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This morning I have kind of a rhetorical trivia question for you: what does the book of 
Isaiah 40, Lamentations 4, Matthew 17, Matthew 28 and Revelation 12 all have in 
common? All of some of those passages of Scripture we just proclaimed together. What a
testimony from the Old Testament to the New Testament to ancient prophets to future 
prophecies that no matter what we're going through, what's happening in life, that God is 
still faithful to bring us through.

Let's pray together.

Lord, as we gather at this time, we celebrate your faithfulness. Lord, we're grateful that 
when we expend all of our energy and all of our resources trying to do what's best in our 
lives and we finally come to the end of our rope, you're still faithful. You're still faithful 
to give us a second chance. You're still faithful to reach out your hand of grace and 
mercy and to scoop us up. So God, today we come and many of us are broken, many of us
are hurting, many of us are confused, many of us are torn, God, we believe that you have 
the answer through your Son Jesus Christ so we're asking you to take your word and to 
take your servant and, Lord, would you pierce our hearts today to your faithfulness even 
in the midst of darkness? It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning if you're a first time guest or visitor with us, this is normally the time where
I would ask you to turn to a very specific passage in Scripture and typically over the last 
couple of weeks, I have shared that we are strategically headed toward the Gospel of John
15. In John 15, Jesus makes a very profound statement, he says, "I'm the vine and you are
the branches. He who abides in me and I in him shall bear much fruit for apart from me 
you can do nothing." And the reason we're headed toward John 15, or at least one of the 
many reasons, is there in that passage of Scripture we find that verse, it's kind of one of 
the core verses or one of the central tenants in a discipleship study known as MasterLife. 
Over the last 8 to 9 months, our staff, our deacon body, have been walking through this 
discipleship material, in fact, we have about 100 of our church leaders, Sunday school 
teachers etc., they're going to be walking through it this fall and today we have an 
exciting day ahead of us because this is the day where we share with you, this is the day 
where we announce to you that you can be a part of this study as well. In fact, beginning 
in January of 2018, you'll see on the front of the Messenger, you'll see signs in various 
places of 2k18, 2018. We as a church body have this crazy ambition that all of us 
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together will walk through the Scriptures together to see God transform our lives and 
hopefully our church and our communities' lives.

The one who the Lord used to give this material known as MasterLife is a man by the 
name of Avery Willis. He has passed in days gone, but there's a name that's almost 
synonymous with MasterLife and that's the name Claude King. Now, I know Claude 
King best by the fact that I took the "Mind of Christ, Experiencing God," various studies 
such as "Fresh Encounter." If you've been a part of any of those discipleship studies, 
you'll see his name on the book but he also spent 7 years walking alongside Avery Willis 
who the Lord used to give this incredible discipleship material and today he's here with 
us. Claude King is with us to share with us not just the origins of, the purpose of, but 
what can happen in our lives if we allow God to transform us. An incredible testimony 
from God's word today. So First Baptist, do me an honor and a favor today, help me 
welcome Dr. Claude King to First Baptist Church.

Claude King: Thank you, pastor. It's a privilege for me to get to be with you here in 
Opelika and I want to begin because our nation is going through an historic, tragically 
historic time, let me share a word with you from the book of Joel. "Hear this, you elders; 
listen, all who live in the land. Has anything like this ever happened in your days or in the
days of your forefathers? Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their 
children, and their children to the next generation." In the days of Joel, a major 
catastrophe happened, a locust plague had destroyed everything green in the land: the 
vines, the trees, the crops, the seed for the next harvest season, everything's gone and the 
nation is in trouble and the prophet said, "Mourn and grieve and despair, wail, put on 
sackcloth, weep." Verse 14 of chapter 1, "Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly. 
Summon the elders and all who live in the land to the house of the LORD your God, and 
cry out to the LORD...For the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from
the hand of the Almighty."

In 2001, an event like that happened in America that if you were alive in those days, you 
remember. You know where you were when you got the news on 9/11. Tomorrow, 
people across our nation will be gathering on Patriot Day, many at courthouses, I'll be in 
Chicago in Daley Square with a group to cry out to the Lord. It happens every year but 
this year is going to be a little different because our nation is going through another one 
of those seasons where nothing like this has ever happened before. 

