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[091017-1] Luke Series, 9, vss 51-62, Samaritan Village Rejects Christ, and Three 
Disciple-Considerations – Craig Thurman 
 
Correction from the last lesson at the text of Mk.9.43-48. 
Mr 9:43  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 
44  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 

Is the Lord threatening His elect with eternal punishment?  Such a threat would contradict the 
eternal love of God for His elect.  The fact is, it is understood that there is and can continue to 
be unbelievers in the midst of the disciples.   
 

Preceding our text in Luke we must account for the following history of John’s 
gospel, 7.1-9. 
 

Joh 7:1  After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in 
Jewry (as we shall see, meaning Judaea, v.3), because the Jews sought to kill 
him. 

 
Especially so since the healing of the impotent man in Jerusalem, on 
a feast day. 

 
Joh 5:16  And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and 
sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the 
sabbath day. 
17 ¶  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work. 
18  Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he 
not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was 
his Father, making himself equal with God. 
 

Because Christ healed on Sabbath days, the disciples ate with 
unwashed hands and winnowed grain on the Sabbath; His doctrine 
offended them.  After these things … follows his doctrine which said 
the Father drew those which ever come to the Son, that He is the 
Bread of life which came down from heaven, which if a man eat he 
will live forever, and that he that eats of his flesh and drinks of His 
blood dwells in Him and He in him.  Christ continued walking in 
Galelee though at His doctrine many Galilean disciples forsook Him.  
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(He is preparing for his final months of ministry to Israel which will 
focus on the region of Judaea.) 
  

2  Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at hand. 
3  His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, 
that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 
4  For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh 
to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 
 

shew, fane<rwson, 2ps. aor. imper. of fanero<w; KJV, 

appear, shew, manifest, manifestly declare. 
 

As if they say, you’ve focused on the vulnerable and ignorant Jewish 
people.  Go up to Judaea, and Jerusalem where the learned and 
doctors are and prove the validity of your claims there among them. 

 
5  For neither did his brethren believe in him. 
 

Brethren in this instance is not with reference to the His brothers 
through Mary & Joseph, or later Mary and Alphaeus because these 
brethren believed in Him.  These Jesus called to be of the twelve 
apostles. (cf. Luke notes at 6.13, p.221, 222) 
  

James, called ‘the less.’  Really son of Mary and Joseph.  
Legally, son of Alphaeus. 
 
Judas, also called Labbaeus and Thaddaeus.  Really son of Mary 
and Joseph.  Legally, son of Alphaeus. 
 
Matthew, also called Levi, really son of Alphaeus, and legally 
related to Christ by his father’s marriage to Mary. 
 

Rather brethren here must mean other relatives, more distant than 
immediate family. 
 

6  Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is 
alway ready. 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

3 
 

 
is come,pa<restin, 3ps. pres. ind. of pa<reimi, para< by, near, 

with, from +  ei]mi< to be; to be near. 

 
ready, e!toimoj, KJV, tss. as an adj, ready (15), readiness (1), 

prepared (1). 
 

Certainly these unbelieving relations had no idea what the will of God 
was for Christ. 
 

7  The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth,  
 

Further proof that the brethren which confronted Jesus were not 
those of His own disciples or of His immediate family.   
 

Jn.15.18 ¶  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. 
19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

 
                             peri< 

because I testify     of    it, that the works thereof are evil. 
                           concerning (A. W. Pink, not against) 
 
8  Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up     yet unto this feast; for my time is  
                                                          also, [as] 
 
not        yet  full come. 
       [as]         fulfilled 
 

is … full come, peplh<rwtai, 3ps. perf. ind. pass. of plhro<w, 

to be fulfilled; peplh<rwtai, is found four times in the N.T., 

three of which are tss. is fulfilled. 
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                                                       e@meinen 3ps. aor. ind. 

9  When he had said these words unto them, he abode [still] in Galilee. 
remained, continued, 
tarried, dwelt, endured, 
stood 

 
10  But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the 
feast, not openly, but as [it were] in secret. 

                                                                             hidden (inwardly contrasted to openly) 
 

secret, krupt&?, dat. sing. neut. of krupto<j; KJV, hid, hidden, 

inwardly, secret; the dative, sing, neut. is found 10 times in the 
N.T. 

 
                                                               ἡμέρας 
51 ¶  And it came to pass, when the time was come  
                                                                  days      were to be fulfilled 
 

was come, συμπληροῦσθαι, pres. infin. pass. of sumplhro<w, su<n 

together, fellow, with  +  plhro<w to fulfil; sumplhro<w (3), Lk.8.23, 

were filled; 9.51, was come; Acts 2.1, was fully come.  
 

