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Message #43                                                                                                            Ezekiel 39:1-29 

 

There is a lot of talk, talk and more talk these days about Russia.  Every time we turn on the 

news, there is Russia.  As a result, lines are being drawn concerning Russia’s allies.  Her biggest 

allies as of now are India, China, Belarus, Iran and Syria.  What all of this Russian talk is doing 

is causing alliances to be formed with Russia because in the Tribulation those alliances will play 

a major key role in the prophetic program of God.  That point is very clear from Ezekiel 39. 

 

Russia will lead a major coalition against Israel during the Tribulation and God is going to drop 

her like a fly.  That is what Ezekiel 38-39 is all about. 

 

RUSSIA WILL BE TOTALLY AND COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY GOD BECAUSE 

SHE HAS BEEN A HOSTILE AND HATEFUL ENEMY OF GOD AND OF ISRAEL. 

 

What we learn from these chapters has never happened yet.  You cannot find anywhere in history 

in which anything remotely close to this has occurred. 

 

In verse 1, God says to Ezekiel you prophesy against “Gog, who is the prince of Rosh, Meshech 

and Tubal.”  That territory is modern day Russia.   

 

Now I want you to notice the emphasis in this book on God calling Ezekiel “son of man.”  This 

is a title that clearly points to Jesus Christ.  The fulfillment of these prophecies in their totality 

will be just before Jesus Christ returns. 

 

Now verse 2 makes it clear that God is going to cause Russia to come down against Israel from 

the “remote parts of the north.”  What God is going to do is bring Russia to the mountains that 

surround Israel and then He will totally destroy her. 

 

According to verse 3, God, through His own direct judgments, will have weakened Russia so 

greatly that before she can use her weapons against Israel, God will take them out of her hands. 

 

Dr. John Walvoord made an interesting observation regarding “bows and arrows.”  “Though 

bows and arrows are usually characterized as primitive weapons, they actually have played a part 

in modern warfare and were used extensively, for instance, in Vietnam.  Because an arrow going 

through the air did not give away the location of the one who shot the arrow, it therefore was 

good for use in jungle situations” (Prophecy Knowledge Handbook, p. 196). 

 

Mr. Miles used to say that he believed that as the Tribulation progresses, God will have 

destroyed most of the modern weaponry of nations.  The devastation of the six seal judgments  

in Revelation 6 will put an end to most modern weaponry.  Therefore, warfare will once again 

become very primitive. 
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In verses 4-5 we get a description of the fact that by the time Russia and her allies actually reach 

the mountain areas of Israel, she will be so weakened and depleted by God that those who even 

make it to the land will die in the mountains and fields.  Birds and predatory wild animals will 

literally eat the dead bodies of dead Russians.   

 

Russians are proud and God will bring them to the lowest example of humiliation.  This once 

powerful nation that mocked God will end up a bunch of dead bodies that is food for birds and 

wild animals. They will not even get normal funerals.  God is very clear to point out at the end  

of verse 5 that this will happen because He has decreed and declared it. 

 

Now according to verse 6, when God does this, He will also go to Russian allies and inflict 

judgment on those who think they are living securely in their land and on their coasts.  Dr. 

Walvoord said this is a “special judgment” of God upon “the land from which the Russian troops 

came” (Ibid., p. 196).  This prophecy obviously means that Russia will be totally and 

completely judged and doomed at this point in the Tribulation. 
 

In verses 7-8 we learn that when God sends this devastating judgment against Russia, it will 

establish two main realities: 

 

Reality #1 - When God destroys Russia it establishes that God is Holy.  39:7a 

 

Carefully observe that three times in verse 7 the word “holy” is used.  This is a very important 

theological point.  God’s judgments always declare His holiness.   

 

This principle is not just true for Israel, but it is also true for the local church.  In I Corinthians 

5:5-8, 13, church judgments display God’s holiness.  In I Corinthians 11:31, personal judgments 

display God’s holiness. 

 

We may make an application from this text in Ezekiel that in order for our lives to make a 

statement of God’s holiness, we must ferociously judge ourselves and eliminate anything sinful 

or evil. 

 

When God demolishes Russia, the nation that has so mocked Him will make a powerful 

statement for the holiness of God. 

 

Reality #2 - When God destroys Russia it establishes that God is with Israel.  39:7b 

 

When Russia starts moving against Israel and actually comes into her land, and then is destroyed 

by God, it will send a strong message that God is on Israel’s side.  Russia and her allies will 

experience the wrath of God right in Israel’s land and the nations of the world will realize God is 

Israel’s God. 
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There is a dangerous and demonic teaching that has infiltrated many churches and it is called  

“Replacement Theology.”  This teaching says the Church has replaced Israel and that God is no 

longer interested in Israel. 

 

Well God will put an end to that kind of nonsense thinking.  Notice verse 8 says He has 

appointed a day when all of this will be done. 

 

Now in verses 9-10, we see two of the effects this will specifically have for Israel. 

 

Effect #1 - Israel will collect so many weapons that it will supply fuel for fire for seven years. 

                     39:9-10a 

 

Think for a moment what is being predicted here.  There are so many weapons of nations found 

in Israel’s land that they will be able to use them for fuel for seven years.  There will be such an 

accumulation of wood that they will have no need to cut any wood from the fields or forests of 

Israel.  Now by virtue of the fact that God predicts this will happen for a seven year period, we 

know this is not some figurative language.  This will literally happen.   

