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GOD’S PROVIDENCE, PART 1 
(SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 50:15-21; Matt. 10:24-32  

INTRODUCTION 

I begin with an illustration that I believe Gary DeMar used a number of years ago. 

Take 10 pennies and number them one through ten. 

Put these pennies in your pocket or purse. 

What is the chance that you take out these pennies in order 1-10? 

The chance would be one in 10 billion. 

Your life isn’t simply like selecting 10 pennies in a certain order.  

Don’t you think it is far more complex?  

And yet we are able to say with confidence that it is not just random chance or scientific forces 
that have shaped my life.  

No, my life as well as the rest of God’s creation as been ordered according to God’s perfect 
Providence. 

We give attention today and Lord willing next week to the doctrine of Providence. 

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees? 
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence. 

Q. 11. What are God's works of providence? 
A. God's works of providence are his most holy, wise and powerful preserving and 
governing all his creatures, and all their actions. 

There is a beautiful harmony of God’s eternal plan, His work of creation and His Providence. 

As we will in part observe, there is a vast number of Scripture passages that deal with this 
glorious subject. 

I will not be seeking to present an exhaustive study. 

 

Rejoice that God upholds and directs all things for the glory of His name. This is your great 
comfort even though you are not the center of God’s plan. 
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We will consider three points related to God’s Providence. 

1. God’s Providence directs all things according to His foreknowledge and will for His praise and 
glory. 

2. Nothing is by chance and yet God uses second causes to bring out His plan. 

3. God ordinarily uses means, but He is not bound by anything in order to accomplish His 
purposes. 

 

1) GOD’S PROVIDENCE DIRECTS ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO HIS FOREKNOWLEDGE AND WILL FOR 

HIS PRAISE AND GLORY. 

A. A. Hodge in his commentary on the Confession discusses various non-Christian perspectives 
on how God relates to His creation. 

First, the deist perspective is that God created all things and has left everything to now run on its 
own, merely according to natural laws that God has created. 

There is so much in Scripture that would condemn such a view. 

Another perspective that is unbiblical is pantheism. 

In pantheism everything is part of God. Every part of life and creation reflects an aspect of God. 

In this view, there is only one real actor – God. Man and every aspect of creation really does not 
have any existence. 

The proper view recognizes that there is a distinction between the Creator and creation. We are 
not part of God. But creation does not simply run on its own. 

Everything creature, every part of God’s creation fulfills God’s perfect plan. 

Every creature and every part of God’s creation is sustained and guided by God’s perfect 
providence. 

Man is created in God’s image. We are not simply robots. We make real decisions and choices. 

And yet perfectly ordering all things is the plan of God worked out in time. 

The Christian must reject fatalism as well as the idea that life is simply composed of chance and 
random forces. 
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Because God is the creator and sustainer, every aspect of creation is personal and meaningful. 

However, since we are creatures rather than creators, we always must bow and submit to the will 
of God. 

We have not been given access to God’s secret will – only His revealed will. 

Now as we look at God’s Word, the number of Scripture passages related to the subject of God’s 
Providence is extraordinarily vast. 

In this subject we bring together God’s rule as king over creation, prophecy, and His acts of love 
and kindness to His people. 

I am going to present a very shortened list. 

Consider what Scripture presents related to God’s Providential control. 

1) Over the physical world. 

Psa. 104:14  He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the service 
of man, That he may bring forth food from the earth,  

Matt. 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to 
the ground apart from your Father’s will. 

2) Over chance events. 

Prov. 16:33  The lot is cast into the lap, 

 But its every decision is from the LORD. 

3) Over the general affairs of men. 

Job 12:23  He makes nations great, and destroys them; He enlarges nations, and 
guides them.  

Dan. 2:21  And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises 
up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise. And knowledge to those who have understanding. 

4) Over the circumstances of individuals. 

1Sam. 2:6  “The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down to the grave and 
brings up.  

7  The LORD makes poor and makes rich; He brings low and lifts up.  
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Prov. 16:9  A man’s heart plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.  

5) Over the free actions of men. 

Ex. 12:36 And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that 
they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.  

Prov. 21:1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He 
turns it wherever He wishes. 

6) Over the sinful actions of men. 

Psa. 76:10  Surely the wrath of man shall praise You; With the remainder of wrath 
You shall gird Yourself.  

7) Especially all that is good in man, in principle or action, is attributed to God’s constant 
gracious control. 

Phil. 2:13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.  

Eph. 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  

Gal. 5:22   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  24 And 
those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

Under this point we further consider that God in His Providence works for the glory of His 
name. 

You are not the center of God’s plan or purposes. 

His glory is the great end of all that He does. 

And yet in this purpose we recognize that this is the greatest good of His people. 

Is. 63:14  As a beast goes down into the valley, And the Spirit of the LORD causes 
him to rest, So You lead Your people, To make Yourself a glorious name. 

Eph. 3:10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by 
the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
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2) NOTHING IS BY CHANCE AND YET GOD USES SECOND CAUSES TO BRING OUT HIS PLAN. 

One of the greatest examples of God’s Providence is the account of Joseph. 

The account begins in Genesis 37 with Joseph as a young man of 17 years of age. 

Right from the beginning of the account we get the sense that there are going to be some real 
problems for Joseph. 

He brings a bad report of his brothers to his father. 

His father we are told loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old 
age. 

Further, his father made Joseph a tunic of many colors. 

