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I will always remember some of the early days of the start of our Fellowship as people 
come and people go. People came and went, I should say. One of the early questions that 
was so common for me to get was questions about when were the programs going to 
start. When was this group for this age bracket going to be available and all of that. We 
patiently waited for that expectation to subside, so that true biblical ministry could take 
place, and it's not that we're, you know, going to go out and target programs and do all 
that. I want you to understand something really important about the goal of biblical 
ministry. The goal of biblical ministry is not to generate programs to keep people busy. 
The goal of biblical ministry is to create people of Christian character that live their lives 
in a godly way. And with that thought in mind, I want you to turn to the book of Titus 
chapter 2 where you will see that very clearly.

It is not a mark of godliness, necessarily, to be busy with things in the church if it's not 
accompanied by a genuine Christian character that reflects the character of the One who 
saved us. It is not a mark of godliness simply to be running around five or six days a 
week trying to meet the latest scheduled appointment within the walls of the church. And 
if you think about it, you can see why that would have to be the case. You can see why 
that's necessarily true. You can go through, and all of us have done this at one time or 
another, you can go through the motions with a very sick and sinful heart, right? You can 
show up without having the reality of a Spirit changed character animating your life, 
animating your private thoughts. We need to understand what the goal of biblical 
ministry is. When you set the goal, when you understand what the goal is and the 
importance of Christian character at the heart of it, then the other things and the other 
activities can fit into their proper places as secondary aspects of church ministry. But if 
you bypass the necessity of sanctification of character, you have destroyed the whole 
purpose of biblical ministry, and we need to understand that carefully, because it has a 
defining impact on what a biblical church looks like.

Look at Titus chapter 2. We're going to read the first 10 verses, and this will be our 
passage for the next three or four weeks, probably, including today. But I want you to see 
this. Two weeks ago we looked at chapter 2 verse one where Paul told Titus, in a 
situation where a church needed to be developed, where there were not yet elders, even. 
Paul sets the agenda for Titus, and tells him what he wants the church to be, what he 
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wants the church to accomplish. He says, chapter 2 verse one, "But as for you, speak the 
things which are fitting for sound doctrine." Okay, he says Titus, "Here's your job. You 
go and speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine." Now watch. This is really 
important. Sometimes, the simplest observations are the most important ones that you can 
make about the biblical text. What does he immediately begin to talk about? What does 
he immediately say to do? What does he emphasize after telling Titus, "Titus, speak the 
things which are fitting for sound doctrine"? He goes into verse two. He says, "Okay, and 
here's what I want you to talk about." Verse 2. "Older men are to be temperate, dignified, 
sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance." Notice here, notice that little infinitive 
there at the beginning of the verse, to be. He's emphasizing their character. He said, 
"These are the things that are fitting for sound doctrine. This is what men are to be like." 
He doesn't go into what they are to do. He emphasizes their character, and, beloved, if we 
focus on biblical character in our own personal lives and in what we emphasize as the 
fruit of biblical ministry, people of right character will do the right things. But doing the 
right things won't necessarily produce the right character. And so, you have to have the 
sequence in mind to know where the emphasis is supposed to be.

Let's start with the passage again. Chapter two verse one. And I'll just read it straight 
through now after that little bit of introduction. 

1 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine. 2 
Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, 
in perseverance. 3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their 
behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what 
is good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love their 
husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, 
kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not 
be dishonored. 6 Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; 7 in all 
things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in 
doctrine, dignified, 8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that 
the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 9 
Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be 
well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good 
faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every 
respect. 

"Adorn the doctrine of our God in every respect." You see, the way that you live your life 
reflects on what we say that we believe. Every one of us has to understand that we're all 
covered by this passage in everything that Paul says here. He's hit on every age group 
that's there that there is for us to be concerned about. And so, we have to understand, and, 
beloved, we have to take seriously the fact that our lives reflect on the Gospel. The way 
that you talk reflects on the Gospel. The way that you live reflects on the Gospel. The 
priorities that you hold and live by reflect on the Gospel. Now understand something 
really important, that should matter to you. That should be crucial to you to reflect on, 
because we want the doctrine of God, we want the doctrine of the Gospel to look good. 
We want the doctrine of the Gospel, we want Christ to be glorified. We want Him to be 
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honored. We want to reflect His holy character with our lives, because we want others to 
praise Him. We want our life to be a testimony of praise to Him out of the immense 
gratitude that we have that He willingly suffered and laid His life down for the salvation 
of our souls. That is the most important thing to us, not that our life would go the way 
that we wanted. Not that we would get the things or have the relationships that we want, 
or get the opportunities that we want, even. The defining mark of the Christian heart is, "I 
want Christ to be honored and praised in every way possible." And part of the way that 
He's praised is by the way that you and I live and by the character that we bring to the 
task. 

