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Sacrifice and Satisfaction| The Gospel in Leviticus 

The Vandalism of Shalom (Sin) 

Leviticus 5.14-19; 16.1-3 

9.11.16 

 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 15 "If a person acts unfaithfully and sins unintentionally 

against the LORD'S holy things, then he shall bring his guilt offering to the LORD: a ram without 

defect from the flock, according to your valuation in silver by shekels, in terms of the shekel of 

the sanctuary, for a guilt offering. 16 "He shall make restitution for that which he has sinned 

against the holy thing, and shall add to it a fifth part of it and give it to the priest. The priest shall 

then make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and it will be forgiven him. 17 

"Now if a person sins and does any of the things which the LORD has commanded not to be done, 

though he was unaware, still he is guilty and shall bear his punishment. 18 "He is then to bring to 

the priest a ram without defect from the flock, according to your valuation, for a guilt offering. 

So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his error in which he sinned 

unintentionally and did not know it, and it will be forgiven him. 19 "It is a guilt offering; he was 

certainly guilty before the LORD."  

 

16.1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they had 

approached the presence of the LORD and died. 2 The LORD said to Moses: "Tell your brother 

Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the holy place inside the veil, before the mercy seat 

which is on the ark, or he will die; for I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3 "Aaron shall 

enter the holy place with this: with a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.   

 

 

 

We’re looking at the Book of Leviticus… someone said it’s where those who try to read the Bible 

from cover to cover go to die. 

 

It’s not a fun book…or even interesting really…there are no stories…only two very short 

narratives. 

 

Leviticus is a kind of manual for public worship. It tells how the Tabernacle (that movable 

sanctuary that model of the Garden of Eden) Leviticus tells how the Tabernacle was to be used 

as a place for relating to God. It’s a book of laws…about moral and ritual purity. 
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Last week we looked at the theme of holiness in The Book of Leviticus and today the theme of 

sin. 

 

There’s a lot of overlap between the two themes because they are each seen only in contrast to 

the other. It’s like (as we’ve said so many times before) like a Rembrandt painting – the main 

subject is often illuminated and situated in contrast to darkness. 

 

Sin is a dark topic. But it’s a darkness that allows us to see other, brighter topics… We try to 

avoid it (unless we’re talking about other people’s sins) but either obsessing over sin or denial of 

sin are both harmful extremes (as we’ll see) and Leviticus won’t allow us to go either way. It 

makes us face it SO we can see its solution . 

 

In John Steinbeck’s, East of Eden, he wrote ‘There’s more beauty in the truth even if it is 

dreadful beauty.” So, today, the TRUTH about sin and the dreadful beauty that contrasts with 

that truth.  

 

Starting with Steinbeck’s title (which he took from the Book of Genesis) let’s look at: 1) Out of 

Egypt but East of Eden 2) Drawn to God and Repelled By God 3) Worship In Form and Worship 

with Feeling 

 

The people of Abraham have been freed from slavery in Egypt but they are…now facing a new 

enemy and the enemy is US…  

 

We’re our own worst enemy as has often been said and the Law, the instruction or Torah of God 

is exposing and even inciting them to sin. St. Paul talked about that in Romans CH 7. 

 

And just as when we tell a toddler DO NOT TOUCH THIS LAMP…and suddenly it’s all the toddler 

can think about, “I MUST touch that lamp!”… So, the Israelites are now seeing their sin and even 

stirred up to sin like never before…Law is exposing and even arousing their sin. They are out of 

Egypt but definitely EAST OF EDEN… Things are NOT the way they're supposed to be and they 

really feel it! 

 

Last week we pointed out how the Tabernacle was a kind of taunt to them…it told about their 

origins in the garden when everything was right and the Tabernacle, the model of Eden at the 

center of their camp…the Tabernacle and the Law stand as a contrast – we are East of 

Eden…where things are NOT right. 

 

Sin is present and prevalent. And sin is varied…it’s multifaceted and shows up in different ways. 

The vocabulary makes that clear: about 9 different nouns and verbs for sin… You see it in today’s 
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readings, if a person acts unfaithfully and sins unintentionally against the LORD'S holy things…” 

Then there are words like guilty. 

 

And there’s this focus here on unintentional sins and we may think, “Really?! I even have to 

worry about stuff I don’t even know about…seems so uh…morbid or at least negative… Like 

what? Like I’m more sinful than I know?” 

 

Well, just very practically, you know how it can happen – a person doesn’t see a “One Way” sign 

and drives IN when he should be driving OUT… OR you DO see a speed-limit sign but you 

SINCERELY don’t realize that you’re driving much faster… 

 

And YOU KNOW that every time… EVERY TIME you explain to the police officer that it was 

unintentional (you didn’t SEE the sign or you didn’t REALIZE you were speeding) they ALWAYS 

let you off! 

 

And think too of how many flaws or wrongs or sins or shortcomings are not things you 

choose…but things you are.  

 

Cornelius Plantinga…wrote an amazing book called Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be – A Breviary 

of Sin … it’s actually a pleasure to read and he points out that the so-called “seven deadly sins” 

(a list developed in the Middle Ages) they’re all unintentional - (pride, envy, anger, sloth, 

avarice, gluttony, and lust). 

 

No one says, “I’m going to set out to be a boastful, greedy, angry, lazy guy.”  

 

All of them are dispositions one adopts indirectly and then those dispositions express 

themselves almost involuntarily… and yet…there’s moral culpability… envy and anger and lust 

are rightly called sins…wouldn’t you say? 

