
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 8-7-16 AM NOTES 
“ESSENTIALS FOR FULFILLING THE VISION” 

JOSHUA 1:1-9 
#1 in Series, “THE FULFILLMENT OF A VISION” 

 
Malachi 3:9 “For I, the Lord, do not change…”  
 
1 Corinthians 10:11a “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction…” 
 
 
I.       Fulfilling the Vision Requires Possessing Our Possessions (vv. 1-4) 
 

Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has [already] blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” 
 
2 Peter 1:3 “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true 
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.” 
 
 

 
II.      Fulfilling the Vision Requires Proceeding in His Power (vv. 5-7) 
 

A. We Must Be Confident in God’s Promise (v. 5) 
 

Romans 8:31b “If God is for us, who is against us?”  
 
Romans 8:37 “But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.”  
 
Isaiah 54:17 “‘No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you 
will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.” 
 
Hebrews 13:5b “‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I 
will not be afraid. What will man do to me?’” 

 
B. We Must Be Courageous in Taking Our Possessions (v. 6) 
 
C. We Must Be Careful to Practice Complete Obedience (v. 7) 

 
 
 
III.     Fulfilling the Vision Requires That We Purpose to Prosper (v. 8)  
 

A. We Must Read the Word of God (v. 8a) 
 
B. We Must Memorize the Word of God (v. 8b) 

 
C. We Must Meditate on the Word of God (v. 8c) 

 
“Meditation opens our minds to understand truths we’d never comprehend otherwise. When we search the Scriptures, the Lord 
increases our knowledge and leads us to His promises. In time, we can build a promise bank of verses that strengthen our faith 
and fill us with the courage to obey.”                                                                                                                     ─Charles Stanley 

 

CONCLUSION (v. 9) 
 

Joshua 1:9 (HCSB) “Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.” 



 

First Baptist Church Powell 08 07 2016 AM 

Sermon 1:  Essentials for Fulfilling the Vision 

Series: The Fulfillment of a Vision 

Joshua 1:1-9 

 

   I don’t want to be overly dramatic, but it may well be that we are headed into the most important, the most 
critical time in the last thirty years at First Baptist Church of Powell. We recently spent fifty days of prayer and 
fasting as a church where we prayed as one to seek the direction that God would have us to go. Our Elders are 
seeking the Lord as to the direction He desires for us. On August 19-20, the Elders will spend extended time at 
a retreat where we will hopefully clarify and solidify the basics of the vision that God has for us for both the 
immediate and extended future. Our plans are to then present the vision to the church on September 11.  

   I believe that God has led me to the book of Joshua to prepare us for the vision and then to take us into the 
early stages of seeing the vision fulfilled. In the book of Joshua, we see God giving His people a clear vision that 
was prepared for and carried out successfully in God’s enabling power.  

   After forth years of wilderness wanderings, the people were now ready to take possession of the Promised 
Land, the land of Canaan. Joshua faced a humanly impossible task. Moses, one of the greatest leaders that the 
world has ever known, was now dead, but the vision, the purpose and the plans of God did not die with him. 
Joshua was now the leader who succeeded Moses. Joshua was charged with taking about two million people 
who were prone to complaining, who were not adequately trained in warfare, and with these people, go against 
fortified cities and trained seasoned armies. From a human perspective, Joshua’s task was an impossible one.  

   When we, the Elders, present the vision that God has called us to on September 11, I will guarantee you that it 
will be bigger than our natural abilities. As I shared in a message on June 26, 2016, the vision will be bigger 
than we are. God typically calls us out of our comfort zones so that we have to trust Him to accomplish the 
vision. I promise you that the vision that God will lead us to will require us to leave our comfort zones in giving, 
working, and trusting the Lord to supply what is needed to accomplish the vision. Don’t be shocked when this 
happens. One of our most dangerous idols as individuals, and as a church, is the idol of comfort. We don’t want 
a ministry that will tie us down because we want to be free to travel. We don’t want the church to step out in 
some expensive endeavor, because that means we would all be challenged to give beyond what we feel 
comfortable with. We don’t want to get involved in a ministry that has us doing something we have never done 
before. You get the idea. 

   As for the messages, here is where we are headed. For today, and the next four Sunday mornings, we are 
going to learn some lessons from the book of Joshua about how to prepare to launch out of our comfort zones, 
and out of our lethargy, to see the vision accomplished. After presenting the vision on September 11, we will 
spend about six more weeks learning how God will accomplish the vision using principles from Israel’s taking 
possession of their promised land. 

   In spite of the huge task Joshua faced, he had a promise from God concerning the land (v 3), the presence of 
God with them (v 5), and their ultimate success (v 7, 8). The same God who was with Joshua will be with us. 
Malachi 3:9: “For I, the Lord, do not change…” I believe that we are on solid ground when we look to Israel as 
an example of how God works today. Paul was speaking of Israel in the time period we are looking at when he 
said in 1 Corinthians 10:11a: “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 
instruction…” 

 

I.  Fulfilling the Vision Requires Possessing Our Possessions (v 1-4) 

   When God gives a vision, a direction, or marching orders, we can rest assured that where God guides, He 
provides. Over 500 years earlier, God had promised this land to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 12:7). 
Now, God affirms to Joshua that the land of Canaan has been given by God to the Israelites (verse 2). Now it is 
time for Joshua to lead the Israelites to possess their possessions.  



