
September 7, 2014 

A FISH STORY 
The purpose of this message is to let pl who have been away from church know 
how important they are to the church.  I’ll use story Evan Price catchin sturgeon 
Each point will be compared to someone who has been away from church. 

Pass out browns t-shirt 
ATTEN 

Have I got a fish story for you. STURGEON  
Dean’s pole, my boat, Maria, Fish finder,  Don’s Minnows,  

Fishermen tend to exaggerate a little 
 

A TRUE STORY 
- HOW LONG WAS THE STURGEON?  News paper said, ???  I say  
- This story has to do: Business owner, his slave, Imprisoned Chrn 
  Philemon 1:7-25 7 Your love has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts 
of the Lord’s people. 
-  
 

A LOVE STORY 
  8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to 
do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the 
basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now 
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son 
Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
 There’s no restoration without Love -  
- Onesimus was a runaway slave of Philemon, while Paul was in 
prison somehow he got to Onesimus, most likely he did it thru the 
love that he was now going to ask Philemon to give to Onesimus. 
-  
 BTC  
11  Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become 
useful both to you and to me. 12  I am sending him—who is my 
very heart—back to you. 13  I would have liked to keep him with 
me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in 
chains for the gospel. 14  But I did not want to do anything 
without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem 

forced but would be voluntary.  
 To restore a relationship it takes two willing parties  -  
- useless, unprofitable. Once Onesimus was unprofitable, now he 
was profitable 
- When we are separated from the church we are useless to God’s 
plan for the church 
-  
 BTC  
15  Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little 
while was that you might have him back forever— 16  no longer 
as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very 
dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man & as a 
brother in the Lord. 17  So if you consider me a partner, welcome 
him as you would welcome me.  
 Christianity creates family not hierarchy  -  
- When Onesimus ran away he was probably not a believer, but 
now he is and is a brother in Christ to Philemon 
-  
 BTC  
18  If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it 
to me. 19  I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it 
back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20  I do 
wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; 
refresh my heart in Christ.  
 Christians carry each other’s burdens  -  
- charge, to put on Paul’s account.   
-  
 BTC  
21  Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I ask. 22  And one thing more: Prepare a 
guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in 
answer to your prayers.  
 Love goes beyond minimum coverage  -  
- Like the auto ins commercial, as Chrns we don’t look to just do 
the minimum… Love compels us to go beyond 
-  
 BTC  



 
 

MARK’S STORY 
-  

NO MATTER HOW SMALL A ROLE EVERYONE PLAYED IN THE 
CATCH OF THE STURGEON, ALL WERE NECESSARY 

-  
  23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you 
greetings. 24  And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my 
fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit. 
-  

* You are profitable to Jesus Christ and His Church (Lifeline 
Church/LIFEhouse Church) 

-  
 
 

YOUR STORY 
Jesus doesn’t want you to be the one who got away 
 
  Isaiah 30:18a Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; therefore 
He will rise up to show you compassion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage/Props: Pass out Goldfish Crackers,  
 
* Donut holes – church with holes -  
* Glad you’re here 
* Cable guy who was called out, talked to him for 15 minutes, 
marine, served our country,  
* have to get over if we’ve been hurt 
* Needed, loved, important, 
 

 



SERMON NOTES 
September 7, 2014 

A FISH STORY 
 

A TRUE STORY 
 
  Philemon 1:7-25  7 Your love has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts 
of the Lord’s people. 
 

A LOVE STORY 
  8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to 
do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the 
basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now 
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son 
Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
 There’s no ___________________ without Love  
  
  11  Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become 
useful both to you and to me. 12  I am sending him—who is my 
very heart—back to you. 13  I would have liked to keep him with 
me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in 
chains for the gospel. 14  But I did not want to do anything 
without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem 
forced but would be voluntary.  
 To restore a relationship it takes two ____________ parties   
- useless, unprofitable.  
 
  15  Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little 
while was that you might have him back forever— 16  no longer 
as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very 
dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man & as a 
brother in the Lord. 17  So if you consider me a partner, welcome 
him as you would welcome me.  
 Christianity creates family not ______________   
         (over)  

SERMON NOTES 
September 7, 2014 

A FISH STORY 
 

A TRUE STORY 
 
  Philemon 1:7-25  7 Your love has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts 
of the Lord’s people. 
 

A LOVE STORY 
  8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to 
do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the 
basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now 
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son 
Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
 There’s no ___________________ without Love  
  
  11  Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become 
useful both to you and to me. 12  I am sending him—who is my 
very heart—back to you. 13  I would have liked to keep him with 
me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in 
chains for the gospel. 14  But I did not want to do anything 
without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem 
forced but would be voluntary.  
 To restore a relationship it takes two ____________ parties   
- useless, unprofitable.  
 
  15  Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little 
while was that you might have him back forever— 16  no longer 
as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very 
dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man & as a 
brother in the Lord. 17  So if you consider me a partner, welcome 
him as you would welcome me.  
 Christianity creates family not ______________   
         (over) 



 
 
  18  If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it 
to me. 19  I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it 
back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20  I do 
wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; 
refresh my heart in Christ.  
 Christians carry each other’s ____________ 
 
  21  Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I ask. 22  And one thing more: Prepare a 
guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer 
to your prayers.  
 Love goes beyond ______________ coverage   
 

MARK’S STORY 
  
  23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you 
greetings. 24  And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my 
fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit. 
  

* _______ are profitable to Jesus Christ and His Church  
 

YOUR STORY 
 
  Isaiah 30:18a Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; therefore 
He will rise up to show you compassion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All references taken from Today’s New International Version of the Bible unless noted. 
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