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KJV – Revelation 16:12-21 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 38 

Introduction: 

     In our last lesson we covered the first five of the bowls that bring in the last seven judgments of 
God’s wrath, the last seven plagues. Tonight’s lesson brings us to the final stages of the Great 
Tribulation that will led to the final fighting of the war of this age known as Armageddon. The Holy 
Land has been chosen by God as the stage upon which two major events take place, one on a 
mountain and the second in a valley.  

     Mount Calvary where grace redeemed the world by the ultimate sacrifice for sin in the Person of 
God’s Son the LORD Jesus Christ. The Plain of Megiddo is where God’s vengeance offers up the 
armies of the world in a sacrifice of doom. Both of these events are blood baths; both are God’s 
wrath poured out upon sin, both are brought about by God’s bitterest foes who work to complete 
God’s perfect and Sovereign will.  

     Armageddon (in Hebrew, har-Meggido, Mount Megiddo) comes from the Hebrew tongue. “Har is 
the Hebrew word for mountain; this area was a mountain fortress on the southwest side of the 
Plain of Esdraelon. The area of the plain at the foot of Megiddo was also the site of many military 
battles, owing to the fact that this was some of the most level land in the area and it was likely the 
ruins of an ancient city that overlooked the Valley of Esdraelon in northern Israel.  

Revelation 16:12-21 

12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame. 

16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 
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17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple 
of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 

18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was 
not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 

19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon 
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 

20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. 

     This sixth bowl judgment is against the River Euphrates in which it will be dried up. This great 
river is the eastern boundary of the land that God has promised to Israel (Genesis 15:18; 
Deuteronomy 1:7; Joshua 1:4). The purpose of the drying up of this river is to open the door and 
make it easy for eastern political powers to come against Israel so Jesus Christ can destroy them. 
This is all a prelude to the battle of Har-Magedon (Revelation 16:16). The prophet Isaiah predicted 
this very event in Isaiah chapter 11. 
 
Isaiah 11:15-16 

15 And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he 
shake his hand over the river, and shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men go over dryshod. 

16 And there shall be an highway for the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as 
it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 

     The mention of the kings of the east would seem to suggest that there has been a uniting of 
eastern kings which, of course, were under the control of the Antichrist. These eastern kings would 
include nations such as China, Japan, and India. The reason the kings come from the east is not 
actually stated, but the drying up of the Euphrates sets the stage for it. 

Revelation 16:12 

12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

     The River Euphrates called “the great river” is mentioned throughout the Scripture, it is the only 
river that is mentioned in both the first and the last book of the Bible. The term “the great river” is 
mentioned five times in the Scripture (Genesis 15:18, Deuteronomy 1:7, Joshua 1:4, Revelation 9:14 
and Revelation 16:12). It flows some 1,800 miles from its source on the slopes of Mt. Ararat to the 
Persian Gulf. This river forms the eastern boundary of the land that the LORD God promised to the 
nation of Israel. The drying up of this river will make a way for the kings of the east and their 
armies to move west from the east to assemble against the Anti-Christ. He has marshaled his forces 
in the valley of Megiddo getting ready to attack Israel, but something happens. 
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Daniel 11:40-44 

40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall 
come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he 
shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall 
escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. 

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of 
Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with 
great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 

     The Anti-Christ will consolidate his military position by conquering and occupying Libya and 
Ethiopia, thereby controlling all of the Middle East and North Africa. He will then center his military 
forces in Israel because of its strategic military and economic location, the epicenter of the conflict. 

     Another major army to the east during this time is being prepared by the sixth angel pouring out 
the sixth vial upon the great river Euphrates. Though the Anti-Christ will be able to marshal 
millions in his army at any time, he will hear of these disturbing reports from the east and the north 
of an enormous army of 200 million soldiers moving toward him.  

Revelation 16:13-14 

13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

     Three unclean spirits come out from the “unholy trinity,” composed of Satan, the Anti-Christ and 
the False Prophet. These demons will go forth quickly to the nations of the world to gather them for 
battle for Armageddon. It will be here at this location, on this flat plain that the great armies from 
the east and the west will gather and assemble for the final battle that ends the great tribulation.  
 
     These two great armies that assemble in Armageddon will meet and then God will intervene and 
Jesus Christ will return to rescue His people Israel. It is here that the LORD Himself will fight for 
Israel, Jerusalem and His saints saved during the great tribulation. He will destroy the armies, cast 
the Antichrist and the False Prophet into the lake of fire, Michael will lay hold of Satan and cast him 
into the bottomless pit and place a seal upon it for 1,000 years. 
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Revelation 16:15 

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame. 

     It is here that our LORD stresses the great need for constant readiness for His return. “And now, 
little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming. If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth 
righteousness is born of him” (I John 2:28-29). 

