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For this week:  
● The LORD’s people and His purpose (part 2) 46:1-13 
● Free but not yet home (part 1) 47:1-15 

 
Context  

● The book of the Servant (38 - 55): How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

Structure 
 

The Great Deliverance: the Work of Cyrus (44:24 - 48:22) 

Cyrus: builder and conqueror 44:24 - 45:8 

The LORD’s people and His purpose 45:9 - 46:13 

Free but not yet home 47:1 - 48:22 

 
  



 
● Free, Yet Not Home 48:1-22 

○ Theme 
■ Ch 48 is the climax of the section on the delivery from Babylon (44:24 - 48:22) 
■ V20-21 brings the fulfillment of the LORD’s plan to deliver His people from 

Babylon through Cyrus. 
■ But there is a further problem: they are still the same people in bondage to sin 

● V1 Called by the name Israel, but not in truth or right  
● V4 Obstinate 
● V5 Idolatrous 
● V8 Unhearing, unknowing, treacherous, rebellious. 

■ The LORD’s solution introduced 
● Parallel passages 

○ V3 The former things.  V14-15 the work of Cyrus 
○ V6 New things.  V16 The Servant 

○ Structure 
■ V1-11 The former things and the new things 
■ V12-22 Delivered but not yet free 

 
○ V1-2 Israel called to hear 

1 Hear this, O house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel, and who came from the waters of 
Judah, who swear by the name of the LORD and confess the God of Israel, but not in truth or right. 2 For 
they call themselves after the holy city, and stay themselves on the God of Israel; the LORD of hosts is 
his name.  

■ Hear this.  Call to hear and respond in faith. 
■ God’s people 

● O house of Jacob: by origin 
● who are called by the name of Israel: by covenant 
● who came from the waters of Judah: by tribe 

■ Their profession 
● swear by the name of the LORD 
● confess the God of Israel 
● call themselves after the holy city 

● stay themselves on the God of Israel 
○ Much outward show of religion 

■ The reality 
● Not in truth or right. 

○ False profession 
■ Their God 

● God of Israel.   
○ 2x for emphasis 
○ A failed people but He is still their God. 

 
 



○ V3-5 The former things: blessings for the unworthy 

3 “The former things I declared of old; they went out from my mouth, and I announced them; then 
suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 4 Because I know that you are obstinate, and your neck is 
an iron sinew and your forehead brass, 5 I declared them to you from of old, before they came to pass I 
announced them to you, lest you should say, ‘My idol did them, my carved image and my metal image 
commanded them.’  

■ V3 The divine LORD 

● The former things. The Cyrus events. 
● I declared...I did 

○ The true God in action: demonstrating His divinity. 
■ V4-5 The idolatrous people 

● I know. 
○ God knows the hearts of  His people  

● that you are obstinate, and your neck is an iron sinew and your 
forehead brass. 

○ Hard heart, stiff neck, hard head. 
● I declared them to you from of old, before they came to pass I 

announced them to you lest you should say, ‘My idol did them, 

○ Here is the sin problem 
■ God clearly demonstrates His divinity in His works 
■ Man suppresses the truth, and turns to idols. 

■ As Ro 1:18-23 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, 
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping things. 

 
  



 
○ V6-8 New things declared 

6 “You have heard; now see all this; and will you not declare it? From this time forth I announce to you 
new things, hidden things that you have not known. 7 They are created now, not long ago; before today 
you have never heard of them, lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew them.’ 8 You have never heard, you 
have never known, from of old your ear has not been opened. For I knew that you would surely deal 
treacherously, and that from before birth you were called a rebel.  

■ V6 Call to witness 

● Spoken to the nation 
● You have heard; now see all this; and will you not declare it?  

○ Heard.  The former things: delivery through Cyrus. 

● Now see all this. 
○ The coming new things 

● Will you not declare it 
○ Call to evangelism 

■ V6 New things  

● I announce to you new things, 
○ Introducing the work of the Servant, who will deliver from sin. 

