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Deuteronomy 4:1-40

“Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach 
you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God 

of your fathers giveth you.” Deuteronomy 4:1

The nation of Israel had never possessed a homeland. For more than four centuries, these 
descendants of Jacob (Israel) lived in Egypt, where they grew from a family of 70 individuals 
into a notable force. “The children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them” (Exodus 1:7). 

God made a covenant with their forefather Abraham, promising to give his descendants Canaan, 
a strip of land located at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea, between the seacoast and the 
Jordan River. Miraculously, He delivered Israel from Egyptian enslavement, and for 40 years 
they lived as nomads in the Sinai wilderness, led by Moses.

Moses spoke to Israel the words of Deuteronomy just prior to their entrance into the land God 
promised to Abraham. Deuteronomy was a re-statement of the law of God, the Ten 
Commandments, given 40 years earlier at Mt. Sinai. Now, a 40-year record of Israel’s response 
to God’s law enabled an application and exhortation that was not possible when it was given. In 
this fourth chapter of the “second law-giving,” we observe three matters of instruction.

1. We must give honor and reverence to God’s Law, the Scriptures.

“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from 
it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command 
you” (4:2). 

“Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 
the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people” (4:6). 

2. We must teach God’s Law to our children.

“ . . . teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; specially the day that thou stoodest before the 
LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and 
I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall 
live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children” (9b, 10). 

3. We must examine ourselves regarding our obedience to God’s Law.

A. Heeding God’s Law: “Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days 
of thy life” (4:9). (4:15, 23) 



B. Repenting when we’ve transgressed God’s law. “If from thence thou shalt seek the 
LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul” (4:29). 


