  We all have some 
kind of ultimate authority that we appeal to.   
 
Your job is to help the unbeliever see that.  When they criticize you for assuming the 
standard of truth in the Bible, you have to help them see that they are doing the exact 
same thing—just with a different standard.  Usually their standard is nothing more than 
what their own opinion is.   
 
Somebody that was born 30 years ago, who is a sinner before God, with a darkened mind, 
is going to stand up and say what truth is?  And you are going to let him get away with 
that?  You are going to walk away from the Scriptures to satisfy an unbelieving mind like 
that?  Come on!!  You are a bigger man than that, you are a bigger Christian than that, 
you have a bigger God and a bigger Bible than that.   
 
The massive power and glory of God is behind the Scriptures.  If you are a Christian and 
you are arguing from that understanding, you are on the winning side of the argument.  
History and the coming of Christ will vindicate you.  Don’t walk away from it for the 
sake of some perceived advantage in a short conversation.  Don’t ever walk away from 
the authority of Scriptures. 
 
You say “Well, what do I say to them then when they say that?”  Remember, you are 
walking straight into the line of fire, firing your weapon as you go.  You say something 
like “Friend, your problem is that you have presupposed, probably without even realizing 
it, that what you think is the final standard of truth.  It’s not.  You need to believe what 
the Scriptures say.”   
 
You make that confrontation the point.  You make that collision of world views the point.  
You have to help them think this way and realize what the standard of truth is.  And if 
they say, “I don’t believe in absolute truth,” you stay in the line of fire and say, “But 
there is an absolute truth, it is the Scriptures and you need to believe them.” 
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You openly acknowledge that your beliefs stems from your commitment to Jesus Christ 
and your confidence in the authority of the word of God and you call them to that same 
standard.  At a practical level, you simply say, “Read the Bible for yourself.  This is the 
standard.  Read it for yourself.”  Often the people who say, “I don’t believe the Bible,” 
haven’t even read it.  Who are they to question the wisdom of God?   
 
God creates faith in us through exposure to the words of Scriptures.  If you call them to 
the Scriptures and they go back and open the Bible, you have got them where you want 
them.   If they never get to that point, it doesn’t help to have talked about something else.  
Sooner or later they have to accept the authority of the Bible if they are going to turn 
from sin and believe in Christ.  Otherwise, they are going to hell and it is only in the 
Scriptures where the gospel is revealed.   
 
So don’t let yourself be satisfied with a second-class discussion where you set aside the 
authority of the Bible and say “Let’s talk about the evidence then.”  You can talk about 
the evidence for the next 30 years and make an argument that would make an attorney 
proud, but at the end of the day, that unbeliever can still turn his back on it and say, “I 
don’t believe it.”  And when that happens, you have fought the battle on the wrong 
ground.  You fought it over evidences that aren’t going to save them anyway.   
 
What’s the point of that? 
 
So you have to point your own mind to the sufficiency of Scripture and you want to point 
the unbeliever to the sufficiency of Scripture as well.  If they won’t listen to the Bible 
when it comes to the gospel, they are not going to listen to your other arguments, so don’t 
waste your time. 
 
But if they pick up the Bible and they start to read it at your suggestion, then you have 
succeeded in exposing them directly to the work of the omnipotent Spirit of God.  That’s 
an accomplishment.  Isn’t that what you want?  Don’t you want them to be exposed 
directly to Christ in the pages of Scriptures? 
 
I realize that unbelievers will usually react against that.  So I want to ask this question.  
Why is it that an unbeliever would just turn his back on the promise of eternal life found 
in the gospel?  Why is it that family member or neighbor or co-worker simply won’t 
understand your reasonable presentation of the faith when it seems so obvious to you?  
Why is it that they don’t respond and repent at the first sound of the gospel?  Why are 
these conversations so hard?  Why is it like talking to a dead man? 
 
Here is the second thing that you need to remember as you are sharing and defending 
your faith. 
 
