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I. Adam’s original sin 

Gen 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  

Gen 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 

shalt surely die.  
 

Gen 3:4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  

Gen 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 

good and evil.  

Gen 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired 

to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  
 

II. Consequences of Adam’s sin 
 

 A. When Adam sinned, all who were in him were condemned to death 

Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 

all have sinned:  
 

 B. For the wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23) 
 

 1. Through sin came natural death (the separation of the spirit of life from the body) 

Gen 3:19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust 

thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.  
 

 2. Through sin came spiritual death (the separation of the Spirit of God from man) 

Gen 3:22  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put 

forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:  

Gen 3:23  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.  

Gen 3:24  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which 

turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.  
 

 3. Through sin comes eternal death (the separation of sinners from God forever) 

Rev 20:11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 

there was found no place for them.  

Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 

which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 

their works.  

Rev 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and 

they were judged every man according to their works.  

Rev 20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  

Rev 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  
 

III. The Bible teaches that people are sinners in three ways 
 

 A. People are sinners by practice 
Rom 3:12  ...there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  
 

Jas 4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.  
 

 B. People are sinners by nature 

Eph 2:3  ...and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  

 

Job 14:4  Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.  
 

Psa 51:5  Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.  
 

Psa 58:3  The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.  
 

Gen 8:21  ...the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth...  
 



 1. We do not become sinners when we commit our first sin 

 —We commit sin because by nature we are sinners 
 

 2. We do not become sinners when we reach some designated age 

 —We have our sin nature long before some arbitrary age 
 

 C. People are sinners because of Adam’s original sin 

Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 

all have sinned:  

 

  1. Death passed upon all men—The death penalty did not come just to Adam  
   —When Adam committed that original sin—sin entered the world 

    —And death came because of that sin  

     —But that punishment of death did not come just to Adam 

      —When Adam sinned the punishment of death passed upon all men 
      

  2. For that all have sinned 

   —“For that all have sinned” does not mean that we all have practiced sin  

    —The Greek verb is in the aorist tense—“All sinned at one moment in time” 

     —At the moment when Adam sinned—All who were ‘in’ Adam sinned 
 

3. God’s judgment according to being ‘in’ another 

1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die... 
 

 4. As Levi was ‘in’ Abraham—we were ‘in’ Adam 

Heb 7:9  And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.  

Heb 7:10  For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.  
 

  5. Why did people die before the Ten Commandments were given? 

Rom 5:13  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.  

Rom 5:14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of 

Adam's transgression...  
 

 6. Why do infants (who have not committed personal sins) sometimes die? 
 —The death penalty is on infants for the same reason that it is on all men 

 —The death penalty is not given to us when we by our actions begin to sin  

  —Death reigns because of the one man who committed the original sin 

   —When Adam sinned the death penalty passed upon all who were in him 

    —Now infants do go to heaven when they die—But not based on innocence      

     —Infants go to heaven under the one plan of salvation—God’s grace 
 

IV. The doctrine of a positional relationship to a federal head (representative)  
 

 A. God’s manner of judgment of Adam provides a pattern of a later judgment 

Rom 5:14  ...who is the figure of him that was to come.  
 

B. As God judged all who were ‘in’ Adam—So God judges all who were ‘in’ Christ 
1Co 15:21  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  

1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
   

Rom 5:18  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 

one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  

Rom 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made 

righteous.  
 

 1. As all who were ‘in’ Adam receive sin, condemnation and death 

Rom 5:12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 

all have sinned:  
 

Rom 5:18  ...as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation...  

Rom 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners... 
   

  2.  Even so all who were ‘in’ Christ receive grace, justification and life 

Rom 5:18  ...even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  

Rom 5:19  ...so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 
 

 C. The head counts for all who are ‘in’ the head—As ‘in’ Adam—Even so ‘in’ Christ 
 

 1. As Adam represented all men who were ‘in’ him 

 —Even so Christ represented all men who were ‘in’ Him 
 

 2. As Adam’s sinfulness was accounted to all who were ‘in’ him 



   —Even so Christ’s righteousness was accounted to all who were ‘in’ Him  
 

 3. As by the offense of Adam judgment came upon all who were ‘in’ Adam  

  —Even so by the righteousness of Christ grace came upon all who were ‘in’ Him 
 

 4. As condemnation extends to all who were ‘in’ their federal representative—Adam  

 —Even so justification extends to all who were ‘in’ their representative—Christ 
 

 5. As by Adam’s disobedience many were made to be sinners 

   —Even so by Christ’s obedience many were made to be righteous 
 

 6. As by one man’s one sin many were condemned to death 

  —Even so by one man’s perfect righteousness many were given eternal life  

 

 7. As all who were ‘in’ Adam die 

   —Even so all who were ‘in’ Christ shall be made alive 
 

 D. The idea of a federal head totally eliminates any idea of “decisional salvation” 
 

  1. We had no choice and no option about being ‘in’ Adam 

Gen 5:3  And Adam...begat a son in his own likeness, after his image...  
 

Job 14:4  Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.  
 

Joh 3:6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh...  
 

  2. We had no choice and no option about being ‘in’ Christ 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world... 
 

1Co 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus...  
 

V. ‘In’ Christ:  God’s fix to the ‘unfixable’ sin problem 
 

 A. It is of God that His children are ‘in’ Christ Jesus 

1Co 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 

redemption:  

1Co 1:31  That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  
 

 B. God chose us to be ‘in’ Christ before the world began 

Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world...  

Eph 1:5  Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of 

his will,  
 

 C. All of salvation is given to us because we were ‘in’ Christ before the world began 

2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  
 

 D. We were made righteous because we were ‘in’ Christ 

2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  
 

 E. We were made to be accepted because we were ‘in’ Christ  

Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  
 

 F. We have redemption and forgiveness because we were ‘in’ Christ 

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins...  
 

 G. We are not now condemned because we are ‘in’ Christ 

Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus... 
 

 H. At the end of time we will be ‘gathered’ because we are ‘in’ Christ 

Eph 1:10  That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are 

in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:  
 

 I. We will obtain our heavenly inheritance because we are ‘in’ Christ 

Eph 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 

things after the counsel of his own will: 

  

VI. One more:  “As—Even so” 

Rom 5:20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:  

Rom 5:21  That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  
 

  1. As sin (the personified vile tyrant) has reigned, even unto death, throughout time 

Rom 5:21  That as sin hath reigned unto death... 
 



  2.  Even so grace (the personified Majesty) shall reign, even unto life, throughout eternity 

Rom 5:21  ...even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

 3. Grace reigns in victory—in power—in certainty—in authority 

  —exclusively—eternally—successfully—unconditionally 

  — by God’s sovereignty—not man’s agency— ‘in’ Christ 
 

VII. Yet one more:  “As—Even so” 

Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  

 
 


