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The Unbelief of the Jews Announced 
and the Sovereign Plan of God Affirmed 

Pt.5 
John 6:30-40  

John 6:30–40 (NKJV)
30 Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You 

perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What 
work will You do? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the 
desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven 
to eat.’ ”

32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but 
My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the 
bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.”

34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread 
always.”

35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He 
who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes 
in Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have 
seen Me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives 
Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 
by no means cast out. 38 For I have come down from 
heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent 
Me. 39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all 
He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it 
up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent 
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Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him 
may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day.”

Introduction: 

Langston Hughes (February 1, 1902 – May 22, 1967) 
was an American poet, social activist, novelist, playwright, 
and columnist from Joplin, Missouri.
He was one of the earliest innovators of the then-new 
literary art form called jazz poetry. Hughes is best known 
as a leader of the Harlem Renaissance in New York City.

I was saved from sin when I was going on thirteen. 
But not really saved. It happened like this. There 
was a big revival at my Auntie Reed’s church. 
Every night for weeks there had been much 
preaching, singing, praying, and shouting, and 
some very hardened sinners had been brought to 
Christ, and the membership of the church had 
grown by leaps and bounds. Then just before the 
revival ended, they held a special meeting for 
children, “to bring the young lambs to the fold.” My 
aunt spoke of it for days ahead. That night I was 
escorted to the front row and placed on the 
mourners’ bench with all the other young sinners, 
who had not yet been brought to Jesus. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joplin,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz_poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem_Renaissance
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My aunt told me that when you were saved you 
saw a light, and something happened to you 
inside! And Jesus came into your life! And God was 
with you from then on! She said you could see and 
hear and feel Jesus in your soul. I believed her. I 
had heard a great many old people say the same 
thing and it seemed to me they ought to know. So 
I sat there calmly in the hot, crowded church, 
waiting for Jesus to come to me. 
 
The preacher preached a wonderful rhythmical 
sermon, all moans and shouts and lonely cries and 
dire pictures of hell, and then he sang a song 
about the ninety and nine safe in the fold, but one 
little lamb was left out in the cold. Then he said: 
“Won’t you come? Won’t you come to Jesus? Young 
lambs, won’t you come?” And he held out his arms 
to all us young sinners there on the mourners’ 
bench. And the little girls cried. And some of them 
jumped up and went to Jesus right away. But most 
of us just sat there. 
 
A great many old people came and knelt around us 
and prayed, old women with jet-black faces and 
braided hair, old men with work-gnarled hands. 
And the church sang a song about the lower lights 
are burning, some poor sinners to be saved. And 
the whole building rocked with prayer and song. 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Still I kept waiting to see Jesus. 
 
Finally all the young people had gone to the altar 
and were saved, but one boy and me. He was a 
rounder’s son named Westley. Westley and I were 
surrounded by sisters and deacons praying. It was 
very hot in the church, and getting late now. 
Finally Westley said to me in a whisper: 
“Goddamit,  I’m tired o’ sitting here. Let’s get up 
and be saved.” So he got up and was saved. 
 
Then I was left all alone on the mourners’ bench. 
My aunt came and knelt at my knees and cried, 
while prayers and songs swirled all around me in 
the little church. The whole congregation prayed 
for me alone, in a mighty wail of moans and 
voices. And I kept waiting serenely for Jesus, 
waiting, waiting – but he didn’t come. I wanted to 
see him, but nothing happened to me. Nothing! I 
wanted something to happen to me, but nothing 
happened. 
 
I heard the songs and the minister saying: “Why 
don’t you come? My dear child, why don’t you 
come to Jesus? Jesus is waiting for you . He wants 
you. Why don’t you come? Sister Reed, what is this 
child’s name?” 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“Langston,” my aunt sobbed.  
 
“Langston, why don’t you come? Why don’t you 
come and be saved? Oh, Lamb of God! Why don’t 
you come?” 
 
Now it was really getting late. I began to be 
ashamed of myself, holding everyone up so long. I 
began to wonder what God thought about Westley, 
who certainly hadn’t seen Jesus either, but who 
was now sitting proudly on the platform, swinging 
his knickerbockered legs and grinning down at me, 
surrounded by deacons and old women on their 
knees praying. God had not struck Westley dead 
for taking his name in vain or for lying in the 
temple. So I decided that maybe to save further 
trouble, I’d better lie, too, and say that Jesus had 
come, and get up and be saved. 
 
So I got up. 
 
Suddenly the whole room broke into a sea of 
shouting, as they saw me rise. Waves of rejoicing 
swept the place. Women leaped in the air. My aunt 
threw her arms around me. The minister took me 
by the hand and led me to the platform. 
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!  
 
