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Chapter 17 of the 1689 Confession of Faith: “Of The Perseverance of the Saints”, 
Session # 1, “Perseverance Defined”, Presented by Pastor Paul Rendall 

 in the Adult Sunday School, on August 6th, 2017. 
 
 
Paragraph 1. Those whom God hath accepted in the beloved, effectually called and sanctified 
by his Spirit, and given the precious faith of His elect unto, can neither totally nor finally fall 
from the state of grace,(a) but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally 
saved, seeing the gifts and callings of God are without repentance, whence He still begets and 
nourishes in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit unto 
immortality; and though many storms and floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall 
never be able to take them off that foundation and rock which by faith they are fastened upon; 
notwithstanding, through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, the sensible sight of the light 
and love of God may for a time be clouded and obscured from (b)them, yet He is still the same, 
and they shall be sure to be kept by the power of God unto salvation, where they shall enjoy their 
purchased possession, they being engraven upon the palm of His hands, and their names having 
been written in the book of life from all eternity.  
 
(a)John 10:28, 29; Phil. 1:6; 2.Tim. 2:19; 1 John 2:19;(b) Ps. 89:31, 32; 1 Cor. 11:32; (c) Mal. 3:6) 

 
“They whom God hath accepted in his beloved, effectively called and 
sanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state 
of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally 
saved.” — “Confession of Faith,” Chap. 17.; “Larger Catechism,” Question 79. 
 
What is the Perseverance of the saints?  (My Definition)  The perseverance of the saints 
is their continuing in their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for everything related to salvation, and 
continuing to exercise the graces which He gives by the Holy Spirit so that by faith, hope, and 
love they will glorify God through their sincere obedience to His word.   
 
1st Thessalonians 1: 2-4 – “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you 
in our prayers, remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience 
(steadfastness) of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, knowing 
beloved brethren, your election by God.”   
 
1st Corinthians 15: 1 and 2 – “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if 
you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain.”  
 
1st John 2: 15-17 – “Do not love the world or the things in the world.”  “If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  “For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world.”  “And the 
world is passing away and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”    
 
The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints is meant, according to the truths presented to the 
true Christian from the word of God, and their experience of God’s faithfulness to them, to be a 
source of great comfort and blessing to them, as they strive to continue to do God’s will each and 
every day until they reach heaven’s glory; knowing that God Himself will be their helper, by 
means of grace given, to sustain and uphold their faith, strengthen their heart, and enable them 
to make progress in holiness and righteousness.   