The prophet went on to say in chapter 2, "Blow the trumpet in Zion. Declare a holy fast. 
Call a sacred assembly. Gather the people. Consecrate the assembly. Bring together the 
elders." They came to stand before the Lord but here's the word from the Lord, "'Even 
now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning.' Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he
is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 
sending calamity. Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing." 
We need to be praying as a nation because it's not just those that are going through the 
suffering but this is a critical time as a nation for us and we all need to turn back to the 
Lord, use occasions like this to come and renew our love for the Lord and obey him.
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Part of the reason I wanted to begin with that Scripture is because MasterLife that Avery 
Willis wrote, he wrote it while a missionary in Indonesia. Avery was there during the 
great Indonesian revival. From 1965-1971 in a 6 year period of time, 2 million Muslims 
came to faith in Christ. Did you hear me? Two million in the largest Muslim country in 
the world, 2 million came to Christ. Avery wrote his doctoral dissertation on the 
Indonesian revival and why 2 million came to Christ. One of the things he said, though, 
was that just prior to the revival because of a Communist attempt to take over the nation, 
over a half million people lost their lives. Nothing like that had ever happened. 
Everything that people held secure and dear was shaken and the people began to look for 
something that could provide answers and hope for their future and they found it in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We need to understand that it's a time like that we're living in 
today in America where people, the things that have provided security and pleasure, it's 
being shaken and it could be that now is an open door for God to touch the hearts and 
lives of many and bring them to faith. 

Avery was in Indonesia in 1978, leaders here in America began to pray and talk with him 
about coming back to America and he said, "I couldn't imagine leaving the mission field 
and the millions who had never heard the name of Jesus and come back to the United 
States." But as he began to pray, he sensed the Lord saying, "Avery, I want to send the 
spiritual harvest to America and they're not ready." And he saw the same thing in 
Indonesia when 2 million came to Christ and he said, "We weren't ready to disciple all of 
these brand new believers. We had not equipped disciple-makers and consequently 
though 2 million came to Christ, had we been ready, we might have seen 2 or 3 times that
many come to Christ and a nation significantly changed." And Avery came back to 
America to try to help the churches get ready for a spiritual harvest.

Turn with me, if you will in your Bibles, to Matthew 28. I want to remind you of a final 
command the Lord gave to his people and if you'll go and turn to that Scripture on the 
next slide, I'm going to be reading. This is the Holman Christian Standard Bible but listen
to the words of the Lord Jesus, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations," all peoples, "baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe," or 
obey, "everything I have commanded you; and remember, I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age." Jesus had 40 days from the time of his resurrection to his ascension 
into heaven and over and over again in different settings with different words, he gave 
this final one command to his disciples knowing, "If you all don't obey this one, 
everything I have done is in vain." He was getting ready to entrust the entire future of his 
kingdom to his disciples but they were faithful to obey the command and that's why you 
and I have heard the good news about Jesus and we've come to faith but now it's our turn 
and this command Jesus gave to his disciples in the first century is a command for us as 
well.

His command, he begins by saying, "All the authority in heaven and on earth belongs to 
Me." He starts that way because he's getting ready to give us a command. It's not a 
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suggestion. It's not a recommendation. It's not a request. It's a command and the King of 
the universe is expecting obedience to the command. 

And he says, "Go make disciples." He didn't say, "Go make decisions," but "make 
disciples." Notice how the scope of that, it's all peoples. It's not just a geopolitical nation 
but it's all people groups. So in the United States, you may not be aware of it but we have
565 sovereign nations inside the United States, they're called Native American tribes. 
They have their own government and they're sovereign nations but each one of those is a 
people group with a language and a culture and because America has attracted people 
from all over the world, the world has come to live within our own borders and every one
of those people groups is an assignment.