 
When things quieted down, in a hushed silence, 
punctuated by a few ecstatic “amens,” all the new 
young lambs were blessed in the name of God. 
Then joyous singing filled the room. 
 
That night, for the first time in my life but one – 
for I was a big boy twelve years old – I cried, in 
bed alone, and couldn’t stop. I buried my head 
under the quilts, but my aunt heard me. She woke 
up and told my uncle I was crying because the 
Holy Ghost had come into my life, and because I 
had seen Jesus. But I was really crying because I 
couldn’t bear to tell her that I had lied, that I had 
deceived everybody in the church, and hadn’t seen 
Jesus, and that now I didn’t believe there was a 
Jesus any more, since he didn’t come to help me.
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On May 22, 1967, Hughes died in New York City at the 
age of 65 from complications after abdominal surgery 
related to prostate cancer.

he was a committed atheist 

In “Damned Through the Church”, John Warwick 
Montgomery exposes the downfalls of the past and 
contemporary church. In doing this, he opens the door for 
truth to come in, this truth being the Word of God. 

In this book, Montgomery shares with his reader the 
strong theology that will renew any Christian that hears it. 
Montgomery returns to the Scriptures to remind the reader 
of the true purpose of the church: preaching the gospel. 
He counters this against the four "damnable epochs of 
church history": sacramentalism, rationalism, orthodoxism, 
and politicism, all of which, unfortunately, are still alive and 
well in the church today. He also discusses the current 
rising of activism, subjectivism, togetherness, and 
ecumenicalism. Presenting the reader with all these self-
centered views of the church, Montgomery is able to bring 
the reader to a point where he may present the true center 
of the church: Christ. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostate_cancer
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Review

I. The Unbelief of the Jews  Announced 

35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. 
He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he 
who believes in Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to 
you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe.

II. The Sovereign Plan of God Affirmed 
A. The Plan Stated

37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the 
one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

In this Great text we see. 

1. Sovereign Election
2. Irresistible Grace
3. Perseverance of the Saints
4. Preservation of the Saints 
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1.  Sovereign Election  ====Unconditional Election 
    v37 All that the Father gives Me

2. Irresistible Grace  =======Effectual Calling 
     v.37  will come to Me

3. Perseverance of the Saints===== Continued belief
v. 37 and the one who comes to Me

4. Preservation of the Saints====Eternal Security 
 v.37 I will by no means cast out.

1. Sovereign Election      ====Unconditional 
Election 

37 All that the Father gives Me
John 6:39 (NKJV)
39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He 
has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
at the last day.

John 17:1–2 (NKJV)
17 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, 
and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, 
that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given 
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Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life 
to as many as You have given Him.
John 17:6 (NKJV)

6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You 
have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You 
gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.
John 17:9 (NKJV)

9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for 
those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours.
John 17:11 (NKJV)
11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your 
name those whom You have given Me,
John 17:24 (NKJV)

24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me 
may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My 
glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before 
the foundation of the world.
John 10:28–29 (NKJV)
28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 
no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (NKJV)
4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.

Ephesians 1:4–5 (NKJV)
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4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons 
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure 
of His will,

2. Irresistible Grace

37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the 
one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

This verse says 
they will come
and the one who comes will not be cast out.

So they are going to come 
yet 
v. 44 and 65 says 

John 6:44 (NKJV)
44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 
Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.

John 6:65 (NKJV)
65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one 
can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My 
Father.”
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So is this a contradiction.  Jesus says they will come, 
yet he says they cant come. So which is it. 

Its Both.  
To understand this we will need to look at 2 things
1. The Reason Men don't come

1. Total Depravity
2. Bondage of the Will

2. The Reason they do Come
1. Effectual Call 
2. Irresistible grace 

2. Perseverance of the Saints

John 6:37 (NKJV)
37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 

the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

John 6:40 (NKJV)
40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may 
have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day.”
John 6:37 (YLT)
37all that the Father doth give to me will come unto me; 
and him who is coming unto me, I may in no wise cast 
without,
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John 6:40 (YLT)
40and this is the will of Him who sent me, that every one 
who is beholding the Son, and is believing in him, may 
have life age-during, and I will raise him up in the last day.’

