
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 9-11-16 AM NOTES 
“LIVES POURED OUT” 

PHILIPPIANS 2:17 
THE VISION FOR FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

 
Philippians 2:17 “… I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share 
my joy with you all.” 
 
 
Hebrews 10:25 “not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near.” 
 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV) “So Christ himself gave…the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up.” Notice that Pastors and teachers are to focus on equipping God’s people to do “works of 
service.” 
 
I.       Poured Out to Make Disciples 
 

Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” 
 
A disciple is one who has repented of sin and savingly believed on Christ and has brought all of life under the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ and is following Jesus so closely that he is being conformed to Jesus’ likeness.  
 
Disciple-making is an intentional process that begins with leading a person to repent of sin and savingly believe on Jesus 
(to become a Christian), and then to help them follow Jesus. 
 
A. Evangelism 
 

1. Pre-Evangelism – Sowing seeds with preschoolers and children 
 
 
2. Teenage Evangelism – Training parents and youth workers to evangelize teenagers 
 
 
3. Tract Evangelism  

 
 

4. TELL Training 
 
 
5.     Lifestyle Evangelism 

 
 

B. Basic Discipleship 
 

1. Use the booklet First Steps for Disciples for those we lead to Christ. 
 
 
2. Challenge FBC members to use First Steps for Disciples with families, neighbors and co-workers as the 

beginning of a discipling relationship. 
      



 
 

C. Extended Discipleship 
 
 
II.      Poured Out in Serving  
 

Matthew 20:28 “… the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
A. Serving the Schools 
 
 

1. We will make ourselves available to the schools to do what they deem is important. 
 
 
 
2. We will have a consistent presence of youth staff and volunteers in the schools. 

 
 

B. Serving the Community 
 

1. A visible presence in all community parades and celebrations and in some athletic events. 
 
 
 
2. Regular trash pickup times on roadsides and in public areas.  
 
 
 
3. Community prayer walks. 

 
 
 

C. Restart the CIA (Christians in Action) 
 
 
 
D. Develop More Mercy Ministries 
 
 
 
E. Encourage More Volunteers in First Baptist Academy 

 
 
 
III.     What the Elders Are Asking You to Do 
 

A. Be Patient With Us 
 
 
B. Get On Board 
 
 
C. Give Generously 



 

First Baptist Church Powell 9-11-16 AM 

Sermon Title:  Lives Poured Out 

Philippians 2:17 

Non-Series:  The Vision for First Baptist Church 

 

The verse that our theme, Lives Poured Out, is based on is Philippians 2:17: “… I am being poured out as 

a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.” Paul 

is saying that he is pouring out his life to God like an Old Testament drink offering. What is this sacrifice 

or offering that he was referring to as the drink offering? Let me describe it. After placing the body of the 

sacrificial animal on the hot altar, the priest would take a liquid (usually wine) and pour it on the sacrifice. 

The resulting steam going up from the altar pictured the offering going up before God as a sweet smelling 

sacrifice that pleased Him. Paul was simply saying that he saw his life of sacrificial service as a poured 

out drink offering that gives God great pleasure.  

This picture of a poured out life that is pleasing to God is the theme of the vision that the elders believe 

God has for First Baptist Church. What does a poured out life look like? It is a life of total surrender and 

total abandonment to God and His will. A poured out life is a life of ministry to others and a life that is 

committed to making disciples who love Jesus so much that they are pouring out their lives as a drink 

offering to the Lord.  

When a Christian is not pouring his life out as a drink offering he will fill his life with self-centered 

things. When a believer in Christ completely fills his life with things that aren’t necessarily bad in 

moderation – things like vocation, sports, recreation, travel – he begins to lose his spiritual appetite. A 

daily quiet time in the Word and prayer becomes a chore instead of a pleasurable time with the Lord they 

love. Living life with other believers (fellowship) loses its appeal. Sermons become boring and seem 

irrelevant to their life. After a while, going to church on Sunday nights seems unnecessary and eventually 

becomes something that you just drop. When you are not pouring your life out in ministry, service, and in 

making disciples, you lose your spiritual appetite. This explains many of the problems that were talked 

about in the first hour (discussion by the elders).  

