
Suffering to Comfort Others
2 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 

of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God 

which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all 

Achaia: 2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and 

from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, 

that we may be able to comfort them which are in 

any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in 

us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 6 And 

whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and 

salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of 

the same sufferings which we also suffer: 
or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and 

salvation. 7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as 

ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of 
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the consolation. 8 For we would not, brethren, have you 

ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, 

that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, 

insomuch that we despaired even of life: 9 But we had the 

sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not 

trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: 

10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth 

deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 11 Ye 

also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift 

bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may 

be given by many on our behalf. 

• Paul started the church at Corinth and pastored the church 

for 18 months Acts 18:1-18 After these things Paul departed 

from Athens, and came to Corinth; 2 And found a certain 

Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, 

with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had 

commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto 

them. 3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode 

with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were 

tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every 
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sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. 5 

And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, 

Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews 

that Jesus was Christ. 6 And when they opposed 

themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said 

unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: 

from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. 7 And he 

departed thence, and entered into a certain man’s house, 

named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house 

joined hard to the synagogue. 8 And Crispus, the 

chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the 

Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians 

hearing believed, and were baptized. 9 Then spake the 

Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but 

speak, and hold not thy peace: 10 For I am with thee, and 

no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much 

people in this city. 11 And he continued there a 

year and six months, teaching the word 

of God among them. 12 And when Gallio was the 

deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with one 
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accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat, 

13 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship God 

contrary to the law. 14 And when Paul was now about to 

open his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If it were a 

matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye Jews, reason 

would that I should bear with you: 15 But if it be a question 

of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will 

be no judge of such matters. 16 And he drave them from the 

judgment seat. 17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the 

chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the 

judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things. 18 

And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and 

then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence 

into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his 

head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow. 

• He later sent Timothy to try to help when they began having 

serious problems I Corinthians 4:17 For this cause have I 

sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and 

faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into 

remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I 

teach every where in every church. 
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• It seems that Paul made a visit after this to confront some 

trouble makers II Corinthians 2:1 But I determined this with 

myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness.

• He then wrote a very harsh letter that Titus took to them 

II Corinthians 2:4-9 For out of much affliction and anguish of 

heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should 

be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I 

have more abundantly unto you. 5 But if any have 

caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may 

not overcharge you all. 6 Sufficient to such a man is this 

punishment, which was inflicted of many. 7 So that 

contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 

him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with 

overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would 

confirm your love toward him. 9 For to this end also did I 

write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be 

obedient in all things. 

7:8-12 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do 

not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the 

same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a 

season. 9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but 
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that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry 

after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in 

nothing. 10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 

salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world 

worketh death. 11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye 

sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought 

in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what 

indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, 

what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved 

yourselves to be clear in this matter. 12 Wherefore, though 

I wrote unto you, I did it not for his cause that had done 

the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered wrong, but that 

our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto you.

• Titus and Paul talked and then Paul wrote II Corinthians

• Paul writes the book of II Corinthians for several reasons

• He wants to encourage the church to forgive and restore 

the member who caused so much trouble 

II Corinthians 2:6-11 6 Sufficient to such a man is this 

punishment, which was inflicted of many. 7 So that 

contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 

him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with 
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overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye 

would confirm your love toward him. 9 For to this end 

also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, 

whether ye be obedient in all things. 10 To whom ye 

forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, 

to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the 

person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get an 

advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his 

devices. 

• He explains his change of plans II Corinthians 1:15-22 And 

in this confidence I was minded to come unto you 

before, that ye might have a second benefit; 16 And 

to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of 

Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my 

way toward Judaea. 17 When I therefore was thus 

minded, did I use lightness? or the things that I 

purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that 

with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay? 18 But as 

God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay. 19 

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached 

among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and 

Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea. 20 
                                        ! Suffering to Comfort Others, II Corinthians, Vision Baptist Church, August 5, 2012                              ! 7 of 22



For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 

Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 21 Now he which 

stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is 

God; 22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 

the Spirit in our hearts. 

