
08/07/16

THE SIXTH TRUMPET, REVELATION 9:12-21 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation, chapter 9.  We’re going to read 
together the entire chapter, though the focus of our study today will be on the last half of it, in 
verses 12 through 21.  Follow along then as I read Revelation chapter 9: 

“1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was 
given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke 
out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of 
the smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that 
they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only 
those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. 5 And to them it was given that they 
should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the 
torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 6 And in those days shall men seek death, and 
shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 7 And the shapes of the 
locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like 
gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and 
their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; 
and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was 
to hurt men five months. 11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless 
pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name 
Apollyon. 12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter. 

“13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels 
which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed, which were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 16 And 
the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the 
number of them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having 
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads 
of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the 
third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of 
their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto 
serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. 20 And the rest of the men which were not 
killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship 
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, 
nor hear, nor walk: 21 neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornication, nor of their thefts.” 

Now as we have been looking at the trumpet judgments, we have seen that they are God’s 
punishment on the wicked in this age for the evil they have committed against God and His 



people.  The trumpet judgments are the answer of God to the prayers of persecuted saints for 
vengeance to be wrought upon those who have persecuted them.  We saw this back in chapter 6, 
verse 10, when it says that “they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?”   

We saw these prayers also being offered in chapter 8, verses 3 to 5, when it says, “3 And another 
angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much 
incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, 
ascended up before God out of the angel’s hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it 
with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake.” 

So what is happening in these seven trumpet judgments is God is answering the prayers of the 
saints in heaven and in earth for vengeance upon their persecutors.  God is executing vengeance 
in this age on those who persecute His people, and these trumpet judgments describe what this 
vengeance consists of and what it looks like. 

Now we looked at the first four trumpets of judgment a couple of weeks ago in chapter 8.  We 
saw that God’s vengeance against the wicked is executed through disasters in the realm of nature, 
in the first four trumpets.  These were physical punishments executed in the physical realm of 
nature. 

But the fifth trumpet, which we studied together last week in the first half of chapter 9, revealed 
to us that God’s judgments against the wicked not only take place in the physical realm, as in the 
first four trumpets, but also now in the spiritual realm, in this fifth trumpet.  In Revelation 9, 
verses 1 to 11, we saw that after Satan was cast out of heaven, he came down to the earth and 
unleashed his lies and deceptions in order to obscure the light of the gospel and in order to 
promote immorality and wickedness.  This was the smoke that came up out of the pit.   

Furthermore, we saw that Satan unleashed his demons to torment and oppress the wicked, and 
these were the locusts that came out of the pit.  Through the work of his demons, Satan brings 
extreme mental, emotional, and spiritual anguish upon the unsaved.  The demons torment the 
unsaved with pain in their souls that is likened unto the sting of a scorpion.  Because of demonic 
activity, hopelessness and depression and despair are what characterize the lost.  They go on in 
the misery of a living death, afraid to die but miserable to be alive. 

The wicked are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.  
“There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.”  And this lack of peace is due to this demonic 
torment that is described in this fifth seal.  Satan is a destroyer, and destruction in the souls of his 
followers is what he produces through his lies and his deceptions, and through the work of his 
demons that he has unleashed upon his own people.   
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So God not only uses nature to bring His judgments upon the ungodly, as we saw in the first four 
trumpets, he also uses Satan to bring His judgment upon the ungodly in the realm of spiritual 
punishments, as we saw in the fifth trumpet.   

Now this brings us today to the sixth trumpet judgment.  The fifth trumpet judgment unleashed 
deception and misery, as we saw last week.  But the sixth trumpet judgment unleashes slaughter 
and death.  In this sixth trumpet judgment, the judgment of God against the wicked is greatly 
intensified.  Instead of locusts, there is now a huge army of horsemen mounted on powerful and 
frightening horses; and instead of the torment of the scorpion sting, there is now death and 
slaughter.   

