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SIN, CURSE, AND BLESSING 

(SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2014) 

Scripture Reading: Gen. 9:18-29; Ephesians 2 

INTRODUCTION 

1. In our sanctification, the goal is never that we will start to see what fine people we are, 
but what a wonderful and gracious God we serve. 

2. The reason we can take sin seriously is that we know God’s forgiveness and His plan of 
redemption will not be stopped even by man’s rebellion. 

3. In my first sermon on Genesis, I presented that we see the pattern of creation, fall, 
judgment, and redemption two times told in Genesis 1-11. 

4. I believe we can see this same pattern in the final verses of chapter 9. 

5. Consider the hideous nature and effects of your sin and yet the even greater grace 
found in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. This is what I want to emphasize from this last part of the account of the flood and the 
sons of Noah. 

7. We will look at Gen. 9:18-29 in three parts: vv. 18-19, 20-27, and 28-29. 

 

I. THE WHOLE EARTH HAS DESCENDED FROM NOAH’S THREE SONS, VV. 18-19 

1. These two verses connect the great account of the flood with the sad account that 
follows.  

A. They went out of the ark. 

B. The whole earth was populated 

1) Another testimony to a global flood 

2) Everyone living descends from Adam and Eve, Noah and his wife, and 
then either from Shem, Ham, or Japheth. 

 

2. Shem, Ham, and Japheth have been mentioned several times already. 

A. Key reference in Genesis 5:32 
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Gen. 5:32   And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth. 

1) Why the order? 

2) Not necessarily from oldest to youngest. 

3) Might be for literary reasons. 

4) Gordon Wenham cites the thoughts of another scholar that in pairs of words, 
Hebrew tends to put the short word first. 

5) Shem, Ham, and Japheth reads more easily than Shem, Japheth, and Ham.1 

 

3. Ham was the father of Canaan 

A. According to Gen. 10:6, Ham was the father of Cush, Mizraim, Put, and 
Canaan. 

B. Why is Canaan only mentioned here? 

C. He is mentioned here clearly because of mention of his name in the following 
verses. 

4. Let’s consider now the main account in verses 20-27. 

 

  

II. CONSIDER AGAIN THE HORROR AND CURSE OF SIN AND GOD'S UNDESERVED 

GRACE AND BLESSING, VV. 20-27 

1. Noah and his sons entered a new world, a new creation, but a world still under the 
curse of sin. 

A. The wicked have been washed away, but sin still remains. 

1) Remember the reference to man’s sinful nature in Gen. 8:21. 

Gen. 8:21 And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in 
His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the 

                                                
1 Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1–15, vol. 1 of Word Biblical Commentary. 
Accordance/Thomas Nelson electronic ed. (Waco: Word Books, 1987), 201. 
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imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every 
living thing as I have done. 

2) Genesis 9:6 testifies that there will be murder and the need for proper 
restitution through the death penalty. 

B. Sin remains most sadly even in the hearts of those who have been given God's 
grace. 

 

2. Life must have been challenging for Noah and his sons. 

A. Imagine having to raise all your food on your own. 

B. We can only assume Noah would have had some tools and seed on the ark. 

C. It would have been a great challenge for Noah and his sons to again establish 
themselves and provide for all their needs. 

 

3. Verse 20 speaks of Noah as being a man of the earth, a farmer. 

A. Some have wanted to see more in this title, but I don't think this is necessary. 

 

3. Noah as a farmer also established a vineyard. 

A. I don't think we have to assume this was the first time in earth's history anyone 
cultivated grapes. 

Matt. 24:38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 

B. Gordon Wenham does point out interestingly that post flood, the vine comes from 
Armenia, the location of where the ark landed.2 

 

4. The planting of this vineyard we can say is significant given the hopes of Noah’s father, 
Lamech. 

                                                
2 Wenham, 198. 
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Gen. 5:29 And he called his name Noah, saying, “This one will comfort us 
concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the 
LORD has cursed.” 

A. Wine in Scripture is associated with rest and joy. 

Psalm 104:14  He causes the grass to grow for the cattle,  And vegetation for 
the service of man,  That he may bring forth food from the earth, 15  And wine 
that makes glad the heart of man,  Oil to make his face shine,  And bread which 
strengthens man’s heart. 

B. According to one article I read, it can take about 3 years before a new vineyard is able 
to produce grapes.3 

C. Obviously Noah and his sons were engaged in a number of tasks after they left the ark. 

 

5. Are we to see in verse 21 that Noah sinned in drinking wine to excess? 

A. Some commentators old and new seek to say simply that Noah had some wine 
and then took a nap. 

B. The text itself doesn’t comment directly on Noah’s actions. 

C. However, it is very hard to say that Scripture does not place any blame on the 
great patriarch Noah. 

D. Yes, wine properly used can be a great blessing. 

E. But Scripture presents very honestly the shame of drunkenness and the sins that 
often are associated with it. 

F. There are two OT passages which certainly seem to have this shameful account 
of Noah in view. 

Lam. 4:21  Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom,  You who dwell in the 
land of Uz!  The cup shall also pass over to you  And you shall become drunk 
and make yourself naked.  

