
August 7, 2016 

Keep Yourselves in the Love of God 
Jude 17-21 

B.I. While waiting for the mercy of Christ’s return remember the apostle’s warnings 
and keep yourselves in the love of God. 

     Jude has been exhorting us about the need to “Contend earnestly for the Faith that was 
once for all delivered to the saints.” The reason we as a congregation are “contend for the 
faith” is because certain people have crept in unnoticed who are determined to harm and 
divide the church with their false teaching and immorality. Last week we waded through 
that long section of dire warnings about eternal wrath and condemnation which God will 
pour out on them in the last day. Frankly, those 11 verses were not the most pleasant and 
inspiriting portion of Scripture we have ever studied together. None of us likes thinking 
about condemnation and judgment. And it’s good that we don’t enjoy it! Nevertheless, it 
is because of God’s kindness and mercy that he reveals to us the dangers that we face. 
Moreover, He wants to equip us to live faithfully in the midst of a real and present 
danger. After all, this is His church that He has entrusted to our care. We must be diligent 
to protect her.   

     I realize after reading and studying Jude’s dire warnings we might be tempted to 
respond and any number of way. You may be tempted to respond with despair. After all, 
with so many false teachers out there, strategizing to deceive us, what hope is there that 
the church can survive? If there was anywhere we thought believers would be safe it’s the 
church! But Jude is tell us that even in the church we must be alert. To some, that sounds 
hopeless. 

     On the other hand, you may be tempted to respond by declaring your own personal 
war against the false teachers of our day. You may take on the persona of a spiritual 
commando armed with deadly spiritual arguments designed to take out the enemy and 
show no mercy! 

    Then again you may simply find yourself confused. “What do we do now? How does 
Jesus our Lord want us to respond to these things?” Actually, that’s a good question. In 
light of all that Jude has revealed, how then shall we live? 

    I think Jude anticipates this question from his readers so he transitions from his 
burning denunciation of the Pretenders to loving counsel on how to persevere faithfully 
in the midst of the spiritual dangers facing the church. One day the Lord will fulfill His 
promise to sum up all things together in Christ and make every wrong right. But until that 
day comes, how shall we live? 

    In our text for this morning I see three exhortations – or two points of positive counsel 
for how to live in these spiritually dangerous times. Actually, there are three, but I think 
we will only have time for two:  



1. Remember the Prophetic Warning: 

2. Keep Yourself in the Love of God: 

I. Remember the Prophetic Warning: (17-19)  
1. Read 17-19  

2. Jude begins with an active imperative – a strong command – to “Remember.” What are 
we to remember? We are to remember the apostle’s teaching about the fact that in the last 
days “mockers” will come.  

3. It’s not difficult to find a number of examples of such warnings: 

A. Matt 24:11, Jesus Himself warned that “Many false prophets will arise and will 
mislead many.” It should be noted that this prophesy was made even before Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. This should encourage us. In the mystery of God’s 
providence He has ordained that false teachers would have their place in 
doxological history. That is, God has determined to glorify Himself in the 
righteous judgment of those who seek to mislead and destroy His church. 

B. 1 John 2:18, The apostle John warns us by writing,  “Children, it is the last hour; 
and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 
appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour… 22Who is the liar but the one 
who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the 
Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father… 26 
These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive 
you.”  

C.  1 Tim. 4:1, Paul warns Timothy, “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times 
some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons…” 

D. 2 Pet. 3:3, Peter declares, “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will 
come with their mocking, following after their own lusts…”   And there are more 
passages like this.  

E. In fact, we can go to Rev. 2, where Jesus speaks to the church of Thyatira, and this 
is what He says (Rev. 2:19-20),  

‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your 
deeds of late are greater than at first. 20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.” 
Friends, this is exactly the kind of false teaching that Jude is warning about! It is the kind 
of false teaching that leads to true antinomianism, where in people are encouraged to cast 
off all the commands and warnings of Scripture by perverting the grace of God into a 
license for immorality.  

F. The point is that warnings about false teachers and Pretenders have been 



repeatedly offered throughout the Scriptures, and we would do well to remember 
them.  

4. It may be unsettling to realize how concerned the biblical authors were about false 
teachers in the church. But Jude is telling us this so we won’t become discouraged. There 
is a hint of tender concern from the beginning (17) where he calls his readers “beloved.” 
Jude believes the most loving thing he can do in this letter is to expose the danger of false 
teachers. And I think He wants us to see that God is sovereign over everything. False 
teachers and Pretenders do not operate outside His control. In the mystery of His 
providence He will use EVEN them to bring Himself glory through their righteous 
judgment and condemnation. In the mean time, we must “Remember” and remain alert.  

5. Then Jude reveals more about who these Pretenders are. He tells us,  

A. (18) They are Pretenders who scoff at the truth. The term “mockers” is kind of a 
technical term used for “imposters and false prophets.”  