But then later in Acts 1, just before Jesus ascends into heaven, he knows the disciples will
remember this day forever because he's going to ascend into heaven, disappear in the 
clouds, and angels are going to appear and say, "Hey, he's coming back again," and the 
disciples will never forget this so he carefully crafts his words, for these last words out of 
his mouth before he ascends into heaven, "You're going to receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses. Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to 
the ends of the earth." And he's gone. We have a final command we need to obey. 

Let me tell you why I think God entrusted to Avery Willis a message that was needed 
first in Indonesia, he translated it into English when he came to America to begin to 
introduce it to leaders to raise up disciple-makers who could be ready to receive a 
harvest. I was in New York City serving there as a prayer coordinator for New Hope, 
New York. I moved there in 2002, a year after 9/11. Time is short and I don't know if 
that's because God knows the future or the Lord's return is near or just the reality is life is 
short and we need to share the Gospel with all people.

But I got an invitation to speak at the National, or to lead the National Day of Prayer 
event in Harlem, New York. I don't know why they chose me but I was going to be at 
Bethel Gospel Assembly and I got to thinking, "I'm not sure I know how to lead a prayer 
meeting for a Pentecostal church in Harlem." So I went the week before to attend their 
prayer meeting to see what the prayer meeting was like and I kind of stood out in the 
crowd. They wanted to know who I was, what I was doing there, and when I introduced 
myself, the lady I was talking to, she was the minister of Christian education. She said, 
"Oh, we know who you are. We've studied 'Experiencing God,'" and she said, "We 
actually use your material," she was talking about Southern Baptists, she said, "We use 
your material for discipleship." She said, "We have graduated over 600 people through 
MasterLife," and that shocked me. I had never heard of a church taking that many people 
through MasterLife and she said, "Our pastor requires discipleship of every member and 
currently we give 2 options: you can either do MasterLife or the Mind of Christ. And if 
you haven't studied the Mind of Christ, it is the master's level; it's a 12 week introduction 
to a process that you'll be working on the rest of your life. And I'm thinking, "Wait a 
minute, those are the master's programs," but as I got acquainted with that church, it was 
a church that cared about discipleship, they took it seriously. 
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That church had sent 13 missionaries around the world that were sponsored out of 
Harlem, New York. She said, "We just recently had a conference at our church, had 110 
people from 10 other churches and they said, 'Please teach us how to do discipleship the 
way you're doing discipleship,'" and she said, "We're just teaching them how to do 
MasterLife."

I met one of the ladies from Manhattan Grace Tabernacle, 80 people in their church were 
going through MasterLife because 2 of the ladies in their church had gone to Bethel and 
had gone through MasterLife and it was so changing their lives, their church said, 
"Would you all come and teach it to our church?" And they had 80 going through 
MasterLife at their church.

Henry Blackaby and I got to be a part of a Great Commission Conference at Bethel 
Gospel Assembly in Harlem, New York and I saw with my eyes a city that was being 
transformed. You may not realize it but Harlem is not the Harlem you see in the movies. 
It's not. I'm sure there are dangerous places and times but I walked the streets of Harlem 
when I was there by myself without fear. It's not the same city. One of the reasons is 
because of Bethel Gospel Assembly and other churches who have taken seriously the 
final command. They're making disciples and helping them to learn to obey and the 
community is being transformed with the good news of the Gospel. So that's what God's 
about. MasterLife is a tool to help us with that. 

I want to share with you just real quickly about Paul's model for disciple-making. Paul in 
1 Corinthians 2, we see his example. Paul writes to the church at Corinth and he said, 
"When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I 
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was 
with you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. I came to you in weakness and in fear 
with much trembling, my message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive 
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power so that your faith might not rest on 
men's wisdom but on God's power." 

When you read this passage, you realize this is Paul the apostle and he said, "I came to 
you in weakness and fear and trembling," and you think, "Is that the guy I know about?" 
But notice that he said, "I didn't come to wow you with my wisdom and wise and 
persuasive words, I didn't try to impress you with my oratory skills, I wanted you to see a
demonstration of the Holy Spirit's power so that your faith would not rest on men's 
wisdom but on God's power." 