True biblical ministry, beloved, produces biblical character over time. If you want to 
know what the objective of Truth Community is for your life, there you have it. It's plain 
and simple. The goal of this body of believers is that the ministry of the Word of God 
would produce biblical character in your life. If that interests you, you're going to want to 
be here. Let's put it this way. If someone is not interested in being sanctified in their 
character, they're not going to be long for our Fellowship. That's okay. People can pursue 
their life like they want. What we're doing here is we're trying to produce biblical 
character through the teaching of the Word of God. And what we're going to see here 
today is that Paul starts with the older men in the congregation. Notice in verse two that 
he focuses on older men, and that's where we're going to focus here this morning. He 
goes on in verses three and four to talk about the women in the congregation. And then he 
circles back around in verse six to talk about the young men in the congregation. That 
pretty well covers it. Older men, younger men, older women, younger women, we're all 
going to be impacted by what we hear over the next two or three weeks in the time that 
comes, and I'm looking forward to sharing these things with you. These things are so 
foundational that it's a blessing for us to be able to consider it. 

Now, let's think about older men. That's where our focus is going to be. You ladies can 
maybe sit back and relax a little bit today. Get your elbows out, poke your husband when 
you're ready, but understand that it's coming to you next week as well. So, you might 
want to be careful just how hard you poke. But Paul starts with older men, and there were 
times in the use of the language that that term was applying to men maybe in their 50s 
and beyond, or so. But really, in the context of this, he's really just talking about a 
comparative sense of men that are older within the congregation compared to the younger 
ones in the congregation. It would be a mistake to think about this only applying to 
people in their 50s and above. Let's think about it this way, and let's just be really serious 
about what we're hearing today, okay? Let's be really serious about it. If you are a man 
that's the head of the family, if you're a man with a mortgage, if you're a man with 
children, this passage applies to you. Don't try to excuse yourself from the application of 
this saying, "Well, I'm only 32. I'm not an older man, because I'm in my early 30s." 
Listen, if you have the responsibilities of an older man, you have the responsibility to 
respond to the Word of God in terms of what it's saying here today. 

Now, just thinking of the process of life, as we grow older we have more responsibilities. 
As we do get more advanced in age, we start to experience physical decline, pain, 
reversals. Things don't go our way. People we love die suddenly, and we have no 
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recourse in that. Older people have lived long enough to sense that, to feel it by 
experience, to know the weight of that kind of pain and sorrow. They also, you know, the 
old age, you've all known people like this, old age can just make people narrow minded 
and grumpy. What we have to do as Christian men is we have to step back and realize the 
spiritual threat that old age brings, the reality of decline, of sorrow and pain, and also just 
our own spiritual weakness that would lead us into grumpiness and selfishness if it was 
left uncorrected by the Spirit of God. Here's the thing, men. Here's the thing. Every one 
of you: you have to realize that it is your spiritual responsibility not to give in to that 
inevitable decline of old age in a spiritual sense. It is your spiritual responsibility to rise 
to the occasion of that and, by the power of the Spirit of God, by the power of the Word 
of God, to rise above that and to manifest godliness of character as you move into the 
latter stages of your life. Older Christian men must put forth the spiritual effort that is 
necessary to rise above the earthly decline of life and exemplify godliness. That is your 
responsibility as a Christian man. Even as physical decline accelerates, even as life 
disappoints you, even as friends betray you, beloved, you have to look at this passage and 
see: this is the call to my character. This is the call of God upon my heart. This is what I 
am to be like until Christ calls me home, ever growing, ever more and more reaching 
toward the pinnacle of what this verse describes the character to be like. 

We're going to structure this around two points this morning. First of all, as we are 
looking at this verse of Scripture, men, you and I need to aim our lives so that we would 
be marked by point number 1: dignity in life. Dignity in life. You see, God calls us to a 
gracious serious demeanor that is fit for the person of Christ. Look at verse two with me 
again. We're just kind of going to go through this almost word-by-word here this 
morning, and we're going to do our best to illustrate it and not just leave it in a general 
sense. We want this to impact our hearts. Beloved, men of God that are in this room, you 
want this verse to impact your heart, and I'm praying as I'm preaching, even, that God 
would work in your heart and cause you to aspire after this and want this and desire it and 
pursue it. Men, the time for spiritual mediocrity in all of our lives is past. It's over. 
There's been enough time for our laziness. There's been enough time for our spiritual 
indifference, for our prayerlessness. There's been enough of that, hasn't there? It's time to 
put it aside and to let God's Word set the goal for, set the standard for us, and say, "Okay, 
that's what I'm going to pursue. That's what I'm going to aim after in my life now." 

