
1 

 

What Do These Disasters Mean? 

Amos 4:6-13 

In the message last Sunday morning, we discussed “the ripple effects” of man’s rebellion against God. 

This uprising led to the downfall of mankind in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3). And the news over this 

past week was filled with illustrations of these ripple effects in our world. 

� The people around Houston, Texas are still digging out of the mess produced by more than 50 

inches of rain from Hurricane Harvey. 

� Earlier this week, tourists heard teenagers throwing firecrackers into the Eagle Creek Canyon on 

the Columbia River Gorge Trail in Oregon. The resulting forest fire has destroyed 30,000 acres. 

Large sections of Oregon and Washington State are wreathed in smoke this morning. Another 

fire destroyed 7,000 acres in Los Angeles. 

� Hurricane Irma, which started as a small cluster of thunderstorms, has become the largest and 

most intense Atlantic hurricane in recorded history. On some islands in the Caribbean, the storm 

destroyed every building. Even though the category 5 storm only skirted the island of Puerto 

Rico, 1 million people there are now without electrical power. 

� Hurricane Jose, which is following the path of Hurricane Irma, has become a major hurricane 

itself. Jose is wreaking havoc on the same islands devastated by Hurricane Irma and is skirting 

Puerto Rico, at this moment. 

� Late this past Thursday, 50 million people in Mexico felt the ground shake violently beneath their 

feet. A magnitude 8.1 earthquake struck near the border of Mexico and Guatemala. Initially, a 

tsunami warning was sounded 8900 miles away in the Philippines. 

� Even as we speak this morning, Hurricane Irma is proceeding up the large peninsula that is the 

state of Florida. The large cities of Naples, Sarasota and Tampa are projected to feel the brunt of 

the worst storm surge. But the hurricane force winds will be felt in every part of western Florida, 

with storm surge on both the east and west coasts. According to news reports, this has produced 

the largest mass evacuation in U.S. history. 

� As Americans, we are very conscious of the disasters that befall us and our near neighbors. We 

may not be as sensitive to the fact that destructive typhoons, earthquakes, landslides, and fires 

are dangerous facts of life in much of the world. 

These disasters raise the questions in our minds: “Why is this happening?” “What is the meaning behind 

all this?” Our Scripture texts today will help us to answer these questions. You have neighbors, friends 

and family members who want answers to these questions. Let’s find out what the Scriptures tell us 

about these disastrous events. 

Is This the Judgment of God? (Death, Destruction and Disease) 

Perhaps you have been asked this question during this past week. Or perhaps you have wondered about 

this. We have to be very careful about the meaning that we attach to specific events. 

In a few moments of time, Job lost his children and all of his possessions (Job 1). Shortly afterward, he 

was plagued with a painful disease (Job 2). But the context makes it very clear that this was not God’s 

judgment on Job. In fact, we could apply the lesson of Job universally using Ecclesiastes 7:14, “In the day 

of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the 
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other, to the end that man should find nothing after Him.” As we shall see, this is one of the most 

important verses in our study today. Bear in mind that the Creator gave mankind dominion over the 

earth. But when mankind rebelled against his Creator, creation rebelled against mankind. 

In John chapter 9, the disciples raised a similar question about a man who was born blind (John 9:1-7). 

They assumed that his blindness was a result of his sin or his parents’ sin. We naturally assume that we 

can link these human problems with specific sins. But Jesus turned aside this thinking. He taught, 

“Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in 

him.” 

Solomon declared in Ecclesiastes 9:1-3, that all men are in the hand of God: “All things come alike to all: 

there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the clean, and to the 

unclean; . . .” (v.2) and verse 3 echoes, “This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, 

that there is one event unto all:. . .” So be cautious when you are tempted to say that specific events 

are God’s judgment on specific sins or sinners. Believers in the islands, Puerto Rico and Florida are 

suffering the same way their lost neighbors are this morning. 

So far in this message, we have learned to be careful about the specific meaning that we attach to 

specific disasters. But the Scripture is clear about the general meaning of these catastrophes. Please turn 

to the Old Testament book of Amos, and chapter 4. There we find a key passage to help us understand 

the meaning of disasters. And we will look at what Jesus said in the Gospels to be sure that we 

understand the main point. 

What Did Those Disasters Mean? 

First, consider the way that the Lord is introduced in Amos 4:13: “For, lo, He that forms the mountains, 

and creates the wind, and declares unto man what is His thought, that makes the morning darkness, 

and treads upon the high places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is His name.” This is the 

Lord, the God of hosts, our Creator speaking. He made every mountain that has been made and will be 

made. Of special significance to us today in the midst of these storms is the phrase that He, “creates the 

wind.” But He is not a distant Creator, as the deists depict Him. No, He “declares unto man what is His 

thought.” The Lord God knows every thought of every human heart. His Word declares our thoughts to 

us. This is the God who injects extraordinary circumstances into the routines of our sunrises and sunsets. 