The intensity and the awfulness of this sixth trumpet is designed not only to punish the wicked, it 
is also designed to call them to repentance.  But we see that they do not repent, no matter how 
severe the judgment God brings upon them because of the hardness and because of the depravity 
of their hearts.  And this tells us that we should not expect that the world will repent if we just 
supplied them with enough reasons for doing so, and just put enough pressure on them to do it.   

No matter how severe God’s judgments, the world goes on in its rebellion and its defiance, 
because people would rather destroy themselves than submit to God.  They would rather be 
consumed with wars than submit themselves to the Prince of Peace.  In a word, they would rather 
be slaughtered than saved.  They would rather have war than worship the true and the living God.  
When people rebel against God, they do not triumph over God, they are simply destroyed by 
God, and this sixth trumpet describes this destruction.   

Now the destruction that is described in this sixth trumpet is that of satanically inspired and 
satanically driven war in which hundreds of millions of people have been killed throughout this 
age.  When nations wage war with one another, and when kings declare war and pursue 
conquest, this appears on the surface to be a manmade disaster of epic proportions, and indeed it 
is.  But behind those men who declare these wars and who wage these wars is a satanic 
inspiration, a satanic motivation, and a satanic energy that moves these men to engage in the 
holocaust of war.   

The sixth trumpet of judgment, then, represents all of the wars that occur between the first and 
the second coming of Christ, all of which are satanically driven and satanically inspired, and 
which are instigated and carried out by evil men seeking to conquer and to control and to oppress 
other peoples and other nations.  War is a man-made disaster of epic proportions, inspired by 
Satan and used by God as a judgment upon the wicked in this age.  This, then, is the nature of the 
sixth trumpet, and what we want to do this morning is consider it together in more detail.   

In the first place then this morning, let us consider together the origin of the judgment of war.  
The origin of the judgment of war is found in verses 12 to 14: “12 One woe is past; and, behold, 
there come two woes more hereafter. 13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from 
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the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel which had the 
trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.” 

Now from the time of Christ to this present day, wars have been fought in every nation and wars 
have been fought all around the world.  Furthermore, they have been fought in every generation.  
There has been no century; indeed, there has been no decade that has been free from war.  War is 
a terrible thing.  The sorrow it causes, and the destruction it brings to pass, and the cost to 
humanity that it incurs, cannot be calculated.  War is the worst thing that people can inflict on 
one another, and it is the most terrible thing that people can do to each other.  War is a terrible 
scourge on humanity, and the question is, if it is so awful—and it is—then why does it occur so 
much?  Well this passage before us today tells us why. 

The first reason why war occurs is that war is a judgment of God.  War is a judgment of God.  
Notice verses 13 and 14: “13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns 
of the golden altar which is before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose 
the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.”   

Now as the sixth angel sounds the trumpet of God’s judgment, a voice from the golden altar in 
heaven speaks.  This golden altar is the same altar spoken of back in Revelation 6, verse 9 and 
10, where we see the souls of the saints in heaven beneath the golden altar crying out, How long, 
O Lord, will it be before you exercise vengeance on those who killed us?  This is the same 
golden altar that’s spoken of in chapter 8, verses 3 to 5, when the prayers of all the saints are 
offered before God for vengeance, and God casts out His lightnings and thunderings, and the 
seven angels with their seven trumpets assemble and begin to sound.  This golden altar spoken of 
here in verse 13 is the same altar where saints are offering their prayers to God for vengeance 
upon their persecutors.   

This altar is said to be “before God,” and God now speaks in response to the prayers of the 
people of God, and directs this sixth angel who had the trumpet to release the four angels who 
are bound in the great river Euphrates.  And so the result of this act of God in directing the 
release of these four angels, is that terrible war breaks out upon the earth.   

The point is simply this: God is control of the wars that occur among the nations.  God is in 
control of wars as to when they occur, God is in control of wars as to who is involved, and God 
is in control of wars as to the length of time that they go on.  God inflicts war on the world as a 
judgment on the world for her persecution of Christians and for her rebellion against God.  He 
inflicts this war by directing these angels to be released.   

