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GOD’S GLORIOUS DECREE 
(SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2015) 

Scripture reading – Isaiah 46; Eph. 1:1-14 
INTRODUCTION 

Meditation on God’s eternal nature and power.  
Job 38:4  “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?  Tell Me, if you 
have understanding. 

Isaiah 40:13  Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD,  Or as His counselor has taught 
Him?  

14  With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him,  And taught Him in the 
path of justice?  Who taught Him knowledge,  And showed Him the way of 
understanding?  

15  Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket,  And are counted as the small dust on 
the scales;  Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing.   

Daniel 4:34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and 
my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored 
Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom 
is from generation to generation.  

35  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will 
in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His 
hand  Or say to Him, “What have You done?” 

Yet, so sadly, men want to question God. 
Rom. 9:14   What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not!   

Rom. 9:19   You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted 
His will?”  20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing 
formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 

Our focus today is on God’s glorious decree. 
By decree we are speaking of His eternal plan that includes every aspect of His creation. 
There is a single plan God has sovereignly determined. 
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Now, often the word decree is used in the plural – decrees. 
In the plural we give attention that God’s plan includes every individual thing and event.1 
So God has one glorious plan – decree – that includes every aspect of His creation – decrees. 
There are many people today who think this teaching on God’s decree is horrible. Men and 
women simply are robots. 
Here is another area where man’s supposed knowledge and logic must be conformed to what is 
clearly revealed in God’s Word. 
There certainly is a place for asking honest questions and trying to understand the challenging 
things that God’s Word declares. 
But the final test of truth is not whether I like something or I think it fits in with my thinking. 
The test of truth is God’s Word.  
All of my logic and thinking must be conformed to what God teaches me through His Word and 
by the Holy Spirit. 
May you be humbled and encouraged by God’s glorious plan for all things! 
We will be considering four main points. 
1) God has an eternal plan or decree that includes all things. 
2) God did not merely forecast or just see in advance what would take place, but has planned all 
things. 
3) God is not the author of sin. 
4) God’s predestination does not make us robots. 
 

1) GOD HAS AN ETERNAL PLAN OR DECREE THAT INCLUDES ALL THINGS. 
We have observed repeatedly how Paul writing to relatively young believers presented deep 
spiritual truths. 
The opening chapter of Ephesians is no exception. 
We read the first fourteen verses earlier. 
What do we see about God’s decree, His eternal plan, in just these opening verses? 

                                                
1 John Frame, The Doctrine of God, 206. 



Page 3 of 9 - 8/9/15 

Let us consider four things from these verses related to God’s plan. 
First, verse 4. 

4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love, 

The verb chose comes from the Greek verb to elect, a verb used about 21 times in the NT. 
What deep and precious truth is in this verse! 

Our election is in Christ. 
Our election is not the result of our own goodness or decisions. 
Our election, God’s choice, was before the foundation of the world. 
Our election leads to our righteous standing before a holy God. 

Second, verse 5 then speaks of God’s predestination. 
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, 

Now, some people without any proof, say, well predestine means that God knew something 
beforehand and therefore predestined what He knew would happen. 
This definition might sound good to some, but it is not the meaning that is found in Greek 
lexicons nor does this definition fit the truth of Scripture. 
The word predestine means to decide from the beginning2 or decide upon beforehand.3 
The glory entirely belongs unto God. 

He decided from the beginning that we would be adopted as His sons through the work of 
Jesus Christ. 
And all of this is according to the good pleasure of His will. 

This means that the reason for God’s eternal work cannot be connected with man, but with 
God alone. 

Third, verse 11 speaks again of God’s work of predestination. 
11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 

                                                
2 UBS Lexicon. 
3 BDAG. 
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This is the same verb as is used in verse 5. 
It is also the same verb used in Romans 8:29 and 30 which speaks of God’s glorious work of 
salvation. 
Fourth, verse 11 speaks of God’s purpose and counsel that includes all things. 

according to the purpose of Him… 

The word purpose is another word that speaks of God’s plan. 
Rom. 8:28   And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

Rom. 9:11 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who 
calls), 

2Tim. 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before time began, 

Eph. 1:11 …who works all things according to the counsel of His will. 

Is there room in this verse for God just doing some things according to an eternal plan? 
Now, this is beyond our full comprehension. 
But this is clearly what Scripture teaches, not just here but throughout the Word of God. 

Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart to all 
generations. 

Is. 46:10  Declaring the end from the beginning,  And from ancient times things that are 
not yet done,  Saying, “My counsel shall stand,  And I will do all My pleasure,’ 

God has an eternal plan or decree that includes all things. 
2) GOD DID NOT MERELY FORECAST OR JUST SEE IN ADVANCE WHAT WOULD TAKE PLACE, BUT 
HAS PLANNED ALL THINGS 

I have already commented on this point, but I think it is worth discussing in greater detail. 
There are really only three positions one can try to take. 
First, some say that God doesn’t know the future in terms of the thoughts and actions of men. 
One of the views that advocates this doctrine is called Open Theism.  
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It is not at all biblical, however much it tries to be. 
Essentially this view exalts man. Man’s will becomes the main force in creation, and God is one 
who in the end has to learn, take risks, and reacts to what man does.4 
A second faulty view is that God knows the future but has not predestined all things. 
Those who hold this view say that predestination is simply God knowing what would take place 
in the future. 
Now supposedly this view gets God off the hook as it were and preserves man’s freedom and 
choice. 
But if God is to be blamed for His plan that includes all things, how can God not be blamed for 
knowing all things and yet still deciding to move ahead based on what he knows? 
We have already noted that the words elect, purpose, and predestinate do not mean that God 
simply forecasted or knew what would take place and then made that part of His plan. 
The Bible does use the verb foreknow. But this verb doesn’t mean simply that God saw 
something and then made a plan. 
Rather this verb speaks of God’s eternal, covenant relationship with His people even before they 
existed in time. 