He is near, treading upon the high places of the earth. And what is it that the Lord God guides us to 

understand? Remember Ecclesiastes 7:14. God has set these events together “to the end that man 

should find nothing after Him.” 

Carefully consider the point that the Lord made at the end of each disaster in Amos 5:6-12 

� Famine, 6 

6 And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread in all your places: 

yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. 
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� Areas of Drought, 7 

 7 And also I have withheld the rain from you, when there were yet three months to the harvest: and I 

caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city: one piece was rained 

upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered. 8 So two or three cities wandered unto one 

city, to drink water; but they were not satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.  

� High Winds, Crop Diseases and Destructive Insects, 9 

9 I have smitten you with blasting [winds] and mildew: when your gardens and your vineyards and 

your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm [locust] devoured them: yet have ye not 

returned unto me, saith the LORD. 

� War and Devastation, 10 

 10 I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men have I slain with 

the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I have made the stink of your camps to come up 

unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. 

� “Natural” Disasters, 11 

 11 I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a 

firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. 

The message behind each of these disasters is clear: godly repentance! Each and every episode of 

adversity should compel us to repent and turn to God. Ecclesiastes 7:14 reminds us that we find nothing 

after Him. No one and nothing else can give us real meaning except God Himself. Amos 4:11 is especially 

significant for what we might call “the remnant.” In the terrifying presence of a natural disaster, some of 

them had been like a “firebrand plucked out of the burning” (as Lot and his family had been). But the 

remnant of people had still refused to repent and return to God. There will be more about this later in 

the message. 

The Message behind these Disasters 

 12 Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet 

thy God, O Israel.  

The message behind all of this disasters is this: judgment is coming. Verse 12 does not read like “another 

chance.” Instead, it is a declaration to a sinful nation that they have used up all their opportunities. Now 

they ought to prepare to meet the God of judgment. All these earthly disasters pale in comparison to 

the ultimate eternal disaster. 

Jesus may have been alluding to Amos 4 when He interpreted the disastrous events described in Luke 

13:1-5. The people asked Jesus about the way that Pilate had massacred many Galileans. This was a 

human atrocity. But He connected that news to another tragedy: the fateful crash of the tower of Siloam 

which killed eighteen people. In both cases, Jesus made the message of repentance clear: “2 And Jesus 

answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, 

because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 4 
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Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were 

sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish.” Jesus interpreted these manmade and “natural” disasters with the following meaning: 

“unless you repent you shall all likewise perish.” Was Jesus predicting that those present would die 

untimely deaths like those who had been massacred by Pilate or killed by the tower? No! He was 

pointing to a much greater disaster that awaits all those who refuse to repent. Each of these earthly 

disasters in Amos 4 and Luke 13 pales in comparison to the eternal disaster of hell and the Lake of fire. 

Jesus described this awful place of fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41). The 

message is clear: prepare to meet your God! For the Judge will say to those “on the left hand, Depart 

from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” This is the ultimate 

disaster for every sinner. And every earthly disaster is a reminder about this ultimate eternal disaster. 

How to Prepare to Meet God 

The oldest recorded prophecy in the Bible is about this coming Day of Judgment. Please turn to the Book 

of Jude and verses 14-15: “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 

Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  To execute judgment upon all, and to 

convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds . . .” This oldest recorded 

prophecy is about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the judgment that will follow. 

But note an interesting feature of Jude 23: it includes an allusion to Amos 4:11! And it is about the 

remnant, the firebrand plucked from the burning. Do you see what that means? If you are hearing this 

message today, there is hope! If you will let them, these recent disasters will give you discernment. For 

those of you who know the Lord, here is a message of hope to those whom you are trying to reach: “And 

others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire.” 

So what is the message behind the impending disaster? How would someone prepare to meet God? 

Jude wrote, “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 

Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 

life.” If you want to prepare to meet God, then you must do so in the way that God provided: look for 

the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. The only way that you can prepare to meet God is 

through His Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5), the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ alone can usher you away from 

the eternal disaster of hell and the Lake of fire. As your Substitute on Calvary’s cross, the infinite Son of 

God took your eternal punishment. And He boldly proclaimed, “It is finished!” (John 19:30) when He 

paid the price for your sin and your eternal punishment. He has shown you His love. Now, “keep 

yourselves in the love of God.” Repent and run to the God who loves you. 

So now we can see the real meaning behind the impending catastrophe in Florida today. The message is 

“run to Christ!” Each loss should cause us to turn to the One who loves us. These disasters can give us 

that kind of discernment. These passages teach us the general meaning, and the specific message 

behind every tragedy. It is time to call upon our nation to repent and return to God. And if our nation 

will not do so, we must lovingly proclaim God’s message of judgment: “Prepare to meet thy God.”  
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