
Of His Own Will Begat He Us 
James 1:18 

 
 
 James 1:18 reads, “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” 
 
 James 1:18 closes the third paragraph of the epistle (encompassing verses 13-18) with a 
declaration concerning the gracious, good, great, and glorious gift of new spiritual birth (regen-
eration) that the Lord our God and heavenly Father has bestowed upon all who trust in His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as their personal and eternal Savior from sin.  The truth and experience of 
this gift of new spiritual birth and new spiritual life serves as an evidence that every good and 
perfect gift comes down from the Lord our God and that the Lord our God never tempts us with 
sin (as taught in verses 13 & 17).  Furthermore, the truth and experience of this gift of new spiri-
tual birth and new spiritual life serves as an exhortation for us to walk faithfully in righteous 
endurance that our Lord might reward us with “the crown of life” (as taught in verse 12).  Fi-
nally, the truth and experience of this gift of new spiritual birth and new spiritual life serves as an 
encouragement that we are now able to be spiritually victorious over our own selfish lust through 
which we are tempted unto sin (as taught in verses 14-15). 
 
 Grammatically, James 1:18 presents a single declaration of truth that may be divided into 
four parts.  First, there is the prepositional phrase concerning our Lord’s gracious pleasure -- “Of 
his own will.”  Second, there is the main clause concerning our Lord’s great power and good 
provision -- “Begat he us.”  Third, there is the prepositional phrase concerning our Lord’s gospel 
propagation -- “With the word of truth.”  Fourth, there is purpose clause concerning our Lord’s 
glorious purpose -- “That we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” 
 
I. Our Lord’s Gracious Pleasure in begetting us spiritually. 
 
 As we have noted, the subject matter of this verse concerns the new spiritual birth that the 

Lord our God and heavenly Father has bestowed upon all who trust in our Lord Jesus 
Christ as Savior.  Yet the verses opens with a prepositional phrase, saying, “Of his own 
will begat he us.”  This prepositional phrase, “Of his own will,” is placed in the position of 
priority at the beginning of the declaration in order to focus our attention first upon our 
Lord’s gracious pleasure in begetting us spiritually into His family as His own dear chil-
dren.  Of His own freely loving, merciful, righteous will, the Lord our God chose to 
establish a way of salvation and regeneration (new birth) for us spiritually lost sinners.  No 
force outside Himself compelled Him.  No merit in us compelled Him.  He was moved and 
motivated to provide salvation and regeneration for us sinners out of His own gracious will 
and good pleasure.  “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved)” (Ephesians 2:4-5).  The Lord our God and heavenly Father established His 
way of salvation and regeneration for us sinners simply because He Himself by nature is 
eternally rich in mercy.  He was moved and motivated to provide His way of salvation and 
regeneration for us sinners solely by the abundant grace and great love of His own good 
will.  In us sinners there is nothing at all to promote our Lord God’s love for us, but every-
thing to prevent it.  Yet the Lord our God and heavenly Father is love and is great in love.  



Thus He Himself lovingly decided of His own gracious pleasure to first love us wicked 
sinners and thereby to send His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, into this spiritually dark world, 
that He might die for us on the cross as our eternal Savior, and that we might receive new 
spiritual life through faith in Him (1 John 4:9-10, 19; Romans 5:8).  Indeed, the wages of 
our sin, that which we have earned and do justly deserve for our sin, is eternal death under 
the wrath of God in hell.  Yet “the gift of God,” which He offers and bestows out of His 
own loving, merciful, gracious, and good pleasure, “is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23).  Even so, the Lord our God and heavenly Father determined of His 
own gracious pleasure to grant His gift of salvation and regeneration unto us sinners, not 
through our righteous works, but through our humble faith.  In fact, “it is of faith” specifi-
cally so that “it might be by grace” (Romans 4:16).  “And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more grace” (Romans 11:6a).  “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour” (Titus 
3:5-6)  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:3-6).  

 
II. Our Lord’s Great Power to beget us spiritually. 
 
 As the opening phrase of James 1:18 continues into the main clause, it communicates two 

truths concerning our new spiritual birth.  The first of these truths concerns our Lord’s 
great power to beget us spiritually.  “Of his own will begat he us.”  He Himself, the Lord 
our God and heavenly Father, by His own power, birthed us spiritually into His family as 
His own dear children.  The power of our salvation and regeneration is His alone.  To as 
many as receive God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, through faith, our Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ gives the power to become a child of God, “even to them that believe on his 
name” (John 1:12).  This power to become a child of God is applied through the agency of 
God the Holy Spirit, wherein all who receive Christ through faith as Savior are spiritually 
“born of the Spirit” (John 3:5-8).  Even so, when this new spiritual birth is applied by the 
Spirit through faith in the Son, each believer is born, “not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13).  This new spiritual birth is not by 
human ancestry, by human accomplishment, of by human assistance.  It is not by the rela-
tionship to some relative, by the refinement of some reformation, or by the relief of some 
religion.  Rather, this new spiritual birth is by the almighty power of the Lord our God and 
heavenly Father.  Indeed, the Lord our God has established that whole-hearted faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ is the prerequisite for His salvation and regeneration.  Yet our faith in 
Christ does not contribute any power whatsoever to the work of salvation and regeneration.  
In fact, Biblical faith for salvation and regeneration is a complete dependence upon the 
Lord our God and Savior by those who recognize their own, utter helplessness.  He alone is 
mighty to save us from our sins and to give us new spiritual birth. 

