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WALK BY FAITH 
 
Hebrews 10:26–39 
 

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28 He that 
despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 of how 
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 But call to remembrance 
the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of 
afflictions; 33 partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by reproaches and 
afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. 
34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your 
goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance. 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that 
shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if 
any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of 
them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul (KJV). 

 
RETURN TO PURPOSEFUL SIN 
 
Hebrews 10:26 
 

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins (KJV), 

 
This passage naturally follows the previous one regarding the failure to fellowship with other 
believers. This passage provides a principle for those Jewish people who were in the first 
century church that had rejected the truth of the coming judgment of all. If they were genuine 
believers their spiritual eternal salvation was assured but they would suffer bodily in some 
manner. If they were not saved then the significance of their willful sin would render them 
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unsaved and Hell is their destination. Paul previously warned that, by failing to fellowship, 
apostasy may already have taken place because some refuse the assembling together. Because 
some have already stopped associating with other believers, a warning follows. If you 
purposefully sin by returning to Judaism and leave Christ they were guilty of a massive sin.  
 
This is not the accidental sins all commit from time to time out of ignorance. This is a willful 
sin. For this there is no remedy. If they are spiritually unsaved there is only Hell because there 
is no other atonement for their sin than Jesus’ work on the cross. If they are saved then the 
penalty is physical death. 
 
While the cross covers all sins for eternity, there is a sin here that the cross of Christ will not 
cover in this life. This is a sin they continue to commit even though they know it is wrong. In 
this particular context, it refers to the Jewish people in the church going back to Judaism and 
remaining there. This action is actually a total denial of all their former beliefs and actions that 
were good and right. The major offence this sin has is the repudiation of their previous 
confession that Jesus is the Christ or Messiah. 
 
Further, we see that the sin involves separating themselves from other believers permanently, 
because they are afraid of the persecution with which they are threatened. It means to return to 
Judaism, the Temple, and the adherence to practices that are now outside God’s will. This 
would be like a person in the church today leaving and going to some pagan practice such as 
the new-age.  
 
Even worse, this sin involves a denunciation of the three elements of verse 29 that includes the 
work of the Son, the work of the Father, and the work of the Holy Spirit. For this kind of sin, 
there is no further sacrifice and the individual is therefore subject to judgment. The judgment 
is physical not spiritual.  
 
THEIR COMING PHYSICAL JUDGMENT 
 
Hebrews 10:27 
 

27 but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries (KJV). 

 
This judgment will be the result of rejecting the only way. There are no additional sacrifices 
for willful apostasy. The apostates will receive the judgment which is described as a fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. For this group and in this context it was the 
physical judgment of 70 AD when God caused the Roman legions under Titus Vespasian to 
destroy the Temple and Jerusalem. Only the genuine believers who trusted in Christ and His 
warning were exempted. Jesus gave the commandment to the Jewish believers in the Olivet 
Discourse to find safety during the judgment. 
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Luke 21:20–24 
 

20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the 
desolation thereof is nigh. 21 Then let them which are in Judea flee to the 
mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them 
that are in the countries enter thereinto. 22 For these be the days of vengeance, that 
all things which are written may be fulfilled. 23 But woe unto them that are with 
child, and to them that give suck, in those days, for there shall be great distress in 
the land, and wrath upon this people. 24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled (KJV). 

The Lord Jesus gave the Jewish believers the sign indicating the fact that Jerusalem was about 
to be destroyed. It was the encircling of the City of Jerusalem by armies. He told them that 
they were to leave Jerusalem and Judea and flee outside the Land. This sign would mark the 
soon coming destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

In the year A.D. 66, the first Jewish revolt against the Romans started over the entire country 
of Israel. Cestus Gallus, the first Roman military leader came with his armies from Caesarea 
and surrounded Jerusalem. This was the sign that Jesus had promised, and the Jewish believers 
knew that Jerusalem would soon be destroyed. He told them to leave the city when they saw 
the armies surrounding Jerusalem. Only the faithful to Jesus and Christianity adhered to the 
Lord’s command. During the time that the Romans were surrounding the city is was nearly 
impossible for the Jews to leave the city. Gallus realized that he did not have enough supplies 
to continue the siege, so he went back to Caesarea for more. On the way, he was attacked by 
Jewish forces and killed. It was at this time that the city was not surrounded by the armies, 
enabling the Jewish believers to escape according to the Lord’s command. They crossed the 
Jordan River establishing a new community in the town of Pella in the Transjordan. They were 
joined by Jewish believers from Judea, Galilee, and the Golan. There they waited Jesus’ 
prophecy to be fulfilled. In the year A.D. 68, a new Roman general by the name of Vespasian 
and his son, Titus, again besieged the city, and in the year A.D. 70, the city and the Temple 
were destroyed. Approximately 1,100,000 Jews were killed in the final siege, but not one 
Jewish believer that remained in the Church died.1 
 