Look at verse two with me. It says, "Older men are to be temperate." Older men are to be 
temperate. Now, this word originally had reference to someone who was not overrun by 
the use of alcoholic beverages, and, therefore, had a clear mind. Paul is using it here in a 
broader sense that older Christian men should be men of good, thoughtful judgment. 
They should be clearheaded in their approach to life. They're not impulsive. They're not 
subject to change, bouncing back and forth from one place to another. Where they show 
up one week, you expect them to be there the next week, because that's just the way they 
live their lives. They're committed to their responsibilities. They live them out in a clear 
headed way, and they are dependable in what they do and what they know. Men, we 
shouldn't be impulsive. We shouldn't emotionally react to every change that comes into 
life. There should be a steadiness, a clear headedness, in our approach that is worthy of 
what we say that we believe.
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Now, Paul goes further with another character trait. He says, "Older men are to be 
temperate. They're to be clearheaded." And he says, "They're to be dignified." Men, 
Christian men should manifest an integrity that utterly commands respect from those of 
us that know us. Your life should be marked by such integrity of purpose, such 
truthfulness of character, such faithfulness to your responsibilities, such a serious 
approach to life, that it utterly commands the respect of those who know you. And you 
can see this by contrast by those who mock this even in a public way. There's a famous 
pastor on the West Coast. I'll leave his name out of the discussion. Those of you who 
follow these things will know immediately who I'm referring to. If you don't know, then 
it's better for you not to know anyway. There's a famous pastor who, in the past anyway, 
has been known for wearing a Mickey Mouse T-shirt when he preaches from the pulpit. 
That's not dignified. That can only bring mocking, and shame, and ridicule upon the 
Gospel and upon the Word of God. It's shameful. That is not worthy of respect, and it can 
only diminish the way that people receive the Gospel. I mean it's more than just having a 
cartoon character on your shirt when you're proclaiming the authoritative Word of God, 
supposedly. It's the fact that Mickey Mouse is a cliché for that which is cheap and 
tawdry. "That's a Mickey Mouse car. It doesn't work. It's no good." What was this man 
thinking? Where is the dignity of the Gospel in the way that this man approaches his 
pulpit? This is appalling. 

But for us, men, let's step back and just realize that the things that you say and the things 
that you do reflect on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have to put aside foolishness and 
worldliness. We have to put aside the youthful impulses, the youthful lusts that used to 
animate our thinking and our desires. We have to put those things to death. We have to 
eliminate them from our lives for the sake of Christ, because our lives must be dignified. 
They must be temperate. They must show that life is serious, and that the Gospel is 
serious and, that we take it seriously. 

And why this is so crucial for a young church to understand? Men, every one of you need 
to understand that we men are setting the pattern for everyone else. Those of you that are 
heads of the household, you have to step up to the responsibility. Embrace the reality that 
whether you want it or not, as a Christian man, you are setting an example that is going to 
help set the tone for an entire church in the way that we approach these things. We must 
take that seriously. We can't make our lives a mockery of what we say that we believe. 
And it's not just for what we wear on Sunday morning. I don't even really care about that. 
This is about how you live Monday through Saturday. This is how you interact in private 
with your wife, with your family. This is what you laugh about when you're with your 
friends. This is about dignity and modeling godly integrity and faithfulness that generates 
respect. If you're like me, you're sick and tired of preachers that want to be comedians, 
that want to make people laugh. You know what? Life is too serious. There are too many 
broken hearts to try to make a joke of everything. Christian ministry, Christian living, 
there must be a manifestation of dignity and seriousness in Christian men that says, "I 
recognize the fact that life is serious. I recognize the fact that God's Word is authoritative. 
I recognize the fact that one day we're all going to stand face-to-face before God in 
judgment, and, therefore, my life is going to reflect the demeanor that is gracious, but 
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serious about life, so that there can be a respect, an aura of respect, that is cast upon the 
Gospel by the demeanor with which we live." That's what Paul is calling us to. 