Perhaps you have heard the quote from General Sherman of the Northern Army during the Civil 
War, when he said, “War is hell.”  And indeed, war is a foretaste of hell, with all of the misery 
and all of the sorrow and all of the torment that it causes.  The grief and anguish of war, the 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth that the pain of war brings to pass, is a foretaste of 
what hell will be like.   
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God sends this lesser hell of war onto the earth to give wicked men a taste of what the real hell 
will be like that, and to move them to flee from the wrath to come by repenting of their rebellion 
against God.  So then, war is a judgment of God, sent by God as a punishment upon the wicked 
and as a warning to them of the greater wrath that is yet to come.   

But as to the origin of the judgment of war, not only is it a judgment of God, we also see in the 
second place, that war is a work of Satan.  Now while it is true there can be no war without the 
act of God in permitting it, in speaking from before the golden altar that it shall begin to occur, it 
is also true that when God does permit it, it is satanic demons who bring it to pass and who cause 
it to actually occur.   

Notice verse 14 again.  God says “to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four 
angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.”  Now these four angels are evil angels, 
because it says of them that they are “bound.”  The fact that they are bound shows that they are 
not good angels.  Good angels are never bound.  They are free, and they freely do God’s will.  
But these angels are in chains.  They are evil beings who have to be restrained from doing the 
evil they want to do and actually do when their restraints are taken away.  These are evil angels 
who cannot act until God releases them to act and do what it is they desire to do. 

It says of these four evil angels that they are bound in the great river Euphrates.  You recall that it 
was from across this river Euphrates that the enemies of Israel came.  Both the Assyrians that 
attacked the Northern Kingdom, and the Babylonians that attacked the Southern Kingdom, came 
across the river Euphrates to wage war against Israel and to execute the judgment of God on 
Israel.  So historically, war arrived from the Euphrates River, and the Euphrates River is used 
here as a symbol of the coming of war, and as the symbol of God’s judgment on wicked people.   

Now the fact that there are four angels tells us that war will occur all over the earth—in the 
north, in the south, in the east, and in the west—since the number four, as we have seen when we 
studied numerology, symbolizes the whole earth.  The point regarding these four angels is this: 
Once they are released by God, these evil demons become the driving force behind all wars.  
These evil demons inspire and motivate and empower wicked men to go forth conquering and to 
conquer and to take peace from the earth and to cause men to kill one another, as we saw them 
doing in the first seal and in the second seal back in chapter 6 of Revelation.   

Wars are not merely the idea of men.  Wars are driven by demons, inspiring men to engage in it, 
motivating men to pursue it, and empowering men to be able to carry it out.  As one 
commentator said, In times of war, men seem to become incarnate demons.  You know, when 
you think about war and study war and see war, and you see what people do in war, you ask, 
How can people commit those kinds of atrocities?  How can they deny their own humanity to do 
the things that they do?  Well this is how, and this is why, and it’s because they are being driven 
by demons.  Satan loves to steal and to kill and to destroy, and there is no better means for him to 
carry those activities out than to provoke war between nations.   
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So what, then, is the origin of the judgment of war that is visited upon the earth?  War is a 
judgment of God, and war is a work of Satan.  When God releases the demons of war, those 
demons then go out and move wicked men to instigate war, and thereby cause great amounts of 
death and destruction upon the earth.  And so this sixth trumpet describes the origin of war, and 
not just the origin of one war, but the origin of all wars, past, present, and future, that occur in the 
time frame between the first and the second coming of Jesus Christ.   

Having seen then in the first place the origin of the judgment of war in verses 12 to 14, in the 
second place this morning, let us consider together the execution of the judgment of war in 
verses 15 to 19.  Once God has released the demons of war, they employ the instrumentality of 
human agents to carry it out.  Remember the story of Job?  God released Satan to, as it were, go 
to war against Job.  Well what did Satan do?  Satan employed human agents to execute his war 
against Job.  Satan employed the Sabians and Satan employed the Chaldeans to actually carry out 
his evil plans against Job, in order to kill Job’s servants and in order to steal Job’s herds.  And so 
it is here.  The demons of war incite men to carry out the carnage of war.  Demonic desires are 
carried out through human instruments.   