v.37
and him who is coming unto me
   ἐρχόμενον 
ἔρχομαι   (2064) 
verb: present, middle or passive deponent, participle, accusative, singular, 
masculine 
Find all occurrences (approximately 629) 
 1 to come 
 1 of persons 
 1 to come from one place to another, and used both of 

persons arriving and of those returning 
 2 to appear, make one's appearance, 

who is beholding the Son
ὁ θεωρῶν
θεωρέω (2334)

verb: present, active, participle, nominative, singular, masculine 
Find all occurrences (approximately 57) 
 1 to be a spectator, look at, behold 
 1 to view attentively, take a view of, survey 
 1 to view mentally, consider 
 2 to see 
 1 to perceive with the eyes, to enjoy the presence of one 
 2 to discern, descry 
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 3 to ascertain, find out by seeing 

is believing in him 
πιστεύων  
πιστεύω (4100) 
verb: present, active, participle, nominative, singular, masculine 
Find all occurrences (approximately 248) 
 1 to think to be true, to be persuaded of, to credit, place confidence in 
 1 of the thing believed 
 1 to credit, have confidence 
 2 in a moral or religious reference 
 1 used in the NT of the conviction 

Cometh (ἐρχόμενον). A different verb, emphasizing the 
process of coming.
 Vincent, M. R. (1887). Word studies in the New Testament (Vol. 2, p. 150). New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 

Seeth (θεωρῶν). The word is designedly used. The saving 
vision of Christ is not mere seeing, but earnest 
contemplation. Rev., beholdeth. See on 1:18. Compare ye 
have seen me, and believe not (ver. 36).
 Vincent, M. R. (1887). Word studies in the New Testament (Vol. 2, p. 151). New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 

The perseverance of the saints.  True believers will 
persevere in faith to the end.  Often that doctrine is called 
the doctrine of “eternal security.”  Sometimes it’s sort of 
cryptically said, “Once saved, always saved.”  And, of 
course, all of those things are true. 
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I want you to understand that this is a historic doctrine.  I 
pointed out last time that it’s the most important 
component of salvation, because if salvation were not 
permanent, then the doctrine of election would be called 
into question, the doctrine of justification would be called 
into question, the doctrine of sanctification would be called 
into question, and the doctrine of glorification would be 
called into question.  The calling of God would be called 
into question and therefore the work of the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit would all be called into question as 
well. 
And so what makes the whole of the doctrines of salvation 
come together and stay together is the eternality of 
salvation, the perseverance of the saints.  And this has 
been the historic doctrine of the true church. 

The year was 1644, the place was Westminster Abbey, 
that famous London church.  The room inside the abbey 
was called the “Jerusalem Room.”  The gathering there in 
the year 1644 was a gathering of the best theological 
minds and the greatest biblical scholars in England.  The 
Puritans were the dominating force there, the well-known 
Puritans, lovers of scripture, lovers of God, lovers of 
Christ, lovers of truth.  And these Puritans gathered 
together, about a hundred of them, with lords and 
commoners together.  And they embarked upon a five-
year endeavor, five years of intense study of scripture, five 
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years of intense dialogue, five years of intense scholastic 
effort, five years of discussion, five years to produce a 
statement of doctrine. 
Five years later, in the year 1649, they completed their 
task and what they produced is known as “The 
Westminster Confession of Faith.”  The Westminster 
Confession of Faith.  Well-known Puritans like Thomas 
Goodwin, James Usher, Jay Lightfoot, Samuel Rutherford, 
Jeremiah Burroughs, and the chairman of this group, a 
man named Twisse – T-W-I-S-S-E - labored for these five 
years to produce what has become the most important 
Christian creed called “The Westminster Confession of 
Faith.”
The 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith was first 
published in London in 1677 under the title "A confession 
of Faith put forth by the Elders and Brethren of many 
Congregations of Christians, Baptized upon Profession of 
their Faith in London and the Country. With an Appendices 
concerning Baptism."[3] It was based on the Westminster 
Confession of Faith (1646) and the Savoy Declaration 
(1658), with modifications to reflect Baptist views on 
church organization and baptism.[3] 
In both creeds, among other things, is a statement about 
the security of salvation, about the fact that salvation is 
eternal.  This, they were convinced, was what the Bible 
taught.  They didn’t call it the “security of salvation,” they 
actually called it “perseverance,” and they named it 
correctly.  In The Westminster Confession of Faith there is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Confession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Confession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savoy_Declaration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_polity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
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a brief and unambiguous declaration. The London goes 
into more detail, but for brevity  I quote Westminster 
The Confession says this - and I quote.  “They whom God 
hath accepted in his beloved Son effectually called and 
sanctified by his Spirit can neither totally nor finally fall 
away from a state of grace, but shall certainly persevere 
therein to the end and be eternally saved.”

1. The Certainty of Salvation 
john 4:14
14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him 
will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life.”
 The New King James Version. (1982). (Jn 4:14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

John 5:24
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall 
not come into judgment, but has passed from death into 
life. 
 The New King James Version. (1982). (Jn 5:24). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

John 3:16,18
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. 