Well, what's going on there? When we think of Paul the apostle, we have a tendency to 
think about the end product. Well, he wrote a third of the New Testament. Why, he 
planted churches all over the world of his day. Why, he was a saint. And we may forget 
that Saul of Tarsus before he got saved was the number one terrorist of the New 
Testament church. People were in fear of Saul of Tarsus and so now he's in Corinth 
saying, "Let me show you what God can do, he can take a terrorist and change the world. 
Here's what he can do."
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This is actually the thing that God invites all of us to. Your leaders are working on it now.
A new group of Sunday school leaders and small group leaders and people will be 
engaging in that, but here's what God wants us to do: to so be transformed into the image 
of Christ that when people see us, they don't meet us but they meet Jesus in us, and we so
live our lives that it makes the Gospel of our Christ appealing to those who see it. God 
wants to do that.

Well, Paul wrote to the church at Corinth later and he said, "Be imitators of me." Many 
people have thought he was pretty arrogant to have said such a thing. "Who do you think 
you are, Paul?" Well, he was Paul but he goes on in another passage and he says, "Follow
my example as I follow the example of Christ." Paul wasn't arrogant, he knew that what 
God had done in him, God had done it, it was not his work, and he knew that if others 
followed the Lord the way he followed the Lord, God could help them become like Jesus 
also. So he said, "Hey, come on, let's go after Christ's likeness. I'll show you how to 
follow Jesus' example and you can get there too. Let's go together." And so Paul modeled
for people what it looks like to be a follower, a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ in 
the flesh. People need to see what it looks like in the flesh. You and I have the privilege 
and opportunity to represent Jesus to a world that needs to know him.

Now Paul goes on in Ephesians 5:1 to say, "be imitators of God." Ultimately it's not to 
become like other people, it's to become like Jesus, like God himself, and the good news 
is you don't have to just imitate him or try to live like him, he's taken up residence in your
life and if you'll get out of the way, God will manifest his life through you. You 
remember Paul said, "I'm crucified with Christ. It's no longer I that live, it's Christ who 
lives in me and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 
me, gave himself up for me."

Let me share with you a testimony of a church that followed Paul's example. In 1 
Thessalonians 1, beginning in verse 4, Paul writes to the church at Thessalonica and he 
says this, "For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you because our 
gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit, and 
with deep conviction." You'll notice that's what he said to Corinth, that's what he did in 
Thessalonica. That's the way Paul did it, not just with words but with a demonstration of 
the Spirit's power.

He goes on to say, "You know how we lived among you for your sake, and you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord. In spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message 
with the joy given by the Holy Spirit and so you became a model to all the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, your faith in God has become known everywhere." Here was a church, and 
you look at the book of Acts and realize Paul didn't spend a lot of time in Thessalonica 
but he was there long enough for him to see his example of living a life to follow Jesus 
and they learned about Jesus and they became imitators of Paul and of the Lord and as a 
result, their faith in Christ began to impact and become a model for other believers all 
over Macedonia and Achaia. Well, if you look at a modern day map, that is Greece, 
Macedonia, Albania. That whole region of the world was impacted by one church, a 
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small church in Thessalonica that allowed God to transform their lives and the Scripture 
says, "and their faith rang out everywhere." 

I am really encouraged at what God has challenged your church to do, just wondering, 
"What in the world has God got in mind to call a church to get serious about making 
disciples and helping them grow?" When it comes to discipleship, we need to understand 
the multiplication potential. Avery Willis used an illustration, if you'll give me my apple 
on the screen. He would hold up an apple and say, "How many apples are represented 
here?" And you could look at that one apple and say, "Well, there's one apple there." And
that's true but some of you would think about, "Well, wait, there are some seeds in that 
apple and if I took the seeds and I grew more trees, more apples, more seeds, more trees, 
the truth is that one apple could represent almost an unlimited number of apples." Well, 
let's apply that same multiplication principle to disciple-making. 