                                                
3 http://homeguides.sfgate.com/long-grape-vines-produce-grapes-56962.html 
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Hab. 2:15  “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbor,  Pressing him to your 
bottle,  Even to make him drunk,  That you may look on his nakedness! 

 

6. Certainly it is legitimate application to see a warning in this passage. 

A. Noah a man saved by God’s grace who was used in such a significant way, and 
yet a man who was also a sinner. 

B. See and hear again the warning of God’s Word as it is so clear that drinking to 
excess is foolish and sinful. 

Eph. 5:17   Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled 
with the Spirit, 

 

7. I think another reason to see that this account is showing Noah’s actions to be sinful is 
reference to becoming uncovered. 

A. After Adam and Eve sinned, they knew they were naked. 

B. Here there is a similar pattern. After Noah’s sin, he became uncovered. 

C. Now we should observe importantly, that Noah became uncovered in his tent. 

D. This is significant in at least two respects. 

1) Noah wasn’t parading in front of his entire family drunk and naked. 

2) The reference to the tent highlights the rebellion of Ham. 

 

8. It is the sin of Ham that is the central focus of this text. 

A. We are given only limited details, but Ham for whatever reason went inside of 
Noah’s tent and observed his father drunk and naked. 

B. And then as part of his rebellion, Ham went back out of the tent and shared 
what he had seen with his two brothers. 
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9. Many have speculated concerning the nature of Ham’s sin. Did he do even more 
wickedly than what we read here? 

A. I don’t believe we have to read anything more than what we see here. We 
simply have to understand the wickedness of his actions. 

B. The sin of Ham is his great disrespect of his father and even more what might 
be an attempt to rebel against his father’s authority. 

C. An ancient Ugaritic story states “that a son should take his father ‘by the hand 
when he is drunk, carries him when he’s sated with wine.’”4 

 

10. The sin of Ham is contrasted by the actions of Shem and Japheth. 

A. The text shows how very carefully and respectfully they acted to cover up their 
father’s nakedness. 

B. Listen to the comments of Gordon Wenham here. 

In contrast to the terse brevity with which Ham’s deed is described, the 
description of Shem and Japhet’s response is distinctly repetitious and long-
winded. The narrative is slowed down so that the listener can appreciate their 
meritorious deeds and their utter propriety. Notice how it is twice said that they 
went “backwards,” and that they covered and did not see “their father’s 
nakedness.” This slower pace allows the listener not only to reflect on these sons’ 
modesty, but to visualize the awkwardness of their task. Backing into a tent trying 
to cover their sleeping father without looking at him must have been quite a 
tricky operation! They used “a cloak” to cover Noah, that is, the outer daytime 
garment also used as a blanket at night.5 

 

11. Note in verse 23, the NKJV and ESV read that Shem and Ham took a garment. 

A. The translation would better read, “took the garment.” 

1) This could refer to some article of clothing that they could use to cover their 
father. 

                                                
4 Wenham, 200. Citation from Ugaritic Aqht epic, ANET, 150. 
5 Wenham, 200. 



Page 7 of 11 - 8/10/14 

2) Some see in this reference that Ham took from Noah his cloak, a symbol of his 
authority. 

3) I don’t know that we know enough from the text to be dogmatic, but it is worth 
noting this as a possibility.6 

12. There are two main points of application that we should take from this text. 

A. The first is the horror of gossip and the sharing of information with others who 
don’t have a right to know. 

Prov. 17:9  He who covers a transgression seeks love,  But he who repeats a 
matter separates friends. 

Prov. 18:8  The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles,  And they go down 
into the inmost body. 

B. The second key application is the importance of giving honor to our parents and 
others to whom we legitimately are to give honor. 

Ex. 20:12  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long 
upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. 

 

13. The horror of Ham’s actions thankfully did not go unpunished. 

A. This is not a pleasant text, but we properly rejoice in the judgment and curse 
spoken by Noah upon Canaan and then also his blessing upon Shem and Japheth. 

14. Now another difficulty of this text is that the curse Noah uttered is specifically 
directed against Canaan and not Ham. 

A. What we must say is that God directed Noah to pronounce the specific 
judgment on Canaan, which certainly did affect Ham. 