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but 
he who does not believe is condemned already, because 
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he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. 
 The New King James Version. (1982). (Jn 3:18). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

John:37-40
37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the 

one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 
38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My 

own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 
39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all 

He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up at the last day. 

40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that 
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him 
may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at 
the last day.”

 The New King James Version. (1982). (Jn 6:37–40). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

John 10:27
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 

follow Me. 
28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never 

perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. 

29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My 
Father’s hand. 

 The New King James Version. (1982). (Jn 10:27–29). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

I Cor. 1:8-9
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7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

8 who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

 The New King James Version. (1982). (1 Co 1:7–9). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

I Thess 5:23-24
23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 

completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be preserved blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
 The New King James Version. (1982). (1 Th 5:23–24). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

The Westminster Confession accurately affirms that 
saving faith cannot fail.  It cannot fail.  And at this point, I 
think it’s crucial for us to understand what the 
perseverance of the saints does not mean.  This will help 
us to understand what it does mean.

  1 The Certainty of Salvation 
2 The Confession of Salvation 
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First of all, it does not mean that Christians don’t ever fail.  
It does not mean that Christians don’t fail seriously and 
severely in their Christian lives.  We do.  What it does 
mean is what the Confession says it means:  They do not 
completely nor finally fail.  Fail, yes.  Fail severely, yes.  
Fail repeatedly, yes.  Fail completely, no.  Fail finally, no.
The Westminster Confession went on to say this, and I 
quote again, “Nevertheless, believers may, through the 
temptations of Satan and of the world, through the 
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, through the 
neglect of their means of preservation, fall into grievous 
sins and for a time continue therein, whereby they incur 
God’s displeasure and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to be 
deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts, 
have their hearts hardened and their consciences 
wounded, hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal 
judgments upon themselves.”
And the writers of the Westminster Confession understood 
that this is not to say we are perfect.  To say we persevere 
is not to say we are perfect.  There is corruption remaining 
in us.  There is the neglect of the means of grace.  There 
is stumbling into grievous sin and continuing for a time 
therein.  There is the incurring of God’s displeasure, and 
grieving of the Spirit, and bringing upon ourselves the 
deprivation of some measures of grace and comfort.  
There is the reality of hard-hearted sin and wounded 
conscience that doesn’t function as it should.  There is the 
reality of hurting and scandalizing others in the church and 
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outside, and bringing upon oneself temporal judgments 
and disciplines. 
In other words, perseverance doesn’t mean perfection.  
That is not what we’re saying.  In fact, there is no 
perfection to be had here at all.  And so this, in a sense, 
describes all of us to one degree or another.  So when we 
say that believers persevere, we’re not talking about 
perfection.  We’re not talking about reaching a state of 
sinlessness.  We’re talking about persevering in faith, not 
unaccompanied by failure.

I John 1:8-2:2
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a 
liar, and His word is not in us.

2:1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that 
you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the whole world.

 The New King James Version. (1982). (1 Jn 1:8–2:2). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Secondly, it is important to understand that not only does 
perseverance not mean perfection, but it also does not 
mean that anyone and everyone who “accepts” Christ can 
therefore live any way they like without any fear of hell.  It 
is not enough to have a superficial faith in Christ.  It is not 
enough to have a superficial commitment to Christ, a 
superficial interest in Christ.  It is not enough to have some 
good feelings about Jesus and make some momentary 
commitment to him.  That is not what the Westminster 
Confession was saying. 
And that is why - this is important - the correct way to 
describe this doctrine is the “perseverance of the saints” 
rather than “eternal security.”  It is not just that we are 
eternally secure, it is that we are eternally secure because 
our faith perseveres. 

1.  The Certainty of Salvation 
2. The Confession of Salvation 
3. The Continuing of Salvation 

 In John 8:31-32, 
30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If 

you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%208.31-32
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32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.”

1 John 2:19 (NKJV)
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued with us; 
but they went out that they might be made manifest, that 
none of them were of us.

1 John 3:6–10 (NKJV)
6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has 
neither seen Him nor known Him.

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who 
practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is 
righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has 
sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil. 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, 
for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because 
he has been born of God.

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil 
are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.

Philippians 2:12–13 (NKJV)
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
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absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and 
to do for His good pleasure.