If the next slide, I met this guy in Sierra Leone in 2011. He had been a Christian for 4 
years and if I were to ask you how many disciples are represented here, you could say 1 
and that would be true. This guy was a Muslim sheikh. He taught the Koran. He taught 
Islam all over the area in Sierra Leone and when he got saved, he got radically saved. But
if I were to ask you, "How many disciples there?" And you say 1, that would be true but 
what would you think if I said, 4 year old Christian, what would you think if I said not 1, 
100, but not 100 disciples, 100 churches. I'm like you. I don't believe it. How in the 
world? He wasn't a pastor of 100 churches, he made disciples who made disciples and in 
a 4 year period of time he saw 100 churches started in Sierra Leone, one of the poorest 
countries in the world, 80% Muslim.

He took us to one of those churches and that's in the next slide, and that church was less 
than a year old. Their building you see behind them there, was six months old. They had 
a worship service to greet us. We were the first white people to ever go to that village. 
When we got out of the vans, the kids went running for cover. They were scared to death.
They were peeking around the corner at these ghosts. They'd never seen white people 
before. But they had a worship service to greet us. The associate pastor is dressed in 
white in the middle. He said, "I'm so grieved that we've got so few people here to greet 
you." He said, "We were told that you're coming tomorrow and most of our members had
to go to the fields to work today and these are the only ones we could gather to greet 
you," and it was standing room only in the little church there. And we said, "Well, hey, 
this is packed!" And he said, "Yeah, we outgrew this a long time ago." A six month old 
building, less than a year old church reaching Muslims who are coming to Christ.

He introduced us to one of the guys. You may not be able to see it, but on the right, the 
guy holding a drum, "Two weeks ago he was a Muslim, now he's in our praise band." 
God is doing an amazing work there.

This associate pastor held up a Gideon Bible and he said, "This is the only Bible we have 
in our church but," he said, "we're praying for 5 more Bibles because there are 5 villages 
around us that don't know Jesus and we know we've got a command. We're to go and 
make disciples and we're just praying for 5 Bibles because when God saves people in 
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their village and calls one of them to be their pastor, we just believe we ought to be able 
to give them a copy of God's word for their church." And I realized here's one church 
working on 5 church plants and then I could understand how 1 disciple-maker could be 
part of a movement that resulted in 100 churches in 4 years. There is no telling what God 
can do when he has a people who are fully surrendered to him and who will obey him.

If you'll go on to the next slide, Avery Willis developed the Master Builder diagram in 
book 4 of MasterLife and some of you are going to get there, I'm trusting. But in this 
book, you see this diagram of a person and their life and growth. On the left hand side, 
lower left hand, is a spiritually dead person, they get saved, they become a spiritual babe 
or a spiritual child, and our job is to establish them, help them learn to feed themselves 
and to grow and get established in their beginning walk with the Lord. As they become 
more and more like Christ, they become a spiritual disciple and they are mature and 
they're walking like the Lord. They're looking and acting and talking like Jesus and then 
the disciple-maker is somebody who is really intentional at not only discipling others 
who need to grow in their walk with the Lord, but he's winning people to Christ. He's 
sharing the Gospel with people who need to know him.

Then in the upper right hand corner is a co-laborer in ministry and I've asked pastors 
through the years, "What's your optimum goal for disciple-making? As a church, what are
you aiming for? This is where we want to get to for all of our people?" Some of the 
churches I speak to, their optimum goal is between spiritually dead and spiritual child. 
"We want to get them saved. We're going to baptize them. We're going to count them on 
our annual church profile we turn in to the Southern Baptist Convention and they know 
where we are. If they want to grow, they can come and get it." Is that an appropriate 
optimum goal for discipleship? And you realize, "No, that's not an adequate goal. That's 
just where it starts."

Well, some churches, they want to get these new Christians established in their faith and 
so they really do try to help these brand new Christians. Is that your optimum goal? And 
you think, "Well, no, we've got to go after Christ likeness," and so some churches, their 
optimum goal is, "We want to help people grow to become just like Jesus, to look like 
him, act like him, talk like him." Is that your optimum goal? Or do you realize that if 
that's our optimum goal and we're not making disciples, we're not winning people to the 
Lord, we're serving the terminal generation in our church. I don't know how many 
churches I've been to, there are a dozen or 2 dozen gray-headed and white-headed people 
who aren't reaching their community, they're not winning people to the Lord, they're 
having funerals and their church is dying. Southern Baptists lose 800 to 1,000 churches 
every year and one of the reasons is they were not making disciples, were not obeying the
final command.

