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Message #73              Matthew 21:12-17 

 

For one brief, fleeting moment in the history of Israel, the Temple in Jerusalem was clean.  That 

moment was when Jesus Christ came into His temple and cleaned it up.  For hundreds of years 

the Temple had stood in Jerusalem, but it was not what God intended it to be.  It was a corrupt 

religious center where people came to do business.  Unfortunately, they were not doing business 

with God. 

 

WHEN JESUS CHRIST CONTROLS HIS TEMPLE, IT WILL BE  CLEAN  AND  

 PURE . 

 

Now this is actually the second time that Jesus has gone to His temple and cleansed it.  He did 

this when He first began His public ministry (John 2:13-16), and He does it one more time before 

He ends His public ministry.  These two events tell us the importance in His mind of having His 

temple a true, pure place of worship. 

 

RESPONSE #1 – Jesus’  physical  response to corruption in His temple.  21:12 

 

There is an important principle to see here–when something is wrong in God’s place of worship, 

something will be done about it by those who are like Jesus Christ.  Christ-like people do not sit 

idly by and do nothing about corrupt things in God’s place of worship.  This is also true in one’s 

own life and this is true in the church. 

 

RESPONSE #2 – Jesus’  verbal  response to corruption in His temple.  21:13 

 

Now I want you to carefully notice that Jesus says this is “His” house–“My House.”  Further-

more, he uses a pronoun “you” in an emphatic way to pinpoint the religious leaders who were 

responsible.  There are specifically two points He makes: 

(Point #1) - His house is to be a place of  prayer .  Is. 56:7 

(Point #2) - His house had been made a den of  thieves .  Jer. 7:11 

 

What is interesting about the Isaiah quote is that the actual quote is His house is to be a place  

of prayer “for all the peoples.”  The reason He leaves this off is not a coincidence.  There is 

profound truth in this: 

1. At the present time the temple was specifically focused on Israel, not all peoples. 

2. The temple will not be a place for all the peoples until the millennial reign. 

3. The millennial reign as King will not occur until His second coming. 

 

RESPONSE #3 – The  hurting  people come to Jesus in the temple and He heals them.  21:14 

 

The temple of God is a great place to be healed.  The blind and lame came and He healed them. 

The aorist tense indicates He did this in one moment of time.  A person can be healed from all 

sin in one moment of time and have their eyes opened to behold wonderful truth and they can 

begin to walk right and straight.  The church of God should be a healing center, giving hope to 

those who have been crippled and blinded by sin. 
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RESPONSE #4 – The religious  leaders  become angry with what they are seeing and hearing.   

                                 21:15 

 

The religious leaders–the chief priests and scribes–saw the wonderful miracles Jesus was per-

forming and they heard the children crying out Hosanna to Jesus, the Son of David.  In other 

words, they are acknowledging that this is the one who saves.  These phony, religious shysters 

became angry.  That word “indignant” is a Greek word which means they were angry to the point 

of grieving (Smith, p. 3). 

 

RESPONSE #5 – The religious leaders  confront  Jesus.  21:16 

 

When they ask whether He hears what they are saying about Him, namely, He is the Savior and 

He is the Davidic King, Jesus simply says yes, haven’t you big religious leaders read your Bibles 

in Psalm 8:2, where it predicts that the Glorious God will be recognized by the mouth of infants 

and babes? 

 

RESPONSE #6 – Jesus  leaves  and goes to Bethany.  21:17 

 

These leaders knew who Christ was.  They rejected Christ and Christ left them.  This is a sad, 

sad verse.  Jesus is the King.  The temple is His temple.  Jerusalem is His city.  But He leaves 

and spends the night in Bethany, a city two miles away. 

 

This should have been a glorious moment in Israel’s history–the King comes to His temple to 

establish His kingdom.  But when He came to His temple, He left it because it was corrupt. 

 

God wants His temple pure and clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


