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The Privilege, the Preservation, and the Profession of the Faith

John 17:10-12

Prayer:  Father, we just want to again thank you for your gr ace, 

thank you for your goodness, thank you for the incr edible blessing 

that you bring to us and the reminder we have each month about the 

cross.  Father, I just again on communion Sunday pr ay especially 

for the presence of your Holy Spirit, I pray that y ou would guide 

us, that would you give us the insight and wisdom t hat we need that 

only comes from the presence of your Holy Spirit.  And so as we 

open up your word, may your Spirit accompany us and  may you give us 

the ability to make this of lasting value, I pray i n Jesus' name.  

Amen.   

Well, as I said, this is the first Sunday of the mo nth, this is the 

day that we remember Christ and his cross.  And Jes us on the night 

before he died, he met with the disciples, and ther e for the last 

time he celebrated his final Passover supper and Matthew 26  

describes it.  It says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 

and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the d isciples and 

said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he took a cup, and when he 



had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink  of it, all of 

you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is  poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you I wil l not drink 

again of this fruit of the vine until that day when  I drink it new 

with you in my Father's kingdom."   So Jesus took the bread and he 

took the wine and he offered them up as symbols of his blood and of 

his flesh and of his blood and then he asked the di sciples to eat 

the bread and drink the cup in order to symbolicall y eat his flesh 

and drink his blood.  And then he asked them to rep eat the 

remembrance of his sacrifice on a regular basis, an d 2,000 years 

later that's exactly what we are doing.  We call it  "the Lord's 

table" and we celebrate it once a month and we do t hat by 

meditating on what it is the Lord Jesus Christ did for us on the 

cross, then we examine ourselves, we ask God's Holy  Spirit to point 

out areas in our own lives where he's convicting us  of sin, confess 

our sins, and then we participate in the elements.  John 6:53  says:  

So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you,  unless you eat 

the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, yo u have no life 

in you."   

Well, if you recall, we're in the 17th chapter of t he gospel of 

John and we're talking about Jesus's high priestly prayer.  This is 

John 17:5-10 , it says this:  "And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the w orld began.  I 
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have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They 

were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeye d your word.  

Now they know that everything you have given me com es from you.  

For I gave them the words you gave me and they acce pted them.  They 

knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that 

you sent me.  I pray for them.  I am not praying fo r the world, but 

for those you have given me, for they are yours.  A ll I have is 

yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has com e to me through 

them."   

"And glory has come to me through them."   Glory has driven Jesus's 

ministry from the very beginning and glory is the f ocus of his 

ministry now that he's at the end.  If you remember  the very 

beginning of Jesus's high priestly prayer in John 17:1, it says:  

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his  eyes to heaven, 

and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son 

may glorify you."   So Jesus is identifying the upcoming cross as 

the focus point of the entire universe in space and  time when it 

comes to glory and then he goes on to identify his primary goal in 

everything he does as glory.  He says in verse 4:  "I glorified you 

on earth having accomplished the work that you gave  me to do.  And 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with t he glory that I 

had with you before the world existed."   The universe gives God 

glory.  I mean Psalm 19  says:  The heavens declare the glory of 
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God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.   And all of 

creation gives God glory.  Psalm 148  says:  Praise the LORD from 

the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, f ire and hail, 

snow and mist, stormy wind fulfil ling his word!  Mo untains and all 

hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  Beasts and all l ivestock, 

creeping things and flying birds!  Kings of the ear th and all 

peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  Youn g men and 

maidens together, old men and children!  Let them p raise the name 

of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his maj esty is above 

earth and heaven.   

So creation gives him glory and most important of a ll, humans give 

him glory.  It was Abraham Kuyper who I believe sai d it best, he 

said:  "There is not a square inch in the whole dom ain of our human 

existence over which Christ, who is sovereign over all, does not 

cry, 'Mine!'"  There's one exception to that statem ent.  The 

universe belongs to Christ.  The mountains, the hil ls, the beasts, 

the livestock, the creeping things, the flying bird s, they all 

belong to Christ.  But when it comes to Kings of the earth and all 

peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  Youn g men and 

maidens together, old men and children,  well, the invitation for 

them to give glory to God is oftentimes rejected.  God gave to our 

first parents the right to choose and they chose po orly.  They 

chose to side with the serpent against the very one  who had given 
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them life itself, and in so doing, they fell.  And every subsequent 

offspring of Adam and Eve is born already predispos ed like their 

first parents to reject their creator.  I mean it's  no secret that 

the vast majority of God's creation rejects him.  E ven though God 

says in Acts 17:  "In him we live and move and have our bei ng."   