 

Plantinga calls sin, the “Vandalism of Shalom” – that sin is both an act and a kind of force within 

a person (and also in societies and organizations) an act and a force that disturbs and distorts 

the way God made things to be – God’s shalom, His condition of peace and harmony and 

flourishing where all is as it SHOULD be in Eden… Because God is FOR shalom therefore God 

opposes sin….even unintentional sin…maybe especially unintentional sin because these are the 

roots of all other sins (pride, envy, anger, sloth, avarice, gluttony, and lust). And these Seven 

Deadly UNINTENTIONAL Sins MAY even be the unknown motivation behind what a person 

ASSUMES are good deeds. 

 

And now, out of Egypt but definitely East of Eden – the Israelites are encountering a new enemy 

– sin. 
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And, as we saw last week, God lovingly rescued His people out of Egypt in order to know 

HIM…to realize the purpose for their being…to relate to God, to see the infinite beauty and 

source of all goodness that He is… and they ARE drawn to Him but also finding God to be…NOT 

like them… Drawn to God and Repelled By God… He is separate/holy. 

 

And God is revealing to them His holiness…He is the God who separated the sea from the dry 

land… separated the light from the dark… separated the woman from the man… separated the 

trees from which they could eat and the tree from which they could NOT. HE IS THE GOD WHO 

CAN DISTINGUISH and separate… He is holy and they too, HIS HOLY PEOPLE, have to be able to 

distinguish the holy from the profane. 

 

He is initiating them into a culture that is all about holiness… and helping them to distinguish… 

to be separate and separating…just like He distinguished the day from the night, the sea from 

the dry land. 

 

To know Him, to relate to Him in worship they have to distinguish between the clean and the 

unclean.  

 

The people can’t just blunder IN… THEY NEED A PRIEST. And even the priests can’t burst into His 

presence without death… He will tell them what symbol of death to bring…He will give 

Torah/Law/Instruction so they can distinguish between the holy and the common… And they 

have to follow exactly what He says… THEY ARE SINFUL TO A DEGREE THEY DON’T EVEN KNOW 

(unintentional sin – failing to recognize that He is different/holy… ) 

 

Take the price of a ram and pay back what you owe (at least symbolically) – make restitution. Be 

represented by a priest… and this is ONLY ONE OF many different kinds of sacrifices. There are 

FIVE major types of offerings…all to be offered in JUST the right way…distinguishing between 

the holy and the common. 

 

And then in the central chapter of the book …the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) we are 

reminded again (what we saw last week) reminded of those sons of Aaron who didn’t 

distinguish…didn’t enter IN with THE PRESCRIBED SYMBOL OF DEATH and they died…  

 

“Remind them, Moses, remind Aaron and future generations of his sons… bring the exact 

symbol I require…clean and unclean…pure and impure… holy and common… sinful humanity 

and Holy God.” 

 

“I will NOT allow you to come to a god of your own imagination… I am who I AM.” 
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They want to know Him…it’s the purpose of their existence… He is showing them WHO HE 

IS…He loves them sinful as they are…and HE IS HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. 

 

And Israel…in the arena of the nations…is alone in knowing the God who is there…the only 

real…true and living God… THEY ARE CARRYING A LOAD, the LAW…it’s a way to know this God 

but also an awful heavy burden. 

 

It’s why Paul would later describe it as a curse (Gal 3). 

 

“For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS 

EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO 

PERFORM THEM."  

 

And then, came a Man, who alone among all human beings who ever lived – HE ABIDED BY ALL 

THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW… a holy Man who was without sin…but who bore 

the sins of others. He was holy but counted sinful and because of Him, I though sinful am 

counted holy. 

 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, 

"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "-- (Galatians 3.10-13) 

 

He is the High Priest I need… He allows me to face my sins and really look at them square…and 

seriously…to see sin, MY SIN AS DEADLY SERIOUS (the way Leviticus shows sin to be!). 

 

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 

the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 

crying, "Abba! Father!"  Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 

through God. (Gal 4:4-7 NAU) 

 

Because of Him, bearing the curse of the Law for me, I am received…I am able to draw near to 

God and worship. I have exactly the right Offering as I come into the Father’s Holy Presence –  

 

And I can stop trying to smuggle in MY good works, MY “better-than-thou” illusions… I can stop 

trying to convince myself that I’ve tried harder than YOU have… stop trying to ignore or deny my 

sin (even the deeper unintentional, dispositions and root sins…the Seven Deadly Sins) I can stop 

denying what others are trying to help me see about myself…stop trying to convince myself that 

I don’t HAVE SIN therefore I must be ok…I can put down comparisons to others and self-

defensiveness… and I can BOTH REST in the fact that I am adopted IN Christ…God is Abba Father 

to me… 
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And I can be energized by the Spirit to really pursue change and the growth of holiness… the 

Spirit of holiness lives in me… 

 

It’s what Luther called “simul iustus et peccatore” – at the same time justified and sinful. 

 

My worship is perfect…because HE IS MY PRIEST… and my worship is with FEELING…because I 

know the relief of having the Curse of the Law carried by another… It saves us from the flippant, 

irreverent unexamined life (Spirituality Lite) and it saves us from the cowering fear of 

perfectionism – “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 

punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because He first loved us. 

(1 John 4.18-19) 

 

Look God wants this for all His people…do you know it…I mean is it something you enjoy? Why 

not simply come to the One who carries the curse and let Him carry your burden…let Him carry 

YOU! 

 


