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“The Testament of the Testator” 

Introduction: 

     Well it is good to be here today, I had a message prepared that I was going to give this morning 
from the Gospel of Matthew. I got to reading last night in my study time in the wonderful book of 
Hebrews and I just stayed in Hebrews chapter nine all night long. I was amazing because I began to 
work up a sermon outline and the more that I worked on it, the more I realized that this right here 
is where the LORD wanted me to go this morning. Hebrews chapter number nine, if you would open 
your Bibles and we are going to deal with several verses this morning, I have to read all of them to 
get the whole context. But I really want to take my key thought out of two main verses which is 
9:16-17. But we will read Hebrews 9:15-28, and what we will do is read our text in its entirety this 
morning first and then we will go back through and expound upon these verses.  

     Because I want to show you three wonderful things that I do believe that the writer, whoever it 
was. Some people say that Paul wrote it, some say that Peter wrote it and some say that it is a 
collection of books from several different men, but we do not know. One day we will know, I think 
that that will be one of the small minute things that we really won’t even care about when we get 
there. Maybe after about ten billion, trillion, zillion years we will scratch our heads and wonder just 
who did write the book of Hebrews. And then we might just go around the street of gold and begin 
to inquire about it.  

     But right now I really don’t think it really matters. Because we know that all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God. Second Peter 1:20-21 tells us that what we have now is a more sure word of 
prophecy and that the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. So we know that it is in here, it is infallible, it’s pure and it’s 
given by inspiration and God superintended and orchestrated that this book of Hebrews find its 
way among the General Epistles, regardless of who the author was.  

     And let’s read out text in its entirety this morning and then we will get on with the message and I 
want to show you three very beautiful thoughts this morning from this text that the LORD spoke to 
my heart yesterday and showed me. We will begin out reading in verse number fifteen and we will 
read all the way down to the end of the chapter, to verse number twenty-eight.  

Hebrews 9:15 

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, (now I want you to notice that this word 
testament means covenant, that is a different word for testament in the Greek; total different word.  
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     That’s taking about the Old Testament and the New Testament. That’s talking about Law and 
Grace; that is the two testaments. We have the Old Testament of Law, that brings in the nation of 
Israel, that bring in the Mosaic Covenant, that talks about the Abrahamic Covenant and the 
Promised Seed that would come. Up on Mount Sinai God gave the children of Israel the Law and 
they were governed and ruled by the Law but then we have the New Testament. Where the LORD 
Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law and opened up the dispensation of grace. That is what that is talking 
about a total different word used for testament there.  

Hebrews 9:15-28 

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might 
receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator 
liveth. 

18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. 

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of 
calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the 
people, 

20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 

21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission. 

23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; 
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others; 

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation. 
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     That word “testament” that appears in verses 16 and 17 is the Greek 1242 from the Strong’s 
Concordance that means; “a disposition, a contract, a devisory will, a covenant or a testament.” This 
testament that we have; which we call the wonderful covenant of Grace that is documented in the 
New Testament of the Scriptures is the last will and testament of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

• This Covenant of grace is His last will and testament.  

• This Covenant of Grace is the “disposition.” The final verdict of the case in which a sentence has 
been entered. 

• This Covenant of Grace is the devisory decree for the disposing of real property.  

     I want to show you three things in the lesson; three wonderful beautiful things about the 
amazing covenant of grace, the LORD Jesus Christ’s Last Will and Testament.  

1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

2. Our Sanctification is by the Will of the Testator. 

3. Our Security is by the Will of the Testator. 

Hebrews 9:15-17 

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might 
receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator 
liveth. 

     The fact that there is a last will and testament, the covenant of grace clearly illustrates the 
necessity of a death of the testator. Otherwise the testament is of no effect until the death. This is 
what He came to do, to fulfill the Will of the Father by the means of paying the price for sin.  

     The death of Christ appeased the wrath of a Holy God, and His blood is sign of the testament 
which God hath enjoined unto you. Hebrews 9:15-20 is the testament that declares our Salvation is 
by the Will of the Testator. 

     Our Salvation in the sense of justification, passed from death unto life by the will of the Testator. 
But what does His last will and testament actually say? Have you read it? Do you know for sure 
that’s what His last will and testament really says.  

      Do you honestly believe it in your heart, soul and mind. Or are you just taking some man’s word 
for it. Keep your place marked in Hebrews 9 and turn back to the Gospel of John chapter 17 and lets 
read some from the last will and testament of the LORD Jesus Christ. 
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1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

John 17:1-10 

1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify 
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him. 

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 

4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was. 

6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 

7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 

8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have 
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 

9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

     Folks if you have been made to know this morning by the grace of God.  

I do believe that this is the portion of the last will and Testament that that declares that our 
Salvation is by the Will of the Testator, because He prayed for His own.  

• People say things like come to God and receive grace. No you come to God because of grace.  

• People say things like receive Christ and be born again. No you receive Christ because of 
being born again.  

     Because our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator; John 17:6-10 the LORD of Glory clearly states 
that our Salvation is by the will of the Testator because He tells the Father that they were yours and 
you gave them to me.  