B. (18) “They are Pretenders who are lead by their lusts.” In other words, rather 
than being guided by the Spirit and the Word they are dragged along by their 
animal instincts and strong fleshly, immoral, desires.  

Weirsbe observes that  “When a person says, ‘I have intellectual problems with 
the Bible,’ he probably has moral problems [as well] because the Bible 
contradicts what he is doing. The only sure way to know the truth of the Bible is 
by obeying it”  But false teachers don’t want God telling them how to live. So 1

they follow their own ungodly lusts. 

C. (19) “They are Pretenders who love the world.” That is, while presenting 
themselves as super-spiritual they are actually consumed with the things of this 
world. They are simply using the church and religion to get what they want. 
They’re in it for their own ego, the money, fame, or some other idolatrous desire, 
but they have no interest in pleasing Christ. 

D. (19) “They are Pretenders who are religious unbelievers.” Simply stated, they are 
lost, unsaved, unregenerate people. They claim to be spiritual guides but they 
themselves are lost and without God in this world. Having a form of godliness 
they deny its power to make one holy. They claim to have exceptional gifts of the 
Spirit to perform miracles, and prophesy, and heal by the Spirit’s power, but in 
reality God’s Spirit is far from them. So don’t be deceived by their flashy 
spiritual show. These me are ungodly charlatans who have no real connection to 
Christ. 

E. Now if you were flowing closely you may have noticed one phrase that I 
skipped. I save it for last because it doesn’t merely describe who the Pretender’s 
character are but reveals what they do. What do they do to the church? (19) they 
“cause divisions.” 
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     How do you spot a false teacher? Where do you begin looking for one in the 
local church? Look for the person (or people) who are causing division. Look for 
those who, on the one hand, seem to know the Bible better than most, but on the 
other, are using their knowledge and influence to cause needless division in the 
church. Believers who know the Bible, are filled with the Spirit, and who walk 
with God tend to promote unity not division. So if you want to be alert to false 
teachers, begin by having your radar trained in on those who is causing 
unnecessary division in the church. 

6. So how should we live in a world of false teachers. Jude’s first exhortation is to 
Remember what the Apostles Prophesied. False teachers will come. Second… 

II. Keep Yourself in the Love of God: (20-21) 
1. Read 20-21 
2. Notice the terms of contrast here: BUT You! In contrast to the Pretenders 
who have no true union with Christ, your life should be a stark contrast to 
theirs.  
3. Notice once again the tender concern Jude has for His readers as 
evidenced by the endearing term, “beloved.” And that seems especially 
appropriate since at this point he is turning from further discussion about 
false teachers to a positive exhortation to believers.  
3. Jude understands that growth in the faith will not occur if one simply 
focuses on battling the Pretenders. We must also be careful to tend to our 
own hearts. We must keep ourselves “in the sphere of God’s love.”   This is 2

what these verses are aiming at.  
4. Now some translations have four commands here – “Build,” “Pray,” and 
“Keep, and “Wait.” But in the Greek there is only one command, and that is 
to “Keep.” “Keep yourselves in the love of God.” The other terms are all 
participles; namely, Building, Praying, and Waiting.  The first two come 
before the command and the third after.   
4. Each of the participle find their orbit around the command to “Keep 
yourselves in the love of God.” Each of them tells us HOW to “keep 
ourselves in the love of God.” This is another example of Jude’s triplets. In 
this case each one sets forth a means for keeping ourselves in God’s love.  
5. We also notice the implicit reference to the Trinity in these verses.  Jude 3

referred to praying in the Holy Spirit, the love of God (its safe to infer he 
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means the Father), and the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ – all three Persons 
of the Trinity. So its safe to say that Jude’s exhortation is very God-centered.  
6. Now, before we look at the three means (or ways) of keeping ourselves in 
the love of God, we need to ask what that means. What does it mean to keep 
ourselves in the love of God. 

A.First, it does NOT mean that we are to keep ourselves where God can love us. As 
S. Lewis Johnson liked to say God’s love is unsought, undeserved, and 
unconditional.   4

B. What it does mean is that we should actively abide in the love of God. Jesus 
introduced this idea in John 15 where He used the illustration of the Vine and the 
branches. He said (Jn. 15:4-5, 9),  

• John 15:4–5, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in 
Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in 
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

•  V. 9  “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My 
love. 

C. To abide in His love is to “remain,” “to stay,” “to continue to live” in Christ and 
his love. The vine and the branches passage is all about our union with Christ. We 
are connected to Him is such a spiritually organic way that it can best be 
illustrated by the connection between a branch and its vine, or a body and its head 
(Eph.). And yet to “abide” is not a passive thing. In fact, when Jesus says “abide in 
me” the term “abide” is a command. He is telling us something we must do, just as 
Jude is telling us there is something we must do? 

