
John (75): The Voice of Unbelief, Hope, and Despair  

 

Beginning with v20, certain Greeks sought out the disciplines that they might see Jesus (v21)—thus the 

disciplines came and told this to Jesus (v22)—this leads to our Savior's response, which starts in v23 and goes 

through v36... 

 

Our Savior's response is basically twofold—[1] In vv23-33, He describes the necessity of the cross, and its 

three primary effects—[a] through His cross, He would glorify Himself (v23) and His Father (v28), [b] 

through His cross He would bind Satan, and plunder his house (v31), and [c] through His cross He would 

purchase salvation for His mixed bride, made of Jews and Gentiles (v32)... 

 

[2] In vv34-36, He exhorts His unsaved hearers to believe upon Him as the light, that they may become sons of 

light—in other words, having taught them about the nature and necessity of His death, our Savior now urges 

His hearers to come to Him and be saved... 

 

I suggest that verses 34-36 is a conversation of three voices—the voice of unbelief (v34), comes from the 

unbelieving Jews—the voice of Hope (vv35-36a), comes from our Savior, and the voice of Despair (v36b), 

comes from John... 

 

I.   The Voice of Unbelief—v34 

II.  The Voice of Hope—vv35-36a 

III. The Voice of Despair—v36b   

 

I.   The voice of Unbelief—v34 

 

1. V34—"The people answered Him, We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how 

can You say, The Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man..." 

2. Now—before I go any further, let me point out what I think is obvious, and that is, this verse is the voice 

of unbelief... 

3. It appears evident that this voice followed our Savior throughout His earthly ministry—it was no doubt a 

source of sorrow to Him... 

4. And yet, to complicate matters, it seems that it's almost always from His own people, that is the Jewish 

nation... 

5. Jn.1:10-11—"He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know 

Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him..." 

6. [1] It was knowledgeable unbelief—"We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever, how can 

You say, the Son of Man must be lifted up..." 

7. The Jews rightly wed together "the Christ" and "Son of Man"—they knew the OT describes the Messiah 

as the Son of Man... 

8. Dan.7:13-14—"I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with 

the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. then to 

Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 

Him. He is dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one 

which shall not be destroyed..." 

9. In one sense, the Jews knew their OT Scripture—they knew that Jesus was referring back to passages like 

Daniel 7... 

10. Within this book, He is describes both as the Son of Man and the Messiah (9:25-26), which is the Hebrew 

equivalent to Christ... 

11. If the OT (the law) foretold that the Christ (the Son of Man), would have an eternal kingdom—How can 

He be lifted up... 

12. [2] It was ignorant unbelief—here I am thinking of this phrase—"How can He be lifted up"—that is, die a 

shameful death...  

13. If the OT (the law) foretold that Christ would reign forever, then how can He be lifted up upon a Roman 

cross... 
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14. This is the very truth over which the Jews stumbled—how could the Messiah be a Lion and Lamb at the 

same time... 

15. John Gill—"The Jews rightly understood him, that by the son of man he meant the Messiah, and by his 

being lifted up, his death; but they did not understand, how the Messiah could die, and yet abide for 

ever..." 

16. J.C. Ryle—"The Jews could not and would not understand that messiah was to suffer as well as to reign, to 

die as a Sacrifice as well as to appear in glory. They could not and would not see that the two things could 

be reconciled, and could meet in one person..." 

17. [3] It was wilful unbelief—"Who is this Son of Man"—by "willful" I mean, they simply refused to believe 

His words... 

18. Over and again, our Savior has identified Himself as the Son of Man—they simply refused to believe 

Him...  

19. Now—before I go any further, I thought I would here pause for a minute and explain this phrase—"the 

Son of Man..." 

20. Fundamentally, this phrase teaches two closely related truths—[a] as the Son of Man, He is A Son of 

Man... 

21. This means He is fully and truly human—He assumed in His incarnation, a human soul and body, without 

sin... 

22. [b] As the Son of Man, He is THE Son of Man—by this is meant, He is the Messiah, the Second Man, and 

Last Adam... 

23. He is NOT one of many men—He is THE Son of Man, come from heaven, to reconcile fallen man with 

God... 

24. Thus, the phrase "Son of Man" is a messianic title, that beautifully describes not only His person but His 

purpose... 

25. The eternal Son of God, became in time, the Son of Man, so that sons of the devil, would become sons of 

God...   

26. Thus, before I move unto verses 35-36, I want to suggest a few lessons from these unbelieving religious 

Jews... 

27. I've heard many Christians agree, that one of the most difficult kinds of people to witness to, are religious 

people... 

28. By this I mean—people who know about Christianity, profess to believe, but give no evidence of 

conversion... 

29. There are roughly three kinds of people—those who admit they do not believe, Christians, and the unsaved 

religious... 