• He reminds them of his authority as an apostle 

II Corinthians 4:1-2 Therefore seeing we have this 

ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 2 But 

have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 

walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 

deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 

commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the 

sight of God. 10-12 Always bearing about in the body the 

dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 

made manifest in our body. 11 For we which live are alway 

delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of 

Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 12 

So then death worketh in us, but life in you.

• He wants to encourage them to participate in the special 

relief offering, faith promise II Corinthians 8-9

• Suffering is not necessarily due to sin or failure in your life
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• Often God has other purposes for suffering

• Why does God allow bad things to happen to His people

• To test our faith, is it real Proverbs 17:3 The fining pot is 

for silver, and the furnace for gold: But the Lord trieth 

the hearts.  II Chronicles 32:31 Howbeit in the business 

of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent 

unto him to inquire of the wonder that was done in the 

land, God left him, to try him, that he might know all 

that was in his heart.  Deuteronomy 8:2 And thou shalt 

remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee 

these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and 

to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 

thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.

• No trial can destroy genuine faith it will always result in 

praise to God I Peter 1:6-7 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 

though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 

through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your 

faith, being much more precious than of gold that 

perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 

praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
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Christ: 

• True faith cries out with Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet 

will I trust in him: But I will maintain mine own ways 

before him. 

• Trials leave us with no recourse but to turn to God 

• Our trials make heaven sweeter Romans 5:3-5 And not 

only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, 

experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh 

not ashamed; because the love of God is 

shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us. 

II Corinthians 4:17-18 For our light affliction, which is 

but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18 While we 

look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 

temporal; but the things which are not seen are 

eternal. 
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• Trials don't make us into something they simply reveal 

who we are and what is in us

• Trials will reveal what you really love Romans 5:3-4 And 

not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing 

that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, 

experience; and experience, hope: Acts 5:41 And they 

departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that 

they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.  

I Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 

Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 

revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

•  “Hold everything in your hands lightly, otherwise it hurts 

when God pries your fingers open.” Corrie Ten Boom

• Trials will produce character in true believers but cause 

those that love the world to react in anger and despair 

when they lose what they love

• Trials teach us obedience Psalm 119:67 Before I was 

afflicted I went astray: But now have I kept thy word.  
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71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; That 

I might learn thy statutes. Hebrews 12:5-11 And ye have 

forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as 

unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of 

the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For 

whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 

every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, 

God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he 

whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without 

chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye 

bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had 

fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 

them reverence: shall we not much rather be in 

subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For 

they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 

pleasure; but he for our profit, that we 

might be partakers of his holiness. 11 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 

but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 

peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 

exercised thereby.
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• God uses trials to strengthen us for greater usefulness 

James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 

into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying 

of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience 

have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 

entire, wanting nothing.

• God allows trials so we can be comforted to be able to 

comfort others Luke 22:31-32 And the Lord said, Simon, 

Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he 

may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, 

that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 

converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

•  II Corinthians 1:4 Who comforteth us in all 

our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 

we ourselves are comforted of God.

1. He comforts us in all of our tribulation 3 Blessed be God, 

even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies, and the God of all comfort; 4 Who 
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comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 

may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by 

the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

a. God is the God of all comfort II Samuel 24:14 But thou, O 

Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, 

Longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

Psalm 86:15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of 

compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering, and 

plenteous in mercy and truth. Psalm 103:8 The Lord 

is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and 

plenteous in mercy. 13 Like as a father pitieth his 

children, So the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 

Micah 7:18-19 Who is a God like unto thee, 

that pardoneth iniquity, And passeth by the 

transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He 

retaineth not his anger for ever, Because 

he delighteth in mercy. 19 He will turn again, he 

will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our 

iniquities; And thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths 

of the sea.  Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 
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for his great love wherewith he loved us,  

I Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, which according to his 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 

lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead,  II Thessalonians 2:16-17 Now our Lord Jesus 

Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath 

loved us, and hath given us everlasting 

consolation and good hope through grace, 17 

Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word 

and work. 