Refer to Jo.7.8 above.  His Galilean ministry complete (not that Christ will 
not return, but His main focus is Judaea, and Jerusalem. 
  

that he should be received up, he     stedfastly set     his face to go to Jerusalem, 
                                                          fixed or strengthened 
 

that … should be received up, ἀναλήψεως, gen. sing. of a]na<lhyij, 

a]na< re-, again, above +  lamba<nw, to receive or take. 

 
stedfastly set, ἐστήριξεν, 3ps. aor. ind. act. of sthri<zw, KJV, to  

 
fix (Lk.16.26, there is a great gulf fixed);  
 
strengthen (Lk.22.32, when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren);  
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establish (Ro.1.11, to the end ye may be established);  
 
stablish (2Th.3.3, But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish 
you, and keep you from evil). 

 
… though He knew what things there were which awaited Him there he 
came anyway;  
 

Mr 10:32  And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus 
went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they 
were afraid.  
 

The reality of suffering overtook them though their Lord had 
just answered their question of Him concerning their having 
forsaken all.  To which He answered, There is no man that hath 
left house, or brethre,, or sister , or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,  But he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, 
and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. (Mk.10.29, 
30) 
 

And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things 
should happen unto him, 
33  Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they 
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 
34  And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit 
upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. 

 
This is the reality of what is before me, Jesus tells them.  But He would not 
for these things set aside the will of His Father. 
 

Isa 50:6  I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. 
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7  For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: 
therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. 
 

He went forward because of the joy that went beyond the present distress. 
 

He.12.2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
1Pe.1.11 seems to refer to this same joy as the glory which 
should follow His sufferings.  And by Jn.15.11; 17.13 this joy is 
that we would come to abide in the love of the Father as our 
Lord did. 
 

51 Ἐγένετο δὲ ἐν τῷ συμπληροῦσθαι τὰς ἡμέρας τῆς ἀναλήψεως αὐτοῦ καὶ 
αὐτὸς τὸ πρόσωπον αὐτοῦ, ἐστήριξεν τοῦ πορεύεσθαι εἰς Ἰερουσαλήμ 
 

52  And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a 
village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 
 

How Christ kept Himself unentangled with the affairs of this life, and so 
should we.  And by this He ministered most effectively, and so can we. 
 

2Ti 2: 4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of 
this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 
52 καὶ ἀπέστειλεν ἀγγέλους πρὸ προσώπου αὐτοῦ καὶ πορευθέντες 
εἰσῆλθον εἰς κώμην Σαμαρειτῶν, ὡστε ἑτοιμάσαι αὐτῷ 
 

53  And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to 
Jerusalem. 
 

This must have been a village, and an area that Jesus had not visited before.  
Remember, earlier that He visited the city of Samaria named Shechem 
where He met the woman at Jacob’s well.  Then, many of the city had 
believed on Him. (cf. Jn.4.39-41)  This village is unfamiliar and disinterested 
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with Him.  The Samaritans had their own temple and there was a great 
stigma between them and the Jews, which the woman at the well confesses 
herself. 
 

Joh 4:9  Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that 
thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of 
Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

 
53 καὶ οὐκ ἐδέξαντο αὐτόν ὅτι τὸ πρόσωπον αὐτοῦ ἦν πορευόμενον εἰς 
Ἰερουσαλήμ 
 

54  And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou 
that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as 
Elias did? 
 

So, in turn the disciples are offended because they knew that the Lord Jesus 
should have received honored from them for who He is and what He has 
done, and could do among them.   
 
James and John, the sons of Boanerges, noted in Scripture for being the 
sons of Thunder. (Mk.3.17) Whether it means that their father was noted 
for being of a thunderous nature or that he was noted for having born two 
sons that were so, who can say.  They were rash with their remarks on 
another occasion as well. (cf. Mk.10.35, 41) 
 
The following thought comes from a Protestant and it is true, though it had 
been better if the Reformers had practiced what they spake. 
  

‘No saying of our Lord’s perhaps, has been so totally overlooked by 
the Church of Christ as that which is now before us.  Nothing can be 
imagined more contrary to the will of Christ than the religious wars 
and persecutions which disgrace the annals of Church history.  
Thousands and tens of thousands have been put to death for their 
religion’s sake all over the world.  Thousands have been burned, or 
shot, or hanged, or drowned, or beheaded, in the name of the 
Gospel, and those who have slain them have actually believed that 
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they were doing God service!  Unhappily, they have only shown their 
own ignorance of the spirit of the Gospel, and the mind of Christ. 
 

