
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

"YOURS IS THE KINGDOM"



TEXTUAL VARIATION

• Missing from the oldest Greek manuscripts; from 
some early versions; and from most citations of the 
Lord's Prayer in early Greek and Latin writers. 

• It is present in third earliest Greek uncial (written in all 
capital letters); in some old versions; in a different 
form in the Didache (first century); in Chrysostom's 
sermon; and in the majority of Greek manuscripts.   

• See 1Chronicles 29:11.  Either way, the doctrine is 
Biblical.  



CONTEXT

• Flow of the Lord's Prayer: 

• Begins with addressing God as our Heavenly Father  

• Moves to petitions regarding God's name, kingdom, 
and will.   

• Then adds petitions regarding us: our needs, our 
debts to be forgiven, and our protection from trials.  

• The doxology finishes the prayer.  It returns us where we 
started - to God the Father.  



CONTEXT

• We ask for His name to be hallowed - and so we 
confess the glory is His.  

• We ask for His kingdom to come - and so end by 
confessing that the the kingdom really belongs to Him.  

• We ask for His will to be done - and end by confessing 
that He possesses all power to do all His will. 

• We confess God is our Heavenly Father - and thus all 
are his "forever."



"BECAUSE..."

• The doxology opens with a logical connector.  
The word "For" gives the basis or reason for 
these petitions.  It can be also be translated as 
"because" or "since".   

• We have hope that God hears and answers our 
prayer because the kingdom, power, and glory 
are His.  



!

"YOURS IS THE KINGDOM"
• Why do we pray that the kingdom will come; and then 

acknowledge that the kingdom already belongs to God?   

• It means that the kingdom is God's possession in that no one else 
has it.   

• Not Satan 

• Not the pope 

• Not the Christians (we are in it, but don't own it as God does) 

• What does it look like when Christians think they own the 
kingdom?  



!

"YOURS IS THE POWER"

• What does it mean to ascribe power to God?   

• Why confess or ascribe power to God? 

• A:  Because it confesses that, ultimately, only 
God has power to rule.   

• Q: In what ways do people believe the power is 
theirs, and not God's?  



!

"YOURS IS THE GLORY"

• What is man's nature?  See Matthew 6:2; 5; 16; 19.   

• The goal of the disciple - Matthew 5:19.  See also 
Romans 11:36.  

• We seek glory for ourselves - even by pretending 
to glorify God.  (see Luke 18:9 ff.).  What are ways 
that modern Christians (or professed Christians) 
"glorify God" while actually glorifying themselves?



!

APPLICATIONS

• Prayer is regulated by Scripture 

• The goal of our prayers is to acknowledge God's 
power and our helplessness; to make God "big" and 
us "small." 

• God being "big" doesn't discourage me in  praying, 
but encourages me.  God hears and answers 
according to His Word and wisdom because He owns 
the kingdom, has all power, and will receive all the 
glory.    