   I believe that the book of Ephesians in the New Testament is a companion book to Joshua in the Old 
Testament. The parallels between the two books are obvious. We read in Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has [already] blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ.” When God gives direction to His people, He has already given them all that they need to 
accomplish their God given task. The Christian life, boiled down to its essence, is simply launching out in 
obedience drawing on the spiritual blessings in the heavenly places that God has already given to us.  

   Here, then, is the task of the leaders of this church – we are to seek the Lord for the specifics of what He has 
chosen for us, and then we are to trust Him to provide whatever it takes to accomplish the vision that He has 
given us. He has already made the provision available to us.  

   Perhaps you say, “Pastor, you are over simplifying things.” My response is, “You are over-complicating 
things.” Notice the language that God used with Joshua in verse three – “Every place on which the sole of your 
foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.” There were certainly delays, disobedience, and faith 
failures on the part of the Israelites. The reason that they did laps around Mount Sinai for almost forty years 
was that they came to the edge of the promised land, at a place called Kadesh-Barnea, and, because of fear, they 
failed to go possess what God had given them. The result was that every Israelite twenty years and older (with 
the exception of Joshua and Caleb) would die in the wilderness. But now they are ready to step out in 
obedience. The Israelites had not yet crossed the Jordan River to go into the promised land and yet God speaks 
in the past tense – “I have given it to you.” The task in front of Joshua was to possess the land God had already 
given them.  

   I love the story that Charles Spurgeon told of a widow in his church who lived in dire poverty in the slums of 
London. Her house was so poorly constructed that the cold winter wind would blow through the cracks in the 
wall and make heating the house impossible. She had attached paper over the cracks to try to keep the wind 
out. Charles Spurgeon heard about this poor widow and went to visit her. He asked if she had any family that 
could help her. She reported that she only had one son whom she hadn’t seen in a long time. He was working in 
South America. Spurgeon asked if she ever heard from him. She said that she regularly got a letter from him 
and there was usually some kind of paper with the letter but she could not read it – it was in another language. 
Spurgeon asked what she did with paper. She said that she used it to cover the cracks in the house to keep the 
cold wind out. Spurgeon asked to see the paper, and to his surprise found that it was currency from the country 
where her son was working. She was living in poverty while she possessed a fortune! She had not possessed her 
possessions.  

   Our God has given every one of His children glorious possessions – all that we truly need. 2 Peter 1:3: “seeing 
that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge 
of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.”  

   Conquering the promised land was a seemingly impossible task. Its walled cities seemed like unconquerable 
fortresses, and its armies were trained and experienced. In addition, there were giants in the land. But God 
said, “I have given them to you.”  

   As individuals we must possess our possessions! When the devil fails to keep us from coming to Christ for 
salvation, he will strive to keep you in the wilderness so that you do not experience that “abundant life” that is 
your rightful possession. As with individuals, even so churches often fail to possess their possessions. It is easy 
for a church to fall into patterns of running programs, keeping the status quo, and seeing little fruit. In this 
time of seeking God as to the vision He has for us, we will be called to step out in faith, and there will be giants 
we will have to face, but where He guides us, he will empower us to possess what He has already given us.  

 

II.  Fulfilling the Vision Requires Proceeding in His Power (v 5-7) 

   Our Lord is pleased when we abide in Him and draw upon His power for all we need to possess our 
possessions. Allow me to state once again that our God is constantly leading us as individuals and as a church 
body into water over our heads so that we are crowed in close to Him because we are desperate for Him and the 
power that only He can give.  

A.  We Must Be Confident in God’s Promise (v 5) 

   When it came to the past, Joshua’s experience with his people, the Israelites, was mixed. He had seen “the 
thrill of victory and the agony of defeat.” He saw victory over the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16) and 



disappointment over the lack of faith in ten of the twelve spies who went in to Canaan to check out the land. 
The ten spies disregarded God’s command and God’s provision to take the land He had promised. Instead, they 
had set their eyes on the obstacles and the opposition and turned away in cowardice, refusing to believe what 
God said. As Joshua gets ready to lead the Israelites into the promised land, God reminds him of some things 
he already knows, but needs to be reminded of.  

   First, God reminds Joshua of the fact that in God’s strength, no enemy can defeat him. No man will be able to 
stand “before him,” or as the NIV says “against you.” This is not just for Joshua! There are many promises like 
this to believers:  

Romans 8:31b “If God is for us, who is against us?”  

Romans 8:37 “But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.”  

Isaiah 54:17 “‘No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in 
judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ 
declares the Lord.”  

   If we really believed that, we would have a holy boldness that would alarm the devil himself! God is 
reminding Joshua in verse 5 that He [God] didn’t die with Moses. God, as always, is alive and well!  

