
   EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW                                          p. 52 

 

Message #22                    Matthew 7:1-6 

 

It is a shame that most people who read this verse (7:1) don’t continue reading the 7
th
 chapter  

of Matthew, because down in verse 15 Jesus warns His people to be on the lookout for false 

prophets.  In other words, they were to make judgments.  When we read Matthew 18:15-18, we 

realize that there are times when a judgment against a non-repentant brother is to be made in 

front of the whole church.  When we get into the Church Age, we read we are to make all kinds 

of judgments.  Paul says in Galatians if someone comes preaching another gospel, we are to let 

him be accursed.  Paul says in Corinthians that we are to judge ourselves and we are to judge 

those within the church (I Cor. 5:12-13).  When Jesus says, “Do not judge, lest you be judged,” 

He does not mean one should never make any judgments. 

 

Let us set the context once again.  Jesus Christ is the Righteous King of Israel who is combating 

a Judaistic religious system that has convinced itself that it is right with God and deserves the 

kingdom.  A big part of the system was that judgments were being made not based on God’s 

standards, but by one’s own man-made, self-righteous religious standards.  Jesus is trying to 

communicate to Israel that every Jew needed to judge himself as sinful because every Jew 

needed righteousness far greater than his own to get into the kingdom.  The problem was most  

of Israel was consumed with judging others and didn’t see their own sin and failure.  

 

In the first two verses of Matthew 7, four times the word “judge” is repeated.  The Greek word  

is one that means to make a judgment in the sense of making a decision to choose or select 

something.  One chooses to approve or esteem something or one chooses not to approve or 

esteem something (G. Abbott-Smith, pp. 257-258). 

 

The tense of the opening verb with the negative prohibition means this was action in progress at 

the time Jesus gave this discourse and it was action that needed to be stopped.  The Jews were 

choosing to esteem or not esteem others, not based on what the Word of God actually said, but 

based on their own religious perceptions.  They were pronouncing this one right with God and 

this one not right with God, not because that is what God’s Word said, but because this is what 

they said. 

 

DISCIPLES MUST  STOP  SELF-RIGHTEOUS, UNMERCIFUL, PREJUDICED JUDG-

MENTS AGAINST OTHERS WHICH ARE DETERMINED BY THEIR OWN SELF-

RIGHTEOUS STANDARDS. 
 

Now beginning with verse 2, that conjunction “for” introduces a series of reasons why we must 

stop judging based on our own self-righteous standards: 

 

REASON #1 – Because the standard we use to judge another is the standard  God  will use to  

                            judge us.  7:2 

 

I am afraid that our standard of judgment is often colored by who we are and what we think 

rather than what God says. 
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Notice carefully what verse 2 says, “by your standard of measure,” not by God’s standard of 

measure. 

 

If we are making judgments against people based on any other thing other than God’s Word, we 

are on dangerous ground and God would remind us all that we will face Him and He will judge 

us.  There will be a boomerang effect on self-righteous, Pharisaical judgment–it will come back 

to haunt us and hit us.  God will not judge by any double standard.  His judgment will be just and 

true. 

 

REASON #2 – Because we must first judge ourselves  accurately  before we dare judge another.  

                            7:3-5 

 

(Point #1) - Before you can deal with a brother’s sin problem, you must see your  own  sin 

                       problem.  7:3 

 

Self-judgment is a prerequisite to other judgment.  An accurate assessment of self is demanded 

by God before one dare try to give an accurate assessment of someone else. 

 

Now the word “speck” is not one that refers to a piece of dust or dirt.  The Greek word refers to 

something the size of a small dry stalk or twig (Smith, p. 231).  So the comparison here is not 

between a minute sin versus a big sin, but a comparison between a large sin in another’s life 

versus a gigantic log sin in one’s own life. 

 

The warning is one had better be dealing with his or her own sin before he/she starts judging sins 

of others. 

 

(Point #2) - Do not talk to a brother about his sin problem until you have addressed your own   

                       sin problem.  7:4 

 

The very nature of Pharisaical judgment is that it wants to condemn others and justify self.  Jesus 

warns be careful what you say to your brother. 

 

(Point #3) - Deal first with our own sin problem or God views us as  hypocritical .  7:5 

 

We must not ever face the sin of another before we have faced the sin of ourselves.  The truth is 

when we are honestly judging ourselves we will be much less likely to make self-righteous 

judgments concerning others.  When one judges himself one begins to see things much more 

clearly and accurately.  We will see our own frailties and failures and we will understand the 

frailties and failures of others in an accurate and true way. 

 

REASON #3 – Do not make judgments that will end up getting you  torn  to pieces.  7:6 

 

If we make self-righteous judgments, the end result will be we will be trampled by the judgment 

we made.  God wants us making real judgments, not phony, self-righteous Pharisaical 

judgments. 


