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Jude 1:1-25

“It was needful for me to write unto you, and to exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 1:3b

Popular “wisdom” says there are two things you should never talk about: religion and politics. 
By contrast, God speaks through Jude and exhorts: “earnestly contend for the faith.”

Jude intended to write regarding the great salvation that he and his readers possessed in common. 
But that plan was preempted by a more pressing matter. Ungodly men had subtly entered their 
midst, advocating wicked, shameful behavior and threatening great harm to the church. They had 
to be exposed and opposed. Jude saw it necessary to exhort readers to contend for the faith, and 
offered encouragements to “earnestly contend for the faith.”

1. “The faith . . . was once delivered unto the saints” (3b). This means that once for all, God has 
given the body of divine, saving truth. Nothing needs to be added; it is complete. Any addition or 
deletion destroys “the faith.” It must be defended against all revisions, “corrections” or 
departures.

2. “Certain men crept in unawares” (4a). Those who corrupt “the faith” and the conduct it 
prescribes are subtle and crafty. Their entrance and motivation are not announced. They enter 
deceptively that they might harm the faith and its adherents. Vigilance is necessary.

3. God is able and willing to deal with such corrupters, thus we shouldn’t fear, cower or despair 
before them (5-7). Three examples of His doing so are Israelites who were delivered from 
Egyptian bondage, but never entered the Promised Land; angels who rebelled and were cast out 
of heaven; and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah who were destroyed by fire and brimstone. 

4. Jesus Christ will return to earth, and will judge these perverse men (14-15). He will return 
with “ten thousands of his saints,” evidence of the power and reliability of “the faith . . . once 
delivered unto the saints.” As early as the seventh generation of humanity, this was foretold by 
Enoch, one of the godliest men who ever lived (Genesis 5:18-24). 

5. The presence of such wicked men is not the failure of God’s plan. In fact, it confirms “the 
faith,” inasmuch as both Christ and His apostles “told you there should be mockers in the last 
time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts” (17-18). All is as Christ said it would be.

6. God “is able to keep you from falling” (24).

7. God is able “to preserve you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding 
joy” (24).



8. God is the “only wise God our Savior” (25).

9. All “glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever,” are His (25).