To illustrate this from another passage turn to the right in your Bibles, past the book of 
Hebrews, to 1 Peter, for just a moment. 1 Peter chapter 4 verses one through three. And 
you see from the start, you see the whole purpose of Christ, the whole ministry of Christ, 
was profoundly dignified and serious, and he suffered as a result of it. We can't respond 
to that with a superficial humor approach that diminishes the dignity and the seriousness 
of what Christ has done on our behalf. 1 Peter chapter 4 verse one. "Therefore, since 
Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with this same purpose, because he 
who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the 
flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. For the time already passed is 
sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course 
of sensuality lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 
In all of this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of 
dissipation, and they malign you, but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge 
the living and the dead." 

Men, you want to know when the time was for a frivolous approach to life? It's in the 
past. It's over. The time now is for us to be serious about life, to realize, as we talked last 
week, the brevity of life, to realize that we don't know what tomorrow holds, and, 
therefore, we devote ourselves to a seriousness of purpose, a seriousness about the Word 
of God, a seriousness about pursuing biblical sanctification, because the time is short. 
People are watching. This matters. 

Now, go back to Titus chapter 2 verse two. Dignity in life, temperate dignified. Paul says, 
chapter 2 verse two, "Older men are to be temperate, dignified." And then he uses the 
word, "sensible." It's a word that's applied to every group, the women and the young man. 
As we go on in the passage, we'll see that later on in the next week or two. But to be 
sensible, and these terms kind of have an overlapping sense about them, but Paul's saying 
that a Christian man should be a prudent and thoughtful man, one who knows how to 
curb his desires and his impulses. And watch this, he's sensible enough that he doesn't 
panic when trials hit. There's a calmness. There's a coolness. There is a sensibility to his 
demeanor that approaches life in a thoughtful way that is informed by a biblical 
perspective. How can we illustrate this, having laid out the general principles here this 
morning? How can we illustrate this? I wanted, because you read some of the 
commentaries on this, and it's just kind of left in a general way in these general terms 
without knowing what it really looks like. And it occurred to me, we have the perfect way 
to illustrate this, because, what we want to know, we want to know what Paul had in 
mind, right? We want to know what the inspired writer of Scripture meant by what he 
said here. We have Paul's own example to look at, and it's just across the page to the left 
in 2 Timothy. What was Paul like in his old age? How did he live out these things of 
which he spoke to Titus? He wrote Titus in about the mid-60s. A couple of years later he 
wrote his final epistle, 2 Timothy. 
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Turn to 2 Timothy chapter 4, and much of the rest of our time here is just going to be an 
illustration of what Paul is talking about by looking at Paul's life himself. We see Paul's 
life being a mirror of what he called us to be. 2 Timothy chapter 4 verse 6. I want you to 
see this. Paul is about to die. He's at the end of life. In 2 Timothy chapter 4 verse six he 
says, "I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has 
come." So Paul is on the verge of death. He knows that he's facing likely execution from 
the hands of the Roman authorities soon. He's about to pour out his life upon his whole 
sacrifice of ministry. It's going to be the final offering of his life. And so, we see that, just 
to set the stage, that Paul was as this older man facing the end of life, and how did he deal 
with that? Look at this. Look over at chapter 4 verse 16 of 2 Timothy. We're just 
illustrating a sensible, sober, dignified life. Dignity in life, that's what we're illustrating 
here. 2 Timothy chapter 4 verse 16. Paul here is looking back over the past years of his 
life. He's kind of culminating things. These are about the final words to come from the 
apostolic pen, and he looks back over his prior life, and he looks ahead to what lies ahead 
for his soul, and look at what he says. Look how he approaches it. He says, "At my first 
defense no one supported me, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them. 
But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation 
might be fully accomplished and that all the Gentiles might hear, and I was rescued out of 
the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and will bring me safely 
to his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen." 

Now, watch this. I want you to think about this. Paul uses past tense and future tense side 
by side. He's looking back in the past. In verse 16 he says, "At my first offense no one 
supported me. Everyone deserted me." Past tense. He's looking back at that. He says in 
verse 18, "The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed." And so, here he is, he's in the 
middle of the Lord's providential workings in his life. In the past, there were these things 
that happened. In the future, he has this particular attitude that we're going to look at just 
now. And here's what he's doing. And if you want an idea of what a dignified man, a 
dignified Christian man, does with his life, if you want to know, if you want to have a 
sense of what that looks like and what that means in your relationships, here you go. Paul 
looks back over life, remembers those who failed him, and he's gracious about it. He 
looks back, and he said, "All these people deserted me, and I was alone. May it not be 
counted against them." He graciously looks back, and he just commits it all to the Lord. 
He says, "I trust the Lord for that. God, don't hold their personal failures with me against 
them." He is gracious toward those who failed him, who let him down. 

