
“Do Not Despise the Discipline of the Lord”
Hebrews 12:1-13

_______________________________________________________

Essential to true spirituality is a proper understanding of God’s discipline of His children.

Erroneous Views of Divine Discipline
    (1)  “rejection/acceptance” view - discipline bears directly upon our acceptance with God
             “He-loves-me/He-loves-me-not” - if we disobey, we fall out of His favor
    - He will “spank”us to keep us in line 

         
    (2)  “single-sin” view          - Leads one to focus on a particular sin and one’s struggle with it
                            - If I fail in this particular, God will promptly discipline me
                - If I’m “having victory” in this particular, God will not discipline me.

    (3)  “random” view   - God is not quite sovereign; 
   - not so thoroughly in control of all of the events of my life

The Biblical View of Divine Discipline   

1.  God’s discipline is based upon His unchanging favor and love toward me.

 v. 5   “the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons”
          “my son”
 v. 6   “whom the Lord loves He chastens”
          “He …scourges every son whom He receives”

          - It is not to be thought of as a punishment – a “payback” for sin
          - It is one of the privileges of sonship  (v.7)

 

2.  God’s discipline is a regular feature of a life-long training process

     (1) It is constant and on-going, not merely occasional

 - As the “race” is on-going (v.1), so is discipline
 - As our striving against sin is on-going (v.4), so is God’s discipline

     (2) God looks beyond the “incidents” of sin to their root    v. 7           “God deals with you 
         as with sons”
 - as a father understands his son
 - he is focused upon the whole formation of the character, not single sins

        (3) It is formative, not punitive

 - He is not punishing us for our sin!
 - He is addressing flaws that yet remain in our obedience
 - He is “weaning” us from our fleshly tendencies; from our native sin

        (4) As a training process, it is not designed to “feel good”

 - it is described in terms of pain   “scourges”  (6)
 - it requires “endurance”  (7)
 - it evokes emotions quite the opposite of “feeling good”  (11)

        (5) The goal in this process is true, inward transformation

 - “that we may be partakers of His holiness” (10)
 - “the peaceable fruit of righteousness”  (11)

   3.  God’s discipline is woven through all of our experience, as He is sovereign
          - pressures and trials – life in a fallen world!
          - inward temptations
          - exposing and addressing our weaknesses (13)

   4.  God’s discipline calls for our submission and respect 
          (1) Consider the motive!      v. 9   

 He is the perfect Father!  He is never guilty of exasperating us!

          (2) Consider the goal!        v. 10  

 - It is entirely with a view to our ultimate blessing
          - We should give ourselves fully to Him in this process – trusting Him  vv. 12-13  

     Further Application

 


