
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
 

CHAPTER 12.-Of Adoption. 
 

I. All those that are justified, God vouchsafeth, in, and for his only Son Jesus Christ, to 
make partakers of the grace of Adoption1: by which they are taken into the number, and 
enjoy the liberties and priviledges of the children of God2, have his Name put upon them3, 
receive the spirit of Adoption4, have accesse to the Throne of Grace with boldnesse5, are 
inabled to cry, Abba, Father6, are pitied7, protected8, provided for9, and chastened, by him, 
as by a Father10; yet, never cast off11, but sealed to the day of redemption12, and inherit 
the promises13, as heyres of everlasting salvation14. 
_________________________ 
 
Question 1.—Does God vouchsafe all those that are justified in, and for his only Son 
Jesus Christ, to be made partakers of the grace of adoption? 

Answer.—Yes. Eph. 1:5-7.  This grace of adoption is sometimes termed by Reformed 
theologians the second part of justification, because it is the bestowal of a right to life, 
flowing from Christ’s righteousness, Gal. 3:26.  Every person is naturally under the 
demands of the covenant of works, Gal. 4:4.  To gain eternal life according to this 
covenant a man would have lead a perfect life; but this is impossible at present, for we are 
all born in sin and live in sin, Gal. 3:21.  But what we cannot do Christ has done for us, 
Rom. 8:3.  He has taken away the penalty of sin, Rom. 3:24; but not only that, he has also 
by his active obedience fulfilled the demands of the law for us as a condition to gain 
eternal life, Rom. 5:17.  When God justifies us he counts all of Christ’s merits to our credit, 
and reckons us in Christ, 2 Cor. 5:21.  For Christ’s sake we are therefore adopted as heirs 
of eternal life, Gal. 4:4,5.  Justification effects only a change of relations, Rom. 5:1.  
Regeneration and sanctification effect only inherent moral and spiritual states of soul, Gal. 
5:24.  Adoption includes both.  As set forth in Scripture, it embraces in one complex view 
the newly–regenerated creature in the new relations into which he is introduced by 
justification, Eph. 2:19.  Upon this adoption, the right to life depends, Rom. 8:17; because 
upon this, the dignity and right of sonship has been conferred, John 1:12. 
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Question 2.—Are those who are taken into the number, and enjoy the privileges of the 
children of God, and have his name put upon them, and receive the Spirit of adoption, 
ever cast off? 

Answer.—No. Lam. 3:31.  This adoption is not merely to be taken for acceptance into 
outward covenant as is used of the case of the Jews, Rom. 9:4.  Nor strictly for the sense 
of being emancipated from the tutelage of the law, as minors entering into majority, Gal. 
4:5; nor for the full manifestation of the adoption, which will occur in the resurrection, Rom. 
8:23.All the promises of the covenant of grace accrue to the justified, 2 Cor. 1:20.  Christ 
and his people share together, John 15:5.  We are not merely forgiven and then told to 
earn eternal life by our own works, but are made children of God forever, Isa. 45:17. 

This adoption has meant that God has set his name upon those who are partakers of 
this grace, Jer. 14:9; 2 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 3:12.  Being adopted into his family, they have 
received the Spirit of adoption, Rom. 8:15; by which they are given access approach the 
throne of grace as children, Eph. 3:12; Rom. 5:2; and are enabled to petition God as their 
Father, Gal. 4:6.  Adoption is the ground upon which believers are pitied, Ps. 103:13; 
protected and afforded divine refuge, Prov. 14:26; find provision for their daily needs and 
cares, Matt. 6:30, 32; 1 Pet. 5:7; and receive divine chastening, Heb. 12:6. 
Question 3.—Are those who receive the Spirit of adoption sealed to the day of 
redemption, and inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation? 

Answer.—Yes. Eph. 4:30; 1 Pet. 1:5.  So the Lutherans err maintaining that the 
children of God, some of them, may be cast off for a time totally, though not finally, 1 Pet. 
1:3, 4.  Likewise, the Arminians, Quakers and Socinians are in great error who maintain 
that those who have received the grace of adoption may be cast off totally and finally.  1.) 
Because all the children of God are kept through faith unto salvation, 1 Pet. 1:5.  They are 
heirs of everlasting salvation, by faith in Christ, Heb. 1:14.  2.) Because Christ has prayed 
for the perseverance of all believers, John 17:20; 11:26.  And all those that are adopted, 
are the children of God by faith, Gal. 3:26.  3.) Because no man who is born again, as are 
all the children of God, does sin, that is, he suffers not sin to reign over him, for his seed 
remaineth in him; that is, God’s seed, whereby he is born again, the word of God, 1 Pet. 
1:23; John 3:5,6, remaineth in him, that is, does not totally perish, working the fruits of 
regeneration once begun in them, Phil. 1:6; 1 John 3:9.  4.) Because all the children of 
God request the Father by the Son, that he may grant them perseverance to salvation, 
Matt. 6:13, which is most needful to them for that end, Matt. 24:13.  But believers when 
they seek things needful to salvation, in the name of Christ, according to his promise, are 
always heard, John 14:13,14; 16:23.  5.) Because the gifts and callings of God are without 
repentance, Rom. 11:29.  6.) Because all those who are justified are glorified, Rom. 8:30.  
And those who are adopted are endued with faith, and are justified, Gal. 3:26.  7.) 
Because Christ keeps all his adopted ones, that none can pluck them out of his hand, or 
his Father’s hand, John 10:27-29.  8.) Because perseverance is a gift promised by God to 
all the elect, in the covenant of grace, Ezek. 36:26-28; 11:19,20; Jer. 31:32,33.  9.) 
Because justifying grace is a well of water, springing up into everlasting life in every man 
to whom it is given, John 4:14.  And the saints are like trees planted by the rivers of 
waters, which bring forth fruit in due season, Ps. 1:3. 


