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DANIEL’S BRAVE PURPOSE
Daniel 1:3-8
Daniel 1:3-4
•3 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children 
of Israel and some of the king’s descendants and some of the nobles, 4 young men in whom 
there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick 
to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the 
language and literature of the Chaldeans.

Daniel 1:5-6
•5 And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies and of the wine 
which he drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they 
might serve before the king. 6 Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

Daniel 1:7-8
•7 To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to 
Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.  8 But Daniel purposed 
in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with 
the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not 
defile himself.

THE BACKGROUND TO DANIEL’S PURPOSE
•Hammurabi – 1792-1750
•

Hammurabi

Fast forward to 1125 B.C.
•Assyrian Empire on a period of decline
•Nebuchadnezzar I ascends the throne in Babylon 
•The statue of Marduk in Babylon had been captured by the Elamites 100 years earlier.
•Nebuchadnezzar I made it his number one priority to recapture Marduk and bring him back 
to Babylon.

(The History of the Ancient World, Bauer, p. 288).
•“The Babylonian soldiers, arriving at Elam’s borders, caught the border patrols by surprise and 
made it to the city of Susa before anyone could raise the alarm.  They raided the city, broke 
down the temple doors, kidnapped the statue, and departed to march in triumph back to 
Babylon.”

Why was this important?
•Nebuchadnezzar I reasoned that, since he had rescued the chief god of Babylon, the chief god 
of Babylon had set divine favor on him . . . . . Nebuchadnezzar had the god-given right to rule 
Babylon.”
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Fast forward to 605 B.C.
Nebuchadnezzar’s number one priority
Nebuchadnezzar’s devotion to Marduk

Just who is Marduk?
•“Marduk is a Babylonian creator god who defeats an earlier generation of water gods to form 
and populate the earth. . . Marduk’s acts of creation mark the start of time and are 
commemorated annually as the new year.  (N. S. Gill).

Schemes
•Wade Phillips Defensive Scheme – DC
•Five different teams
•Currently the DC for the Los Angeles Rams
•Whenever he becomes the DC for an NFL team, he immediately installs his 3/4 - 1 defense 
– meaning 3 down linemen up front and 4 linebackers behind.

•In the NBA, Phil Jackson’s use of the Triangle Offense.
The devil’s schemes:
•The devil has many schemes to deceive, defeat and destroy the souls of men.
•Most successful -- worship of false gods.
•This deception probably started with Nimrod in Genesis 10:10 where it says, “And the 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.”

Idol gods in the world
•Shinar was the land of Abraham, Hammurabi and Nebuchadnezzar.  It started with Nimrod 
and when God scattered the peoples through the confusion of tongues at Babel, the 
worship of idol gods spread with them.
•Today in India in the Hindu religion there are supposedly 330 million gods.
•In Taiwan
DANIEL’S BRAVE PURPOSE
•v. 8: “8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 
the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of 
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

Daniel’s Position
•Right in the middle of Babylon, steeped in the worship of Marduk
•Ruled over by Nebuchadnezzar, possibly the most powerful man in the world at that time.
•Nebuchadnezzar was devoted to the god Marduk.
•Nebuchadnezzar wanted to brainwash him into a loyal subject of Babylon.
Daniel’s Past
•King Josiah had begun a revival in Judah about 621 B.C.  Daniel was born about that time 
which would have made him about seventeen years old in 605 B.C. when he was taken 
captive.
•Daniel was among that first group of hostages – marched off to Babylon to be trained and 
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educated to serve King Nebuchadnezzar.
Daniel’s Brave Purpose
•v. 8: “ 8 But Daniel purposed in his heart. . .”
•Daniel’s Test:
•1) The study of heathen learning; 
•2) The bearing of heathen names, and 
•3) the eating of heathen food.
•The first two didn’t necessarily mean going against Divine principles and law.
•Example of Joseph
•Example of Moses

The Name Change - Brainwashing
•He is trying to strip these young men of their faith and religion in order to get to their 
hearts.  He wants them to be reminded every time someone addresses them that they are 
now servants of Babylon’s gods.  And that is the bottom line of their chosen names.  
Previously all of their original names gave glory to Israel’s God.  Nebuchadnezzar changed 
them by giving them names that honored his Babylonian gods and obliterated any 
reference to the true God.

The Main Problem
•All the food and drink designated for them had been first offered and dedicated to idol 
gods.  
•It would also involve the eating of pork and other foods forbidden by the Mosaic Law.
•To eat it would indicate belief in those gods.
ILLUSTRATION: Visiting Taiwan in January
•Ate traditional Chinese New Year’s feast with Joanna and Rebecca’s family at their uncle’s 
restaurant.
•Aunt, Shu-Zhen, brought a dish with her that had been offered to the god earlier at the 
temple.
•For us to have eaten that dish would have said to the family, “Your god is okay.  It’s not 
necessary for you to believe in our God and His Son, Jesus as your Savior – Had to make a 
choice.

Daniel’s Brave Purpose
•v. 8a:  But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the 
king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank;
•Daniel refused to contaminate himself.
•Daniel was human just like us, but he refused to yield to the temptation.
•No Christian will ever be used of the Lord unless he is willing to always purpose to do right 
in the face of temptation.

Daniel’s Test – 1:9-16
Daniel’s Request
•Daniel made the request with courtesy.
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•He made the request with wisdom – asked for a trial period – made it easier for the 
overseer to grant the request.
•

Daniel’s Guidance
•What did Daniel have to guide him at this crucial time?  
•What gave him the courage and moral fortitude to take such a brave stand?
•The main reason – His knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. He grew up in the reign of King 
Josiah – a good king – overthrew idolatry – repaired the Temple – rediscovered the 
Scriptures – led the nation in revival. 

The same principle is true today:
•Those young people who have been taught and grounded in God’s Word and Truth will be 
able to take a strong stand for God even in the face of all the temptations they face today.

Daniel – A Great Example
•Against almost impossible odds
•Proves that we today can also live for God a life separated from the world.
•It’s not easy!
•We live in an alien environment.
•I challenge you today to dare to be a Daniel.
•Purpose in your heart that you will be true and faithful to your Lord and Savior whatever the 
cost.
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