     Emphasizing that all those who will believe in Him were given by the Father. Given by the Father 
to the Son is seen in verse nine. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine.  
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     This is a clear assertion that even before conversion, they belonged to God as stated in John 6:37. 

John 6:37 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  

     From the start they belonged to God because of the purpose of Election.  

• They were chosen before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). 

• Their names were recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life before the foundation of the world 
(Revelation 17:8). 

Acts 13:48 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed.  

     And in Acts 18:10 the LORD tells the Apostle Paul to go to Corinth, that He has many people in 
this city which are His and they had not yet been saved.  So Paul went and continued there for 18 
months preaching and teaching the Word.  

1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

     But now turn back to Hebrews chapter 9, I want to show you the second point in relation to John 
17, the last will and testament of the LORD Jesus Christ.   

Hebrews 9:20-24  

20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 

21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission. 

23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; 
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 

     Under the Levitical Law the High Priest would enter into the Tabernacle and cleanse everything 
by the sprinkling of the blood upon all the vessels of the ministry before the blood was applied unto 
the Mercy Seat upon the Ark of the Covenant.  

     Oh my, Church look at verse 23: It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than  
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these. Are we not vessels of the ministry, and yes we have been sprinkled but not purified with 
these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

2. Our Sanctification is by the Will of the Testator. 

     Now turn back to John chapter 17. 

     Let us read and see what the Last Will and Testament of the LORD Jesus Christ has to say about 
our Sanctification.  

John 17:11-19 

11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 

13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled 
in themselves. 

14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world. 

15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil. 

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 

19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 

     Not only is our justification (our Salvation) by the will of the Testator but our Sanctification is 
through and by His will as well; as we clearly see He even prayed for our Sanctification.  

     He even prayed that the Father keep us, all those that He has given Him. Jesus even reaffirmed 
this in John 6:39 by telling us His Father’s Will.  

John 6:39 

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 
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1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

2. Our Sanctification is by the Will of the Testator. 

     Now, keeping your place in John 17, go back to Hebrews 9.  

Hebrews 9:25-28 

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others; 

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation. 

     Our High Priest has offered Himself once; He has put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  

1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

2. Our Sanctification is by the Will of the Testator. 

But:  3.    Our Security is by the Will of the Testator.  

     So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto salvation. John 17 states the will of the Testator for our justification 
(our Salvation) by the will of the Testator and our Sanctification is through and by the will of the 
Testator but what about our Security, the final product? 

     In John 17 the LORD prayed for the salvation of all those that the Father had given Him. He also 
prayed for the sanctification of all those that the Father had given Him. Now, I want you to see the 
final page of the Last Will and Testament of the LORD of Glory.  

John 17:20-26 

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 



8 
 

The Testament of the Testator     Princess Chapel Church 
 

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known 
that thou hast sent me. 

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved 
me may be in them, and I in them. 

     Look at what the key statement of that Will is, verse 24: Father, I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for 
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

     He prayed for the Salvation of His own, He prayed for the Sanctification of His own and He 
prayed for the Glorification for His own. He prayed for my security, He prayed my assurance, He 
prayed my hope, that I may be with Him to behold His glory. Not just for me but for all of those 
which the Father has given Him. He said Father I will it in verse 24. This is the decree of the LORD. 

• This Covenant of grace is His last will and testament. 

• This Covenant of Grace is the “disposition.” The final verdict of the case in which a sentence by 
the Judge has been entered. 

• This Covenant of Grace is the devisory decree for the disposing of real property.  

1. Our Salvation is by the Will of the Testator. 

2. Our Sanctification is by the Will of the Testator. 

3. Our Security is by the Will of the Testator. 

Hebrews 9:16-17  

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator 
liveth. 

     The Testator was dead, He gave His life freely to put away sin. Have you been made to know by 
the Grace of God that you are in His last will and Testament.  

II Corinthians 5:21 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. 

     Because the Testator died, but He is risen, He is alive and alive for evermore. Because He lives we 
shall live also. Are you in His Will? Are you mentioned in this disposition?  
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     Are you part of His devisory decree for the disposing of real property? Because if you are, if you 
have been made alive through and by the new birth, and made to know these things by the 
Sovereign Grace of Almighty God.  

     Then you have real property, you have an eternal estate; through and by Grace because of the 
Testament of the Testator, the Last Will and Testament of the LORD Jesus Christ. God Bless you. 
Friends our salvation is by the will of the Testator and our sanctification is through and by the will 
of the Testator. What did He pray there in the garden? Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth. 

     But friend your security is all through and by the will of the Testator. Father, I will that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me. He willed it my friend, and what is it that I say from the song? I’ll say this and come to a 
close: “My hope is built on nothing less, save Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” What is the object of 
your faith this morning? What is it? Is it yourself, is it your own works? Is it your own self 
righteousness? Or is it Him and Him alone? Because that’s where salvation is, that’s where the grace 
of God lies and once the Holy Spirit has come in and made you to know that; you’ll know. What did 
we read this morning in Romans 7:4 and Galatians 2:19 what does Paul say? We are dead! To the 
Law! But like Brother Paul Gullett said this morning in Sunday School once you’ve been made alive 
in Christ Jesus you will want to do the Law, because those are the moral aspects of God and His love 
constraineth us; the love of Christ, let’s bow our heads.  

 