John, and the disciples, had just forbad from a man from doing a great work 
in Jesus’ name because he followed not us.  (cf. Lk.9.49) 

 
‘Let it be a settled principle in our minds, that whatever men’s errors 
may be in religion, we must never persecute them.’  Expository 
Thought, Luke, p.335, J. C. Ryle (1816-1900) 
 

But this constituted a part of the disciples’ learning processes.  They were 
instructed in these things because they were disciples.  Had they not been 
disciples they would have remained in error.  True disciples of Christ, when 
they err, can receive the correction of the word of God.  And so we read … 
  
54 ἰδόντες δὲ οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ Ἰάκωβος καὶ Ἰωάννης εἶπον, Κύριε θέλεις 
εἴπωμεν πῦρ καταβῆναι ἀπὸ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ καὶ ἀναλῶσαι αὐτούς ὡς καὶ 
Ἠλίας ἐποίησεν 

                                                                                                                          οἵου 
55  But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not   what manner of 
spirit ye are of. 
 

what manner of, οἵου, hoiou, gen. sing. neut. of o!ioj; KJV, such as, 

what manner of, which, what. 
 

Make a good note of this:  it was James and John that manifested this spirit, 
not a false religion, not the world, but two of the disciples of Christ.  And 
they deserved a sharp rebuke from the Lord Jesus for this and they received 
it.   

 
55 στραφεὶς δὲ ἐπετίμησεν αὐτοῖς καὶ εἶπεν, Οὐκ οἰδατε οἵου πνεύματός 
ἐστε ὑμεῖς 
 

56  For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.  
 

This was the purpose for Christ’s first coming.  To give His life a ransom for 
many, to save lives, not destroy them.   
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Joh 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

 
Not only to save their souls, but that the remaining time of their lives might 
be saved by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God. 
  

Ro.8.12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
after the flesh. 
13  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
 
1Pe.4.6  For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that 
are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit. 
 

And they went to another village. 
 

One village missed an opportunity, but another gained one. What might be 
denied in one place might be the opportunity in another. 
  
56 ὁ γὰρ ὑιὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου οὐκ ἦλθεν ψυχὰς ἀνθρώπων ἀπολέσαι, αλλα 
σῶσαι καὶ ἐπορεύθησαν εἰς ἑτέραν κώμην 
 

In the episode which follows there are three considerations for service. 
 

1.  A disciple will be willing to pay the price. 
2.  A disciple will not halt at the serve of Christ for any reason. 
3.  A disciple will not look back. 
 

We do not know who these three men are, and we do not know what effect that 
the instruction had upon any of them. 

  
57 ¶  And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto 
him,                                                                                       Mt 8:19  And a certain scribe came … 
 
Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 



The Gospel According to Luke Series 

10 
 

 
This scribe assumes to follow the Lord Jesus, therefore, humanly speaking, 
it is assumed in return that he hadn’t given sufficient thought to the 
commitment he was making. 

 
57 Ἐγένετο δὲ πορευομένων αὐτῶν ἐν τῇ ὁδῷ εἶπέν τις πρὸς αὐτόν 
Ἀκολουθήσω σοι ὅπου ἂν ἀπέρχῃ Κύριε 
 

58  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 
 

1.  A disciple will be willing to pay the price.  (He is a sojourner.) 
 
True Christian service knows that there is a cost to service.  There are 
hardships to be suffered, sacrifices to be made.  Every disciple will suffer 
hardship because of their relationship to Christ.  Since Christ experienced 
them, His disciples shall too. Christ set aside the manifestation of His glory 
during his earthly ministry, and as a result hadn’t even a suitable place 
where He could lay His head.   
 

1Co.1.26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

 
Christ put the reality of discipleship before this man. 
 

‘He would have no man enlisted on false pretences.  He would have it 
distinctly understood that there is a battle to be fought, and a race to 
be run, –a work to be done, and many hard things to be endured, –if 
we propose to follow Him. … Grace by the way, and glory in the end, 
shall be given to every sinner who comes to Him.  But He would not 
have us ignorant that we shall have deadly enemies, –the world, the 
flesh, and the devil; and that many will hate us, slander us, and 
persecute us, if we become His disciples.  He does not wish to 
discourage us, but He does wish us to know the truth.’ Expository 
Thought, Luke, p.339, J. C. Ryle 
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Are we willing to follow Christ in light of the truth of following after Christ?  
It is through this that we come into fellowship with Christ. 
 

