
James 4:13-16 

Deo Volente 

 

Come now …  

 

I. Our “Tomorrows” 

 A. Ignorant Boasting 

 B. Certain Uncertainty 

 

II. Our “Misty” Life 

 A. Melancholy Thought 

 B. Utmost Concern 

 C. Redeemed & Redeeming 

 

III. The Will of God 

 A. The Joy of Trust 

 B. The Life of Faith 

 

… what is your life? 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. Why is it bad to boast about what we will do in the days to 

come? 

2. Do any of us know what tomorrow will bring? 

3. Do God’s children in Jesus ever have to worry about what 

tomorrow will bring?  

4. Even the longest life goes fast! What is far more important 

than the time we have here on earth? 

5. How does our faith in the Lord bring joy for every day of life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deo Volente 

Qualifying statements about our future plans by saying “the 

Lord willing” is intended to give God due glory for His 

sovereignty over each moment of our lives. On the other hand if 

we simply tack the phrase on as a sort of good luck mantra we 

effectively take the Lord’s name in vain. Genuine Christians may 

or may not employ the actual phrase “the Lord willing,” but if 

they are sensitive souls (as they should be) they will live by the 

sentiment behind it. Believers make plans like anyone else, not 

with a boastful sort of arrogance, but instead with a humble sort 

of dependence. Arrogant boastfulness is both a delusion of self 

and a denial of the sovereignty of God. Humble dependence 

reflects a grip on reality and an acknowledgment that God 

holds all things in His sovereign hand and that every providence 

is directed by His good and perfect will. We do not know what 

tomorrow will bring and no man knows the hour of his end. The 

state of those who reject God is sad now and grim for eternity. 

But for those who have eternal life in Christ Jesus each day of 

faith is attended by a deep and abiding joy that every minute 

of their new life is in the Fathers loving hand – and even better 

yet they can rest assured that when this life, that quickly passes 

away, comes to an end there is an eternity of unimaginable 

bliss in store for them!  

 

 Lord forgive us when we get consumed  

  by the things of this world, 

 That fight for our love, and our passion, 

 As our eyes are open wide and on you. 

 Grant us the privilege of your world view, 

 And may your kingdom be,  

  what wakes us up, and lays us down. 

 

      - Kevin Michael McKeehan 
 


