
God’s Wisdom for Our Passion 

Song of Solomon 
 

Good morning, everyone. Today we continue in our Old Testament Journey.  We are currently in an 

overview of the Wisdom Books of the Old Testament.  We’ve touched on the Book of Proverbs and 

learned about the difference between wisdom and foolishness – navigating by God as our fixed point.  

Today we take a glance at Song of Solomon, or Song of Songs as some call it.   

 

Some might call the Song of Solomon the Bible’s romance book.  As you read this book you feel a bit 

like a peeping tom, being included where you don’t belong.  Parts are written from the perspective of 

the woman being pursued, and parts from the man that is being pursued.  And it’s as if they are 

inviting us to watch them fall in love, anticipate intimacy in the future, and celebrate their marriage 

and intimacy with them. 

 

Now some of you are familiar with this book and you may be wondering if I’m going to read parts 

that you would prefer me not to read out loud.  What I’m going to do is whet your appetite to read 

the book yourself.  But I’m going to prep you for it. 

 

Understanding Song of Solomon clearly is very challenging, largely because it is very abstract and 

poetic.  In fact, there are several interpretations of what exactly is going on in this book, and who the 

people are and what King Solomon has to do with it.  There is no shortage among scholars of 

difference of opinion about the people, the structure, and interpretation of the book.  

 

For example:  Is it a love story about King Solomon and his first bride?  Is it a love story about a 

shepherd boy and shepherdess of Israel during the reign of King Solomon?  Is it a song written by 

Solomon about himself or someone else?  Is it a song written by an unnamed person but dedicated to 

King Solomon?  There are lots of questions about these things that are hard to understand. 

 

But what is clear is it is a love story between a romantic young man and a young woman.    Sexual 

passion is both anticipated and celebrated within the exclusive relationship of marriage.     

 

The way we will look at this book today is in three movements of biblical romance.  And I say biblical 

romance because it appears that these movements mirror Genesis 2.  Genesis 2 is where we receive 

instruction on God’s design for marriage.  After the description of God bringing Adam and Eve 

together, we read in Genesis 2:24 “For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and cleave 

to his wife and the two shall become one flesh.”  The three movements in Genesis are leaving, cleaving, 

and weaving (becoming one). 

 

In Song of Solomon is goes like this: 

 

Movement 1 – Leaving = Courtship between a Man and Woman (Song Sol. 1:2-3:5) 

 

Movement #1 - affectionate pursuit.  Sample 1:2-16 

 



Movement 2 – Cleaving = Wedding and Wedding Night (3:6 – 5:1a) 

 

Movement #2 - the beginning of the sexual relationship following the wedding.  Sample 3:6-

4:16 

 

Movement 3 – Weaving = Exclusive Relationship of Marriage (5:2 – 8:14) 

 

Movement #3 hints at the first marital spat, but also holds up the exclusivity of the marital 

relationship.  

 

 

The refrain of the book has theme verse: “I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.” 

 

Frequently asked Questions: 

Question #1: Why is this book in the biblical canon?   

 

Answer: The bible overall holds up for mankind God’s standard of righteousness and His plan of 

salvation.  Song of Solomon does both of these things.  It holds out for us God’s standard of 

righteousness and it points us to an exclusive love relationship with God.  

 

Song of Solomon focuses on romantic passion and upholds for the reader God’s design for romantic 

passion within boundaries.  By doing so, this book confronts sexual promiscuity indirectly.   

 

How many of you have ever been content with something until you saw something much more 

beautiful?  For example, one day I was visiting with a guy who is happily married and committed to 

his wife and family.  On his way home from work the day before he saw Angi and I out for a walk and 

probably holding hands or something.  And just seeing us in that way made him realize that such 

simple expressions of love and enjoyment of each other was something their relationship needed.   

 

And he told me about this and how when he got home he talked to his wife about it and said he 

wanted to do that with her.   

 

This book of the bible has that sort of effect on people.  It upholds for us the beauty of romance as 

God designed it to be.  It’s not a one-night stand with a person you don’t know that you met in a bar.  

That’s just ugly compared to courtship, longing, dreaming, waiting and then when the time is right by 

God’s standard cleaving together. 

 

For some, it is the soft call to repentance from the folly of unbridled, undisciplined, sexual passion 

without boundaries.  It is a mirror to expose the folly and ugliness of homosexuality, promiscuity, 

adultery, pornography, prostitution, and all other ungodly forms of sexual passion.  It does this simply 

by holding up the real thing as it was created to be. 

 

  



Question 2: Why is this book part of the wisdom genre? 

 

This book pictures romance and love for the opposite sex as a very powerful force.  Three times in the 

book we are warned: “Do not stir up or awaken love until the appropriate time.” (2:7; 3:5; 8:4) 

 

You don’t put a loaded revolver in the hands of a child.  Guns can be a powerful, helpful tools; but put 

in the hands of one who lacks wisdom and they can be destructive.  This is true about so many things.  