The unsaved and the Jews that went back to Judaism were decimated during the final siege 
which took 1,100,000 Jewish lives. God will harm genuine believers physically when we 
wilfully sin against His protection. The unsaved who continue in sin are destined for eternal 
damnation in Hell.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1987). The works of Josephus: complete and unabridged ( Wars II.XIX.7 p. 
632). Peabody: Hendrickson. 
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EXAMPLE FROM THE MOSAIC LAW 
 
Hebrews 10:28–29 
 

28 He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 
29 of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace (KJV)? 

 
Under the old covenant anyone who disobeyed the Law of Moses was punished by death.  All 
it took was the testimony of two or three witnesses. If the person had rejected Moses authority 
they had committed a very serious infraction of God’s Law. It was treated similarly as idolatry. 
There were sacrifices to atone for sins that were intentional but if some willfully rejected God’s 
covenant and followed another god there was no mercy and no sacrifice available. 
 
Deuteronomy 17:2–7 
 

2If there be found in the midst of thee, within any of thy gates which Jehovah thy 
God giveth thee, man or woman, that doeth that which is evil in the sight of 
Jehovah thy God, in transgressing his covenant, 3and hath gone and served other 
gods, and worshipped them, or the sun, or the moon, or any of the host of heaven, 
which I have not commanded; 4and it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it; then 
shalt thou inquire diligently; and, behold, if it be true, and the thing certain, that 
such abomination is wrought in Israel, 5then shalt thou bring forth that man or 
that woman, who hath done this evil thing, unto thy gates, even the man or the 
woman; and thou shalt stone them to death with stones. 6At the mouth of two 
witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is to die be put to death; at the mouth 
of one witness he shall not be put to death. 7The hand of the witnesses shall be first 
upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So thou 
shalt put away the evil from the midst of thee (ASV, 1901). 

 
If God caused physical death for breaking the old covenant the punishment for not believing 
the Gospel of Jesus would be much greater. Those who reject Christ and continue to sin will 
receive a terrible punishment, far worse that those who rejected the old covenant. Therefore, 
the nature of the judgment in this context means physical death (vv. 28–29). Second, it means 
physical death in the A.D. 70 judgment (vv. 25, 27). Because the blessings under the Church 
are greater than the Mosaic Law the punishment is greater too. There are three indictments 
against these people. 
 

1. They trampled the Son of God which conveys strong antagonism toward Jesus. 
2. They have treated the blood of Jesus’ sacrifice as if it were common and unholy or 

defiled. Since the blood of Jesus ratified the New Covenant this rejection is the ultimate 
of all rejections. 

3. They have insulted and enraged the Holy Spirit. This is equilivant to blaspheming the 
Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31–32). Christ’s sacrifice is tied to the Holy Spirit so this is 
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the connection to the insulting of the Holy Spirit. The blasphemy of the Holy Spirit was 
making the claim that Jesus was not the Messiah on the basis of His being demon 
possessed and this was unpardonable. In essence, if these Jewish believers go back into 
Judaism, they will face physical death because, by going back, they are visibly rejecting 
the work of the Triune God. The unsaved will experience both physical death and 
spiritual death. 

 
GOD ALWAYS GETS HIS VENGEANCE 
 
Hebrews 10:30–31 
 

30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will 
recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (KJV). 

 
One of God’s characteristics is His perfect justice. He is faithful to His promises. Because of 
His character the apostle here writes that The Lord shall judge his people. Vengeance is the 
sole prerogative of God (Deuteronomy 32:35). He says He will repay and He always does and 
will. The text here reads that “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”. This 
is a common expression and refers to anyone falling into and under the power of his enemies 
such as during war time. When a person falls into the hands of his war time enemies there is 
no law or love between him and them, and he can expect nothing but death. This is what it is 
to fall into the hands of the living God. There is nothing in the law, there is nothing in the 
Gospel that can be appealed to in order to stop the punishment. This is a dreadful fate to befall 
anyone. People are not prone to think about this. But God’s judgment exists and will be 
dreadful, terrible, and eternally destructive of everything that is not God ordained. Believers 
who sin purposefully will be judged in some physical or circumstantial manner. Unbelievers 
who by their very nature are purposeful sinners will be in Hell which is eternal separation from 
God in a torturous existence for ever. 
 