B. Allen Ross has helpfully written: 

It is unlikely that Canaan was picked out for cursing just because he was the 
youngest son of Ham. On the contrary, the Torah, which shows that God deals 

                                                
6 See the NET Bible and its helpful comment on this. James Jordan cites the article by 
Allen Ross that Ham completed Noah’s nakedness by bring his garment out to his brothers. 
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justly with all men, suggests that Noah saw in him the evil traits that marked his 
father Ham.7 

15. Importantly what we see in the words of Noah in verses 25-27 has great prophetic 
significance. 

A. The words of Noah were not just the ravings of an angry father, but words of 
prophecy that have connection with the rest of Scripture and God’s plan of 
redemption. 

16. The curse of Canaan was that he would be the lowest of slaves in relationship to his 
brethren. 

A. The Canaanite peoples were marked specifically for judgment at the hands of 
the descendants of Shem and Japheth. 

B. History and archaeology show very well why the Canaanites were subject to this 
curse. 

C. What we see in Scripture and what we learn from the study of Canaanite 
culture is that they were a sick, depraved, and rebellious culture. 

D. Judgment would come in God’s timing on the Canaanite culture through the 
actions of Semitic and Japhetic peoples. 

17. It is worth pointing out that some have misinterpreted this passage by saying that 
essentially all the African nations, descendants of Ham, are perpetually cursed. 

A. The whole issue of slavery is complex and much blame rightfully should be 
given to Arab, English, and American slave traders as well as other African tribes, 
but this passage improperly would be used to justify such evil.8 

 

18. We must also consider the great blessing pronounced on Shem and Japheth for their 
honorable actions. 

A. The blessing for Shem is stated primarily in proper relationship to the LORD. 

                                                
7 Allen Ross, “Studies in the Book of Genesis; Part 1: The Curse of Canaan.” Bibliotheca 
Sacra 137, no. 547 (Jul 80): 233. 
8 The ESV Study Bible notes, “This passage was wrongly appealed to in past centuries to 
justify the enslavement of African people, resulting in grievous abuse, injustice, and 
inhumanity to people created in the image of God.” 
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B. Yahweh is stated as being the God of Shem. 

C. It is in the following chapters that we come to understand the significance of 
this declaration in the line of Shem that is recorded in Genesis 11 and the account 
then of Abraham starting also at the end of chapter 11. 

D. God in a very special way would then use the line of Shem and even more 
specifically the line of Abraham to make known the true God and the only way of 
salvation. 

E. We see also at the end of verse 26 reference made to Canaan being the slave of 
Shem. 

F. This we see played out especially in the entrance of Israel into the land of 
Canaan. 

19. Japheth is also given a blessing. 

A. There is a clear play on words in the first part of his blessing.  

1) The name Japheth is directly related to the verb enlarge. 

B. Japheth is further given a blessing of peaceful coexistence with Shem, which is 
the meaning of dwelling in the tents of Shem. 

C. Derek Kidner of this blessing comments: 

The fulfilment of the words let him dwell in (or among) the tents of Shem (RV, RSV) is 
sought almost in vain in the Old Testament,24 but leaps to the eye in the New 
Testament in the ingathering of the Gentiles (Eph. 3:6), predominantly from the 
west. The fact that this reading of the oracle makes it a prediction of great events, 
instead of a pious retrojection of twelfth-century politics, will disturb only the 
resolutely sceptical.9 

20. Part of the great call of this text is to have us see how God’s hand is part of every 
detail of history as well as to the grand scheme of His glorious plan of redemption. 

 

                                                
9 Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 1 of Tyndale Old 
Testament Commentaries. IVP/Accordance electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity 
Press, 1967), 112. 
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III. NOAH'S LONG LIFE AND DEATH SHOW GOD'S JUDGMENT AND ALSO HIS 

MERCY, VV. 28-29 

1. Let us review what we find in Genesis related to Noah and his long life. 

A. Genesis 5:32 that we have noted already tells us that when Noah was 500 he 
begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

B. Genesis 7:6 states that Noah was 600 when the floodwaters were on the earth. 

C. Genesis 9:28 must be then understood to include the approximately one year of 
the flood. 

D. And so the math quite easily lines up, Noah living to the incredible age of 950. 

2. Noah is the last of the patriarchs to live into the 900’s. 

A. Shem would live to the age of 600 and would live well into the time of Abraham. 

3. Consider a few other interesting facts. 

A. Noah is born 1056 years after creation. 

B. Noah dies at 2006 years after creation, approximately 1998 B.C. 

C. Abram is born two years after Noah’s death. 

4. In terms of summarizing OT history we can say that Noah dies at the midpoint and 
Abram is born at the midpoint of OT history. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Consider the hideous nature and effects of your sin and yet the even greater grace found 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 400 

 

Benediction – 2 Peter 3:17-18 

You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from 
your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in the grace 
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and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and 
forever. Amen. 

 