     This imagery here pictures a soldier ready for battle, or a homeowner that is watchful for the 
arrival of a thief. “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will 
come upon thee” (Revelation 3:3). 

- “For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children 
of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; 
but let us watch and be sober” (I Thessalonians 5:2-6). 

 
- “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (II Peter 3:10-13). 

Matthew 24:44 

44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh. 

 

Revelation 16:16 

16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

     During the last three and half years of the tribulation this earth will be scared with a series of 
many wars as the nations of the world rebel against the Anti-Christ. God will allow “three unclean 
spirits to summon the “kings of the earth and their great armies to a valley in Israel. A great and 
fierce battle, the final conflict of this age will then be enjoined at Armageddon.  

 



5 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-38    Princess Chapel Church 

     Armageddon is the Greek term for the area of Palestine located along the southern rim of the 
plain of Esdraelon, this location is also known as the Valley of Jezreel. This great battlefield was the 
crossroads of two ancient trade routes and the site some major victories as well as disasters for the 
Israelites as seen in Judges 4:15 and chapter seven; I Samuel 31:8; II Kings 23:29-30 and in II 
Chronicles 35:22. Thus this place called Armageddon has become synonymous to the Jews with 
terrible and final destruction.  

     The wars that will take place at the end of the tribulation will occur in various locations but will 
be centered in and on this main area of Palestine. The Prophet Joel in the Old Testament foretold 
what God would do in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. 

Joel 3:2 

2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead 
with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the 
nations, and parted my land. 

     The Prophet Isaiah indicates that the LORD will bring armies up from the south from Edom in 
Isaiah chapters 34 and 63. Zechariah the Prophet indicates that Jerusalem itself would be the 
epicenter of the main conflict other than the actual battle itself in Armageddon. 

Zechariah 12:2-11 

2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be 
in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

3 And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves 
with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 

4 In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: 
and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with 
blindness. 

5 And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength 
in the LORD of hosts their God. 

6 In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch 
of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: 
and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 

7 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 

8 In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at 
that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before 
them. 
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9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 
Jerusalem. 

10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his firstborn. 

11 In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. 

     Zechariah speaks of the devastation foreshadowed for Jerusalem during the great tribulation in 
chapter 14. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and 
the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. The wide area encompassed by all of these 
prophecies includes the entire land of Israel and corresponds to the area which Revelation chapter 
14 records.  

Revelation 14:20 

20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the 
horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs. 

Revelation 16:17-18 

17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple 
of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 

18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was 
not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 

     This last bowl will complete God’s wrath with the exception of the final judgment on the 
rebellion at the end of the Millennium. This seventh bowl ushers in the immediate return of the 
LORD Jesus Christ. It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a 
great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so 
great. At the end of the events in this chapter the armies are assembled and it is then that the LORD 
returns. 

Revelation 16:19 

19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon 
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 

     The great city of Jerusalem will be split into three parts. Not as part of the judgment but as an 
improvement to prepare the city for its central place in the millennial kingdom. Jerusalem is the 
only city to be spared the judgment of God’s wrath. “They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount 
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so 
the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever” (Psalm 125:1-2). 
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Revelation 16:20 

20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

     This great and powerful earthquake will radically alter all the earth’s topography, even splitting 
the Mt. Olives down the middle just east of Jerusalem. Making all things ready as the LORD returns 
for the coming of the millennial kingdom.  

 

Revelation 16:21 

21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. 

     Even with the great earthquake, the darkness and now great hailstones falling as missiles of utter 
death and destruction, men will not repent. These wicked, sinful, evil men will blaspheme God 
because of the plague. All things events are to occur very rapidly and culminate with the LORD’s 
return with His army from heaven. 

Jude 1:14-15 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints, 

15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him. 

     Moses also described the great army of heaven with the LORD coming in vengeance against all 
the forces of Satan at this time, the Battle of Armageddon.  

Deuteronomy 33:1-3 

1 And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his 
death. 

2 And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount 
Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them. 

3 Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall 
receive of thy words. 

     The Prophet Zechariah foretold of His return at the beginning of the Battle of Armageddon and 
His great army that would return with Him.  
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Zechariah 14:4-5 

4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and 
there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of 
it toward the south. 

5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: 
yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 
LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 

     The believers in Christ will return from heaven with their Messiah at the Battle of Armageddon. 
Victory is won, through and by the LORD of Glory, and what an incredible victory indeed over the 
armies of all of those who oppose the One True Living God at the Battle of Armageddon. 

 

Revelation 19:11-19 

 11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that 
no man knew, but he himself. 

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 

14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. 

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 

16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly 
in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 

18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the 
flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small 
and great. 

19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war 
against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 

 


