
JUDGES 3:7-31
OTHNIEL, EHUD AND SHAMGAR
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• Judges 3:7-11  And the people of Israel did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD. They forgot the LORD 
their God and served the Baals and the Asheroth.  8  
Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Cushan-
rishathaim king of Mesopotamia. And the people of 
Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.  9  But 
when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, the 
LORD raised up a deliverer for the people of Israel, 
who saved them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger brother.  10  The Spirit of the LORD was upon 
him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and 
the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia 
into his hand. And his hand prevailed over Cushan-
rishathaim.  11  So the land had rest forty years. 
Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

• First “Major” Judge

• From the tribe of Judah and a gentile convert.
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Focus upon the LORD:

• v7 - The people of Israel do evil in the sight of 
the LORD 

• v8 - The anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel 

• v8 - The LORD sold Israel into the hand of the 
king of Mesopotamia 

• v9 - After 8 years, the people cry out to the LORD

• v9 - The LORD raised up a deliverer

• v10 - The Spirit of the LORD was upon Othniel.

• v10 - The LORD gave the king of Mesopotamia into 
Othniel’s hand.

• Focus is not upon a great man, but upon a great 
God.

• Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram-Naharaim – Cushan of 
Double Wickedness of Aram of the two rivers

• V9 But when the people of Israel cried out to the 
LORD…
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Judges 3:31  After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, 
who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad, 
and he also saved Israel.

• First “Minor” Judge

• Another unlikely deliver

• Not a native Israelite

• Weapon of deliverance was an oxgoad

• 1 Corinthians 1:25-31 
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• Judges 3:12-30

• Context – under subjection of cruel and harsh 
foreign enemy for 18 years

• One of the most satirical portions of Scripture

• Reminds us God works in the midst of the dirty and 
messy circumstances of real life

• v12 And the people of Israel again did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD

• v12 Eglon – “calf-like”

• v12 Moab – son of Lot’s older daughter

• V13 Ammonites – descended from Ben-ammi, son of 
Lot’s younger daughter

• v13 Amalekites – Amalek was Esau’s grandson though 
his Hittite wife. 
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• v13 City of Palms – Jericho

• v15 Ehud - “Where is the splendor, glory?”

• V15 Benjamin - “son of the right hand”

• V15 left handed – “bound/restricted in the right 
hand”

• Judges 20:15-16  And the people of Benjamin 
mustered out of their cities on that day 26,000 
men who drew the sword, besides the inhabitants 
of Gibeah, who mustered 700 chosen men.  16  
Among all these were 700 chosen men who were 
left-handed; every one could sling a stone at a 
hair and not miss.
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• v19 Gilgal

• Joshua 4:20-24  And those twelve stones, which 
they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at 
Gilgal.  21  And he said to the people of 
Israel, "When your children ask their fathers 
in times to come, 'What do these stones mean?'  
22  then you shall let your children know, 
'Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.'  
23  For the LORD your God dried up the waters 
of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which he 
dried up for us until we passed over,  24  so 
that all the peoples of the earth may know that 
the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may 
fear the LORD your God forever."

• v19 & 20 dabar – message or thing
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