And then when Joseph shared his dream of his brothers’ sheaves bowing down before his sheaf, 
his brothers mockingly questioned the meaning of this dream and hated him even more for his 
dreams and for his words. 

The story of Joseph is not just the story of a teenager in a dysfunctional family. 

Rather as we know from earlier in Genesis, God announced to Abram in Genesis 15:13-14 

“Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and 
will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation 
whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” 

How did God fulfill this prophesy given to Abram? 

The account of Joseph shows how God used Joseph, his brothers, famine, and the people of 
Egypt to fulfill what God had determined. 

God used an incredible number of second causes to carry out this plan. 

In Genesis 50, Joseph makes two very profound statements. 

To his brothers after Jacob died, Joseph said: 

Gen. 50:19   Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God?  20 But 
as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it 
about as it is this day, to save many people alive.  21 Now therefore, do not be afraid; I 
will provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. 
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And then when Joseph was about to die, he said to his brethren: 

“I am dying; but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land of 
which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”  25 Then Joseph took an oath from 
the children of Israel, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones 
from here.” 

Another example of God’s Providence employing secondary means is the crucifixion of our 
Lord. 

Do we not see in the crucifixion of our Jesus Christ the perfect harmony of God’s eternal 
purpose, His Providence, and the free choices of scores of men and women? 

Acts 4:27   “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 
to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 

There are people who foolishly twist the doctrine of God’s sovereignty and providence to suit 
their own laziness. 

Some say, well, what difference does it make what I do, if God has planned all things? 

The answer is that God’s Providence does not make second causes unimportant but rather 
exceedingly important. 

Since God’s plan involves secondary means, what you do is meaningful and important.  

We must reject the error of what is sometimes called hyper Calvinism. 

How does God save His elect? 

We confess, of course, that God is sovereign in election and salvation.  

We also confess that God uses the preaching of the gospel as the main way of bring His elect 
unto saving faith. 

Luke 10:2 Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 

Rom. 10:14   How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 
a preacher?  15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 

 “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
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 Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

Paul the apostle we can say was chosen by God to teach some of the most profound truths 
related to God’s sovereignty in salvation, what often we call the doctrines of grace. 

Did Paul write these things sipping wine and putting up his feet in a beautiful Mediterranean 
villa? 

No. Paul’s ministry was a grueling ministry of travel, suffering, hard work, and gospel 
proclamation. 

1Cor. 15:9   For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they 
all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.  11 Therefore, whether it was I or 
they, so we preach and so you believed. 

1 Thess. 2:9 For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, 
that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God. 

Yes, God will save His elect and carry out His will. 

This hardly means you can just sit back and watch things unfold. 

 

3) GOD ORDINARILY USES MEANS, BUT HE IS NOT BOUND BY ANYTHING IN ORDER TO 

ACCOMPLISH HIS PURPOSES. 

This point is not in contradiction to the previous point. 

Scripture makes it clear that God is perfectly free. 

He is not bound by men or by His creation. 

As such, He can work in ways that are not ordinary to us. 

We see this throughout Scripture. 

Listen to a portion of Exodus 7. 

Ex. 7:8   Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  9 “When Pharaoh speaks 
to you, saying, “Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your 
rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’ ”  10 So Moses and Aaron 
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went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast 
down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent.  

Ex. 7:11   But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of 
Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.  12 For every man threw 
down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.  13 
And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said. 

What is fascinating in this account and in the first of the plagues is that Pharaoh’s magicians 
were able, at least in part, to duplicate some of the wonders that God brought about. 

We might say, God gave them just enough rope to hang themselves. 

The first plagues that God brought on Egypt were: 

Turning rivers into blood. 

Abundance of frogs 

Lice 

We are told that the magicians were able to duplicate these plagues. 

With the fourth plague – swarms of flies – God set apart the land of Goshen.  

In the fifth plague, God destroyed the livestock of Egypt but again spared the livestock of the 
children of Israel. 

When the Lord next brought boils, we read in Exodus 9:11, that the magicians could not stand 
before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. 

Perhaps you have seen videos which claim that they might have figured out how God divided the 
Red Sea so that Israel could cross on dry land. 

But do we need to find the physical means that God might have used to accomplish this? 

What does Scripture declare? 

Ex. 14:21   Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the 
sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and 
the waters were divided. 

God used in part secondary causes to accomplish this, a strong east wind. And yet I don’t think 
we need to figure out how this might have taken place according to “scientific” principles. 

Scripture is full of other miraculous workings of God. 
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Now some charge that these miracles go against the “order of nature.” 

But such a charge cannot stand before God and His Word. 

Both what we might call the ordinary means that God uses to uphold His creation and the 
miracles which in a special way grab our attention are part of one comprehensive plan of God. 

God is free to work as He determines.  

This again does not become an excuse but is part of our rejoicing and humility before God. 

CONCLUSION 

5.7. As the providence of God does, in general, reach to all creatures; so, after a most 
special manner, it takes care of His Church, and disposes all things to the good thereof. 

The doctrine of God’s Providence is not a comfort to the wicked, to the rebellious, to any who 
are outside of Christ. 

Because in God’s Providence, he brings judgment and shame upon the wicked. 

But for His people, for His Church, we can exult that God is at work for His glory and our good. 

Though we do not know the means and the timing of God’s great work, we are assured that all 
that our God is doing is according to His perfect plan! 

Prayer 

Hymn: 21 

 

Benediction – Hebrews 13:20-21 

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good 
work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 