Colossians 1:21–23 (NKJV)
21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in 

your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 
22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you 
holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight—23 if 
indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, 
and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel 
which you heard, which was preached to every creature 
under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Backed by their fruits, you can know them, because as 
Ephesians 2 says, “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we would 
walk in them.”
A person who’s “accepted” Jesus, made a decision for 
Jesus, prayed a prayer, and goes on to live in a sinful 
pattern of life with no fear of hell because they think 
they’re eternally secure is deluded.  That’s why we have to 
be careful when we talk about the doctrine of eternal 
security as if the one prayer makes you forever secure. 
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So to speak of the security of the believer is not in itself 
wrong.  We are secure.  But the other expression is more 
careful and it’s more accurate.  It is not true that someone 
is secure no matter how much they live in sin, no matter 
how much they turn against Christ and even flatly deny 
him, as many have said.  Security is simply a reality 
because of perseverance.  A believer may sin, as I said, 
may sin seriously, may sin repeatedly, but he will not 
abandon himself to sin.  He will not come again under the 
utter domination of sin.  He will not lose faith in Christ, and 
he will not deny his Lord and the gospel. 
No true believer will shun holiness and embrace sin all 
together.    It’s not the unbroken pattern of your life.  So it 
isn’t enough to say if you prayed a prayer one time, make 
a decision one time, no matter how you live, no matter 
what your pattern of life, no matter if you deny Christ later 
on, you’re still eternally secure.  No.  The doctrine of the 
believer’s security is tied to the believer’s persevering 
faith.
The doctrine of perseverance, then, is this.  At salvation 
you are given a supernatural faith from God to believe the 
gospel, to believe the testimony of the Holy Spirit 
concerning Christ, and therefore to believe in Christ, and 
having come to Christ, you have come to know the true 
and living God.  This faith is a supernatural gift from God.  
It is a gift of grace and it is a gift of mercy. 

Matt. 24:4-22
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And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no 
one deceives you. 

5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the 
Christ,’ and will deceive many. 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See 
that you are not troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. And there will be famines, 
pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows.
9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill 

you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 
name’s sake. 

10 And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another. 

11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 
many. 

12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 
many will grow cold. 

13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 

all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 
the end will come.

15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him 
understand), 
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16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 

17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take 
anything out of his house. 

18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his 
clothes. 

19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days! 

20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on 
the Sabbath. 

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has 
not been since the beginning of the world until this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. 

22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh 
would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days 
will be shortened.

 The New King James Version. (1982). (Mt 24:4–22). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

I Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 
us again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
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6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if need be, you have been grieved by various 
trials, 

7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more 
precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested 
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do 
not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory, 

9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your 
souls.

 The New King James Version. (1982). (1 Pe 1:3–9). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

Chapter 17: Of The Perseverance of the 
Saints
1._____ Those whom God hath accepted in the beloved, effectually 
called and sanctified by his Spirit, and given the precious faith of his 
elect unto, can neither totally nor finally fall from the state of grace, but 
shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved, 
seeing the gifts and callings of God are without repentance, whence he 
still begets and nourisheth in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and 
all the graces of the Spirit unto immortality; and though many storms 
and floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall never be able to 
take them off that foundation and rock which by faith they are fastened 
upon; notwithstanding, through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, 
the sensible sight of the light and love of God may for a time be clouded 
and obscured from them, yet he is still the same, and they shall be sure 
to be kept by the power of God unto salvation, where they shall enjoy 
their purchased possession, they being engraven upon the palm of his 
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hands, and their names having been written in the book of life from all 
eternity.
( John 10:28, 29; Philippians 1:6; 2 Timothy 2:19; 1 John 2:19; Psalms 
89:31, 32; 1 Corinthians 11:32; Malachi 3:6 )
2._____ This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free 
will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from 
the free and unchangeable love of God the Father, upon the efficacy of 
the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ and union with him, the oath 
of God, the abiding of his Spirit, and the seed of God within them, and 
the nature of the covenant of grace; from all which ariseth also the 
certainty and infallibility thereof. 
( Romans 8:30 Romans 9:11, 16; Romans 5:9, 10; John 14:19; Hebrews 
6:17, 18; 1 John 3:9; Jeremiah 32:40 )
3._____ And though they may, through the temptation of Satan and of 
the world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the 
neglect of means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins, and for a 
time continue therein, whereby they incur God's displeasure and grieve 
his Holy Spirit, come to have their graces and comforts impaired, have 
their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and 
scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves, yet 
shall they renew their repentance and be preserved through faith in 
Christ Jesus to the end. 
( Matthew 26:70, 72, 74; Isaiah 64:5, 9; Ephesians 4:30; Psalms 51:10, 
12; Psalms 32:3, 4; 2 Samuel 12:14; Luke 22:32, 61, 62 )
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