King Jesus has every right to the complete and full  ownership of 

every last person who has ever breathed, but he doe sn't exercise 

his rights of ownership.  I mean we are his creatio n and by his 

will and by his power, we exist down to the very br eath that we 

breathe and the beating of our hearts, we exist at his pleasure.  

And should Christ, the author and sustainer of life  itself remove 

himself from us for an instant, we would all collap se like the bags 

of proteins that we all are.  God gave the ultimate  choice to our 

forefathers Adam and Eve and they chose to rebel.  And ever since 

then, God has suffered the pain of our collective d ecision to 

reject him.  Consider Jesus's words as he was speak ing about 

Jerusalem.  This is from Luke 13.  He says:  "O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stone s those who are 

sent to her!  How often I wanted to gather your chi ldren together, 

as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you  were not 

willing!"   That unwillingness applies to every one of us.  A nd 

against that backdrop, we return to our text this m orning, Jesus is 

praying but he's not praying for the whole world th at has rejected 

him.  No, instead he is praying for a very small gr oup of men, and 
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it's a group of men that the Father himself has giv en as a gift to 

his son.  Jesus says in verse 9, Jesus says:  "I pray for them.  I 

am not praying for the world, but for those you hav e given me, for 

they are yours."   And then he goes on to express to his Father in 

prayer the nature of the privilege that these disci ples have 

received.  This is what he says:  "All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine, and I am glorified in them.  And I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming t o you.  Holy 

Father, keep them in your name, which you have give n me, that they 

may be one, even as we are one.  While I was with t hem, I kept them 

in your name, which you have given me.  I have guar ded them, and 

not one of them has been lost except the son of des truction, that 

the Scripture might be fulfilled."   Now, did you hear the privilege 

that Jesus is speaking about, the privilege that he 's giving to the 

disciples?  Jesus mentions it four times, but it's easy to miss.  

The privilege is God's name.  Chapter 17 starts out  in verse 6 with 

Jesus manifesting God's name to the disciples.  He says:  "I have 

manifested your name to the people whom you gave me  out of the 

world.  Yours they were, and you gave them to me, a nd they have 

kept your word."   Then verse 17, Jesus asks his Father to keep the 

disciples in his name.  He says:  "Holy Father, keep them in your 

name, which you have given me, that they may be one , even as we are 

one.  While I was with them, I have kept them in yo ur name, which 

you have given me."   And then at the end of the chapter in verse 26 
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Jesus says again, John 17:26:  "I made known to them your name, and 

I will continue to make it known, that the love wit h which you have 

loved me may be in them, and I in them."   

Well I don't think it's hard to conclude that God's  name was 

incredibly important to Jesus, and giving that name  to the 

disciples and keeping it was of critical importance  as well.  And 

so we ask, all right, well, what's in a name?  Well , first I'd like 

to clear up a misconception that folks have about J esus's name.  

Jesus's first name was Jesus but his last name was not "Christ."  

"Christ" is not a name, it is a title.  "Christ" me ans "anointed 

one."  And Jesus was known as Jesus of Nazareth, be cause folks in 

that part of the world are named according to where  they were from 

and Jesus was from Nazareth, hence Jesus of Nazaret h who was known 

as Jesus, the Christ.  Scripture actually has more than fifty 

different descriptive names for Jesus from the "Log os" to 

"Wonderful Counselor" to "Prince of Peace" and each  of them 

describe a very small slice of who he actually is.  And we know 

from our text this morning that God's name was incr edibly important 

to Jesus because it includes the full revelation of  God's plan to 

redeem mankind.  And so Jesus is determined to have  his disciples 

receive, keep and profess the name of God.  