Let us consider several points regarding the execution of the judgment of war.  Notice first of all 
that the time of war is appointed.  Verse 15 says, “And the four angels were loosed, which were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.”  Now 
the timing of the loosing of the demons of war by God is not haphazard.  There is a precise 
timing of war in the decrees of God.  The year, the month, the day, and the hour in which these 
wars occur is determined by God.   

God’s judgments are always precise in their timing.  He does not bring His judgments on the 
wicked in this age either too soon, nor does He bring them too late.  When the wickedness of 
men builds up to a certain point, when the iniquity of a nation is finally full, it is then that God 
brings the temporal judgment of war upon them.  War occurs according to God’s sovereign 
timetable.  Just like every event in history is under the ultimate authority of God, so is war 
between the nations.   

But not only do we see that the time of war is appointed, secondly, we see that the scale of war is 
massive.  Notice verse 16.  It says, “And the number of the army of the horsemen were two 
hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.”  Here John is told the number of 
the army of the horsemen involved, and the number is two hundred million.  Now this number is 
symbolic.  It stands for a vast army that is so large that it cannot be counted.  John must be told 
the number of this army because it would be impossible for him to arrive at the number by 
counting himself.   

Indeed, countless millions of people have made up the armies of the nations throughout this 
present age.  In the last 2,000 years, the number of soldiers that have been enlisted in armies, and 
all the people involved in supporting the work of those soldiers and those armies, is beyond 
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calculation.  Only God knows the number of them.  The point is this, war has been a huge part of 
the God’s judgment on the earth, and Satan and his demons have enlisted vast numbers of people 
to carry out his evil work of stealing and killing and destroying, through the instrument of war in 
this age.   

This satanic work of assembling vast armies to wage war will find its culmination in the final 
battle of Armageddon, in which Satan will gather together a vast transnational coalition army to 
destroy the people of God from off the face of the earth.  The number of the army is two hundred 
million, and two is the number of interdependence.  So we have all of the people of the earth 
interdependently cooperating together to attempt to bring about the eradication of Christianity 
from the earth in that final assembly in the battle of Armageddon.   

But Jesus will return at that point and destroy that satanic army and deliver His people from 
them, as we are told in Revelation chapter 20, verses 7 through 10, when Satan is loosed and he 
gathers the armies of the earth together against the saints and Jesus returns and destroys that 
wicked army and delivers His people.  So the time of war is appointed and the scale of war is 
massive, all throughout this age, and especially that final war at the end of the age.   

Thirdly, not only do we see the time of war is appointed and the scale of war is massive, we see 
the destruction of war is terrible.  This is found in verses 17 to 19:  

“17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, 
and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of 
their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 18 By these three was the third part of men 
killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 
19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and 
had heads, and with them they do hurt.” 

Now horses are extensively referred to in this passage in verses 17 to 19, and the reason why is 
because horses are an established symbol of warfare in the Bible.  Time and again, horses are 
used in a symbolic fashion to refer to the power of armies in war.  For example, in Psalm 20 and 
verse 7, it says “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of 
the LORD our God.”  So chariots and horses are symbolic of military strength and military power.    

However, these horses in this passage are clearly not ordinary horses.  Nothing about these 
horses is to be taken literally.  These horses are visual symbolic images of the terrible destructive 
power of warfare and the terror and fear it provokes and the slaughter and the death that it 
produces.  These horses, from their head to their tail, are equipped and empowered to terrify and 
to destroy.   

These horses represent all the horrors of battle.  Fire and smoke and brimstone are repeatedly 
mentioned in verses 17 to 19.  Fire and smoke and brimstone are, of course, symbols of God’s 
judgment.  We see them falling on Sodom and Gomorrah, do we not?  And then of course, fire 
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and smoke and brimstone are elements of hell, and war is a foretaste of hell.  The fear, the 
destruction, and the death that war produces are all a sample of what hell is going to be like. 

