
Connected In Christ 
Ephesians 2:17-22 

 

Today we begin a six week emphasis called Connected.  A few weeks ago we sort of debunked the whole 

promise of connection that technology offers.  Technology may assist accessibility to an insane degree, but what 

I want to consider is how faith in Jesus Christ opens the door wide to real and meaningful relationship 

connections.   

 

What many people don’t realize is that following Christ gives us access to both vertical and horizontal 

connections.  That is connection with God and connection with God’s family.  But we as God’s family have to 

value both in order for the members of the local church to experience both. 

 

Perhaps you grew up a part of, or have visited, the public services of a church where there was a lot of 

reverence for God but not a lot of love and relationship among the members.  I can respect and appreciate a 

church having a high regard for reverencing God’s presence.  But God would not have us ignore one another.  

In God bringing us to Himself, He at the same time adopted us into a family that is to be characterized by love 

and joy in relationship with one another.   

 

One of the New Testament books or letters that focuses us on this dimension of Christian experience is the 

Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesian church.   

 

This is a 6 chapter book of the bible, which reminds Christians of all the blessings and spiritual riches that we 

come into when we come to faith in Christ.   

 

Turn in your bibles to Ephesians 2.  We’re going to read a passage of scripture where the Apostle Paul is 

teaching some new believers about how God, through their faith in Christ, has connected them to both Himself 

and to His family with all its privileges and blessings. 

 

Throughout Chapter 2 he reminds us of our former condition and status apart from Christ, compared with our 

present condition and status in Christ. 

 

Then-Now 

Before we were dead in our trespasses and sins; now we are made alive together with Christ. 

Before we lived according the course of this world, in the lusts of our flesh; now we are created in Christ for 

good works. 

 

And it doesn’t stop there.  There is more. 

 

Before we were without hope and without God in the world; now we are of God’s household. 

Before we were separated from Christ, excluded, strangers to the covenants and promises; now we are fellow 

citizens. 

 

We, who are in Christ, shared a common condition in our past.  We have found and share a common 

solution.  We now share a common destiny.  We share a common mission.  We share in a common 

inheritance.  We are in this together.   

 

Eph 2:12-22 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in 

Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.… 17And he came 

and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both 

have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 



prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by the Spirit. 

 

Memberships and their benefits: 

How many of you carry some kind of membership card to something in your wallet or purse?  Sam’s Club, 

LegalShield, Library, etcetera? 

 

Some memberships are free, but they give you access to goods, services, etc.  And you join because of the 

benefits of joining, right?  

 

This text reminds us a bit of how special it is to belong in the body of Christ, the church, particularly the 

relationship benefits. 

 

Connection Point 1: The Vertical Connection - In Christ All Believers are Connected to the Father 

 

18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

 

The bible teaches that man is born separated from God because of our sin nature.  But Christ came to reconcile 

us to God.  That is Jesus Christ came and preached peace to those who were near (the jews) and through his 

apostles he preached peace to those who were far away (the gentiles).   

 

There is one mediator the bible says between God and Man, Jesus Christ.   

 

Colossians 1:21-22 Paul speaks in clear terms and says, “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile 

in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to 

present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach.” 

 

Isaiah the prophet says “your sins have separated you from your God, your iniquities have hidden his face from 

you that he will not hear.”  But Paul says that Christ becomes that bridge and connects us together with the 

Father. 

 

“Access in One spirit to the Father.”  Access!  In our world certain people because of the cast they belong to, or 

the race they belong to, or the economic class they belong to do not have access to the same things. 

 

But in Christ we all have access to the Father.  We are connected in the most important relationship that we 

could ever hope for.  ACCESS.  If you’re in Christ, you have it as much as I do. 

 

Connection Point 2: The Horizontal Connection: In Christ All Believers are Fellow Citizens  

 

v. 19 “but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”   

 

Now it’s easy to understand the value of the vertical connection.  Let’s face it, God is the greatest relationship 

connection a person could ever have.  But it is real, real, easy and very common for us to underestimate the 

value of being horizontally connected. 

 

Why does Paul emphasize this?  Well, first of all, the body of Christ brings together on level ground people who 

normally don’t connect with each other.  Jews and Gentiles, for example.  Whites and blacks.  Rich and poor.  