What is the solution? The solution is to surrender to a poured out life. That may require some radical 

changes in your life. It may mean changing your vocation to one that is not life consuming and living on 

less income. It may mean telling your children that they can only be involved in one sport or no sports. It 

may mean saying “no” to your own obsession with sports or hobbies. It will involve becoming involved in 

making disciples in some form. It will involve serving others. It will involve repentance for marginalizing 

the One who saved you. It will involve a passion for seeking God instead of your own, rooted in the flesh, 

desires.  

Here is what will happen when your life is poured out as a drink offering to the Lord. You will crave 

fellowship with other believers who are like-minded and who can encourage you and allow you to 

encourage them. Hebrews 10:25: “not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” It will involve a hunger for 

the Word and corporate worship. It will involve being passionately involved in ministry. It will involve 

loving your church so much that nothing could pull you away except the Lord giving you marching orders 

to get involved in a call from the elders at FBC to invest in revitalizing a struggling church that we have 

officially joined ourselves to.   

Lest I sound like all of the problems and needed changes are the individual church members’ fault, let me 

hasten to say that perhaps the greater problems are the elders and ministry directors who have often been 

so busy doing the work of the ministry that we have forgotten that God’s job description for us is as 

Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV) says, “So Christ himself gave … the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” Notice that pastors and teachers are to focus 

on equipping God’s people to do “works of service.” That is translated “the work of ministry” in other 

translations.  



What is the result of the pastor teachers (literally “pastors that teach”) equipping the saints for works of 

service or the work of the ministry? It is the body of Christ being “built up.” We could paraphrase it “that 

the body of Christ may be poured out in ministry unto the Lord.” Let me say that we are totally committed 

to remedying this. In our elders’ retreat and meetings, there is a sense that we have good people on our 

staff, but we are going to look diligently at whether we have all of the personnel in the right place doing 

the best things. 

The success of a church is not measured by the number of people in the pews on Sunday morning. 

Success is measured by the number of members involved in serving others and making disciples who are 

making disciples. 

I have divided the vision into two parts. This sermon is seeing the big picture. If I went over all the 

details, we would be here all day.   

 

I.  Poured Out to Make Disciples  
Here is what I came under conviction about on this area. I believe that we have done a decent job of 

emphasizing the importance of making disciples. Over and over we talk, and teach, about the Great 

Commission in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” In addition to Matthew, there is a form of 

this commission in Mark, Luke, John, and Acts. This is our main task as a church. As you heard in the 

discussion hour between 9:00-10:15 slot this morning, it was presented that we talk a lot about making 

disciples, but few are making them. This is the root of our not being relational. People think they are 

looking for friendships, but it is fellowship that is the true longing of every Christian.  But fellowship 

happens when we are being disciples and when we are poured out in making disciples. The people that 

you will be closest to are those who discipled you and those that you have discipled. The love that sets us 

apart from the world and marks us as His disciples doesn’t come from holding hands and singing “Cum-

by-ya.” It comes from being discipled and pouring out our lives in making disciples.  

Let’s go back to basics. We need to ask a question and answer it well. The question is, “How do we make 

disciples?” The answer is this: Disciple making is an intentional process that begins with leading a 

person to repent of sin and savingly believe on Jesus (to become a Christian), and then to help them 

follow Jesus.  

Here is where we have missed it. What I am about to share causes me much grief. We [mostly me] have 

all too often tried to turn discipleship into a program, a ten-week class, going through some teaching 

material. That is not all bad, and some initial discipleship should take place that way. The New Testament 

pattern is that discipling others is a way of life; it is a culture in a church where bringing people to Christ 

and then helping them follow Jesus is the main focus of the majority of the members. We have turned 

discipleship into something the “professionals” do.  

I certainly believe that from the pulpit and from the Lifegroups discipling is, and should be, going on. We 

have not equipped you to disciple one another as a way of life. The result is a church of people who have 

the intellectual things down, but it is not being passed on through informal relationships. We are 

intellectually full and relationally empty. What is missing in our church is the multiplication. We have 

added disciples, but those disciples are not discipling others. Discipleship is more than listening to 

sermons and going to classes. Yes, it is that but it is so much more. 

Let me tell you a couple of things the Lord used to “turn the light on” for me. A few weeks ago, Jonathan 

Leeman who is on the staff of Capital Hill Baptist did a IX Marks Conference here on a Friday night and 

Saturday. In a question and answer time, he was asked about his own discipling. In answer to that 

question he told about several men he was discipling. In listening to him, I began to see where I have 

failed. Jonathan talked about one man who was struggling with some things and he meets most every 

week with him and is walking him through a Bible study. Another man is now growing and they only 

meet once a month. Another man is on an “as needed schedule,” and on and on. It isn’t some canned 



program he is going through. Though he didn’t say it, I assume that the reason he is not meeting as often 

as he once did with some of these men is because they are now busy discipling other men.  