But you know God isn't the only one who has a very keen interest in 
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names, I mean, we care a great deal about names as well.  I've had 

five different, very serious conversations with fiv e different 

young men, each of whom wanted to give their name t o one of my 

daughters:  Alex Yost, Eric Harget, Jason Gorss, Sa m Woodard, and 

Taylor Watkin, they all asked my permission to chan ge my girls' 

names from Mortenson to their own.  Now my sons in turn had to ask 

permission of their in-laws to give our name to the m.  I mean these 

conversations gave me ample opportunity to consider  the importance 

of a name.  You see, for better or for worse, your name has a way 

of defining you.  You know, one of the blessings or  curses of a 

large family is that your name will often precede y ou.  All of my 

younger kids who went to school, I mean, they alway s had the 

experience of having teachers and administrators sa y, "Oh, you're a 

Mortenson.  I had your brother.  I had your sister, " I had blah, 

blah, blah.  They understood all of that and they'd  be the very 

first one to tell you there was a certain expectati on that came 

with that name.  Sometimes there's even a physical component.  This 

is really astounding to me but my daughter Lydia go t asked in 

Denver, somebody came up to her in Denver and asked  her, "Are you a 

Mortenson?"  And strangely enough, the person who a sked her that 

now has Mortenson as her last name.  It was actuall y Seth's new 

wife Lauren who saw Lydia in Denver, saw an incredi ble familial 

resemblance because, believe it or not, Lauren actu ally once lived 

here and went to Minisink, saw a resemblance, went up to Lydia and 
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asked her if she was a Mortenson.  And my son Seth is walking down 

the street in Wisconsin two summers ago and a young  woman came up 

to him and said, "By the way, are you a Mortenson?"   Turned out 

that she was a cousin.  And you know, I asked Lydia , I texted her, 

I said, tell me exactly what happened, you know, wi th that 

situation.  And she was telling me and she said by the way, I was 

in Newark Airport two weeks ago, a person came up t o me and said, 

"Excuse me, are you a Mortenson?"  And she said, "Y eah."  And it 

turns out it was a young woman who once ran track w ith Bethany in 

high school and now lives in Denver herself.  It's astounding.  I 

mean, it 's astounding to me that physically and spi ritually your 

family and your family name sets you apart and it i dentifies you.  

I mean it's the first indication of who you are.  A nd what is true 

in the physical realm is doubly true in the spiritu al realm.  You 

see, when you become a child of God, you literally take on his 

name, you take on his characteristics, you take on his character, 

sometimes physically you change the way you look, u sually for the 

better, because God has taken up residence within y ou.  And this 

morning we want to look at the name that we bear as  believers in 

Jesus Christ.  We want to look first at its privile ge, its 

preservation and finally its profession.  

So first let's look at the privilege of God's name.   Just take a 

step back and look at the context in which Jesus is  reciting his 
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high priestly prayer.  Jesus has just spent three y ears in public 

ministry, he's been feeding the hungry, he's been h ealing the sick, 

he's been even raising the dead all by this miracul ous power and at 

the end of this period, he has this tiny little ban d of true 

believers and he has this band only because God has  gifted him with 

them.  And Jesus made that clear in John 15:16 , he said:  "You did 

not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you th at you should go 

and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so  that whatever 

you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to yo u."   So Jesus 

tells the disciples that they are there by God's ch oice and not by 

their own.  I mean, they're just -- they're a group  of blue collar 

fishermen and social outcasts, so they don't fully grasp the 

privilege that they have been given.  God himself i n the form of 

Jesus has chosen to manifest God's name to them.  I  mean Jesus 

prays to his Father in verse 6, he said:  "I have manifested your 

name to the people whom you gave me out of the worl d."   Verse 26 he 

says:  "I made known to them your name, and I will continu e to make 

it known."   They have been given God's name and one part of t he 

privilege is that they are told by Jesus that anyth ing that they 

ask the Father in that name he will give them.  He says in John 

14:13:  "And I will do whatever you ask in my name,  so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son.  You may ask me  for anything in 

my name, and I will do it."   Well, this is only the first part of 

the privilege of hearing God's name and of bearing God's name and 
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it belongs to every one of his children.  But we mi sunderstand what 