Men, right there is a place to start. You look back over your life, whether you're early in 
your 30s, or whether you're later in your 70s, you look back over your life. You think 
about those things that prompted you to bitterness in the past, and you just let it go, and 
you just say, "Lord, bless them. God, don't hold their failures against them. I've failed 
them too, Lord." And so, you adopt part of the dignity in life to which Paul is calling us 
to. It's a dignity that is willing to be gracious to those that have failed us in the past. We 
let go of the bitterness and the anger and say, "You know what was going on there?" 
Look at verse 17. And he does this, you can do that. You can be gracious that way, 
because you look back with an understanding of sound doctrine and sound theology that 
understands that God was working out his ways. He was working out his providence in 
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everything that ever happened in your life, and he can look back and interpret those 
failings of humans in his life. In verse 17 he says, "But the Lord stood with me and 
strengthened me." He looks back and says, "You know what, men failed me. God, be 
gracious to them. But, you know what, their failures don't really matter. It's really 
irrelevant, because the Lord was with me, standing with me, and strengthening me 
through that time. Therefore it's okay! I don't have to be worked up about this." There is a 
dignity about the theologically informed graciousness with which he approaches those 
who failed him in the past. He looks back, and he sees the hand of God in his life for 
good and for the bad, and then he looks forward in this dignity, and he says, in verse 18, 
with a humility and a confidence, he says, "The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed 
and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen."

And so, Paul looks back and sees God's faithfulness. He looks forward, and he trusts 
God's faithfulness. That's the dignity of the Christian position. He interprets all his life, 
all of his future, through the prism of the goodness, and the faithfulness, and the sure 
hand of God leading him all the way, and that's enough to make him satisfied as Christian 
dignity. And men, there's your pattern for dignity in life. Dignity in life starts with proper 
thinking about the providence of God in your life. Realizing that the sorrows and the 
difficulties that you faced were somehow delivered to you, not through the failures of 
men, but through the hand of God working through even the evil things that may have 
happened to you, so that He would bring you to this present position where you could 
praise Him despite the failures of others in your life. And then you look forward and say, 
"I'm not afraid of the future. I'm not afraid of the political climate of the day. I'm not 
afraid of the opposition that might come to me personally. Why would I be afraid of that? 
The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed. He will safely bring me to his heavenly 
kingdom. God is going to accomplish His eternal purpose in my life. I am going to be 
with Christ forever. How can it possibly be bad for me?" And, therefore, because that's 
clear in your thinking, you can be gracious. You can be calm. You can be dignified. You 
can stand like a Christian man, and say, "Because what I believe, dignity's going to mark 
my life." 

So, there's our pattern for dignity. Men, start now. Look, I know you've been bummed out 
by some of the stuff that's happened in life. You've got to think about that and bring it 
under the umbrella of the sovereign purposes of God in your life, and let that give dignity 
to it. And trust the Lord for it in a way that says, "God, you were with me through the 
whole thing. Therefore, it's okay. If I was walking with You through that, if You were 
ushering me through that, then it could not possibly have been anything that brought 
ultimate harm to me." And that liberates you to let go of the bitterness, the anger, the 
resentment. Say, "It's okay!" And the dignity of that will be evident to all. 

Now secondly, Paul goes on in chapter 2 verse two of Titus. Turn back there if you're not 
there already. And again, these things are so linked and interrelated we're just kind of 
separating them out for note taking and clarity of thought, not because they're so distinct 
and separate from one another. You're to be marked by a dignity in life. Secondly, you 
are to be marked by maturity in faith. Men, your life calling is to manifest Christian 

Page 8 of 14



virtue, no matter what your vocation is, no matter what your life calling is, vocationally, 
your real calling is to manifest Christian virtue. Look at verse two with me again. Paul 
isn't speaking in suggestions here. He's commanding what our character is to be like. It's 
truly breathtaking when you think about the authority of Scripture, when you think about 
the fact that the Word of God is commanding what your inner man is to be like. What is 
this magnificent Word of God that is commanding us what to be like inside? That gives 
you a sense of the greatness of the authority of Jesus Christ. He says, "All authority has 
been given to me." His authority is so vast that He is not just commanding what you do in 
life. He's commanding what you are to be in life. As the Word of God commands us 
against external sins like adultery, and theft, and lying, it equally commands positive 
character traits inside that no one sees. We have to humble ourselves under this Word. 
We have to realize the seriousness of purpose with which God saved us. 

