
SPIRITUAL VICTORY (23) 
 

No believer needs to wait one more second to be filled with the Spirit.  In fact, when the Spirit 
took up residency in the believer that is exactly what He wanted to do.  The problem is most 
believers are filled with themselves and not Him. 
 
G. Campbell Morgan said the filling of the Spirit actually puts one into a new consciousness of 
Jesus Christ and of us.  We will see ourselves differently.  There is a new consciousness of our 
own weaknesses and foolishness.  There is a new mourning over our past failures, and a new 
astonishment at the vastness of the program of God (The Westminster Pulpit, Vol. 8, p. 182.)  
Lewis Sperry Chafer said that to be filled with the Spirit requires: 1) Confession of every known 
sin; 2) Yielding to the Word and will of God; 3) Walking in a dependency on God (Systematic 
Theology, Vol. 6, p. 251). 
 
(Reality #5) - The victorious spiritual manifestation of not quenching the Spirit.  I Thess. 5:19 
 
This is truly one of those solemn points the spiritually-minded believer will carefully consider 
because these words “quench the Spirit” become very serious.  To live life yielded to the Spirit 
that does not quench Him is to live life on a path that opens doors of one blessing after another. 
 
Now the Spirit of God is quenched when the believer resists or rejects the Word of God which 
reveals the will of God.  To not quench the Spirit means you depend on the Spirit’s will, not the 
human will or else God does not get the glory.  Dr. B. B. Warfield said that the key to a spiritual 
life does not depend on human will because all that amounts to is “subjecting all gracious work-
ings of God to human determinating” (Princeton Review, April, 1919, p. 322). 
 
A critical key to not quenching the Spirit is not elevating our will, but relying on the Spirit to 
take us to Spiritual victory.  For example, when we choose to sin, all God requires of us is that 
we confess it (I John 1:9).  Just acknowledge what is true.  In this way the Spirit is not 
quenched. 
 
The freedom that we have with our will is to choose to acknowledge the truth about us and 
about God.  The choice, as I view it, is between allowing my will to dominate or God’s will and 
Spirit to dominate.  True spiritual victory quenches our own will, not the Spirit’s will. 
 
(Reality #6) - The victorious spiritual manifestation of not grieving the Spirit.  Eph. 4:30 
 
The thing that grieves the Holy Spirit the most is the presence of sin in the believer’s life.  Until 
sin is confessed, the Spirit is grieved.  When the presence of sin is permitted to continually exist 
in the life of the believer, the Spirit’s ministry is dramatically changed from one that works 
through the believer to one that pleads with the believer.  The pleading or the conviction is for 
the believer to confess the sin. 
 
Apparently, from Romans 9:1, the Holy Spirit works through the conscience of the believer as 
to whether or not that believer is grieving the Holy Spirit.  Once the Spirit has been grieved by 
sin and convicts the believer’s conscience, it is vital to confess it.  Otherwise, the entire potential 
for spiritual victory is hindered. 
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QUESTION #8 – What has God given us to help us be spiritually victorious? 
 
One might ask, how is it possible for a believer who has a depraved sin nature that will not 
choose to do any good, who lives in a world that is dominated by the devil, to ever expect  
that he may live a life that does not grieve the Holy Spirit?  God has given five wonderful 
preventatives that are designed to help us: 
 
Preventative #1 - God has given the Word of God which is able to keep us from sinning.  
 
Psalm 119:11 says - “Thy Word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against Thee.” 
John 17:14, 17 says - “I have given them Thy Word … sanctify them in the truth, Thy Word is  
                                         truth.” 
Colossians 3:16 says - “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching  
                                           and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual  
                                           songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 
I Peter 2:2-3 says - “like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the Word, that by it you may 
                                     grow in respect to salvation if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.” 
 
Clearly a key to our spirituality is the Word of God.  In fact, spiritual victory requires God’s 
Word just as Christ prayed in John 17.  No one will have spiritual victory apart from a deep 
commitment to God’s Word. 
 
Preventative #2 - God has given the indwelling Holy Spirit to convict us and guide us. 
 
II Corinthians 3:17-18 says “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty.  But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 
 
Notice carefully we are transformed as we behold the glory of the Lord, not our glory.  The Holy 
Spirit transforms us to reflect God’s glory and the process means that we are focused on the 
Lord’s glory and not our own. 
 
Preventative #3 - God has given us the intercession of Jesus Christ to sustain us and protect  
                                 us.  John 17:15-23; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25 
 
I doubt seriously we even begin to scratch the surface of the intercessory prayer ministry of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf.  Christ is not appeasing God on our behalf for that was accomplished at 
Calvary, He is appealing to God on our behalf.  He knows us personally and prays for us 
personally, knowing God’s will for our lives.  One specific area of prayer would be for our 
spiritual development.  Wayne Grudem says, “The thought that Jesus is continually praying  
for us should give us great encouragement” (Systematic Theology, p. 628).  This intercessory 
ministry shows, as William R. Newell said, Christ’s “eternal commitment to our cause” 
(Romans, p. 339). 
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Preventative #4 - God has given us the sin remedy of confession for forgiveness.  I John 1:9 
 
God knows that “in us lieth no good thing” and He also knows that sometimes we will do  
the “no good” thing.  He has made a gracious provision for us that will enable us to maintain 
fellowship with Him in spite of this reality.  The word confess literally means to say the same 
thing about our sin and self that God says.  When we sin, we can have total, instant forgiveness  
if we honestly face it and confess it.   
 
Preventative #5 - God has given us His Church. 
 
It is impossible to live independently of God’s Church and have spiritual victory.  Those who 
think they can have spiritual victory without Church are living life in a delusion.  This is 
precisely why the writer of Hebrews said do not forsake yourself from assembling together 
(Hebrews 10:25).  Apparently, some were doing just that in N.T. times and God knows spiritual 
victory is not possible outside of the context of the Church.  I am totally convinced if the Church 
of God offers a careful teaching of the Word of God and sound doctrine, people who regularly go 
will experience spiritual victory.   
 
QUESTION #9 – What may we expect to observe when there is real spiritual victory? 
 
Another way to ask this question is what are some evidences we may look for when the 
sanctifying process is truly under way in our life and in the life of others? 
 
Observable Evidence #1 - We may expect we will see willing submission.  I Peter 2:13-21 
 
When God’s Spirit is in control, there will be a quiet, willing submissive attitude toward 
everything in God’s world.  First and foremost there will be a willing submission to Jesus Christ.  
G. Campbell Morgan said, “submission to Christ means that there must be no choice made 
anywhere or any when save after consultation with Him.”…  He went on to say, “If I am to live 
the victorious life, it is perfectly patent that I must submit” (The Westminster Pulpit, Vol. 3,  
p. 84).  A submissive spirit is a victorious spirituality.  Whether it is in the context of husbands, 
wives, children, employers, employees or church-related matters, there will be a proper 
submissive mindset, not a proud dominant mindset, in one having spiritual victory.  You do not 
have to force one being led by God to have a submissive spirit.  The one who must be forced to 
submit is the one who is led by self. 
 
Observable Evidence #2 - We may expect to see a maturity development.  Hebrews 5:14-6:1 
 
One being led of God will be one moving toward maturity and moving to a depth level of a meat 
eater of God’s Word.  The difference between a milk level believer and a meat level believer is 
skill and training to understand and apply God’s Word (Hebrews 5:14).  Discernment and skill 
with God’s Word is the key determining factor.  When a believer is having spiritual victory, 
spiritual senses become sharp as they relate to God’s written Word. 