"praying in the name of Jesus" really means.  You k now, folks have 

misunderstood this passage to say that any time you  pray something, 

just tack on Jesus's name and you're going to get i t, and that's 

not what Jesus was saying at all.  What he was sayi ng is first that 

the disciples had been privileged to be brought int o the family, to 

so bear the family name and the family resemblance that when they 

ask the Father according to that name, they will be  given it.  Now 

understand what Jesus is actually saying here.  Wha t he's saying is 

that by God's choice you've been brought into the f amily and now 

you have the privilege of bearing his name and anyt hing that you 

ask in line with the family name, the Father will g rant it.  In 

other words, anything that you ask of the Father in  the name of the 

Son with his heart and his mind and his passion and  his wisdom and 

his mission, you will be given it.  Now a new Cadil lac and a house 

on the lake, they usually don't qualify.  A heart f or the poor and 

a heart for the disenfranchised oftentimes does.  B ut even the Son 

gave to the Father the ultimate authority for all o f these 

decisions, I mean, it was Jesus who said, "Not my w ill but yours be 

done."  Those who have been given God's name, those  who have the 

privilege of being part of his family recognize tha t the Father has 

the ultimate authority in all of these things.  And  that same 

authority that Jesus gave to his disciples he gives  to every single 

member of the family.  
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And so the very first thing that I would ask us thi s morning is do 

you realize the extent of the privilege that you ha ve received?  I 

mean, Jesus flat out told the disciples that he was n't praying for 

the whole world, just for those whom God had given him.  And then 

he expands on that privilege in verse 20 by saying:   "I do not pray 

for these alone"  -- that's just the disciples -- "but also for 

those who will believe in Me through their word."   That's us.  You 

know why do you believe in Jesus?  Well first and f oremost it 's 

because of the word that's been passed down from th ose disciples to 

us.  You know, for over 2,000 years, the truth that  they embraced 

was passed from person to person, from generation t o generation, 

until our ears heard those same words.  But what ma de those words 

make sense to us?  I mean, was it our cleverness?  Was it our 

spiritual insight, our ability to discern the truth ?  Or was it 

God's grace overcoming the blindness that makes com ing to the 

gospel impossible for every single son or daughter of Adam outside 

of God's grace?  God says in 2 Corinthians 4:4 :  The god of this 

world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Chri st, who is the 

image of God.   I mean, if we could only grasp for a moment the 

immensity of the privilege of knowing Christ, it co uld and it 

should revolutionize our lives.  If you ever want t o be reminded of 

the impossibility of coming to Christ without God f irst moving in 

your life, regenerating your heart of stone, turnin g it into a 
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heart of flesh, then just start sharing the gospel,  just start 

sharing with people who would even be willing to gi ve you a hearing 

in the first place and even those folks are few and  far between.  

The god of this world has truly blinded the inhabit ants of this 

world.  They don't see the glory of Christ.  They c an't see the 

glory of Christ unless that is they too have the pr ivilege of God 

opening eyes.  Right now I'm presently dialoguing v ia email with a 

person about the gospel and we've exchanged three d ifferent letters 

so far, and you know, I use Microsoft Word and I ge t a little word 

count over there, I just looked, I mean, we've had 12,000 words in 

three letters so far and we're no closer to the tru th of the gospel 

being received than we were at the very beginning.  I mean I'm 

thrilled this person is even willing to dialogue ab out the truth of 

the gospel and basically she states her objections and then I try 

to answer them.  You know, my last email came back with so many 

objections and so many problems that she had that I  decided the 

only way to approach it was to just list them and n umber them, and 

I did.  She had 64 objections to my statements.  So  I just listed 

them, all 64 of them, and I sent them back to her.  I said, look, I 

can't answer all 64 in one letter.  I said, why don 't you pick your 

favorite five or just pick five at random, it doesn 't really 

matter, and I'll concentrate on those.  See, I pray  for this person 

and I recognize the complete and absolute impossibi lity of the 

gospel ever making sense without God first doing a work in her 
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hearts.  I mean I ache over the mountains of object ions to the 

truth that she raises, knowing that answering one m ountain is just 

going to create another and another and another and  another.  But 

there's another side of this.  There's another side  in which I have 

absolute and complete confidence.  My confidence is  in God and the 

fact that God can connect the dots and make everyth ing make sense.  

So that I, too, just like Jesus did, I, too, can ma nifest the name 

of Christ.  That's why I plead with you never to be  put off by your 

lack of knowledge or experience with sharing what C hrist has done 

for you.  1 Peter 3  says:  Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the ho pe that you 

have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.   You see, God is 

quite capable of taking whatever you sincerely give  to a 

non-believer and making it of eternal value.  I mea n our job is 

simply to speak the truth in love, to just tell fol ks what Christ 

has done for you.  Now I understand that oftentimes  it's like 

trying to explain the colors of the rainbow to some one who was born 

blind.  They just have no frame of reference for th e truth of the 

gospel.  And if you understand the gospel, you know  Christ is your 

Savior, you have to know you've been privileged in a way that very 

few people on this planet have been privileged.  Go d says in 

Ephesians 2 :  For by grace you have been saved through faith, an d 

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 

anyone should boast.   You have received the most incredible gift 
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anyone on planet earth could ever receive.  To get the truth of the 

gospel is to get grace and understanding that is ab solutely 

undeserved, and that's our privilege.  That's the p rivilege part.  