■ V7-8 The rebellious people 
● The LORD knows His people 

○ have never heard 
○ have never known 
○ from of old your ear has not been opened.  

○ you would surely deal treacherously,  
○ from before birth you were called a rebel.  

 
  



 
○ V9-11 The reason for the new things 

9 “For my name’s sake I defer my anger; for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut 
you off. 10 Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. 11 
For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give 
to another.  

■ V9 God’s mercy 

● I defer my anger...I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off. 
○ The punishment deserved is eternal separation from God 
○ The punishment is deferred, not removed. 
○ The deserved punishment would be borne by the Servant. 

■ As Is 53:4-6 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Who gave up Jacob to the looter, and Israel to the 
plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom we 
have sinned, in whose ways they would not walk, and 
whose law they would not obey? 

■ V9, 11 Basis for mercy 
● For my name’s sake 

○ God’s character  
○ God's revelation as the redeeming God. 

● how should my name be profaned 
○ He would be shown to be not God if He did not do what He 

declared  
● My glory I will not give to another.  

○ If His people remain in bondage in Babylon then Bel and Nebo 
get the glory. 

○ If his people remain in bondage to sin, then sin gets the glory.  
■ V10 Refining 

● I have refined you, but not as silver 
○ Not as refining silver, where the result is pure silver.  God’s 

people remain impure. 

● the furnace of affliction 
○ Exile to Babylon  

 
  



 
○ V12-16 Structure  

■ Starts the second half of the poem 
■ Three parts each starting with “listen” 

● V12-13 The sovereign Lord 
● V14-15 The acting Lord 
● V16 A new actor 

 
○ V12-13 The sovereign Lord 

12 “Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am he; I am the first, and I am the last. 13 My 
hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens; when I call to them, 
they stand forth together.  

■ V12a Call to listen 

● O Jacob, and Israel.  To the nation 
● whom I called 

○ Israel was unfaithful to their calling (v1) but the LORD is faithful 
in His calling. 

■ V12b-13 The sovereign Lord 

● I am he 

○ The one God  
● I am the first, and I am the last.  

○ Eternal  
○ Unchanging  

● My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out 
the heavens 

○ Creator of all. 
● when I call to them, they stand forth together. 

○ Sovereign over all 
 
  



 
○ V14-15 The acting Lord 

14 “Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these things? The LORD loves him; 
he shall perform his purpose on Babylon, and his arm shall be against the Chaldeans. 15 I, even I, have 
spoken and called him; I have brought him, and he will prosper in his way.  

■ V14a 2nd call to hear.   
■ V14b Reassurance  

● Who among them has declared these things? 
○ Challenge to the “gods” who would oppose Yahweh. 

■ V14c Accomplishment  
● The LORD loves him 

○ Cyrus: the LORD’s chosen one. 
● he shall perform his purpose on Babylon 

○ He: Cyrus 
○ His: the LORD 

■ V15 Reassurance 2 

● I, even I, have spoken and called him 
○ A pagan king is the LORD’s anointed. 
○ Israel called to trust: The LORD is the one who does these 

things. 

 
  



 
○ V16 A new actor  

16 Draw near to me, hear this: from the beginning I have not spoken in secret, from the time it came to 
be I have been there.” And now the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit. 

■ V16a Call to come near 
● Draw near to me, hear this 

○ 3rd call to hear 

● from the beginning I have not spoken in secret 
○ From the beginning.   

■ Starting in Genesis, continuing with the prophets. 
○ I have not spoken in secret 

■ God has spoken. 
■ The prophets spoke openly.   

■ Not in mysterious ways, as the heathen soothsayers 
● From the time it came to be I have been there 

○ It.   
■ Possibly the deliverance through Cyrus 

○ From the time it came to be I have been there 

■ In the Cyrus events, the LORD has been present from 
the beginning. 

■ V16b One sent 
● And now the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit. 

○ And now 
■ Transition from the former things (delivery from 

Babylon) to the new things (delivery from sin) 
○ the Lord GOD has sent me, and his Spirit. 

