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Mark 1:12-13  And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.  13  And he was 
there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels ministered unto him. 
 
12a And immediately 
 
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, came up and out of the water, had the Spirit of God 
descend upon him as a dove, was confirmed as the Son of God by the voice of God the Father 
from heaven, and all of these things were witnessed by John and those who were there at the 
Jordan in Judea with him. What is recorded by Mark next happened immediately following 
these events. 

 
12b And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 

 
Matthew 4:1a Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 
 
Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness 
 

The same Spirit of God (the Holy Ghost) that descended upon him as a dove drove him to go 
into the wilderness. Not the wilderness of Judea where many people lived, but the wilderness 
that the wild beasts inhabited somewhere away from Jordan. 

 
13a  And he was there in the wilderness forty days 

 
Matthew 4:2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred 

 
Luke 4:2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: 
and when they were ended, he afterward hungered 

 
Forty days is a notable duration in biblical history. 

 
Noah: 

Genesis 7:4-12  For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of 
the earth.  5  And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.  6  And 
Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.  7  And Noah went 
in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of 
the flood.  8  Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth,  9  There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the 
female, as God had commanded Noah.  10  And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of 
the flood were upon the earth.  11  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, 
the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken 
up, and the windows of heaven were opened.  12  And the rain was upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights. 

 
Moses: 

Exodus 34:27-29  And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after 
the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel.  28  And he 
was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor 
drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments.  (Continued)  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
9/10/2017 
Mark 1:12-13 

2 
 

(Exodus 34:27-29 Continued) 29  And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount 
Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, that 
Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 
 

Elijah: 
1 Kings 19:4-8  But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and 
sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is 
enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.  5  And as he lay 
and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and 
eat.  6  And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at 
his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.  7  And the angel of the LORD came 
again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great 
for thee.  8  And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat 
forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 
 

In each instance recorded, the 40 days (and nights) were part of preparation for something 
significant to come: the rain and flood would bring cleansing and a new covenant with Noah, 
Moses would bring the law and the new covenant from God, Elijah would encounter God on 
Mount Horeb then ordain new kings in Syria and Israel and appoint a successor to himself. The 
40 days also had some miraculous evidence of protection associated to the individuals 
themselves: Noah and his family were preserved in the ark during the flood, Moses stood before 
the face of God on the mountain, Elijah was protected from (Ahab and Jezebel) during his 
journey and God had reserved seven thousand faithful in Israel to come alongside him. 

 
13b  And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; 

 
Matthew 4:1-11  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil.  2  And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.  3  
And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread.  4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  5  Then the 
devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,  6  And saith 
unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.  7  Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God.  8  Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;  9  And saith unto him, All 
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  10  Then saith Jesus unto him, 
Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve.  11  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered 
unto him. 
 
Luke 4:1-13  And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness,  2  Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat 
nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.  3  And the devil said unto 
him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.  4  And Jesus answered 
him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of 
God.  5  And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time.  6  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, 
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  7  If thou 
therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.  8  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee 
behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.  9  And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence:  10  For it is written, 
He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:  (Continued) 
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(Luke 4:1-13 Continued) 11  And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.  12  And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.  13  And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed 
from him for a season. 

 
Unlike Noah, Moses, and Elijah, Jesus wasn’t only a man, but he was God and man in spirit and 
body. The temptations he bore in the wilderness are not all recorded as both Mark and Luke 
state that he was tempted by Satan (the devil) for the full 40 days of his fast. It is not until the 
end of Jesus’ fast that a few of his temptations are recorded. The depth of what Jesus endured at 
the hand of the devil is unknown to us, but scripture gives us insight. 

 
Hebrews 2:14-18  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil;  15  And deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  16  For verily he took not on him the nature of 
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.  17  Wherefore in all things it behoved 
him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.  18  For in that he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 
 
James 1:12-15  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  13  Let no 
man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man:  14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust, and enticed.  15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 
 

Jesus endured every temptation that Satan could contrive which proved (not only to the devil 
but to all who would believe) that Jesus is the Christ and is the Son of God. No man could have 
endured what Jesus did while fasting in the wilderness unless that man was the Son of God. 
 
13c  And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels ministered unto him. 
 
God the Father sent his angels to care for Jesus after his fasting and temptation. He restored 
Jesus to health in preparation for the beginning of his ministry on earth and eventually the 
completion of his mission to save his people from their sins. God cares for us in a similar way 
during and after temptations come into our lives. God does not abandon his children. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 
 

Jesus’ way of resisting and escaping temptation is the same way given by God for us to resist and 
escape temptation. When presented with a temptation Jesus used the power of truth in God’s 
word and the power of the Holy Ghost (the Spirit) to stop Satan. We have those same resources 
available to us every day. 

 
Ephesians 6:10-12  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might.  11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil.  12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
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1 Corinthians 2:12-13  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  13  
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind. 
 
Hebrews 4:9-16  There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.  10  For he that is 
entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.  11  Let us 
labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.  
12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13  Neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do.  14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  15  For we have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16  Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

How blessed the children of God are in that they have an intercessor in Jesus Christ who knows 
every temptation they could experience and equips them by the Holy Ghost to resist every 
temptation they encounter. How wonderful that he “knoweth our frame” and “remembereth that 
we are dust” having walked in the flesh himself. How great that he has experienced all that it is 
to be as we are, yet unlike us, did not sin so that we might come before God’s throne, covered in 
his blood and obtain mercy and grace when we need help. 


