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Introduction  

1. Matthew Henry observed that the grace of faith is especially needed as one comes to his dying mo-

ment. 

a. This grace is needed to enable the saint to finish his course well. 

b. Ending well is important because, through the patience of hope and the triumph of joy, the Lord 

is honored. 

c. Ending well encourages those left behind because it is a witness to the truth of God’s Word and 

the excellency of His ways. 

2. The doctrine presented here is that dying in faith is the one clear proof of saving grace (Matt. 10:22; 

Phil. 1:6).  

a. Remember, the author’s purpose is to warn his readers against their faltering under persecution 

(6:6; 10:35, 36). 

b. He presses them to “run with endurance the race that is set before [them]” (12:1), considering 

their conduct in light of saints gone before who “died in faith” (11:13). 

 3. Focusing on Jacob (v. 21), there are two areas of faith that the Spirit chose to illustrate dying grace. 

a. His blessing of Joseph’s sons 

b. His worship of God, leaning on his staff 

I. Tested Faith 

1. The Holy Spirit gives us three examples of dying grace, each with its own distinctive aspect (11:20–

22). 

a. Isaac’s is a dying faith triumphing over the weakness of his flesh. 

b. Jacob’s is a faith that overcomes human interference. 

c. Joseph’s is a faith that overcomes the worthless glories of the present world system. 

2.  The life of the believer was never meant to be easy (2 Tim. 2:12). Faith must be tested or tried in 

order to (1) develop endurance (James 1:3, 4; Rom. 5:1–5) and to (2) demonstrate genuineness 

(Matt. 13:20–22). 

a. It is tested by trials and tribulations. 

b. It is tested by the cares of this world. 

c. Failure of faith is apostasy and it will be judged (12:25–27; 2 Thess. 2:3; Luke 18:8). 

II. When He Was Dying 

1. No one will have dying grace if he has not lived by faith (Psa. 37:37; Num. 23:10). 

a. Jacob meeting the true God—faltering faith (Gen. 28:10–22) 

b. It is tested by the cares of this world. 

c. Israel’s trusting the true God—renewed hope (Gen. 46:3–5; 47:9, 10) 

2. Although Jacob’s life was full of the infirmities of the flesh, the marks of faith were evident. 

a. He valued the birthright that Esau despised (Gen. 25:33, 34). 



b. He truly desired Yahweh to be his God (Gen. 28:11). 

c. He honored God in his dispute with Laban (Gen. 31:53). 

d. He wrestled with God and prevailed (32:28). 

e. He sojourned in the land of promise (Heb. 11:9). 

III. Joseph’s Sons Blessed 

1. The Law granted a double portion as the right of the firstborn, and this is what we find as Jacob 

blessed Joseph (48:15).  

a. Both Joseph’s sons, born in Egypt, are given full status in the covenant community of Jacob’s 12 

sons (Gen. 48:5, 16). 

b. However, as with Esau, the younger was preferred before the elder (vv. 17–20). 

2. Again, God’s sovereignty is displayed in the choosing of the younger over the elder (Matt. 20:15). 

a. Joseph was second only to Pharaoh and had full authority; yet Jacob overcame his wish (v. 19). 

b. There is also seen here a very powerful but hidden truth that in the gospel age the Gentiles will 

have a greater blessing than the nation of Israel. 

c. In his firm determination to act according to the will of God, Jacob displays real worship. 

What This Means for Us  

1. What you choose in life betrays your heart; how you end your course betrays your faith   

2. Peter was called to follow Jesus, and he followed. But when he stumbled, Jesus sought him in order 

to restore him to his calling. 

3. True faith is following Jesus and trusting Him in everything, no matter how difficult things become. 