Jer. 1:4   Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:  5  “Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you;  Before you were born I sanctified you;  I ordained you a prophet to 
the nations.” 

God did not merely forecast or just see in advance what would take place, but has planned all 
things. 
 

3) GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF SIN 
We should never be ashamed to celebrate and boldly speak God’s truth as it has been revealed. 
We always must do this, though, in a humble manner. 
Why? 
Knowing the truth does not mean that we can easily explain every detail. 
Knowing the truth does not mean that we exhaustively understand what God has revealed. 

                                                
4 http://www.challies.com/articles/challenges-to-the-church-open-theism 
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How can God have a plan that includes every detail related to the history of the world and yet 
not be called the author of sin? 
This is in part why some want to emphasize man’s freedom so that God is not blamed. 
We must confess that we are dealing with a challenging issue – the place of sin in God’s 
exhaustive plan. 
John Calvin stated, 

But how it was ordained by the foreknowledge and decree of God what man’s future was 
without God being implicated as associate in the fault as the author and approver of 
transgression, is clearly a secret so much excelling the insight of the human mind that I 
am not ashamed to confess ignorance.5 

The WCF uses the expression, “God is not the author of sin.” 
What exactly does this mean that God is not the author of sin? 
The Confession here is summarizing the language of Scripture that God cannot be blamed for 
human sin. 
Listen to several passages that make this very clear. 

James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot 
be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.  

1John 1:5  This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that 
God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 

Sin is rebellion against God’s holy decree. It is not something created. 
Though we cannot explain it fully, God’s plan includes all of man’s sin and rebellion, and yet 
God cannot be blamed or called the author of sin. 
One illustration that can be helpful at least in part is to think of a playwright like Shakespeare 
who in his plays deals profoundly with good and evil. 
In Shakespeare’s play, Macbeth, the character named Macbeth kills King Duncan. In analyzing 
this play, we don’t say that Shakespeare killed Duncan.  
No, the blame is placed on Macbeth. Macbeth was the one who killed Duncan. 
                                                
5 Quoted by John Frame, 296 from John Calvin, Eternal Predestination, 296. 
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And yet we understand that Shakespeare was the one who ultimately is in charge of the events of 
the play. 
As I say this illustration might be helpful without believing it gives us everything we might like 
to know.6 
Though we rightfully seek to understand as best we can in the end the best response is always to 
bow before God in humility and praise. 

Rom. 11:33   Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!  

John Frame states: 
The very transcendence of God plays a significant role in biblical responses to the 
problem of evil. Because God is who he is, the covenant Lord, he is not required to 
defend himself against charges of injustice. He is the Judge, not we. Very often in 
Scripture, when something happens that calls God’s goodness into question, God 
pointedly refrains from explaining. Indeed, he often rebukes those human beings who 
question him.7 

God is not the author of sin. 
4) GOD’S PREDESTINATION DOES NOT MAKE US ROBOTS 

Some say, well predestination turns men and women into robots. This is a very common 
response you hear from those who do not want to accept God’s sovereign decree as including all 
of creation. 
If God has planned all things, where is the place for freedom and responsibility? I am just a pawn 
being moved around. 
Such a response comes from a human-based standard rather than a careful reflection on God’s 
Word. 
What is the most wicked act ever conceived and executed that will never be repeated again? 
Greater than any genocide, act of terrorism, or holocaust was the murder of Jesus Christ at the 
hand of the Romans through the instigation of our Lord’s own people. 
Two times the book of Acts talks about the death of Jesus Christ and those responsible for it. 
The first passage comes from Peter’s great sermon on the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts 2. 

                                                
6 Frame discusses this illustration, 298-299. 
7 Frame, 299. 
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Acts 2:22   “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to 
you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves also know—  23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and 
foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 

Purpose and foreknowledge both speak of God’s plan not merely God forseeing or predicting the 
future. 
And yet Peter tells his listeners, you are responsible. 
You are not just robots or pawns. 
You stand guilty before a holy God. And yet there is mercy shown to those who call on God. 
The second passage comes from Acts 4. 
Here we have a record of one the most awesome prayer meetings ever. For when it was finished, 
there was an earthquake. 
Here is how the apostles prayed. 

Acts 4:27   “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 
to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done.  29 Now, 
Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may 
speak Your word, 

Do you see again how perfectly God’s control and human responsibility are brought 
together? 
God’s decree does not make men robots, but it is revealed so that we will utterly humble 
ourselves before God. 

Romans 9:16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who 
shows mercy. 

God’s perfect, all-embracing plan means we can fully rest in Him.  
We are not robots but those called to trust. 

Matt. 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to 
the ground apart from your Father’s will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

 
CONCLUSION 
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The WCF concludes its section on God’s Eternal Decree with these words. 
 3.8. The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special 
prudence and care, that men, attending the will of God revealed in His Word, and 
yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of their effectual vocation, be 
assured of their eternal election. So shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, reverence, 
and admiration of God; and of humility, diligence, and abundant consolation to all that 
sincerely obey the Gospel. 

 
Closing Hymn: 90 
 

BENEDICTION – HEBREWS 13:20-21 
Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good 
work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 