   Second, the Lord then reminds Joshua that just as He was with them in the past when they obeyed Him, even 
so He will be with them as they take the promised land! That same promise is repeated in the New Testament 
in Hebrews 13:5b: “‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is 
my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?’”  

   Oh how precious these promises are to God’s people today! We must learn to live on the basis of His promises 
and not on our feelings or temporal circumstances.  

B.  We Must Be Courageous in Taking Our Possessions (v 6)  

   Three times (v 6, 7, 9) we are told to “be strong and courageous.” Our God is constantly calling us to step out 
into the deep water and that calls for spiritual strength and courage. The Hebrew word translated, “be strong” 
means “to be firm.” When it comes to stepping out in obedience, we are to be firm and “strong in the Lord” with 
no vacillating or turning back. Courage is not the absence of fear; courage is constantly choosing to keep on 
obeying God when everything around you is saying, “quit.” Courage is when we step out in obedience when our 
flesh is saying, “run the other way.” Courage is facing our fears and difficulties in the enabling power of God 
and refusing to go back to a life of mediocrity and human comfort.  

C.  We Must Be Careful to Practice Complete Obedience (v 7) 

   Obedience to God is always the right thing to do, but it is seldom the easiest thing to do! Success (from God’s 
perspective – the only perspective that counts) comes only from complete obedience. Partial obedience is in 
reality - disobedience. I believe that I speak for the elders of this church when I say that we are committed to 
obedience in every area of the life of this church. It is so easy to just overlook some areas, but when we do, there 
will be a failure to have God’s power and enabling. Without that, we can do absolutely nothing!  

 

III.  Fulfilling the Vision Requires that We Purpose to Prosper (v 8) 

   The Hebrew word translated “prosperous” literally means “to push forward” in the sense of completing the 
task. The word translated, “success” means to have insight or understanding. How do we have insight and 
understanding to carry out the vision? How do we complete the vision God gives us? It is through being guided 
by God’s Word in all that we do. Confidence in fulfilling the vision and courage to step out in obedience when it 
takes us way out of our comfort zone comes when we are saturated with God’s Word.  

When the Lord spoke these words to Joshua, he didn’t have a Bible with sixty-six books! He had only the first 
five books of the Old Testament, but those books were the Word of God and they were sufficient to give Joshua 
all that he needed to push forward and have insight and understanding to carry out the vision of taking the 
promised land! Oh how much better we have it! We have the completed written Word of God – all sixty-six 
books. We have the indwelling Holy Spirit to apply the Word and to empower us to obey the Word. Simply 



having possession of the Word of God does not make our way prosperous or give us good success. If we would 
have success in the vision we are given, there are at least three things we must do with the Word of God.  

A.  We Must Read the Word of God (v 8a) 

   A Bible on the shelf is of no benefit. The problem in America is not that we don’t possess the Word of God; the 
problem is that we do not take in the Word of God. Someone said that the largest dust storm in the history of 
America would happen if every Bible in every home would be picked up at the same time and blown on! The 
primary means through which God speaks to us is through His Word. Do you want to hear from God? Then 
read the Word, and listen to the Word when it is being taught. Last Sunday night before our family fun night, I 
shared the statistic that only five percent of the churches in America have a Sunday night service. We have a 
Sunday night service, but it is only about one third as many people as are in the AM service. There seems to be 
little interest in taking in the Word of God in the home or being gathered at the church.  

   Even if you are faithful to come to the services and hear the Word of God, you need to be regularly reading it 
on your own. There are all sorts of plans to read the Bible. Just Google “Bible Reading Plans.” I did that and 
there were 1,610,000 results.  

B.  We Must Memorize the Word of God (v 8b) 

   Every Christian needs to have a plan of memorization. Memorization hides God’s Word in your heart. People 
often say that they just can’t memorize Scripture. My response is that if someone offered you $100 per verse, 
you would turn into a memorizing machine. It is all a matter of motivation! The only way that the Word of God 
never departs from your mouth is when you have it memorized and can bring it up at any time, in any place. 

C.  We Must Meditate on the Word of God (v 8c) 

   The Scriptures are to control our thought patterns. Meditation is very simply the process whereby we apply 
Scripture to our lives. As you read and memorize Scripture and ask the Lord, “What are You saying to me 
through this passage; what do You desire me to do; what do I need to change in light of this truth I have just 
read,” you are meditating on Scripture. I believe that the main way that God infuses courage into our lives is 
through reading, memorizing, and meditating on God’s Word.  

When we are as a lifestyle reading, memorizing, and meditating on the Word of God, we will make our way 
prosperous (to “push forward” in the sense of completing the task) and have success (have insight or 
understanding). That includes completing the vision God will give us because we will have insight into what 
needs to be done.  

 

Conclusion (v 9) 

   When we are saturated with the Word of God, we are constantly aware of the presence of God. The strength 
and courage to obey God in the vision, the direction in which He leads us, comes as we are consumed with His 
Word, and constantly aware of His presence with us wherever we go.  

 
 