GOD PROVIDES ENCOURAGEMENT 
 
Hebrews 10:32–39 
 

 32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, 
ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 33 partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock 
both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of 
them that were so used. 34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven 
a better and an enduring substance. 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, 
which hath great recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, 
after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little 
while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall 
live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe 
to the saving of the soul (KJV). 
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In order to encourage the Jews considering a return to rabbinic Judaism, the apostle reminds 
them about which they already have suffered because of their identification with Christ and 
the Church. As soon as they had broken their ties with the old order they were subjected to 
suffering. Some of this came to them directly, while some suffered indirectly as in family 
members or friends because they identified with those who were being so treated. Paul himself, 
one of those, after Christ saved him was later imprisoned. They had shown compassion to him 
while he was in prison. All that they had endured joyfully and sacrificially was an evidence of 
their “love and good works” (10:24). All these were evidence of the genuineness of their faith 
for the believers in Jesus Christ and a manifestation of faith’s outworking in their lives. 
 
The exhortation Cast not away … your boldness; therefore, in light of what he just said above, 
is analogous to casting away their confidence. Their past experiences should be lessons to 
encourage them to patient endurance. The reason they must again exercise patient endurance 
is so they will not lose their rewards because there is great recompense of reward at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. This means the loss of rewards in the next life and the Messianic 
Kingdom as well (vv. 35–36). Here again, the background is the Mosaic Law, which shows 
that for some sins there was no sacrifice. 
 
Numbers 15:29–31 
 

29Ye shall have one law for him that doeth aught unwittingly, for him that is home-
born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among 
them. 30But the soul that doeth aught with a high hand, whether he be home-born 
or a sojourner, the same blasphemeth Jehovah; and that soul shall be cut off from 
among his people. 31Because he hath despised the word of Jehovah, and hath 
broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be 
upon him (ASV, 1901). 

 
 This is the second deterrent to apostasy: not to lose rewards.   To illustrate this point, the author 
quotes Habakkuk 2:3–4. There the prophet had expressed his concern over the sin so evident 
in his nation. It appeared that God took no notice of it, for it seemed to go unjudged. But God 
responded by promising He would judge that nation by bringing the Babylonians against them. 
They would be God’s instruments through which judgment would come. Even though the 
judgment was delayed to give the people an opportunity to repent, the judgment was certain. 
However, while the righteous wait for that judgment to fall upon the guilty, they must live by 
faith (Habakkuk 2:4). The application is that the just must live by faith in the faithfulness of 
God. Even though judgment on the unbelieving nation is delayed and believers are undergoing 
persecution, they must live by faith. The prophet Habakkuk anticipated that some might not 
live by faith, but might instead draw back. The phrase “draw back” has in it the idea of 
shrinking because of fear or cowardice. One who did this was certainly not walking by faith. 
His drawing back would be considered an act of disobedience that stemmed from his unbelief. 
 
It is important to remember the national sin of Israel at Kadesh Barnea. Next to them was the 
land and a life of peace and rest that, in obedience to the command of God, they were to possess 
by faith. But that generation did not respond to the promises of God by faith but rebelled 
because of unbelief. God’s displeasure toward those who refused to live by faith resulted in 
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the judgment passed upon them. While they did not forfeit their status as a redeemed people, 
they did lose the blessings they could obtain only by faith. 
 

Finally, the apostle states his confidence as encouragement that his readers will not repeat the 
sin of their forefathers by refusing to live by faith and thus forfeit the blessings God has 
provided for those who live by faith.  

The apostle’s thinking here is very similar to that which he had previously presented in chapter 
6. All the spiritual blessings they had experienced validated the genuineness of the efficacy of 
the Church and its spiritual blessings. But if their walk by faith should be interrupted, and they 
should not go on to maturity, they would suffer the consequences that would come from 
abandoning the life of faith. Thus, their need for the believer is not to come to faith, but rather 
to continue to walk by faith and to let faith produce its fruit, which is patient endurance. 
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