Next we have the preservation part.  The preservati on part is 

understood by a doctrine.  The doctrine is called " the perseverance 

of the saints."  It 's a doctrinal position that say s if God 

sovereignly chose you, you will also preserve that which he has 

chosen.  And no one can say this doctrine better th an Jesus 

himself.  This is how he described it in John 10 .  He said:  "My 

sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they fol low me.  I give 

them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch 

them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them  to me, is 

greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  

I and the Father are one."   The question is can you lose your 

salvation?  Can you be kicked out of the family onc e you've been 

brought in?  Can you be unadopted once you have bee n adopted?  

Well, the answer is absolutely not.  But here's the  rub.  It is 

extraordinarily easy to think you are part of the f amily, that you 

bear the family name when in fact you don't.  I mea n we throw 

around the phrase "once saved, always saved" as if some kind of 

magic formula that guarantees that once you've rais ed your hand or 

said a sinner's prayer or gotten baptized or made a  membership 

roll, then you're a member of the family and you're  free to live 
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l ike the prodigal son.  But one thing that is seldo m mentioned is 

that if you are living like a prodigal son, you hav e no guarantee 

that you are a family member who's just kind of wan dering off the 

reservation or a poser, an imposter, somebody masqu erading as a 

family member when in fact you never were.  1 John 2:19  is a very 

sobering scripture.  It says this:  They went out from us, but they 

did not really belong to us.  For if they had belon ged to us, they 

would have remained with us; but their going showed  that none of 

them belonged to us.   What that's acknowledging is the fact that 

God never loses one of his own.  No one can snatch them out of his 

hand.  But if they were never in his hand in the fi rst place, they 

can appear to be snatched away when none of them be longed to us in 

the first place.  Jesus tried over and over again t o get people to 

understand that.  He spoke in many, many different analogies and 

parables just to get that idea across.  He spoke ab out the wheat 

and the tares.  And in the wheat and the tares, wha t he was trying 

to say is the church is always going to contain rea l family members 

and real imposters.  See, a tare was an imposter.  A tare was a 

plant that looked exactly like wheat but was absolu tely useless.  

The Jesus said wheat and tares will always grow tog ether until 

harvest times, and folks, the field where they grow  is right here.  

The church is where wheat and tares grow together.  And what Jesus 

is saying, and I say this with a broken heart, is t hat some of us 

in this building are imposters.  Some of us are pos ers and we don't 
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even know it.  Jesus said in Matthew 13:30:  "Let both grow 

together until the harvest, and at the time of the harvest I will 

say to the reapers, 'First gather together the tare s and bind them 

in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"   

So how do I know, I mean, how do I know if I 'm a wo ndering prodigal 

or someone who's never been saved?  Well, if you're  wandering off 

the reservation, the fact is you can't know and tha t may be by 

design.  You see, if you are living an openly sinfu l life-style, 

the very last thing that God wants you to feel is c onfident that 

you're part of the family when you might not be.  P ersonally I tell 

folks that the singular that mark I have observed i n people who 

I've seen walk away on the permanent basis from the  faith is that 

they have little or no qualms at all about walking away.  Doesn't 

bother them a bit, they sleep like a baby at night,  it 's no problem 

at all.  Here's why I think that's the mark of some body who was 

never saved.  You see, when you become part of God' s family, when 

you actually begin to bear his name, you have the S pirit of God 

himself who lives inside you.  And when you embrace  open sin, you 

set up an internal war between the spirit of this w orld and the 

Spirit of God who is inside you.  And that means th at every single 

genuine prodigal is somebody who's really at war wi th himself.  I 

mean, he may deny it for a period.  Look at somebod y like David.  

David committed murder, he committed adultery and h e denied it for 
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a significant period of time.  But even David ackno wledged at that 

point he was in a spiritual war.  Listen to what he  said in Psalm 

32.  He says:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,  

whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man against w hom the LORD 

counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no  deceit.  For 

when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my  groaning all 

day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy up on me; my 

strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  Se lah.  I 

acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity.  I 

said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD ," and you 

forgave the iniquity of my sin.   You see, those who are able to 

walk away from God and his kingdom with no pangs of  conscience 

whatsoever -- and I've seen it, I 've seen it many, many times -- 

are folks I believe who do not have the Spirit of G od within them 

in the first place.  As 1 John says:  But their going showed that 

none of them belonged to us.   

