
Job - Part 2 
Job 1-2; Coast Community Church; Pastor Earl Miles; September 11, 2016 

       Job Commentary by Hywel R. Jones; Job Commentary by Steven Lawson 
 

Theodicy 
Theodicy is the defense of God in light of evil and suffering. 

 
Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? 
Then he is not omnipotent. 
Is he able, but not willing? 
Then he is malevolent. 
Is he both able and willing? 
Then whence cometh evil? 
Is he neither able nor willing? 
Then why call him God? – Epicurus 

 
Video: Why Bad Things Happen to Good People (A Jewish Response) 

 
How is the problem of evil and suffering handled in this video? 
How is the problem of evil and suffering handled in the book of Job? 
 
1. The Greatness of Job (Job 1:1-5) 
Job means ‘the persecuted one’ or ‘the repentant one’ or ‘an enemy’ (of the enemy of God or 
treated like an enemy by God). The land of Uz was outside of and east of the Promised Land 
(Edom?).  Blameless does not mean sinless but complete or ‘beyond reproach’ in his personal 
character and conduct. Upright means ‘straight’ or level and thus, not deviating from God’s holy 
standards. To fear God means to take God seriously and to be careful to live in a God-honoring 
manner. To turn away from evil is to resist worldly temptation. ‘Greatness’ refers to possessions, 
power (influence) and piety. Job’s children probably gathered on each son’s birthday. ‘Curse’ 
here normally means ‘to bless’ but also means ‘to greet’ or ‘to bid farewell’ and thus, can mean 
‘to take one’s leave of’ or ‘to renounce.’  
 
2. The First Heavenly Conversation (1:6-12) 
Some see this as happening in heaven (Lawson); some see this as happening outside of heaven’s 
throne room in some ‘royal court’ (Hywel?); some see it as a parabolic scene (Matthew Henry). 
The ‘sons of God’ refer to angels. ‘Satan’ means ‘the accuser or attacker or adversary’. ‘Satan’ is 
any kind of opponent and is used for an adversary in a lawsuit or trial. ‘Presenting oneself’ is a 
way of describing the appearance of a servant before a master. ‘Walking up and down’ can 
denote turbulence in water.  
 
3. The Loss of Children and Wealth (1:13-19) 
The Sabeans were nomads from Sheba, the southern part of Arabia and were descendants of 
Abraham and Keturah. The ‘fire of God’ is probably a reference to a lightning storm. The 
Chaldeans were a fierce, seminomadic group who eventually aided in the formation of the 



Babylonian Empire. The ‘great wind’ was probably a tornado. Nothing was left – only his wife 
and four servants. Why were these spared? He left them in order to use them against Job. Satan 
uses both natural disaster and human activity. This was Job’s ‘evil day’ (Ephesians 6:13).  
 
4. The Mourning and Worship of Job (1:20-22) 
These were outward expressions of his deep, inner sorrow, grief, and turmoil. ‘Worship’ means 
to prostrate oneself, especially before a superior and speaks of total self-humiliation, submission 
and adoration.  
 
5. The Second Heavenly Conversation (2:1-6) 
God is delighted at Job’s steadfastness. ‘Skin for skin’ was a bartering term that meant to trade 
one animal skin for another animal skin. Satan was accusing Job of sacrificing the skin of his 
children, animals and servants in order to preserve his own life. ‘Cursing God’ would represent 
Job’s refusal to submit to God’s sovereign rule.  
 
6. The Loss of Health (2:7-8) 
Job’s sickness may have been something akin to leprosy or elephantiasis. ‘Sores’ were inflamed 
ulcerous sores that produced itching, degenerative changes in facial skin, loss of appetite, 
depression, worms in the boils, hardened skin, running sores, difficulty in breathing, dark 
eyelids, foul breath, weight loss, continual pain, restlessness, blackened skin and fever. Scraping 
himself was a way of releasing infection from the boils or to stop the itching. Job went to the city 
garbage dump, where the trash was burned.  
 
7. The Counsel of Job’s Wife (2:9-10) 
Job’s wife counseled Job to curse God so God would discipline him with death (or to take his 
own life) and end his pain and suffering. ‘Sin’ is an archery terms that means to miss the mark.  
 
8. The Arrival of Job’s Three Friends (2:11-13) 
Teman was a city located in northern Edom. Teman was well-known for its wisdom. Job’s 
friends were kind, wise and good and in the end, they obey God’s rebuke and directive. Job’s 
friends mourned with him or over him, but it was they who consistently depicted God as 
punishing Job for his sin.  
 
Questions  
 
Do you feel the weight of the question of a good God and the presence of evil? 
How would you explain the presence of evil and suffering in this world? 
How do you respond well to evil and suffering in your own life? 
How do you respond poorly to evil and suffering in your life? 
How often do you think of Satan’s involvement in the evil and suffering in this world? 
Have you considered how often your own words and the words of others misrepresent what is 
really happening around you? 
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