Young and old.   

 

My story: When I was in elementary school I belonged to a threesome of boys that liked to call themselves the 

three musketeers. 



 

I would ride my bike to Jon’s house.  Then he and I would ride to Andy’s house and then the three of us would 

ride to school together.  We played football in Little League together.  We had sleepovers.   

 

We were a posse.  At school we thought we were something else, and it did us all three a lot of good.  Then we 

went to middle school.  And middle school wrecked our connection.  We hardly crossed paths anymore.  Then 

Jon moved away.  Andy made new friends, and I had a rough time. 

 

Multiple elementary schools joining together and I was caught off guard and outside the relationship networks. 

Meanwhile, at church on Sundays God was inviting me to repent of my sin.  He was inviting me into connection 

with Him.  But I thought what I really needed was to find connection with the right people at school. 

 

What I didn’t know is that He had something wonderful for me waiting.  He was not only ready to connect me 

to Himself, but to a whole new family. 

 

After three years of junior high, a girlfriend or two that didn’t go anywhere, I did the whole thing without ever 

getting pulled into a network of guys to have fun with. 

 

I just wasn’t that good at making friends.   

 

Then God showed me something He had for me.  He gave me a taste of the body of Christ.  My idea of church 

was something you attended or participated in, but I didn’t realize that God had a much needed second family 

for me. 

 

Now here’s something important for all of us to know and understand.  God gave me access to relationship 

connections in the body of Christ.  But they were not going to happen unless I leaned in towards them. 

 

At the age of 14 I started participating in our local church differently than I had before.  I started going to the 

youth group events and met people.  At school you had to be invited to parties, but in the church there were 

events and gatherings to go to that everybody was invited to. 

 

The church created on-ramps for relationships to start.  But you had to take the ramps.   

 

That’s why we have the Hubs for adults, Promiseland, Student ACE, and CrossRoads.  These are on-ramps to 

learn about Christ, serve God, and love one another.   

 

Finally, there is one last connection point to emphasize here.  And this one brings us to the Good News of the 

gospel.   

 

Connection Point 3: The Spiritual Connection - In Christ All Fees and Dues are Paid in Full for Life 

 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.… 

 

What makes the relational connection possible with our Heavenly Father and our brothers and sisters in Christ 

is the spiritual connection with Jesus.   

 

The bible says that apart from the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins.  Christ’s death on the cross, 

our repentance and faith establish the spiritual connection. 

 

A few verses earlier, Ephesians 2:8-9 talk about our faith in Christ, which God grants us as a gift. And then 

Christ’s blood, which was shed because of His love for us, brings us into this new reality called the household 

of God.  And we are connected in Christ. 



 

The connections were costly, but not for us.  Jesus paid our connection fees, our membership dues, our adoption 

costs, etc. for life with His blood.   

 

Some of you are paying more for your cell phone data plans than you are for your connection with God and 

with the body of Christ.   

 

Meaningful, life enriching, soul cleansing, 24/7 connections in Christ as a gift.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

For those of you who are in Christ:  What are you going to do with the horizontal connection God has given 

you?   Are you going to lean in and develop life giving relationships? 

 

Are you going to help others find their way into Christ and into deeper connection in the family?   

 

Are you going to talk to God about whatever is on your heart and mind?   

 

 One of the saddest things I see is people shrugging off their access to God and the spiritual household they are 

a part of, forgetting that it was paid for by the blood of Christ. 

 

What would be a next step for you?  Church membership, a life-group, a serving connection, a purposeful one-

on-one connection? 

 

Starting or restarting a daily time with God? 

 

For those of you are not yet connected in Christ:  You’ve heard the Good News this morning.  Through the 

blood shed for you on the cross by Jesus Christ you can:  

 

Be made alive in Christ 

Be recreated for good works which God has prepared for you 

Be brought near to God 

Have access to the Father 

Become part of the Body of Christ 

Become recipients of God’s promises and blessings 

And so on and so on… 

 

Do you believe you’re a sinner in need of forgiveness?  Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God, sent from 

heaven and has paid the penalty for your sin to purchase a new life for you?  It’s time to repent from your life 

apart from God to a life in connection with God and His family.  Connected in Christ.  Let’s pray. 

 