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I'd jus t like us to 

take some time to just consider the privilege that we've been 

given.  We are God's gift to his Son.  And consider  also the 

warning that God gives about communion itself.  It ' s contained in 1 

Corinthians 11.  It says:  But let a man examine himself, and so 

let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For  he who eats and 

drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgme nt to himself, 
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not discerning the Lord's body.  For this reason ma ny are weak and 

sick among you, and many sleep.  For if we would ju dge ourselves, 

we would not be judged.  But when we are judged, we  are chastened 

by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.   

Communion is extremely serious business, you know, when God says:  

"For this reason many are weak and sick among you a nd many sleep,"  

God says I have killed some of you for this.  You d on't get more 

serious than that.  To enter into communion in an u nworthy manner, 

I say it over and over again, is to literally court  disaster.  And 

I beg you, if you're not absolutely confident that you are a child 

of the King, if you have not by faith trusted in Ch rist as your 

Savior or if perhaps you first need to be reconcile d to your 

brother before you bring your sacrifice to the alta r, then just 

pass the elements on.  I mean no one's going to loo k at you 

strangely, I say this each month.  But on the other  hand, I also 

need to point out that you can make the mistake of thinking that 

unless I'm spotlessly perfect I'm not worthy to rec eive communion.  

Well, the enemy loves that, too, because that's als o a mistake.  

You see, being a child of the King doesn't mean tha t you don't sin, 

it doesn't mean that you never fail.  It means you recognize that 

salvation is a gift and it's a gift that no one is ever capable of 

earning by his good works.  And I repeat this quote  from Dane 

Ortlund each time because it's so apropos.  He says :  "In the 

kingdom of God, the one thing that qualifies you is  knowing that 
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you don't qualify, and the one thing that disqualif ies you is 

thinking that you do."  You see, we have to underst and that when we 

fail, we are understanding we have sinned because G od's Spirit is 

now living inside us.  And so we grieve and we grie ve as children 

who know that we have a Father who longs to forgive  us, who longs 

to cleanse us, a God who says in 1 John 1:9:  If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin s and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.   So being a child of the King doesn't 

mean that you are sinless.  It means that when we s in we understand 

that we now have an advocate with the Father.  Ther e's someone in 

heaven right now speaking on our behalf.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear 

children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Fathe r -- Jesus 

Christ, the Righteous One.   And so because we have alien 

righteousness, that doesn't mean from outer space, it means it's 

not from us, it's not alien to Jesus Christ, it 's h is 

righteousness, we have his righteousness, it now be longs to us and 

because we have his righteousness, we are now free to eat from his 

table.  And so if you love the Lord, don't deny you rself the 

privilege that Christ purchased for you at the cost  of his own 

blood.  We say it all the time, he lived the life w e were supposed 

to live and then he died the death we all deserved to die in our 

place so that we could be made worthy of heaven.  
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So there's some very, very heavy questions that we want to ask 

ourselves this morning about the privilege that we' ve received, 

about the responsibility that that privilege includ es, about the 

preservation of the saints.  I just -- I would love  for us to 

resolve completely in our own mind that awful quest ion:  Am I real 

or am I an imposter?  Think on these things for a m oment.

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter says:  For I received from the Lord 

what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus o n the night when 

he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given t hanks, he broke 

it, and said, "This is my body which is for you.  D o this in 

remembrance of me."   So take, and eat.  

As the elders begin distributing the cup, let me ag ain recap what 

the scripture is teaching us this morning.  First i t 's teaching us 

about the privilege of God's name being made manife st to us.  Again 

Jesus's words:  "I have manifested your name to the people whom you  

gave me out of the world.  Yours they were, and you  gave them to 

me, and they have kept your word."   We have the incredible 

privilege of bearing the name of Christ.  And secon dly, because God 

is the author of our salvation, we have absolute an d uttermost 

confidence that nothing can separate us from the lo ve of God.  And 

again, verses 10 to 12 says:  "Holy Father, keep them in your name, 

which you have given me, that they may be one, even  as we are one.  
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While I was with them, I kept them in your name, wh ich you have 

given me."   And so we're learning that we've received this 

privilege not by anything that we have done by what  God has done.  