And love and sexuality is no different. 

 

Water channeled through a dam can produce power for a community, but when it gets outside the 

channels it can destroy everything in its path.  Sexual passion within the boundaries God has set for it 

is beautiful, harmless, productive and righteous.  But outside the boundaries it’s a different story. 

Sexual passion without godly wisdom applied to who and the when can be a very destructive force in 

a person’s life. 

 

Wisdom does not dampen love and passion; it channels it. 

 

Addressing this area of life in this genre of poetry, song and high imagery among the wisdom books 

puts God’s standard of righteousness in 3D.  In the law genre we get the “what right and what’s 

wrong message.”  In the historical sections of both Genesis and the kingdom books (1-2 Samuel, 1-2 

kings etc.) we not only read how marriage was founded and find our example of God’s design, but we 

get to see the damage done by various departures from the biblical standard.   

1. The people of Noah’s day 

2. Abraham taking Hagar 

3. Judah and Tamar 

4. Sodom and Gomorrah 

5. David and Bathsheba  

 

In the prophetic books we get the warning of impending consequences.   

 

In New Testament letters we receive instruction about abstaining from sexual immorality as evidence 

of life transformation.  

 

But here in the wisdom genre, Song of Solomon softly and beautifully calls us to romance and passion 

that finds favor in God’s eyes.  It says here is what you can have without guilt, remorse or damage of 

any kind.  It’s the wisdom of God. 

 

Question 3: What is Song of Solomon’s transcending message?  

 

“I am my beloveds and my beloved is mine.”  (2:16, 6:3, 7:10) Biblical romance is an exclusive, both in 

the courtship and in the marriage.  It leads toward marriage and continues throughout marriage.  And 

sexual passion in this book is confined to this committed lifelong relationship.  And as such it is 

beautiful, harmless, and a source of great joy and pleasure.   

 



IT is the exclusivity of marriage that sets marriage apart from every other relationship.  I love my 

children all very similarly.  I love all of you similarly.  But I don’t love anyone else in the way I love my 

wife.  My love for her is unique, separate and special from all other relationships I have in this world.  

What we have together is different than what we have with anyone else in the world as long as we are 

alive.   

 

Question #4: What role does Song of Solomon play in the redemptive message of the bible? 

 

The exclusive relationship of biblical marriage is both a gift to man and woman, as well as a 

foundation for healthy society and stable procreation.  But it is more than that.  It is the bible’s picture 

of our relationship with God.  In the New Testament we are the bride and Christ is the bridegroom.  

We are the pursued and He is the prize.   

 

Ephesians 5 teaches us that the marriage relationship is analogous to the relationship of the believer 

to Jesus.  Knowing this, when we read the Song of Solomon, we not only have God’s wise and 

righteous standard held up for us to set our sights on; but knowing that biblical marriage is an 

analogy of the relationship between Christ and us, we are also provided a picture of God’s love for us.   

 

I am God’s and He is mine.  He has pursued me and I have pursued Him.  Most people are pursuing 

Him and they don’t know it.  But the hole people are trying to fill in their lives is an emptiness and 

longing that only God can fill. 

 

It tells me that God is passionate for me and He wants me to be passionate for Him.  He doesn’t want 

me to share my worship with anyone or anything else.  The prophets in the Old Testament called that 

adultery against God.   

 

I may love others with a different kind of love, but not a worship kind of love.  Just like marriage is to 

be a unique relationship incomparable to all other human relationships, so my spiritual relationship 

with God is also unique .  And God wants my relationship to Him to be unlike and uniquely exalted 

above all relationships I may have.  That’s called exclusive worship.  And God proved that we, the 

collective bride of Christ, are loved by Him like we are loved by no one else.  He proved it by leaving 

heaven and becoming flesh and laying down His life for us.   

 

So in the larger context of the bible and what it teaches about marriage, the Song of Solomon also 

has this higher and more important message concerning the love God has for all of us. 

 

Conclusion:  

 

Today we are going to have an altar time to focus on the two most important relationships anyone 

can have.   

 

First and foremost is our relationship with God.  Pray for renewed intimacy, repent of any idolatry, 

express you love to Him and receive His expression of love for you.  Bathe in it.  Drink of it.  Soak in 

His presence and enjoy Him.   

 



And second to that is marriage - both existing and future.   Pray for your marriage, pray for the 

marriages of others that you know are in trouble, pray for your kids to follow God’s wisdom. 

 

Is there repentance needed?  Is their confession of sin needed right now?  Do you need to elevate the 

importance of either of these key relationships back to their proper place? 

 

We are going to open the mic for corporate vocalized prayers, as well as the altar for private prayers. 

 

 

 


