
Servants of the Gospel 
Bible Pledge 

 

Good morning, everyone.  Turn in your bibles to Ephesians 3.  While you’re doing that, I’d like 

to give you some words and I want you to notice the feeling that the words give you. 

 

Constrained, bound, prisoner, enslaved, captured, indebted.  On the surface these words have 

negative connotations.  They have dark feeling to them.  Especially as Americans who treasure 

freedom, liberty, independence, self-determination, self-governance. 

 

But what if we qualified some of those words? 

 Constrained by Love 

 Prisoner of Christ Jesus 

 Slaves of Jesus Christ 

 Captured by Grace 

 Indebted to the Gospel 

 

Now - for any of us who have been redeemed from sin, forgiven, made children of God, 

adopted by God, chosen by God, saved by God - these phrases have a ring of appropriateness to 

them. 

 

This morning we look once again at Ephesians 3:1-13.  Whereas last week we focused on the 

mystery of how God, through the Gospel, brought us into God’s family, and integrated us with 

the family of faith; today we are going to focus on our responsibility to the Gospel, having been 

brought by it to God. 

 

As I read this text I want you to pay close attention to the things Paul says about his calling by 

Christ to communicate the Gospel.  I’m reading from the NIV today. 

 

Ephesians 3:1-13 NIV 

 

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  

2 Surely you have heard about the stewardship of God's grace that was entrusted to me for 

you,  

3 that is, the mystery which was made known to me by revelation, as I have already briefly 

touched on.  

4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  

5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the 

Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.  

6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles can now be heirs together with God’s 

chosen people, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 

Jesus.  

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the 

working of his power.  



8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to announce 

to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,  

9 and to make plain to everyone the stewardship of this mystery, which for ages past was kept 

hidden in God, who created all things.  

10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,  

11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.  

13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are 

your glory.  

 

The Apostle Paul, on the same day he himself discovered God’s grace and forgiveness, was also 

called with a special calling.  God charged him to be the one to spearhead taking the Gospel to 

the Gentiles.  That is to non-Jewish people of all kinds. 

 

The Gospel that saved him is the Gospel he became a servant of, a steward of, a prisoner of and 

suffered for. 

Look at v. 7 again. 7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me 

through the working of his power.  

 

 

And while Paul was called to lead the way in proclamation of the Gospel to the Gentiles, let me 

ask you this: Who did he pass his baton to?  Who is it that is to carry forward this stewardship 

of the Gospel? 

 

Have all Gentiles, people groups, heard the Gospel? 

 

Do all know, like you, that the door has been opened to them to come into the body of Christ – 

the family of God? 

 

Did his stewardship conclude when he died?  Or do we, who have become enlightened by the 

Gospel, now take up this stewardship of service ourselves?  Of course you know the answer to 

that.   

 

Having been saved by the Gospel, having been redeemed, forgiven, made heirs, adopted, 

granted eternal life, filled with the Holy Spirit, and so on, we now are as much servants of the 

Gospel as Paul was.  Servants of the Gospel! 

 

That is the title of the message today.  That is the phrase I want to stick in your mind.  Say it 

with me: Servants of the Gospel. 

 

Paul indicated that it was an Act of Divine Grace and a work of Divine power to elevate him 

from who he was to that of a servant of the Gospel.  And we also, if we have come into faith in 



Jesus Christ, have been elevated to this high and favored position.  We, together, are servants of 

the very Gospel which liberated us from our sin. 

 

So what do we learn about this treasured status?  What does it mean to be a Servant of the 

Gospel? 

 

#1) Service to the Gospel is a Stewardship 

2 Surely you have heard about the stewardship of God's grace that was entrusted to me for 

you,  

 

Quick word study.  The word translated “stewardship” here is “Oikonomous.”  Literally, it was 

a term used to describe the role of house administrator.  Someone to whom the responsibilities 

of a household had been entrusted.  They were a steward in service to an owner.   