None of us deserved this privilege; but if God choo ses to open our 

eyes and bring us into the family, we are in the fa mily forever.  

No one can snatch us out of his hands.  And the war ning here is to 

make sure that we actually are part of the family.  

So we have the privilege, we have the perseverance,  and finally we 

have the profession.  God said this about those who  profess to bear 

his name and are somehow or other ashamed of that f act.  He says in 

2 Timothy:  If we endure, we will also reign with h im.  If we deny 

him, he also will deny us.   Jesus said Matthew 10:  "So everyone 

who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowl edge before my 

Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me befo re men, I also 

will deny before my Father who is in heaven."   You know, we've 

already talked about this idea of an advocate, it 's  something that 

I speak of every communion service, we have someone  before the 

Father speaking on our behalf and it's none other t han the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  I mean in 1 John  it says:  My dear children, I write 

this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybo dy does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, t he Righteous 

one.   And Hebrews 7  tells us:  He is able to save to the uttermost 

those who draw near to God through him, since he al ways lives to 
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make intercession for them.   There's only one way you will not have 

Christ speaking on your behalf, that is if you're n ot one of his 

family.  And one of the signs that you may not be o ne of his family 

is an unwillingness to state that you are.  I mean if your life as 

a Christian has been marked by a fear of being foun d out as one and 

a willingness to deny Christ, then consider whether  or not you are 

actually part of the family or an imposter.  "Secre t Christian" is 

an oxymoron.  You can't be secret and a Christian a nd at the same 

time not be defying what Jesus said in Matthew 5:16  where he said:  

"Let your light shine before others, so that they m ay see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heave n."   See, if you 

are ashamed to name the name of Christ, it could be  because you're 

not a Christian.  And I'm not talking about a one-t ime deal here.  

I'm talking about a lifestyle, I'm talking about a pattern.  You 

know, we all know Peter denied Christ three times.  We know he was 

completely and totally forgiven and restored in a p owerful way.  

What Christ is talking about here is an ongoing pra ctice of 

actively denying Christ before men.  And I think th e question that 

it practically raises for us is are we living to ex press Christ in 

our lives in a way that lets God's glory shine thro ugh us so that 

people will know and understand that this is to God 's glory or are 

we somehow hoping to fly under the radar so that ou r Christianity 

will not be a source of stress or difficulty to our selves and our 

non-Christian friends.  And if that is the case, th en this place 
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and this time particularly, confession is the perfe ct of perfect 

opportunity for us.  This is the perfect opportunit y for you to ask 

yourself where your heart really is because the sta kes couldn't be 

higher.  You see, Peter denied his Lord and he was forgiven.  And 

so can we if we repent.  Jesus says:  "Everyone who acknowledges me 

before men, I will also acknowledge before my Fathe r who is in 

heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I will al so deny before 

my Father who is in heaven."   Have you been privileged to have 

God's name manifest to you?  Do you recognize the p rivilege of 

perseverance, of being kept in his name?  Do you ac knowledge the 

lordship of Christ before men or do you deny it?  T ake a few 

moments to ask yourself these questions. 

1 Corinthians 11:25  says:  In the same manner he also took the cup 

after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant  in my blood.  

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance o f me.   So take, 

and drink.  

This is the part of the service that I call heart, hands and feet.  

It's where we speak about the practical implication s of 

acknowledging Christ as Savior.  And I want to talk  about a word 

that's become sort of a buzzword.  It's a good word .  It's the word 

"intentionality."  What "intentionality" really mea ns with regard 

to the gospel is asking God for opportunities to sh ine the light, 
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is asking God for opportunities to share the gospel  and then taking 

them when God gives it to you.  You know, one of th e things that 

I've observed just in my Christian life and I spent  a great deal of 

time in the secular world working before I became f ull time in this 

job, but one of the things that I observed is when I met somebody 

new, I was very anxious to get that person to know that I was a 

Christian right off the bat.  Because the longer yo u wait to let 

somebody know where you're coming from, the longer the enemy's 

going to use circumstances to kind of twist it and make it harder 

and harder and this person and you are going to be engaged in 

conversations that are going to make you start to f eel queasy and 

then eventually he's going to start suggesting thin gs that are 

going to make you feel bad and already you haven't even told him 

that you're a Christian and now you kind of got to back up and say, 

"Guess what, I'm really not into that."  The sooner  you say it, the 

less you go through that.  And so the first thing t hat I when I 

meet somebody new, I'm trying to figure out a way w ithout shoving 

it down his throat that I can let them know that, h ey, I bear the 

name of Christ.  I mean, what I used to do all the time is I'd 

somehow casually mention church and then people wou ld say church?  