Look at Titus 2:14. I just want to remind you of this again. And see, this is all tied into 
the purposes of Christ. Titus 2:14. "Christ Jesus gave Himself for us to redeem us to buy 
us out of every lawless deed and to purify for Himself a people for his own possession 
zealous for good deeds." To purify us, to change us from the inside out, so that there 
would be a zeal in our hearts to be what He wants us to be and to do what He wants us to 
do. The Word of God commands our inner man, and we see that in Titus two verse two. 
Look at it with me know. Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, and now 
here comes the last part. Here's the maturity in faith where he says, "Sound in faith, in 
love, in perseverance." Sound in faith. The word has the idea of being healthy. You're to 
be sound in three ways: sound in faith, sound in love, sound in perseverance. And here's 
the deal, men. This gets to the point of evaluating how much you know God. This gives 
you a sense what we're about to talk about is going to expose to your understanding how 
well you actually know God, how intimately acquainted you are with the excellencies of 
His attributes, because he says, "You're sound in faith, sound in love, sound in 
perseverance." 

Listen to me, men. You should have such an unwavering confidence in the goodness of 
God that you affirm it from your heart in every circumstance, not just with an outward 
verbal assent that says, "Oh yeah, God is sovereign here" while inside you're agitated and 
worked up. To be sound in faith means that you affirm the goodness of God in every 
circumstance. Even in the midst of adversity, you affirm that, listen, with a peaceful 
demeanor that is so confident in His goodness that it's a reality of your heart, not just an 
expression of your lips. Only you know, men, only you can look in your heart and say 
whether that's true of your inner man or not, but listen, listen: the living God, the Savior, 
who bled for your sins is worthy of that kind of implicit confidence, no matter what 
assails you externally. 

Look men, ladies this applies to you too, but the passage is directed to men primarily. 
Look, we have no right, we have no room to look at bleeding Emmanuel at Calvary and 
cast questions against His goodness. We have no right to look at Christ dying for our sins 
with thorns crushed into His brow, hanging practically naked in front of all the world, the 
Creator, Son of God, bleeding for you, and have any question about the ultimate 
intentions of His life, if you are a Christian. That is a betrayal of the highest treason, to 
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question the goodness of Christ, because some earthly, external adversity has come to 
you. You must so esteem Christ, you must so love Him for His sacrifice on the cross that 
it is utterly unthinkable in your mind to question His goodness. And so, you affirm that in 
every circumstance with a peaceful demeanor that flows out of the way that you live. We 
don't question the goodness of Christ, because we're healthy, we're sound in faith, sound 
in the way that we trust Him. Paul says, "You need to be sound in love. Men, you should 
be able to step out of your own realm of existence long enough to have a warm affection 
toward others in your conscious and intentional building up young weaker believers. 
You're sound in love. You realize you've been through some of the trials. You've failed in 
some of them. You know what it's like to struggle in Christian growth. Well, now older 
men, you men with responsibility, you say, "Oh, not only do I need to have this confident 
demeanor and the goodness of Christ in my own heart. I need to actively encourage, and 
edify, and build up those around me. Even if I don't ever teach the word of God myself, I 
can step into the gap, I can step alongside a struggling believer and say, Look, I love you, 
and let me help you." Men, that's what you're supposed to do. You're supposed to be 
sound in love, and it's not enough, as grateful as I am for how faithful you guys are to 
come, you just have to understand that it's not enough to just be here on Sunday. This is a 
whole pattern of life. This is a controlling character that Paul's talking about, and so it 
bleeds out of your life Monday at 4, Tuesday at 3 AM, and every point in between. This 
is character that we're talking about. Sound, healthy in love. And look at what he says, 
we're going to illustrate all this with Paul one more time: sound in faith, sound in love, 
sound in perseverance. Sound, healthy, reliable, dependable, to keep walking in 
faithfulness to Christ, even when adversity is blowing all around. You persevere. You 
endure. You continue on.

Now, what I want to do in the time that we have left here this morning is I want you to 
see these things in Paul's life again. Again from 2 Timothy, this was just a kind of an 
arbitrary way to illustrate it. Remember, Paul is about to die. He's conscious of that. He's 
at the end of his life, and he'd told Titus a couple of years earlier, maybe three years 
earlier, he said, "Older men are to be sound in faith." You want to see how Paul lived that 
out? Look at 2 Timothy chapter 4 verse seven. Sound in faith, sound in his personal trust 
in God's intentions for him, he says, in verse seven, "I have fought the good fight. I have 
finished the course. I have kept the faith. Time of my departure has come." And what's 
going on in Paul's mind in light of all of these things? Listen to this, and see, men, in this 
see where your heart should be, must be, is commanded to be as you contemplate the end 
of your earthly days. Paul says verse eight, in the future. "There is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge will award to me on that day, 
not only to me, but also to all who have loved his appearing." He is about to die, and he is 
utterly, completely confident that what lies ahead is reward and blessing from the one 
whom he had served since the day of his conversion. That's personal faith. That's 
personal trust. 