b. He comforts us in our tribulation

i. He promises to never leave us Hebrews 13:5 Let your 

conversation be without covetousness; and be content 

with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will 

never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

ii. He is for us no matter who is against us 

Romans 8:31-39 What shall we then say to these 

things? If God be for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, 
                                        ! Suffering to Comfort Others, II Corinthians, Vision Baptist Church, August 5, 2012                            ! 15 of 22



but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 

him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay 

any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God 

that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is 

Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 

even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 

intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all 

the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am 

persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

iii. He is faithful to give us what we need to make it 

through I Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation 

taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 

faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
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above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 

also make a way to escape, that ye may be 

able to bear it.

iv. He will finish what He started in me Philippians 1:6 

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath 

begun a good work in you will perform it until 

the day of Jesus Christ: 

c. The Comforter lives inside of you!

d. The Word of God speaks to you

e. God hears and answers prayer

f. God uses others to bring the comfort you need

g. If you have served God long you know that He will meet 

your needs

2. That we may comfort others 4 Who comforteth us 

in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 

wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

a. As we get comfort from God we are able to help others

b. He builds us up to help others
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c. Suffering is one of God’s equipping tools

d. We are able to speak words of grace and salt

e. We are able to pray better for others going through the 

same thing

f. As you grow and mature God will prepare you to better 

help others. 

g. Realize He is not trying to hurt you but to help you help 

others

3. We get as much comfort as we do suffering 5 For as the 

sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation 

also aboundeth by Christ. 7 And our hope of you is 

stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the 

sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.

a. There seems to be a correlation between the amount of 

suffering and the amount of comfort you get 

I Peter 4:12-16 Beloved, think it not strange 

concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 

some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, 

inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 

that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 

also with exceeding joy. 14 If ye be reproached for the 
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name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of 

God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, 

but on your part he is glorified. 15 But let none of you 

suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as 

a busybody in other men’s matters. 16 Yet if any man 

suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let 

him glorify God on this behalf. 

b. The more Paul suffered the more God gave Him grace and 

comfort

c. Remember we were called to cross bearing, dying, 

serving, suffering, which are all the opposite of what 

popular preachers would tell you

d. “There is no pit so deep, that God's love is not deeper 

still.” Corrie Ten Boom

e. “You can never learn that Christ is all you need, until 

Christ is all you have.” Corrie Ten Boom

4. Paul’s suffering was for others 6 And whether we be 

afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is 

effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we 
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also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your 

consolation and salvation.

a. It seems that the Corinthians thought that Paul was 

suffering due to sin or some failure on his part

b. He tells them that his suffering is for them

c. It is his call to do the work of God that has brought about 

his suffering

d. He is willing to pay any price to see them get the gospel 

and mature in Christ II Corinthians 12:15 And I will very 

gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more 

abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. 

e. If you intend to serve God by helping others you must 

know that loving and serving comes with much suffering. 

Ask any mother. 

5. We can be discouraged 8 For we would not, brethren, have 

you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that 

we were pressed out of measure, above strength, 

insomuch that we despaired even of life:

a. You may think that you are the only one that ever gets 

discouraged but you are not alone

b. Paul had more trouble than he could take 
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c. Paul got to the point he wondered if he would live

d. Having troubles come on you is not necessarily your fault 

but how you deal with them is

e. Suffering by definition hurts. When you are suffering it is 

easy to get discouraged but God has a purpose in your 

suffering

6. Suffering teaches us not to trust ourselves 9 But we had 

the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should 

not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth 

the dead:

a. Paul probably felt like he would surely die in the service of 

the king so the suffering was expected

b. Paul also knew that he couldn’t trust himself. He was a 

man and would make a mistake

c. He knew that he had to trust only in Jesus

d. God even sent him some special suffering to remind him 

to trust II Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My 

grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 

perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 

glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
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rest upon me. 

7. Praying and trusting him to deliver us 10 Who delivered us 

from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust 

that he will yet deliver us; 11 Ye also helping together 

by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the 

means of many persons thanks may be given by many on 

our behalf.

a. God has delivered us in the past

b. God is a God that delivers-that is what He does

c. Since we know God, His character, and what He has done 

in the past we will trust Him with this now

d. You can make a difference in the life of another by 

praying

e. You can help with your prayers

f. God is good. We know that. He would never allow 

anything in my life that wasn’t for my best. He will use 

this for His honor and glory
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