Is that your optimum goal? Well, I'm encouraged about First Baptist Church, Opelika, 
y'all are thinking, "No, the world is our goal and we're praying that God's going to call 
out and equip and send forth from our church, people who will go to the ends of the 
earth." I've already talked to some people today who are working on that and one couple 
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is going to Nigeria, another couple is going to Sudan, and I realize you all have the world 
on your mind and heart.

Let me share with you Paul's optimum goal for disciple-making. He said, "We proclaim 
Him, warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom so that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ. I labor for this, striving with His strength that works powerfully in me." 
Paul said his optimum goal is to not settle for mediocrity and it's not just a few, it's not 
just for those who say, "Hey, you've got to teach me," his goal is for everyone to be 
presented perfect or mature in Christ. And so I'm really encouraged that this church is 
saying, "Let's everybody go for maturity." That's what Jesus commanded, teach everyone 
to obey everything.

As I conclude, I want to share with you, I wrote a booklet for "Cry Out America" several 
years ago on "Consecrate the People" and I was studying the word "consecrate." One 
word in the Old Testament for "consecrate" means "to sanctify; to cleanse; to purify; to 
make holy; to set apart for God's purposes," and we need to do that. But the other word 
for "consecrate" literally means "to fill up the open hands," and my first thought was, 
"What in the world has that got to do with consecration?" But here's the imagery: a priest 
would stand beside the altar waiting for you to bring an offering or a sacrifice to give it to
the Lord and he's standing there with open hands and you select an offering or sacrifice 
that's without blemish, knowing that's the only kind acceptable to a holy God. You bring 
it to the temple and when you place it into the hands of the priest, when you fill up the 
open hands, it's consecrated to God. It belongs to God. All of it belongs to God and it 
becomes holy because God is holy. Well, when I got to thinking about that as I studied 
that word, nearly every use of that word in the Old Testament is where people got 
consecrated to God: the priests were consecrated to God; the Levites were consecrated to 
God; Aaron and his sons were consecrated to God. And that got me to thinking about 
Romans 12:1 where Paul said, "In light of all of God's mercies, I beg you to present your 
bodies as," what? "A living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to the Lord." By the way, this 
is a reasonable expectation of your worship.

Paul wrote later to the church at Corinth and he said, "Don't you know that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you and you are not your own, you've been bought
at a price?" Later he said in 2 Corinthians 5, Jesus died for us and we consequently are no
longer to serve ourselves but we're to serve the one who died for us. And that got me to 
thinking about this homage ceremony beginning probably in the 9th century during the 
Middle Ages, kings would bring their vassals, their subjects, their serfs, before them to 
pledge their loyalty and obedience to the king. He would sit on his throne and he would 
hold out open hands. You can understand why I got to thinking about this ceremony. And
the subject would come and get on both knees, put his palms together, place his hands 
inside the hands of his king, and he would say these words, "I'm your man." It was a 
really simple pledge but it meant a lot. It meant, "I belong to you and whatever you ask of
me, I will obey." That pledge meant, "If I have to go to battle for you, I'll fight for you." 
It also included, "If I have to die for you, I'm your man."
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Christians had to participate in this homage ceremony with their earthly king but they got
to thinking, "Wait a minute, we've got a King in heaven who deserves our loyalty and 
obedience far more than this earthly king," and so they developed a new posture for 
prayer. Do you recognize that posture? That posture for prayer was not a biblical posture.
In biblical days they would stand with hands lifted and eyes to heaven. We do read about 
Daniel who knelt three times a day and prayed and others who knelt, but more than likely
their kneeling was face on the ground, kneeling the way you see common all across the 
Middle East today. But this posture for prayer began probably in the 9th century. It began 
to appear in church practice in the 12th century AD as Christians would kneel every day to
pray and realized, "When I kneel to pray, I'm entering into the very throne room of 
heaven where King Jesus is seated on his throne and he's holding out to me nail-scarred 
hands and saying, 'Claude, today I want your life, but not part of it, all of it.'" And they 
would pray, I'm guessing, something like this, "King Jesus, today I'm your man, I'm your 
woman. My time is yours. My job is yours. My future is yours. My possessions belong to
you. My finances are yours. My family is yours. My health is yours. My reputation is 
yours. My very life is yours. Command me. I will obey." Would that make a difference in
your prayer life? 