I want that to sink in. You see, it's not enough for us to just acknowledge these things 
mentally and then go on living in, you know, with anxiety filled lives. It's not enough. 
We're to be sound in faith, sound in that personal trust. Listen, think about it this way, 
that speaks about the future blessing of God, the eternal blessing of God, on our lives. 
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The certainty that it will welcome us, the certainly that it will bless us, the certainty that 
He'll receive us, that we talk about that as though it were a present existing fact, because 
it is so certain to occur. There's not an element of guessing, not an element of, "I hope 
so." There is such a personal confidence in this that marks your character, your personal 
faith in the purposes of God in your life that you talk about it in the indicative. It's that 
which is an established fact. 

Men, is that so conscious and present in your mind that you would just naturally speak 
out with, "Of course, God is going to bless me when I die. Of course, He's going to 
receive me. Of course, there's going to be. He's been good to me in this life. It can only 
get greater in the life to come." Do you speak, do you think about Christ blessing you 
with that level of confidence? Because that's what Scripture is calling you to, if you're a 
Christian man. You see, 1 Samuel 16 seven says, "The Lord looks on our heart, not on 
the outward appearance, but as man sees, but the Lord looks on the heart."  And, men, in 
your inner man you should know Christ so well and be so confident of His goodness that 
you say the only outcome can be good. And the certainty of that starts to flavor the way 
that you speak about life, death, and the life to come. 

Now Paul said in Timothy, "Be sound in faith, be sound in love." Paul, what does sound 
in love look like in relationship to others as an older man as you're approaching the end 
of life? You know what, we see that in 2 Timothy also. Actually, we see it in 2 Timothy 
one.  2 Timothy one. Writing to a struggling minister of the Gospel, look at the soundness 
of Paul's love as he addresses his disciple Timothy. 2 Timothy chapter 1 verse three. 
Actually, look at verse two. "Paul to Timothy, my beloved son, grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Lord." Can you imagine the apostle 
calling you his beloved son? The strength, and the assurance, and the confidence that 
would impart? Paul's just getting started with those words, verse three. "I thank God, 
whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly 
remember you in my prayers night and day." "Timothy, I'm praying for you. I'm 
constantly remembering you in my prayers," verse four, "longing to see you, even as I 
recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy." "Timothy, I'm praying for you. You're 
my beloved son. I long to see. I want to be with you, Timothy." Paul, remember, Paul is 
about to die! And look at the love that's pouring out of his heart for this young disciple. "I 
long to see you," verse four, "even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. 
For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you." "Timothy, I know it's in there. I know 
it's in you, I am sure of it. It first dwelt in your grandmother, Lois, and your mother, 
Eunice, and I'm sure that it's in you as well. And, for this reason, I remind you to kindle 
afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands." Paul, rather 
than being consumed with his own plight, writes to Timothy and bestows upon him his 
personal blessing, his personal confidence, and says, "Timothy, I love you. Timothy, I 
long to see you. Timothy, live up to your charge." He pours out his heart for the sake of 
the man that he was trying to strengthen. That's sound in love. 

Men, that's what it looks like. Looking for the opportunity to come alongside the 
younger, weaker believer and give them strength. Your gray hairs give you a level of 
authority, a level of dignity, to communicate that message. So use your position to the 
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benefit of those who need it. What about being sound in endurance? Last one here. 2 
Timothy chapter 1 verse 12. Paul said, in Titus two, that older men are to be sound in 
perseverance. And look at 2 Timothy chapter 1 verse 12. Paul says, actually, go up to 
verse eight, because you need to see the context. Paul says to Timothy, "Don't be 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me his prisoner." He's in prison as he writes 
this. He says, "Join with me in suffering for the Gospel according to the power of God." 
So he's suffering. He's in prison. What's his state of endurance? What's his state of mind? 
Has this deterred him? Has this made him less confident? Has this discouraged him? Has 
this made him weak and ready to fall? 