2.  Remember the Seriousness of Sin 
 
You have to remember the seriousness of sin as you are engaged in sharing your faith so 
that you understand what you are dealing with.  Now when we talk about sin, many 
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people, probably including at least some of you, the idea of sin brings up the ideas of 
having some bad things which God does forbid—stealing, killing, adultery, and external 
acts like that.  Now truly, those things are sinful, they are wrong and God will judge 
them.  He will vindicate the holiness of His law against all transgressors—that is true.  
But that is not exactly what we are talking about here today.  For those of you that like 
the theological terms, I’m about to talk about the noetic effects of the fall. 
 
In the context of sharing your faith, you have to get this.  It will encourage you, help you, 
and drive you to dependence on God if you do.  You need to realize the impact that sin 
has on those with whom you are talking to.  The problem of sin goes far deeper and is far 
more profound than the things that someone does or does not do against the law of God.  
The problem of sin affects the very core of how they receive your words.  It is the grid 
through which they filter everything that you say, and you need to account for that. 
 
I want to show you a few different passages here in the time that we have left.  Turn to 
Ephesians 2:1-3.  The apostle Paul is talking to Christians here, but he is describing the 
state of the unbeliever.  He says in verses 1-3: 
 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you formerly walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them 
we, too, all, formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath even as the rest. 
 

This is a gloomy description of the mind and ability of the unbeliever.  This describes the 
mind of one to whom you are trying to share the gospel.  The unbeliever is dead in sin.  
(By the way, we all as Christians have been delivered from sin and so we don’t speak 
from an attitude of spiritual superiority.  We speak from an attitude of gratitude to God 
who by His grace has delivered us from this.)   
 
The unbeliever is dead in sin, dominated by the devil, and doomed to suffer the wrath of 
God.  What that means for you as you are sharing your faith is that the unbeliever is 
profoundly biased against God.  That is hugely important for you to remember.   
 
The sinner is not someone who just needs enough evidence and reasons and then he 
would inevitably trust Christ.  That’s not true at all.  Quite to the contrary, turn back to 
the book of Romans, chapter one.  Paul says in the beginning of his systematic 
presentation of the gospel in the book of Romans: 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness because that 
which is known about God is evident within them, for God made it evident to 
them (1:18-19).  Even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or 
give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations and their foolish heart 
was darkened (1:21). 
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The Bible describes an unbeliever as someone who is consciously and actively 
suppressing the truth, lest it comes to his conscience and exposes his sinful deeds.  He has 
a vested interest in turning the conversation away from the truth. 
 
Go to Romans 3:10:  “There is none righteous, not even one.”  Go to those following 
verses as well.   
 

There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God.  All have turned 
aside, together they have become useless. 
 

One more passage that I want you to be aware of in this context and we will try to tie it 
together.  The gospel of John 3:19, the Bible says this: 
 

This is the judgment that the light (Jesus Christ) has come into the world and men 
loved the darkness rather than the light for their deeds were evil.  For everyone 
who does evil hates the light and does not come to the light for fear that his deeds 
will be exposed. 
 

When you are sharing the gospel or defending your faith in the presence of an unbeliever, 
you have to remember that that sinner is not an equal partner in the pursuit of truth.  He 
doesn’t want the truth no matter what he says.   
 
The sinner is exactly like what you used to be before God opened your eyes.  He has a 
vested interest in turning the conversation away from the truth.  He has a spiritual 
motivation to deny everything that you say.  The sinner’s problem isn’t a lack of 
information when you are sharing the gospel and sharing Christ with him.  His problem is 
that he loves his sin.  He loves being his own master.  He doesn’t want a righteous Lord 
reigning over him.  That would turn his whole life upside down and he would have to 
surrender the things that he loves. 
 
Because of that fundamental problem with sin rooted deep in the heart of an unbeliever, 
he cannot evaluate spiritual things properly and he will not evaluate spiritual things 
properly.  1 Corinthians 2:14 says this: 
 

A natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them because they are spiritually 
appraised. 
 