I’ve read so many books on discipleship, but somehow it has never clicked. Recently I read a small book 

by Mark Dever, Discipling: How to Help Others Follow Jesus. I’ve probably heard the simple truths in 

this book a hundred times, but this time my heart was prepared. Discipling others is way less complicated 

than most of us think. Here are some of the truths I was reminded of. Discipleship is simply doing 

spiritual good to someone so that he or she will be more like Christ. Disciples of Jesus Christ disciple. 

There are some things we need to know, like how to find someone to disciple or who to ask to disciple 

you. What do you talk about? That’s all easy stuff to learn. We’re going to help you with that.  

Many are thinking, “I’m just not ready for that.” Yes, if you know Christ and know the basics of the 

Christian life, you are ready. Discipling is a two-way relationship. A part of discipling another is sharing 

your struggles, praying for one another. This discipling can take place with just two people or a small 

group. You have to be willing to take the initiative. I will share later some beginning material. You could 

use the manuscripts from the previous Sunday’s service (on line by Tuesday). A great place for those 

relationships is being part of a Lifegroup.  

Here is one of my favorite descriptions of discipleship as it should take place in a church. Discipleship is 

“a bunch of church members taking responsibility to prepare one another for glory.” [Mark Dever, Discipling, 

page 43] 

That is a long introduction, but let me now get down to specifics of the vision. I am dividing making 

disciples into three categories. 

 

A. Evangelism 
I believe that we distort evangelism and discipleship when we do not see that evangelism is simply the 

first step in discipleship. You can certainly disciple people that someone else led to Christ, but the norm 

ought to be that you are regularly sharing the Gospel and then discipling those you have led to Christ. 

There are several types of evangelism. Here is the vision related to evangelism. There will be more 

specifics coming. 

• Pre-evangelism -  Sowing seeds with preschoolers and children.  
Oh, how vitally important is preparing the soil of a child’s heart to receive the Gospel. God has given 
us so many children in our faith family. We are to focus on training parents [our family equipping 
model of family ministry] and training workers at church so that they are not just doing childcare; 
they are planting Gospel seeds that will one-day sprout and result in that little sinner coming to know 
the Savior.  
 

• Teenage Evangelism - Training parents and youth workers to evangelize teenagers.  
God is sovereign in salvation and He can save anyone at any time, but the facts are that the 
overwhelming majority of people who are disciples of Christ came to Christ before their eighteenth 
birthday. We must do a better job, and we will do a better job, of equipping parents to lead their teens 
to Christ, and our workers at church to keep planting and watering gospel seeds that will sprout in 
those young lives. This will become priority ONE of those in the family ministry. There will be details 
and opportunities coming real soon. 

 

• Track Evangelism  
I am asking God to raise up an army of people who will share the Gospel through tracts at special 
events (ballgames, festivals, etc.), in the inner-city government subsidized housing projects, and as a 
way of life. I have made a personal commitment to this ministry. I love tracts! I have seen many come 
to faith by way of the sharing of tracts. Many weeks we will have a tract of the week and encourage 
you to take them and distribute them.  

 

• TELL Training  



At least twice per year we will be offering TELL (our tool for equipping Christians to share the 

Gospel with others), and sharing the Gospel as a part of the training. My personal goal is to see over 

fifty people trained in TELL in 2017. 

 

• Lifestyle Evangelism – It is amazing how many opportunities God gives to those who are available 
and expecting God to send them someone. Lifestyle evangelism is developing a lifestyle of being 
available. What the Lord has shown me is that it starts by just being friendly with people.  

 

Basic Discipleship 

• We will use First Steps for Disciples to disciple new Christians and Christians who never learned 

the basics. We will replace the first part of The Journey with this material so that every adult new 

member will be encouraged to go through this material. 

• Regularly Challenge Members to use First Steps for Disciples to disciple others – both those they 

are connected to at church and opportunities outside of church contacts (co-workers, students, 

etc.). This material is simple to use and lays a foundation for growth. 