 



III. Our Lord’s Good Provision in begetting us spiritually. 
 
 The second truth that is communicated the main clause of James 1:18 concerns our Lord’s 

good provision in begetting us spiritually.  “Of his own will begat he us.”  Literally, the 
Lord our God and heavenly Father birthed us again spiritually (1 Peter 1:3).  Literally, He 
recreated us as a completely new spiritual creation in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17).  
The old things of our old spiritual man “are passed away.”  Behold, all things of our spiri-
tual nature “are become new.”  Before our salvation and regeneration through faith in 
Christ, we were spiritually “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 1:1).  Yet at the mo-
ment of our faith in Christ as Savior, our old spiritual man was spiritually “crucified with 
Christ;” and the Lord our God and heavenly Father made us alive spiritually with Christ, so 
that we might walk in newness of spiritual life (Romans 6:4-6).  We are no longer spiritu-
ally dead in sin.  Now we are spiritually “dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:11).  We still require the renewing of our mind, in its 
thoughts, emotions, desires, and motivations (Romans 12:2).  We still must battle against 
the inner, selfish principle of our sinful flesh (Galatians 5:17).  Yet in our new spiritual 
man, we are “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:5); for our new spirit is perfectly 
created after God “in righteousness and true holiness” (Ephesians 4:24).  Furthermore, 
through this new spiritual birth, we are made the very children of God.  The Lord our God 
and heavenly Father has begotten us again spiritually and thereby made us His own chil-
dren spiritually.  Indeed, we are “the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 
3:26).  This is our Lord God’s good provision in begetting us spiritually.  “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God” (1 John 3:1)!  Finally, the past tense of the verb “begat” in James 1:18 indicates that 
this good provision of new spiritual birth is a completed, historical reality for every be-
liever. 

 
IV. Our Lord’s Gospel Propagation to beget us spiritually. 
 
 After the main clause, James 1:18 presents a second prepositional phrase, saying, “Of his 

own will begat he us with the word of truth.”  Through the phrase, “with the word of 
truth,” is revealed our Lord’s gospel propagation to beget us spiritually.  The Lord our God 
and heavenly Father did not arbitrarily save and regenerate us.  Rather, He propagates His 
gracious offer of salvation and regeneration through the gospel of Christ.   This gospel of 
Christ is “the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16).  
Even so, the Lord our God and heavenly Father propagates His offer of salvation and re-
generation through the gospel of Christ, “that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  He propagates it through the gospel of Christ, that “he 
was wounded for our transgressions,” that “he was bruised for our iniquities,” that “the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him,” and that “with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 
53:5).  He propagates it through the gospel of Christ, that “all we like sheep have gone 
astray,” that “we have turned every one to his own way,” and that “the LORD hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6).  He propagates it through the gospel of Christ, 
that “he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  He propagates it through the gospel of 
Christ, that He “was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” 



(Romans 4:25).  Yea, the Lord our God and heavenly Father propagates His offer of salva-
tion and regeneration through the gospel of faith in Christ, that “whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).  He propagates it through the gos-
pel of faith in Christ, “that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).  He propagates it through the gospel of faith in Christ, that 
“he that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned al-
ready, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 
3:18).  He propagates it through the gospel of faith in Christ, that “he that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him” (John 3:36).  He propagates it through the gospel of faith in 
Christ, that whosoever believes on Him “hath everlasting life, and shall not come into con-
demnation; but is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24).  This is “the word of the truth 
of the gospel” that brings forth the fruit of salvation and regeneration in the hearts of lost 
sinners (Colossians 1:5-6).  Yea, we lost sinners are called and drawn unto faith in Christ 
as Savior through hearing this word of truth, this gospel of our salvation (Ephesians 1:13).  
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  
Thus 1 Peter 1:23-25 proclaims, “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  For all flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever.  And this is the word which by the 
gospel is preached unto you.”  Indeed, the gospel of faith in Christ is the only way of salva-
tion and regeneration for us spiritually lost sinners. 

 
V. Our Lord’s Glorious Purpose for begetting us spiritually. 
 
 Concerning our spiritual new birth, James 1:18 closes with the purposes clause, “That we 

should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”  Herein is revealed our Lord’s glorious pur-
pose for begetting us spiritually.  In the time of the Old Testament system, the first fruits of 
the crops each year were to be dedicated unto the Lord (Exodus 23:19; Leviticus 23:10; 
Deuteronomy 18:4; 26:2, 10; Proverbs 3:9).  This offering of first fruits was given in 
humility with a recognition that all the harvest was a stewardship from the Lord and was 
given in praise with a recognition that the Lord had promised a full provision of harvest yet 
to come.  Even so, through our regeneration we are “a kind of firstfruits” of our Lord’s new 
creation, wherein He shall “make all things new” (Revelation 21:1-5).  Thus Romans 
8:19-23 states, “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of 
the sons of God.  For the creature [the whole creation] was made subject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, because the creature 
[the whole creation] itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our body.”   In our regeneration we are “a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures,” and the full harvest yet to come will include the whole creation.  Just as we the 
first fruits are delivered from sin’s curse through our regeneration, even so the whole crea-
tion in the full harvest shall be delivered from sin’s corruption.  Yet this truth also implies 
that we are consecrated unto the Lord as His offering of first fruits.  Thus we should be 
motivated to walk faithfully in newness of life before Him and to serve sin and self no 



longer (Romans 6:4-6).  “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof.  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of righteousness unto God” (Romans 6:12-13).  “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Romans 12:1-2).  “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).   

 