The result of this hellish warfare that occurs between the first and the second coming of Christ is 
that a third of mankind are killed.  This is mentioned in verse 15, and it’s mentioned again in 
verse 18 that a third part of mankind are killed.  Now the number three symbolizes perfection 
and completion and finality.  Therefore, one-third represents a partial and incomplete measure of 
what is being considered.  Clearly, not all of humanity is killed in the judgment of war, but a 
large number of them have been.   

In the twentieth century alone, it is estimated that 100 to 150 million people have died in wars 
across the world.  This is not calculating all the people that died from famine and disease and the 
other things that occurred as a result of war.  And if all of those deaths occurred just in one 
century, only God knows how many died as a result of war in the previous nineteen centuries 
since Christ came the first time.   

War produces immense suffering and destruction around the world and through the centuries, 
and it is an expression of the judgment of God on wicked men, and it is an expression of the 
malevolence of Satan toward wicked men.  It is only when Jesus returns and eradicates sin that 
men will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.   

And that brings us then to our third major point this morning.  Having seen the origin of the 
judgment of war in verses 12 to 14, having seen the execution of the judgment of war in 
verses 15 to 19, now thirdly, we want to consider together the effect of the judgment of war in 
verses 20 to 21.  One of the effects of these temporal judgments of God represented in these six 
trumpets - one of the effects that these temporal judgments should have on men -  is that they 
should be moved to repent, lest a worse thing come upon them.  But sadly, human depravity is so 
great and human pride is so strong that men would rather suffer God’s wrath than worship before 
God’s throne.  The effect of the judgment of war is that men do not repent before God.  Men do 
not repent of their sins. 

Notice first of all, they do not repent of their false worship, verse 20.  “And the rest of the men 
which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they 
should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which 
neither can see, nor hear, nor walk.”   

Now notice, these men who are not Christians, are also not atheists.  There’s no such thing as a 
true atheist.  There are only Christians and idolaters.  There are only those who worship Christ or 
those who worship devils.  Those are the categories of people that are mentioned here.  There are 
the believers of course, and they worship Christ; and then those that are left alive after the 
carnage of war are men who worship devils and worship idols of gold.   
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So-called atheists worship at the altar of science and human reason.  In a word, they worship 
men rather than God.  The lost look to anything other than God as their source of ultimate 
authority, and whatever it is that they look to as their ultimate source of authority becomes their 
god.  Whether it is an actual demon they worship, or a physical idol made of wood or stone, or a 
man or even themselves, all of them are powerless to save them from either the temporal wrath 
of God or the eternal wrath of God.   

But not only do men not repent of their false worship, they do not repent of their awful sins.  
Notice verse 21.  It says, “Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of 
their fornication, nor of their thefts.”  No matter how much suffering their sins cause them, no 
matter how much they experience the temporal wrath of God for those sins, they continue right 
on doing them.  The classic example of this is Pharaoh in Egypt, right?  It didn’t matter how 
many judgments God brought on Pharaoh, he just kept right on defying God and rebelling 
against God, up until the time he was destroyed by God in the Red Sea.  Temporal judgments 
never brought him to repentance.   

In the same way, the temporal judgments that fall on this world—these trumpet judgments—do 
not bring men to repentance.  Unless God regenerates the heart, no amount of external 
incentives, no matter how strong, no matter how powerful, will bring men to saving faith in Jesus 
Christ.  It says in Jeremiah 5 and verse 3, “O LORD,…thou hast stricken them, but they have not 
grieved; thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made 
their faces harder than a rock; they have refused to return.”   

In spite of these temporal judgments that God has been bringing on mankind during the entire 
time between the first and the second coming of Christ, men have not repented of breaking the 
first table of the law—they worship idols; nor have they repented of breaking the second table of 
the law—they continue in their murders and fornications and their thefts.  So the only thing that 
is left to them is final judgment in hell for all eternity, which will be brought in the seventh 
trumpet that we will be looking at in chapter 11, when we finally get there.   