 

In this case Paul says he has been entrusted with the grace of God to Gentile peoples.  Let me 

ask you!  What could be more important of a job in all the earth than to be entrusted with the 

key to the kingdom for the sake of the entire non-Jewish world? Everyone’s eternity and 

opportunity to be saved hinged on this stewardship. 

 

Not necessarily, though, by Paul directly.  His stewardship would become the stewardship of all 

who responded to the gospel. 

 

For example, he told Timothy, his protégé, concerning the Gospel …2 Tim 2:2 

 

Nevertheless, it was to start with him and spread from his ministry.  All Gentiles in the church 

trace their spiritual heritage to the man who was a faithful steward of God’s grace to the non-

Jewish world. 

 

#2) Service to the Gospel is an Imprisonment  

 

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  

 

Paul writes this letter from prison.  He is a prisoner of Rome.  HE is under accusation by the 

Jews for defiling the temple by bringing a Gentile into the wrong area and causing a riot.  

Though a false charge, he ended up appealing to Caesar.  But the reason he is in the situation he 

was in is because of his work among the Gentiles.   

 

But he doesn’t consider himself a prisoner of Caesar.  He knows that he goes where the 

sovereign hand of God leads him.  He is a prisoner of Christ Jesus and no one else.  In prison he 

spread the Good News.  Before magistrates he spreads the Good News.  Before governors he 

spreads the Good News.   

 

Why?  Because his service to the Gospel is an imprisonment.  He cannot be free from the need 

of the Gospel to be proclaimed.  And he would never be freed from his responsibility.  As long 



as there were non-Jewish people needing to hear the Good News he was imprisoned to the 

stewardship he had been given for us. 

 

Gospel ministry is not ever something that a Christian is loosed from in this world.  We are 

never released.  But this is not a burden; it’s a blessing. 

 

#3) Service to the Gospel is an undeserved Privilege 

 

Notice verse 8 

8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to announce 

to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,  

 

“less than the least”  Paul knew he was not worthy of or deserving of his stewardship.  He 

knew he had been given an incredible opportunity.  He, no doubt, is referring to being a 

persecutor of the church - killing and imprisoning Christians for spreading the Gospel that he 

now stewards and serves.   

 

God is so awesome.  Here Paul was out trying to stamp out Christianity with all of his might 

and God says I’m looking for a guy to head up world evangelization.  I’m looking for the man 

to entrust the Gospel for the rest of the world to. 

 

Oh, look.  Here’s a guy.  He has a whole group of blood-thirsty people with him on his way to 

persecute my followers and shut down the Gospel.  I think I’ll meet with him and hand him the 

responsibility. 

 

Jesus revealed himself to Paul and commissioned him to a life imprisoned by the very Gospel 

he wanted to stop.  And he gave the rest of his life to his commission. 

 

#4) Service to the Gospel is worth the price 

  

13 I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are 

your glory.  
 

This statement seems to indicate that Paul is aware that his readers know and feel badly for 

what he is going through for bringing the gospel to them.  They realize that he is suffering 

because of his commitment to them.  

 

But by saying don’t be discouraged or disheartened by this he is saying it is worth it.   

 

That is the spirit of the missionary.  It is worth whatever the price to get the Gospel to people 

who need to hear and need to know. 

 

  



Conclusion:  The world awaits our faithfulness 

 

So as we step back and consider this message from Paul to his readers, what cues can we take 

from this for ourselves? 

The baton has been handed off to those who receive the Gospel.   

We’ve heard it and been saved by, and so we are now stewards of it. 

The world awaits our faithful service to the Gospel. 

So what does it look like to carry out service to the Gospel? 

Supporting:  

Pray,  

Give,  

Go 

Direct:  

Identify,  

Invest,  

Invite 

As long as we walk, talk, and breathe on this planet we are servants of the Gospel. 

The world awaits yours and my faithful service to the Gospel. 

And it is the greatest privilege of our lives.  More than being entrusted with children, with 

money, with talents and skills.  Being a servant to the Gospel is worth whatever price we may 

have to pay.     

It’s worth it.   

 

 

 