30. The unsaved religious was without doubt, the most hostile people that our Savior met during His earthly 

ministry... 

31. And I think likely, most of us can relate—most of the opposition I've had, is from unsaved religious 

people... 

32. Now—not all unsaved religious people are militant, some are nice people who are content with where they 

are... 

33. But either way, this passage suggests three things about them, that may help us in effectively ministering 

to them...  

34. [a] Unsaved religious people hide behind knowledge—this Jews hid behind the knowledge they had of the 

OT...  

35. Tragically, this has been a common practise throughout time—people take a little knowledge, twist, and 

hide behind it... 

36. For example, think of Judaism today—it basically does the same thing these Jews did, back in the first 

century... 

37. They had only a part of the truth—though they had the whole truth in the OT Scripture, they only believe a 

part... 

38. But this isn't limited to Judaism—Islam, Jehovah witnesses, Latter-Day Saints, Roman Catholicism—they 

too, only believe a part... 

39. [b] Unsaved religious people hide behind ignorance—if they can not hide behind knowledge they will hide 

behind ignorance... 
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40. By this I mean—they hid behind a supposed inability to understand how Christ's rule was eternal, and yet 

He had to die... 

41. How do unsaved religious people do this today?—they claim it's pious to leave the door open concerning 

options... 

42. Here is the bottom line—most unsaved religious people—refuse to be dogmatic on the Christian 

fundamentals... 

43. [c] Unsaved religious people are unwilling to believe—all of these groups I mentioned, have the truth, 

they simply reject it... 

44. This is the bottom line—unsaved religious people simply refuse to believe the truth about themselves and 

Christ... 

45. The Jews were willing to believe on Christ as a King to deliver them from the oppression of the Roman 

Empire... 

46. But they were not willing to believe on Him as a Savior, to rescue them from the guilt and filth of their 

sin... 

47. This is at the very heart of the problem—ultimately for the religious unsaved, the problem isn't ignorance 

but obstinace... 

 

II.  The voice of Hope—vv35-36a 

 

1. Verses 35-36—"Then Jesus said to them, A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have 

the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While 

you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light..." 

2. Now—I have described these words as—The Voice of Hope—because they pierce their willful ignorance 

with HOPE... 

3. Fundamentally, within these two verses, our Savior provides a twofold exhortation, and then a threefold 

motivation... 

4. [1] A twofold exhortation—the phrases "walk while you have the light" (v35), and "While you have the 

light, believe in the light" (v36), are basically synonymous... 

5. [a] Walk while you have the light—by "walk" Scripture often means to "live"—"live while you have the 

light..." 

6. That is—come to Me for the light of life—come to Me and live—live wisely while you presently have the 

light (Jn.8:12)... 

7. In contrast—"he who walks in darkness (that is, lives in darkness), does not know where he is going 

8. Augustine—" Walk, that is draw near, come to the full understanding that Christ shall both die and shall 

live for ever; that He shall shed His blood to redeem us, and ascend on high to carry His redeemed along 

with Him. But darkness will come upon you, if your belief in Christ's eternity is of such a kind as to refuse 

to admit in His case the humiliation of death..." 

9. [b] While you have the light, believe in the light—Christ Himself is the light of the world—to believe in 

the light is to believe in Him...  

10. Now, I trust we all understand, that when our Savior says—"believe in Him"—He means more than 

believe He existed... 

11. But instead, He means—we must believe "into or on" Him—we must cast the full weight of our souls 

upon Him... 

12. For example, let me illustrate it this way—think of a young lady, injured and trapped on the 7th floor of a 

burning building... 

13. Her only hope is a fireman who travels up 7 flights of stairs to rescue her, because she is unable to walk by 

herself... 

14. He picks her up to head down the steps, but she is afraid—she doesn't know the fireman, and isn't sure if 

he can carry her all the way down... 

15. But if she is to live, she must entrust herself totally to him—she must rest her entire weight solely in his 

arms (thus, the fireman says – TRUST ME)... 

16. She can not even hold on to the railing—she must let go of every other option—and entrust herself solely 

to him... 



 4 

17. Well, this is very similar to us—we too are in the burning building of this world, and unable to save 

ourselves... 

18. The Lord Jesus enters this world to rescue sinners, and they must entrust themselves to Him, and let go of 

all else (He says to them – TRUST ME)... 

19. They must believe IN or ON Him—they must let go of the rails of their own supposed merit and native 

goodness...   

20. They must let go of every other hope of salvation—they must entrust themselves solely and only to Christ 

Himself... 

21. [2] A threefold motivation—our Savior, as a master preacher, is never content to exhort, without giving 

motives (both positive and negative)...  

22. Remember, our Savior is speaking to unsaved religious people—perhaps people similar to some present 

this morning... 