‘The more faithful we are to Christ the more we may have to suffer 
from the world, but we can go through this in fellowship with our 
rejected Lord, and find a joy in sharing His rejection that the soul can 
never find in the enjoyment of the world’s favor.’ Addresses on Luke, 
p.326, H. A. Ironside 

 
That disciple who knows more of Christ as He is will be willing to give up 
everything for the glory of knowing Him more. 
 

Phl.3.8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ, 
9 ¶  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: 
10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 
11  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
 

Paul saw Christ in His second coming, and lived a life of forsakenness that 
He might gain the glory of that which was to be manifested then. 
  
58 καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὁ Ἰησοῦς Αἱ ἀλώπεκες φωλεοὺς ἔχουσιν καὶ τὰ πετεινὰ 
τοῦ οὐρανοῦ κατασκηνώσεις ὁ δὲ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου οὐκ ἔχει ποῦ τὴν 
κεφαλὴν κλίνῃ 
 

59  And he said unto another,                           follow me.  
Mt.8.21                                                     of his disciples 
 

But                he      said, Lord, suffer me first      to  go      and bury my father. 
                                                                                        depart 
 

to go, ἀπελθόντι, dat. sing. masc. part. aor. of a]pe<rxomai; 
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bury, θάψαι, thapsai, aor. infin. act. of qa<ptw, thaptO, to bury;  

  
59 Εἶπεν δὲ πρὸς ἕτερον Ἀκολούθει μοι ὁ δὲ εἶπεν Κύριε ἐπίτρεψόν μοι 
ἀπελθόντι πρῶτον θάψαι τὸν πατέρα μου 
 
                             a@φες   τοὺς νεκροὺς          θάψαι    τοὺς ἑαυτῶν νεκρούς 

60  Jesus said unto him,  Let        the dead                 bury              their dead:  
                                            leave …                  alone     to bury 
 

let, a@φες, aphes, 2ps. aor. imper. of a]fi<hmi, aphiEmi, a]po< from, of, 

out of, since, forth +  i!hmi to send; KJV, suffer, leave, let … have, 

forgive, let … alone. 
 
the dead bury their dead means that this is what the world occupies 
itself with, the course that the world will take until their dead are put 
away. 
 

but   go thou                                       and preach the kingdom of God. 
          while going                                           preach thee the kingdom of God. 
         (nom. sing. masc. part. aor.)          (imperative) 
 

go, ἀπελθὼν, apelthOn, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of a]pe<rxomai, 

aperchomai, apo forth, of off, out of +  erchomai to come or go. 
 
preach, διάγγελλε, diagelle, 2ps. pres. imper. act. 
 

According to the gospel of Matthew this man was one of His own disciples.  
It appears that Christ was calling this one from his present commitment 
into a greater one; a calling to preach the gospel of Christ.   
 

2Ti 2:4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of 
this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 
The response of this disciple is similar to the next in that both men inject 
‘but’, which in effect says ‘no,’ having something which takes precedence 
over the call of Christ.  Christ’s call is to them a secondary consideration. In 
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this case the disciple hopes for a temporary stay in Christ’s calling to further 
service until after his father had died.  In other words, Jesus, my Lord and 
my Savior, you wait until I am ready.   
 

The disciple’s response is as if to say, ‘“Lord, I will; but” – ‘There is a 
difficulty in the way just now; but that once removed, I am Thine.’ 
J-F-B Bible Commentary, vol.3, p.53 

 
In other words, I am not thine until this is done.  Call the man what you will, 
but this is not a disciple of Christ by the Biblical standard. 
 
2.  A disciple will not halt for any reason at the calling of Christ to serve. 
  
The Lord wasn’t calling a man to be calloused and unnatural about the 
things of life.  Rather, He was insisting on instant devotion and a readiness 
to serve, rather than putting off service until some more convenient day. 
 