Verse 12. Why do I do this to us? Just go to verse nine, and we'll walk all the way 
through it and see how sound doctrine impacts a sound perseverance. He says in verse 
nine. "Join with me in suffering for the Gospel according to the power of God, who has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, but 
now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who abolished death, 
and brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel, for which I was appointed a 
preacher and an apostle and a teacher." Here it is. Here's what all of that truth, all of that 
doctrine, here's what it produces in the midst of his suffering. It produces perseverance, 
verse 12. "For this reason, I also suffer these things, but I'm not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed, and I'm convinced that He's able to guard what I've entrusted to 
Him until that day." Perseverance, endurance. "I'm suffering, but I'm undeterred, 
Timothy. I'm not ashamed. I know who I've believed. I'm convinced that He's able to 
guard what I've entrusted to Him, and so I'm just going to keep walking, keep walking, 
keep walking, and then the gates of heaven are going to open, and He's going to receive 
me." Perseverance. 

Men, dignity in life, maturity in faith, whether we fully realize it or not, the word of God 
has just sifted everything about us. It has sifted our inner man. It has sifted the way that 
we view Christ. It has sifted how much we love Him. It has sifted, and it has pointed out 
whether we trust Him enough to persevere, and to persevere without bitterness, to 
persevere with an eye of still serving, in the midst of suffering, those who are around us 
who would benefit from our strength. That's what a Christian man looks like. That's what 
a Christian man should be. Most of us are feeling convicted right now. That's as it should 
be. 

Men, if there was any one thing that I could impress upon your heart to take away from 
this message. Just one thing that I'd want you, that I think is the most serious threat to 
American Christian men in a church like this, is that you've got to repent of going 
through the motions of godliness without a heartfelt love for Christ. That's it. You have to 
repent of going through the motions of spiritual life, of going through, and saying, "Oh, I 
read my Bible today. Oh, I had my quiet time today, and now let me get on with the rest 
of my life." You've got to repent of going through the motions, because Christ is worthy 
of so much more. He's worthy of the deepest affections and longings of your heart. The 
spontaneous praise of your lips throughout the day. "Oh Christ, I'm so grateful that You 
saved me. After all these years, Lord, I haven't lost the wonder of the fact that You 

Page 12 of 14



reached into my sinful life and redeemed me when You had every right to condemn me. 
Oh Christ! Oh Christ, before the foundations of eternity were laid, before You laid the 
foundations of the earth, You set your eternal redemptive love on me. You came to earth. 
You came to earth and You thought of me by name as one for whom You we're willing to 
die. Oh Christ, You actually poured out Your blood. Oh Christ, you sent your Spirit to 
indwell me. O Christ! O Christ, You're going to receive me into your heavenly kingdom 
one day. Oh Christ, I'm going to see Your resurrected face in glory. Oh Christ! Oh Christ! 
Oh Christ, words fail my ability to express my gratitude for Your redeeming love on my 
life. Oh Christ! Jesus, thank you. Your blood has washed away my sin."

Men, that's a slight echo of what your life should be like. The greatness of salvation 
should so captivate your affections that you realize that words can't fully express it. If 
you've gotten tired of being a Christian, if the Word of God has become something 
burdensome and irksome to you, if praying seems like an irksome duty to you, men, 
you've got to repent, because Christ is worthy of so much more. 

Bow with me in prayer.

Father, as Your Word has sifted us, we would come and confess our sins, and we would 
deliberately, consciously, intentionally set our minds on the goal of the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. O Christ, truly, we do love you. Truly, it is beyond 
comprehension that you saved us. We don't understand all of the implications of eternity. 
We just know, based on the certainty of the testimony of Your Word, that You've prepared  
a place for us. You said that You went away, so that You could prepare a place for us. 
When we get to heaven, Lord Jesus, it's going to be more like home than anything on 
earth has ever been. And Lord, our hearts long for that day. We long to be in Your 
presence, in the presence of our gentle Shepherd, and of our triumphant Warrior. We 
long to see in time and space, with our own eyes, we long to see the outer outworkings, 
the reality of our redemption, the fulfillment of it, because this right now is just a taste. 
God, may our affections for Christ shape the way that we think about life and produce 
dignity in our demeanor and cause us to grow to maturity in faith. 

Father, I thank you that there are so many Christian men of dignified faith in this body. 
Lord, we all fall short, but Lord, I know that there are many men here who have the 
aspirations to be this man of Christian virtue that You've described for us from your 
Word today. God, would you help each one of us to excel still more. We understand that 
this church will only rise to the level of the character of its men. Father, work in our 
hearts that it might be a high and lofty character, that the aspirations that started this 
church would reach a greater fulfillment and maturity of character than anything that we 
ever would've dreamed or thought. Father, we understand that might mean suffering. It 
might mean persecution. It might certainly mean attacks from the devil himself. Lord, we 
humble ourselves before that. We don't think of those things lightly. We just want to be 
faithful. And we pray that you would help us do that as we look to you in Christ's name. 
Amen. 
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You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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