  

Extended Discipleship 

This is the informal gatherings that we went over earlier. The vision is people who are constantly meeting 

with other believers in homes, coffee shops, fast food places, restaurants for lunch, or any of other 

convenient place where two or more people could meet, and the more mature believer will simply help the 

less mature believer(s) follow Jesus. That is what a culture of discipleship looks like.  

In the first part of this vision casting, Rick Bertou talked about “joy driven love.” As we delight in God 

and as we see Him use us to make disciples, there is a joy that we know no other way. Making disciples is 

the greatest act of love, and by our love all will know that we are His disciples. 

  

II.  Poured Out in Serving  
One of the greatest opportunities we have to display the character of Christ and have opportunities for 

evangelism is to live a life of service. Jesus said in Matthew 20:28: “… the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  

As with discipleship, one of our problems is that we have communicated a much too narrow view of 

ministry or serving. We have confined it to mean an established ongoing weekly ministry that usually 

involves teaching or singing. Those ministries are so important and we have need of literally hundreds of 

people to fill them. A part of the vision is to ramp up the ministries that give our people an opportunity to 

serve our community. One of the elders in one of our many long meetings made this statement: “It is like 

we have leaped over Powell to reach the world.” The vision we are sharing aims to remedy that situation. 

Without forsaking North American and international missions, our goal is to have hundreds of people 

each year regularly serving in our community. We don’t have ulterior motives, but the fact is that this 

mindset of serving will be used by God to open hearts to the Gospel. Our 2017 budget will reflect this 

focus on serving. Many of these ministries of serving don’t take a lot of experience, training, or time. The 

following reflects some of the ways we will serve. 

Serving the Schools 

• We will make contact with all of the public schools in the Powell area and let them know of our 

availability. We will first ask what they deem as important for us to do. Some of the possible ways 

we will seek to help are: 

• Clean up and fix up projects 

• Prayer walking and prayer request boxes for teachers 

• Other creative means of communicating that “we care” 



• A consistent presence of the youth staff and volunteers in the schools  

• “Hanging out” with the students at lunch where appropriate 

• Providing chaplains for the Middle and High School athletic teams 

 

Serving the Community 

• A visible presence in all community parades and celebrations that would involve serving in clean 

up, providing food, “set up – take down,” and whatever else needs to be done. 

• Regular trash pick-up days in public areas and along the roads. 

• Community Prayer Walks 

 

Restart the CIA (Christians in Action) 

The Christians in Action operated for years and ministered to many. Due to many legitimate reasons it 

lost its leadership and died. We want to resurrect it. It is a group of men and women who are available to 

go to members’ homes – especially senior adults and handicapped people – and do manual labor and 

repair. This ministry isn’t restricted to members. It has the potential to be one of our most effective 

evangelism approaches.  

 

Develop More Mercy Ministries 

We need to be more involved in mercy ministries, not just indiscriminately giving out money and food, 

but truly coming alongside the poor and helping them come out of poverty. These mercy ministries must 

be focused on discipleship – not just giving away money. That is already our approach, but we need more 

people involved to ramp it up. For example, we have an opportunity to partner with some of our members 

(James and Delana Stewart) who work with churches to help those in desperate poverty in a neighboring 

county that is one of the poorest counties in Tennessee. In November we will have a pioneer in “Mercy 

Ministry Evangelism” as our main speaker for our Global Impact Conference (Dr. Charles Roselle).  

 

Encourage More Volunteers in FBA 

I have left out so many things like the potential church revitalization opportunity to do in another church 

what we have seen God do at FBC Fountain City. I have not said a lot about FBA, not because it is not a 

priority, but because we will be presenting a challenging vision for FBA in the near future and we want to 

do it justice by sharing specific details of what we believe God is leading us to do.  

This is not a finished product. There will be additions and revisions as we go along, but this is the vision 

for now. I have tried to share as a spokesman for all ten of the elders as to what we believe that God has 

led us to. There is one more thing that I want to do before we participate in the Lord’s Supper. 

III.  What We Are Asking You to Do  

A.  Be Patient with Us 
Some of these changes require set up time and training time. Delay doesn’t mean that we are not 

following through 

B.  Get on Board 
We are focusing on those who are not currently involved in an ongoing ministry. If you do not get 

involved and allow God to use you, this will all have been a waste of time. 

C.  Give Generously 
Many things involved with the vision require significant amounts of money. We need some people to step 

up and give generously.  
 