Christ’s calling to discipleship is not at our pleasure, but His.  Whatever it is 
that we will not forgo to follow Christ will always be an hindrance to us.  
Are we serving Christ but being called upon to enter into more of His 
service?  Will we follow on?  Doesn’t the strength of discipleship increase 
with growth?  In the brief time that the twelve were with Christ their lives 
were radically changed and their service increased (in months time).  And it 
will be no different for us.  This is the time, whether we have days, months, 
or years of service, for faith, service, conflict, battles, and victories. That will 
necessarily include times of unbelief, failure, and losses.  What disciple is 
there whose experience is not in all of these?  More than anything else, 
there must be a readiness, a willingness to follow Christ day by day. 
  
60 εἶπεν δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ Ἰησοῦς, Ἄφες τοὺς νεκροὺς θάψαι τοὺς ἑαυτῶν 
νεκρούς σὺ δὲ ἀπελθὼν διάγγελλε τὴν βασιλείαν τοῦ θεοῦ 
 

61  And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them 
farewell, which are at home at my house. 

 
bid … farewell, ἀποτάξασθαι, apotaxasthai, aor. infin. of a]pota<ssomai, 

a]po<  +  ta<ssomai, to set, ordain, determine, addict, appoint; 
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a]pota<ssomai, KJV, to send away, to bid farewell, to forsake, to take 

leave. 
 

1Ki.19.15  And the LORD said unto him (Elijah), Go, return on thy way 
to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael 
to be king over Syria: 
16  And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over 
Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. 
… 
19 ¶  So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with 
the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 
20  And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray 
thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And 
he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee? 
21  And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew 
them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and 
gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after 
Elijah, and ministered unto him. 
 

Here Elishah shows a joy at the calling of God through Elijah.  
He offered no excuse and showed no procrastination to come 
into service as a minister to Elijah.   

 
61 Εἶπεν δὲ καὶ ἕτερος Ἀκολουθήσω σοι κύριε πρῶτον δὲ ἐπίτρεψόν μοι 
ἀποτάξασθαι τοῖς εἰς τὸν οἶκόν μου 
 
                                                     ἐπιβαλὼν τὴν χεῖρα αὐτοῦ ἐπ᾽ ἄροτρον 

62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough,  
                                                                      casting his hand upon the plow 
 

the plough, ἄροτρον, noun of the instrument or tool called the 
plough. 

 
καὶ  βλέπων εἰς        τὰ          ὀπίσω 
and looking              back,                   is fit for the kingdom of God. 
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                      unto the things behind 
 

back, ὀπίσω, adv.; KJV, after, behind, back, backward. 
 
fit, εὔθετός, noun, eu] well +  ti<qhmi, to appoint, ordain, purpose, 

set, committed, settled; only in the N.T. three times, Lk.14.35 fit, and 
He.6.7, meet; perhaps ‘well suited.’ 
 

3.  A disciple will not look back. (The tenor of his life stretches forward into 
the things of Christ.) 
 
This man’s request seems harmless enough. But there is in this a root which 
troubles him and disqualifies him from discipleship.   As a ploughman 
cannot plow his fields by looking backwards so no disciple can follow Christ 
by looking back to the world. Remember Lot’s wife. 
 

Ge 19:26  But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became 
a pillar of salt. 
 

Looking back manifests a greater love for the things that we should be 
willing to forsake than for the Lord Himself.  He would have our whole 
heart, not only a part of it.  The Lord Jesus said that such a person is unfit, 
that is unsuited, for the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God has in it 
work to be done, and that work cannot meet with success in those who are 
ambivalent about whether to serve Christ or live for the world.   
 

Mt 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
 

Disciples should be unreservedly and fully committed to Christ.  
 
1.  A disciple will pay the price. 
2.  A disciple will not halt for any reason at the call of Christ to serve 
3.  A disciple will press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
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13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, 
14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

 
Since we, dear saints of God, are here today and members of this N.T. 
church evidently Christ has manifested, not only His salvation to our hearts, 
but also a call to discipleship.  Churches are for disciples.  If we have no 
desire to serve the Lord then, this is not the place for us.  We should be 
willing to do all and to give all in the service of Christ.   
 

Phl.3.5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: 
7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

 
1Jo 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness 
in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

 
Our Lord is coming again.   
  

Re 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be. 
 
1Jo 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at 
his coming. 

 
62 εἶπεν δὲ πρὸς αὐτὸν ὁ Ἰησοῦς Οὐδεὶς ἐπιβαλὼν τὴν χεῖρα αὐτοῦ ἐπ᾽ 
ἄροτρον καὶ βλέπων εἰς τὰ ὀπίσω εὔθετός ἐστιν εἰς τὴν βασιλείαν τοῦ θεοῦ 

 