 

At the beginning of the Millennium, Israel will be in her land and life will be wonderful.  She 

will be able to go out and pick up weapons, like she did manna, and burn them as fuel.  Now the 

fuel will be wood, as indicated by not having to cut firewood or forests.  This again leads us to a 

very primitive weaponry.  They are not burning tanks or jet airplanes; they are burning wood. 

 

Effect #2 - Israel will have the spoils of all the nations who came against her.  39:10b 

 

There will be an incredible amount of spoils that will be collected.  Any material goods or money 

or perhaps even food supplies will be hers.  Those nations who wanted to plunder Israel will 

ultimately become plunder for Israel. 

 

In Ezekiel 39:11-16, God graphically describes what will happen to the actual bodies of the 

Russians and coalition forces who attacked Israel.  There are eight dead body realities: 

 

(Dead Body Reality #1) - Many Russians will be buried in the land of Israel.  39:11a 

 

(Dead Body Reality #2) - Many Russians will be buried on the east side of the sea.  39:11b 

 

This is probably a reference to the east side of the Dead Sea, which is modern day Jordan.  

Thousands of bodies will be transported there. 

 

Just as bulldozers were used to dig massive graves and fill them with bodies of Jews during the 

days of Hitler, so God will have massive graves made that will be filled with the dead bodies of 

those who hated Israel. 
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(Dead Body Reality #3) - The number of dead bodies in Israel will literally stop travel.  39:11c 

 

On the east side of the Dead Sea there is a major transportation artery known as the Kings 

Highway.  Apparently, there will be so many dead bodies that it will literally stop travel in this 

area.  Those who travel will be stopped by a multitude of dead bodies. 

 

(Dead Body Reality #4) - There will be a renaming of the area.  39:11b 

 

The word “Hamon” literally means multitude or hordes.  The name of the burial ground will be 

the “valley of the multitude or hordes of God.”  What Russia will be remembered for will be her 

burial ground. 

 

(Dead Body Reality #5) - It will take seven months to bury the bodies.  39:12 

 

This is a staggering thought.  But combined with the next reality it is even more staggering. 

 

(Dead Body Reality #6) - It will take all the people seven months to bury the bodies.  39:13a 

 

There are so many dead bodies that all of Israel will work seven months as a national team, just 

to bury those bodies.  As of 2017, there were 8,680,000 Jews living in Palestine.  If we just use 

that number (it will be a much greater number) but just by using these figures and you consider 

that over 8 million people will be working seven months just to bury the bodies of their enemies, 

it is staggering.  The number of bodies of Israel’s enemies will be astronomical. 

 

(Dead Body Reality #7) - It will be publicized that Israel is doing this burial work.  39:13b 

 

The entire world will be speaking about the fact that Russia and her allies went to attack Israel 

and God intervened and destroyed them and now Israel is spending all of her time burying dead 

bodies. 

 

When this testimony is being given, God says, “I will glorify Myself.”  People will know God  

is a sovereign God and that you do not tamper with Israel. 

 

(Dead Body Reality #8) - There will be a major search for dead bodies.  39:14-16 

 

This is so fascinating.  According to verse 14, at the end of seven months, there will be an 

employment of certain people whose job it will be to go through the land and search it out to  

find more bodies.   

 

Just imagine the miracle here.  Today, Israel has a fraction of land and she is always on the alert 

for enemies.  At this point she will be traveling through all the land looking for dead bodies of 

enemies. 
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According to verse 15, there will be many people visiting the land and apparently they will  

spot some bodies and mark them until the buriers can take them back to Hamon-gog for burial.   

 

According to verse 16, there will be a new city named Hamonah which means multitude or 

hordes. 

 

Verses 17-20 are amazing.  We who live in this country have hunting seasons in which we  

hunt animals.  The natural role of animals and people is that people use animals for food.  God  

is going to reverse this role and when this judgment occurs, He will call birds and animals to 

partake of a sacrifice for them.   

 

The birds and beast will eat the flesh and drink the blood of the entire Russian army and her 

allies.  There will be so much carnage for the birds and animals that it is as if they were eating 

rams, lambs, goats and bulls.  It is predicted that Russia and her allies will eventually become 

food for predator animals and birds. 

 

They will be fattened with dead bodies and dead horses and all the men of war. 

 

Now God wraps up this chapter in verses 21-24 by making four final predictions: 

 

Prediction #1 - When God does this His glory will be set in all the nations.  39:21 

 

No nation in the world will speak lightly of God or Israel.  “All nations” will glorify the God  

of the Bible and the God of Israel. 

 

Prediction #2 - When God does this all Israel will forever know God is her God.  39:22 

 

This is something Israel has neglected to realize; but she won’t when God does this. 

 

Prediction #3 - When God does this all nations will know that Israel is God’s nation even  

                               though He did not bless her in her land.  39:23-24 

 

Most nations don’t get this point.  The reason Israel is not in her land and being blessed by God 

is because God has let her experience negative things because she has been treacherous in her 

relationship with God. 

 

Prediction #4 - When God does this God will completely restore and bless Israel in her land. 

                              39:25-29 

 

There are some amazing blessings that God has promised for Israel: 

 

(Blessing #1) - God will restore all of the fortunes to Israel.  29:25 

 

(Blessing #2) - God will cause them to forget all of the evil they did against God.  29:26a 
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(Blessing #3) - God will cause Israel to live securely in her land.  29:26b 

 

(Blessing #4) - God will be sanctified in the sight of all the nations as the God of Israel.  29:27 

 

(Blessing #5) - God will be known as Israel’s God by all of Israel.  29:28 

 

(Blessing #6) - God will pour out His Spirit on Israel.  29:29 


