
PSALM 5 

 
CHAISTIC STRUCTURE 

 
 
A. David has confidence the LORD will hear him (vs. 1-3). 
 
 B. The LORD will destroy the wicked (vs. 4-6). 
 

C. David will worship the LORD in the temple (v. 7). 
 
C´. David will worship the LORD in the world (v. 8). 

 
 B´. The LORD will judge the wicked (vs. 9-10). 
 
A´. David has confidence the LORD will protect him (vs. 11-12). 
 

 
 

 
SERMON OUTLINE 

 
In Psalm 5 David makes 2 requests of the LORD. 
 
I. Hear my prayer (vs. 1-2b). 
 
 A. For I pray to and wait on You (vs. 2c-3). 
 

B. For You hate evildoers and they may not dwell with or stand before You 
(vs. 4-6). 

 
C. For You receive your people and their worship on the basis of Your 

covenant love (v. 7). 
 
II. Lead me in Your righteousness (v. 8). 
 
 A. Because my enemies are liars (v. 9). 
 
 B. Because my enemies are rebellious (v. 10). 
 

C. Because you bless the righteous with Your protection (vs. 11-12) 
 
 

  



BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, September 11, 2016                                     Passage: Psalm 5:1-12 

Memory Passage: Psalm 5:11-12 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Psalm 5. What requests does David make of God in this Psalm of lament?  

(b) Upon what basis (v. 2) does David “groan,” “cry,” and “pray” to God? 

(c) How does recognizing the LORD’S Kingship give King David (and you) assurance that God will hear his/your 
prayers? 

(d) At the end of Psalm 4 David is sleeping well because of the LORD’s protection, and in Psalm 5 he prays “in 
the morning.” How do your days normally end and begin? What personal benefits do you (or should you) 
receive by contemplating God’s character and work as the first and last acts of your day? 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Psalm 5. For what does David “watch” in v. 3, and how should this inform your own prayer life? 

(b) What do you learn about God’s character in vs. 4-6? How do verses 4-6 reveal the general content of 
David’s prayer? 

(c) Ponder this oft-cited phrase: “God hates the sin but loves the sinner.” Explain how v. 5 supports or 
contradicts this claim. 

(d) Ponder this variation: “We (i.e. believers) should hate the sin but love the sinner.” Is this thought 
supported by Scripture? Explain your answer by giving Biblical evidence.  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Psalm 5. What is the LORD’S stance on those who habitually lie? How often do you lie, including 
“white” lies, culturally acceptable lies, or lies of convenience? Is lying a habit for you? If so, what should you do 
next? 

(b) What does David boldly proclaim he will do (v. 7)? Isn’t this rather “boastful” (cf. v. 5) to claim that others 
are liars but he is somehow worthy to enter into the LORD’S presence? What else does David proclaim in v. 7 that 
informs your answer? 

(c) In what ways does a believer today enter God’s “house” and “bow down” toward His “holy temple?”  

(d)  Explain how “the abundance of (the LORD’S) steadfast love” provides the foundation for your right worship 
of God? 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Psalm 5. For what is David asking when he requests to be led “in (the LORD’S) righteousness” and to 
have “(the LORD ‘s) way straight before me?” 

(b) In contrast to the LORD ‘s way, what is the “way” of David’s enemies (v. 9)? 

(c) Who is Paul describing when he quotes Psalm 5:9b in Romans 3:13? 

(d) From where does David desire his enemies to be “cast out?” Is he going too far with his request when he 
asks for them to “bear their own guilt,” “fall by their own counsels,” and to be “cast out?” Explain your answer. 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Psalm 5. Hopefully, you have been memorizing vs. 11-12 all week, and that memorizing has 
included delighting & meditating (1:2). Based on your meditation, write down a full explanation of the promises 
found in these verses. 

(b) In what ways does Psalm 5 connect with Psalms 1 & 2? 



(c) Notice the progression of Psalm 5 from groaning to rejoicing. This is typical of most laments, as well as the 
progression of the entire Psalter. In what ways does this progression also characterize your life as a Christian? 

(d) In what ways will you endeavor to more fully “take refuge” in God and “rejoice,” “sing for joy,” and “exult” 
in Him?  

DATE: September 11, 2016               PASSAGE: Psalm 5:1-12 

Lead Me in Your Righteousness, O LORD! 

 
 
 