You know, you can just go from there or just, you k now, God will 

give you all kinds of opportunities as long as you' re willing, as 

long as you're intentional.  But the longer you wai t I think the 

harder it becomes.  
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The second thing I think of is you need to look at what our 

brothers and sisters around the world are going thr ough.  You see, 

the idea -- I think we believe the idea that it 's r eally okay to be 

secret about Christianity because, you know, you do n't want to step 

in other people's faces and you don't want to step in their spaces 

and you don't want to get them upset and I'm not su ggesting you 

shove tracts down people's throats, but we know tha t around the 

world when people are bearing the name of Christ, t hey let people 

know and they pay dearly for it.  We just read of a  bunch of 

families that were kicked out of their village beca use they 

acknowledged Christ as Lord.  We hear of young men and young women 

being beaten and ostracized by their own family mem bers and then by 

the government, and we hear of people getting arres ted and tortured 

and executed simply because they refused to be sile nt about naming 

the name of Christ.  They do that in the face of in credible 

punishment, incredibly bad things.  The very worst that we're going 

to face is embarrassment, I mean, that's -- that's really it.  

Nobody's going to stone you, nobody's going to arre st you.  

Somebody might look at you oddly and think that the re's something 

wrong with you.  I think we can handle that.  And s o what I ask is 

that you pray for a God-given opportunity.  And I - - every time, 

like I said, every single time I meet somebody, I'm  thinking, "Does 

this person know Christ?  How can I get them to kno w Christ?"  And 

I've prayed this prayer over and over, and I'l l be the first one to 
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confess, I've had opportunities.  There was an oppo rtunity I 

remember years ago I could have driven a truck thro ugh, and I 

didn't take it.  I chickened out.  And as soon as I  had done that, 

I was aware of that, it was my Peter moment and I d id just what 

Peter did, I said, "Lord, you gave me that opportun ity, I was 

fearful I didn't take it."  I confessed it, I repen ted of it.  I 

said, "Give me another chance," and he did.  And my  point for all 

of us is you need to be intentional and say, "God, this is what I 

want.  I want to shine my light.  I want the opport unity to be able 

to do that."  And I don't have the cleverness to ma nufacture all of 

these circumstances but He does.  And believe me, i f you are 

intentional before God of saying, "God, give me the  opportunity to 

share the name of Christ," he will give you those o pportunities. 

And you say, okay, well, how -- just practically ho w does that 

work?  And I've used this example many, many times,  the example I 

used is CJ Mahaney who is a pastor, many of you hav e heard of him, 

and he's a person who practices intentionality.  He  loves 

Starbucks.  He loves Starbucks coffee.  He goes to Starbucks every 

day.  So he said I went to the same Starbucks, I pi cked the same 

table and I prayed that the same waitress would com e and serve me, 

and the waitress would come and the waitress walks up and says, 

"How we doing today?"  And his answer was, "Better than I deserve," 

and that's all.  And that went on for a considerabl e period of time 
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til l eventually the waitress said, "Why do you say that?"  Bingo.  

There's your opening.  There's something you can dr ive a truck 

through.  And that's God giving an opening to someb ody who's 

sincerely seeking it, who's intentional about shari ng the gospel.  

So as we go to prayer this morning, realize you don 't have to be 

clever, you don't have to be thinking, oh, how am I  going to be 

figuring this out?  Ask God to figure it out for yo u.  Ask him to 

give you the circumstances in which you can start t o shine your 

light, and then let's see what God does.  Let's pra y.  

Father, I just again, we have this incredible privi lege of bearing 

your name, God's name has been manifest to us.  Jes us said, "I've 

kept them in your name."  He's keeping us in his na me as well and 

bearing that name means that we do not deny you.  F ather, I pray 

that you would give us the ability to be intentiona l about each and 

every person that we meet, knowing that every singl e person is a 

divine opportunity to share the good news, to sprea d the light, to 

bring glory to you.  Give us the ability to seek th at and give us 

those results, we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.   
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