D. So what does it mean to “abide in Christ?” The whole passage in John is about the 
true disciple’s active dependence upon Christ for spiritual life because of our 
union with Him. A branch is absolutely dependent upon the vine. It gets its life 
from the vine. It gets its fruit-bearing power from the vine. To “abide in Christ”, 
then, means that we continually live in absolute conscious dependence upon Him. 
We recognize that, like branches, we live in Union with the True Vine. We have 
NO life apart from the True Vine. There is no power to bear true spirit fruit apart 
from the True Vine. There is a word for branches that are not connected to the 
vine: Jesus calls them “Dead.” And they are good for nothing but to be gathered up 
and cast into the fire. 

E. So to abide in Christ means to be actively and obediently dependent upon Jesus 
Christ for everything that is our spiritual life. 
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F.  Likewise, to abide in His love means to actively cultivate the enjoyment of His 
love. That is we remind ourselves frequently and in every circumstance of the love 
and goodness of God for us as revealed in the gospel. Our union with Christ - 
purchased by the cross and sealed by the resurrection - makes us not only the 
beneficiaries of redemption but the eternal objects of the Father’s love. It is a love 
that is Unsought, Undeserved, and Unconditional.  

G. To keep yourselves in the love of God, then, means “to dwell in the love of God, 
to delight in the love of God, to be cheered by the love of God,  to depend upon 5

the love of God. To keep yourselves in the love of God is to remind yourself day 
after day that everything you have or ever will receive from God comes to you 
because of His unsought, undeserved, unconditional love. 

H. And the evidence that you are keeping yourself in the love of God (or “abiding in 
His love) is joyful, trusting, obedience to His word. Why do I add that obedience 
to the equation? Because Jesus said, “John 15:10 “If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. To the one who knows the love of God, 
obedience is  joy. 

I. This in turn becomes an amazingly powerful deterrent to sin. As flies will not 
come to honey if it is boiling hot but when it is cold, so if the heart 
is boiling hot [for Christ] and the affections working, it will keep out 
vain thoughts and temptations.... There must be strength of 
affections.  6

7. Do you want to protect yourself from false teachers? Then “keep yourselves in the love 
of God.” As Ligon Duncan puts it, “When you are awash in the sense of God’s grace and 
love for you, you are not vulnerable to the false teacher’s fake pitch”  and phony 7

promises. 

8. You say, “okay, tell me how. How do I keep myself in the love of God?” That’s a good 
question! And Jude answers it for us.  

A. First (20), we should understand that the terms is NOT “yourself” but 
“yourselves.” That is,we should be building one another up in our most holy 
faith.   

1) The term for build yourselves here is plural. Mark Dever explains, Jude 
“is not saying to build oneself up. He is saying to build one another up. 
There is no Lone Rangerism here. We together are God’s temple where he 
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dwells (1 Cor. 3:16).”  8

2) In other words, we are to be involved in one another’s lives, helping each 
other grow in the knowledge and practice of God’s word.  

3) We see this all the way back in Acts 2 where the believers “devoted 
themselves to the apostle’s teaching, to the fellowship of breaking bread, 
and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).   

4) Do you want to keep yourselves in the love of God? Be devoted to sound 
doctrine in knowledge and practice. Helping each other grow in this way 
is what discipleship is all about.  

B. Second (20), we should pray in the Spirit.  

1) Praying in the Spirit is not about praying in an unknown tongue, or 
anything like that. It means praying according to the Spirit’s will.  

2) Back in John 15 once again, where Jesus talked about abiding in Him, He 
goes on to say, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” Praying in the Spirit 
means to pray in a manner consistent with God’s word. 

3)  A striking parallel passage is Ephesians 6:18 which says, “And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.”  Listen 
beloved, don’t get all bogged down in trying to figure out a new way to 
pray, just pray!  

4) And as you pray, as you cast all your cares upon Him, and ask for 
wisdom, and offer Him worship, prayer in an do of it self will help keep 
you in the love of God. 

C. Third, we should Long for Christ’s return.  

1) Waiting here has an eschatological focus. We are waiting eagerly for the 
mercy of Jesus’ return. Jude is “exhorting his readers to keep their hope in 
view. We have only a short time to wait and to remain faithful.”  9

2) Jude says we should wait for the mercy of God leading to eternal life. 
There is a sense in which eternal life begins the moment we believe. But 
in a fuller experiential sense, eternal life will begin the moment we see 
Jesus face to face. (already / not yet). 

3) If “mercy” usually refers to God helping us when we are in need, then the 
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coming of the Lord Jesus is the ultimate mercy! It is the ultimate help for 
which we have longed since the day we first believed.  

4) Keeping the promise of Christ’s return at the forefront of our minds will 
help us Keep ourselves in the love of God.  

B.I. While we wait for the final mercy of Christ’s return we must remember the apostles 
warnings and keep ourselves in the love of God.