■ A new actor  
● Separate from the LORD 
● Sent by the LORD 
● With His Spirit 

■ Only the Servant fulfills these. 
● Is 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my 

chosen, in whom my soul delights;  I have put 
my Spirit upon him; 

● Note the structure 

 

Former things v3-6a Cyrus v14-15 

New things v6b-7 Servant v16 

 
  



 
○ Structure of v17-22 

■ Sections on peace (v17-19, v22) bracket a section on deliverance from Babylon 
(v20-21) 

○ V17-19 The peace that was forfeited 

17 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the LORD your God, who teaches 
you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go. 18 Oh that you had paid attention to my 
commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves 
of the sea; 19 your offspring would have been like the sand, and your descendants like its grains; their 
name would never be cut off or destroyed from before me.”  

■ V17 God leads His people in the way they should go.   
● The LORD.  Yahweh.  Personal, covenant name 
● Redeemer.  The next-of-kin who takes on the burden of one in bondage. 
● Holy One of Israel.  Holy.  Of Israel. 
● Teaches...leads...commandments.  God leads His people through His 

word. 

 
■ V18-19 Blessings forfeited 

● Oh that you had paid attention to my commandments!  

○ Israel’s sin: not believing the word of God. 
● Then your peace would have been like a river 

○ Continually flowing. 
● your righteousness like the waves of the sea; 

○ Continually crashing with mighty force. 
● your offspring would have been like the sand 

○ Re Gen 22:17 God’s promise to Abraham. 
●  their name would never be cut off or destroyed 

○ Their name...cut off: Israel as a theocracy would cease to exist. 

 
  



 
○ V20-21 Deliverance from Babylon 

20 Go out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it out to 
the end of the earth; say, “The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob!” 21 They did not thirst when he 
led them through the deserts; he made water flow for them from the rock; he split the rock and the 
water gushed out.  

■ V20 Call to come out 
● Go out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea 

○ Israel is called out of Babylon.   
○ As the exodus from Egypt. 
○ A command to separate themselves entirely 

● declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it out to the end of the 
earth;  

○ A world-changing event brought about by the LORD. 
■ Cyrus roused. 
■ A conqueror turned into a liberator 
■ The LORD’s promise fulfilled. 

● Jer 29:10 For thus says the LORD: When seventy 
years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, 
and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you 
back to this place. 

○ Israel’s response was meagre: only 42,360 returned (Neh 7:66).  
Had they responded as in the Exodus from Egypt, it would have 
been a witness to the world.  

● The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob! 
○ Has taken their need upon Himself and met it. 

■ V21 The LORD’s provision 
● he made water flow for them from the rock 

○ Re  Ex 17:6 At Meribah when Moses struck the rock to provide 
water for the people 

○ A time when the LORD provided for a grumbling people. 

 
  



 
○ V22 The continuing problem 

22  “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.” 
■ An epitaph of the Babylonian experience. 
■ Peace.  With God. 
■ Wicked. 

● Israel went to Babylon because of sin  
○ Is 42:24 Who gave up Jacob to the looter, and Israel to the 

plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom we have 
sinned, in whose ways they would not walk, and whose law they 
would not obey? 

● They return to Jerusalem the same people 
○ No longer worshipping physical idols but not truly repenting. 
○ Not recognizing their need for a Savior. 

● They still need to be brought back to the LORD. 
  



Discussion 

We will break into three groups for discussion.  The questions are 
1. Not in truth or right 48:1-5 

a. Confessing the God of Israel 
b. Saying, “My idol did this.” 

2. Anger deferred 48:9-11 
a. Deferred not removed 
b. For My name’s sake 
c. Ps 90:11 Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear 

of you? 
3. The sovereign Lord  48:12-15 

a. I am the Lord 
b. I have called him to accomplish My purpose. 

 

Remember to worship the Lord:  (1) See  (2) Know (3) Respond 

For next week: Review 44:24 - 48:22 
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