23. Thus—before we look at these three motives, can I ask you to do something—pray that God would open 

your eyes... 

24. We know that salvation is from God—only God can open eyes—God can open your eyes this morning 

easily... 

25. [a] You presently have the light, v35—"A little while longer the light is with you" v36—"While you have 

the light..."  

26. The "light" was going to be taken from the Jews, as our Savior would soon die, and then return to 

heaven—they would have the light "a little while"... 

27. I think we often overlook the privilege that the Jewish nation was given, from it's very conception in 

Genesis 12... 

28. Ps.147:19-20—"He declares His word to Jacob, His statutes and His judgments to Israel. He has not dealt 

thus with any nation; and as for His judgement, they have not known them..." 

29. His "word," "statutes," and "judgments"—refer to the same thing—to God's gracious revelation of Himself 

in Scripture... 

30. From all the nations of the world, God chose this particular nation, to entrust His holy and infallible 

Word... 

31. No other nation was favored in the way that Israel was—but you know what, God has favored our nation 

also... 

32. Yes we have lost our way—yes I know we have a sordid past—but this nation has had the word from it's 

beginning...    

33. Rom.3:1-2—"What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? Much in every way! 

Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God..." 

34. At the end of the previous chapter (2:25-29), Paul described what made a person a true Jew was a change 

of heart... 

35. Rom.2:28-29—"For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the 

flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the 

letter..." 

36. Now, in chapter 3 he anticipates an objection—Does this mean there was no benefit in being a physical 

Jew...  

37. Of course they was—"Much in every way"—Paul then identifies the chief benefit in being a Jew—

"because to them were committed the oracles of God..." 

38. That is, they had the Holy Scriptures—while the remaining nations were left in darkness, they had the 

light... 

39. The Holy Scripture is light, and it was the greatest benefit that any people could have—they had the truth 

of God... 

40. Oh dear brethren, what a benefit we have sitting in our laps in our Bibles—it's God's light shining in the 

darkness... 

41. Why did God chose the nation of Israel over every other nation—why did He give them such religious 

privilege... 

42. Well, there is only one reason, and that is, God's gracious choice—He chose them not because they were 

better... 
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43. God did not choose the nation of Israel because they were bigger or better than other nations, but because 

of His sovereign and gracious will... 

44. Deut.7:7—"The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than 

any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you..." 

45. This is the only reason given why He chose the nation of Israel, and gave them unique religious 

privileges... 

46. Accordingly, I suggest—God gives gospel privileges for the reason, that sinners use that privilege to the 

salvation of their souls...  

47. It is true, tragically true, that unused privilege, renders a person doubly guilty—to whom much is given 

much is required... 

48. But—that's not my present point—God gives this privilege to the end that people would use it and be 

saved... 

49. Lk.19:41-42—"Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, If you had known, even 

you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your 

eyes..." 

50. [b] If you reject the light, darkness will overtake you, v35—"Walk while you have the light, lest darkness 

overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going..." 

51. By "darkness" is meant, what would happen to them when the light was taken from them—when Christ 

would leave them... 

52. Christ was with them for 3 years, and then He was taken from them, as after He died, He returned to 

heaven... 

53. It refers to what's called a "judicial hardening"—which is a judgment of God upon a people or person 

because of unbelief... 

54. Thus, as we shall see next week—there unbelief (v37-38), is followed by blinding (vv39-40)—"He has 

blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts..." 

55. This is what it means to be "overtaken by darkness"—it's to remain in darkness, not knowing where you 

are going... 

56. It's very possible that it also has reference to what would happen to the Jewish nation as a whole in AD 

70... 

57. Lk.19:43-44—"For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, 

surround you and close you in one every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; 

and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your 

visitation..." 

58. [c] If you believe in the light, you will become sons of the light, v36—"While you have the light, believe 

in the light, that you may become sons of light..." 

59. To be "sons of the light" means to "partake of the light"—that is, you will live in the constant light of 

God... 

60. Now—most of you are aware that light in Scripture largely means three things—spiritual understanding, 

purity, and joy...  

61. That is—you will have spiritual understanding, moral purity, and true and lasting joy—you will live in the 

light... 

 

III. The voice of Despair—v36b   

 

1. V36b—"These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them"—these are the word of John 

(the author of this gospel)... 

2. Verses 35-36 contain the last public appeal to the Jewish nation from our Savior—it would be their last 

chance... 

3. As we shall see next week in vv37-41, because of their persistent unbelief, the gospel would be hidden 

from them... 

4. Thus, I suggest there is a sober symbolism in John's words—after our Savior spoke these words, these 

final words, He departed and was hidden from them... 

5. This is the voice of utter and eternal despair—to hear those terrible words—"Depart from Me, I never 

knew you..." 