Here then is the source of war.  It is a judgment of God, it is a work of Satan, it is a foretaste of 
hell, it is a warning to repent.  The good news is that when the Prince of Peace returns, war will 
cease forever.  And you can see that in this battle between God and Satan and between God and 
wicked men—Satan and wicked men always lose, and God always wins.   

And if there are any of you here today who are at war with God in your heart, I urge you to 
surrender now.  Stop fighting with God.  You cannot win that battle.  Surrender now before it’s 
too late.  You can see from the negative example of these people in the sixth trumpet that even 
though God brought tremendous incentives upon them to repent of their rebellion and defiance 
against God, and even though He showed them the evil that Satan brings to pass in this world, 
yet still they continue to serve Satan, and defy the One who is calling them to repentance and 
salvation.   
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When it says the rest of the men repented not, the clear implication is if they had repented, they 
would have had forgiveness, they would have had mercy, God would have been reconciled to 
them, and they would have been delivered from the scourge of His wrath and from the scourge of 
being under the whip of Satan.   

So those of you who are at war with God, surrender now.  Repent now.  Turn away from your 
rebellions in worshipping gods other than the true God, and in committing sins that are in 
defiance of the laws that God has set forth for you to follow.   

And I want to say to those of you who are believers today, recognize that God says, “Vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord,” and this is one of the ways in which He has been repaying.  
The wicked do not escape the wrath of God, either in this age or in the next.  They experience it 
partially now and they will experience it fully then.  So recognize that they are not getting away 
with their persecution and their martyrdom of believers in Christ.   

So you can afford to be patient, and wait on God to bring His vengeance to bear.  He will bring it 
through these trumpet judgments in time, and He will bring it in the damnation of hell for 
eternity.  That way you can just simply let go of the injustices that have been done to you by the 
wicked.  You can let those things go into the hands of God, knowing that he will deal righteously 
with them, and that He will vindicate you. 

I want to say to you also as believers, do not be surprised when the wicked do not repent when 
you witness to them.  If they will not repent when God goes to war against them and brings this 
kind of horror to bear on them, how much less will they repent when you only verbally describe  
the horrors of hell to them? Is it any wonder they laugh you off, when the realities of the horrors 
of hell in the warfare that takes place in this age doesn’t even move them to repent?  Humanity 
claims to want peace.  They established the United Nations to achieve it.  We have more war now 
than we’ve ever had, because they won’t go to the One who truly has control over war and peace, 
and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.  So if people don’t repent at the hell of war, don’t be surprised 
if they don’t repent when you’re just verbally describing hell to them.   

Well this is a dreadful passage, and yet it’s a passage that tells us of how God’s wrath ratchets up 
and ratchets up and ratchets up, until finally those who insist on continuing to rebel against it are 
destroyed by it.  May we not be among that company.  May we be those who flee from the wrath 
to come by fleeing to the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins and for deliverance from the 
wrath of God.  Shall we pray together. 

Our Father, we thank you so much for revealing to us what is behind the awful events that occur 
in this world.  And Father, we see that these awful events are the fruit of sin.  Wars are the result 
of human sin and you bringing judgment on it, and wars are the result of satanic malevolence.  
They are the result of the one who loves to steal and kill and destroy.   
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And so, Father, as we look at bombed out buildings, as we see bloody bodies laying in the 
streets, as we hear the shrieks and the cries of the wounded, as we see those who are crippled for 
life—missing arms and legs because of the horrors of war—we see the wrath of God against sin.  
We see the evil of Satan and the work that he does.   

Father, in these things, we worship your righteous justice and your holy wrath.  And Father, we 
thank you for giving us a Savior who delivers us and redeems us from the horror that sin brings.  
Father, may we turn away from hell on earth that we might not experience hell in eternity.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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