The term MasterLife, Avery developed it to understand that Jesus wants to be your 
Master. He died on the cross and purchased you for God. You belong to another. You're 
not your own and Jesus is wanting you to surrender everything to him. Remember the 
song, "I surrender all"? And to pledge to him, "Lord, whatever you ask, I will obey." God
is looking for a people whose hearts are fully devoted to him, to show himself strong on 
behalf of those who are fully devoted to him with all our heart.

Would you bow your head to pray? I want to ask you to do this, I want you to understand 
that there's a King in heaven. His name is Jesus. He is seated on a throne. He is holding 
out his nail-scarred hands to you, just wanting you to afresh today renew your 
commitment to your King. And maybe you've never done this quite this way before, it 
might be that you'd want to just lean over the pew in front of you with folded hands 
together and just pledge to the Lord afresh your surrender to him as King.

Would you take a moment to pray and yield yourself to him for whatever he has in store 
for you? It may be that some of you aren't ready to yield all, would you give him 
permission to say, "Lord, you bought me, you paid for me, would you help me to come to
the place that I'm willing to yield all to you because I know that's what I owe to you? I'm 
yours." Would you pray?

King Jesus, we are your men, we're your women. You have bought us at a price, your 
shed blood on the cross. And you have said to us, "If anybody wants to come after Me 
and be a disciple, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me." I pray, 
Lord, that today and in the days to come, you will help this church understand what it 
means to be a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ. Fill them with your Spirit. Empower
them in their witness and send them to the world for the sake of your glory, for your 
honor. Prepare this church, Lord, to receive a spiritual harvest. I pray, Lord, that the 

Page 10 of 11



world will never be the same because of what you're doing in one church that has chosen
to make disciples and help them make disciples. I pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Jeff Meyers: As we enter a time of at times putting our feet to where our heart has already
been, in just a moment I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. 
Someone will be down here at the front and maybe today with your hands literally out or 
maybe metaphorically, maybe that's the prayer you prayed. Maybe you'd like to come and
share and talk and pray with someone. I would encourage you to do so. I'll be down here 
at the front. I would love the opportunity to celebrate with you whatever the Lord has 
done in your life this day. If you would, stand with me as our team leads us. Any 
decision, I'll be here at the front.

"You were the Word at the beginning
One With God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation
Now revealed in You our Christ

What a beautiful Name it is
What a beautiful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this
What a beautiful Name it is
The Name of Jesus."

If you're a first time guest with us today or maybe you said, "You know, I need to go and 
talk or pray with somebody, a decision to make," I've got good news for you. Really this 
is kind of like halftime at a ballgame. In just a few moments, we're going to have a prayer
and we're going to have our opportunity to give of our tithes and our offerings and as 
we're seated and we're giving of our material items, you still have the opportunity to 
make a decision. I'm still going to be down here at the front. We'd love the opportunity as
you would possibly join with someone else who has an exciting decision to share with 
you. So in just a minute, we're going to have a time of prayer. We're going to give, but 
I'm still here at the front and there is still the opportunity to give. At this time, I'm going 
to ask Marvin to come and share our offertory prayer.

Marvin: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, I just thank you for Dr. King and for his message 
today and, Father, for the opportunity that we have here as a church to be better equipped 
so that we might go out not only here in this town but across the earth to share the name 
of Jesus. Father, we have the opportunity now to just give our gifts and, Father, I just ask 
that you'd just bless the gift and the giver. We ask these things in your Son's name. 
Amen.
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