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Colossians 1:3–8  

3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  

4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints;  

5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word 

of the truth of the gospel,  

6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also 

among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;  

7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ 

on your behalf,  

8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.  

 

Faith, Love, and Hope 

Colossians 1:3-8 
 
INTRO: 
 
 I learned a little chorus a long time ago which sums up Paul’s message to us in this verse.  

“Born Again, there’s really been a change in me 

Born Again just like Jesus said. 

Born Again all because of Calvary 

I’m so Glad, I’ve been Born Again.” 

   I. Faith in Christ (v. 3-4a) 
  II. Love for all the Saints (v. 4b) 
III. Hope Laid up in Heaven (v. 5-8) 
 
I. Faith in Christ (v. 3-4a) 
 

A. Typically Paul began his letters with a statement of thanksgiving to God for the people 

who received the letter. The first paragraph of this letter expresses the Apostle’s thanks for 

the Colossian believers’ salvation from sin. 

“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 

for you,”    (Colossians 1:3–4a) 

Paul’s thanksgiving was for their salvation, but he expressed it by referring to three virtues 

demonstrating the work of God’s grace in them. 
 
B. The first of these traits is their “faith in Christ Jesus.”  We cannot study the Apostle 
to the Gentiles very long without recognizing the significance of “faith” to Paul. The 
Colossians’ faith was important to Paul for at least three reasons. 
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1. Faith was important because faith in Christ is the way we are saved.   
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”    (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 

2. Their faith was important because faith is how they were to live. 
“So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we 
are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, 
yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the 
Lord.”    (2 Corinthians 5:6-8) 
 

3. Their faith meant so much to Paul because faith carries us home.  
“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a homeland.”    (Hebrews 11:13-14) 
 
II. Love for all the Saints (v. 4b) 
 

A. Martin Luther in stating the Biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone wrote that we 
are saved by faith alone, but not faith that is alone. Saving faith always is accompanied by a 
change in the life. The Colossians faith was not alone. Their faith was accompanied by a 
second important quality.     

“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 
for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the 
saints.”    (Colossians 1:3-4) 
 

B. When we come to faith in Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God comes to live in us and He begins 
the process of transforming us from the inside out. Our change shows through our love for 
our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 
1. 1 John is all about this reality.  In 1 John 3:14-16, the Apostle makes a startling 
statement.  

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. 
He who does not love his brother abides in death. Whoever hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By this 
we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.”  

We know that we belong to the Lord Jesus because we love our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. The measure of that love is our willingness to lay down our lives for our brothers 
because our Savior laid down His life for us. 

 
2. Love is so important to John that he repeats it again in chapter 4.  In verses 7 and 8 
he says, 
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“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God 
is love.”  

A little later in the same chapter he says,  
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen 
God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been 
perfected in us.”    (vs.11-12) 
 
How is our love quotient? Does our love demonstrate our faith in Christ is real? 
 
III. Hope Laid Up In Heaven (v. 5-8) 
 

A. Paul thanked God continually for the Colossians because of their faith and love. He also 
thanked God “because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which 
you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel.”  What is this hope that 
Paul is talking about? 

 
B. The word hope means, “a confident expectation” or “a solid assurance.” Peter wrote to 
suffering believers in 1 Peter 1:3-5. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power 
of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  
 
If Paul were to write to Calvary Baptist Church, not the building or the organization, but to us 
who are the church, could he thank God for our evident faith, our committed love for each 
other because of our love for Him, and for our unshakable hope “in the glorious appearing 
of our God and Savior Jesus Christ?”    (Titus 3:13). 