Don’t over-estimate the smarts that an unbeliever brings to this discussion.  He doesn’t 
bring anything intelligent to the discussion when you are talking about these spiritual 
things.  I’m not saying unbelievers cannot be intelligent in a human sense.  But when it 
comes to appraising God’s spiritual truth as it is revealed in the gospel, he is not a 
contributor to the discussion, and you have to help him see that. 
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The sinner is like a judge of a case who has taken a bribe before the evidence is even 
introduced.  That judge who has taken a bribe will not hear the case fairly.  He won’t 
process the evidence fairly, and he will come to an unjust conclusion.   
 
The sinner is in the exact same spot and you have to take that into account as you talk 
with him.  When you share the gospel, you have to remember the seriousness of sin.  Sin 
may make him hostile, it may make them callous and indifferent, but whatever the case, 
as you are standing there sharing your faith, being a soldier for the gospel, don’t be 
surprised when they don’t get it or they dismiss you.  That sinner—and this is where our 
compassion should be invoked—that sinner is in bondage to sin, he is dominated by the 
devil, everything is stacked against him. 
 
And so it is not that you failed in your presentation when they walk away.  Rather that 
kind of rejection of the gospel is simply a reminder to you that you are completely 
dependent on the word of God and the Spirit of God to give you any fruit to your witness.  
You in your own right do not have the spiritual keys to unlock that.  You can’t by force 
or power or persuasion or force of your will make anyone receive the gospel.   
 
That is the work of God and God does His work through the proclamation of the 
Scriptures.  So we come full circle and we say, “That’s why I have to come right back to 
the Bible.”  Because sin is the problem, you have to expose them to that.  You have to 
confront them with sin.  No evangelistic encounter is complete until something like this 
has been said:  “Friend, you are a sinner.  You have broken the law of God and His 
judgment is upon you.”   
 
You appeal to their conscience in light of the word of God in order to awaken their need 
for a Savior.  Don’t underestimate the power of the simple conviction and the simple 
assertion of these things.  You press the authority of Scripture and the awfulness of sin 
because they need to repent and believe in Christ or they are going to hell.  That’s what’s 
at stake. 
 
Now praise be to God, He is sovereign over all of this, and the results of this are up to 
Him.  We proclaim these things and then we commit that unbeliever to Him.  But get the 
real issues out on the table.  Do it in the confidence in the sufficiency of Scripture that 
understands the reality of sin. 
 
Now we’re just getting started.  I’ll have a lot more to say about this whole matter next 
time.  But for now, bow your heads with me.   
 
I’m mindful that even in this room, some of you may not yet know Christ.  For you I 
would just say in all love and tenderness that the Bible is the authority.  You are a sinner 
and Jesus Christ is the only Savior.  He is the one who died and rose again to take away 
your sin.  Now He freely offers His love to you in the gospel.  Oh unbelieving friend, 
won’t you repent of your sin, receive Christ, and escape the horrible wrath of God that is 
to come? 
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Father, for the rest of us, make us the witnesses that you have called us to be.  Reinforce 
and reinvigorate our confidence in the sufficiency of Scripture.  Father, give us your 
powerful aid through the work of your Spirit as these opportunities to talk about Christ 
come up.  Help us, Father to stand for the truth.  Help us to be faithful.  And even as 
much if not more Father, work in the hearts of those unbelievers because only you can 
circumcise their hearts.  Only you have the power to overcome the horrible bondage of 
sin. 
 
Father, we are grateful and stunned and tremble in the fact that you have entrusted the 
spread of the gospel to broken human vessels like us.  But Father, as we share, would you 
show that the power of these things, the power of the gospel is yours.  In our weakness, 
prove your strength.  Father, bring prepared hearts to each one of us here in this room, so 
that we may have opportunity to proclaim the gospel to the lost and that we would see 
people come to Christ through our own personal witness. 
 
Father, that’s what you called us to do, but if you don’t help us, we will fail.  Give us 
your grace to accomplish what you commanded so that it might all be to your glory and 
that other souls would be brought into the chorus of voices that praise the name of Christ 
who saved us from our sin.  In His glorious and matchless name we pray, amen. 

 
 

This message was transcribed by Shari Main. 
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